
Massachusetts Department of Conservation and Recreation 
Division of Water Supply Protection, Office of Watershed Management 

Forest Management Project Summary 
 

Project Title: 
DWSP Harvest Permit Number: 5290 
DCR Forest Cutting Plan File Number: 321-31099-21 
 
Site Information 
Watershed: Wachusett Town(s): West Boylston 
Acres: 39 Nearest Road: Malden Street 
Natural Heritage Atlas overlap?:No Public Drinking Water Supply Watershed?: Yes             
Forest Types: Oak/Hardwood, White pine ACEC?: No 
Soils: Hinckley and Merrimac Excessively Drained 
Wetland Resources: A small seep  
Vernal Pools: A large Vernal pool 
 
Harvest Information 
DWSP Permit Start Date:  DWSP Permit End Date: 
Number of Wetland Crossings: 0 Number of Stream Crossings:  2 
 
Best Management Practices Applied 

Stream Crossings 2 
Filter Strips 2 
Wetland Crossings None 
Harvesting in Wetlands No 

 

 

DWSP Forester supervising this harvest 
Name: Greg Buzzell 
Forester License #: 025 
Phone #:774-261-1841 



NARRATIVES 

General Description/Forest Composition/History: 

This working unit was part of the original takings and most of it was previously owned by Aaron Goodale 
and George Newton. All of it was mapped as woodland in 1900 with exception to one small chunk of 
pasture in the northern section. The northern section was planted and planted-improved to white pine in 
1905.  The eastern half of the northern section was planted again to white pine in the spring of 1907 in a 
6' x 6' layout. The western half was a chestnut and oak stand which was thinned in 1909. The 1938 
Hurricane assessment map shows scattering damage in the northern section and along the southern 
portion of Malden Brook with no subsequent removals. The property was cover typed in 1951 to white 
pine in the northern section and a little section along the southern portion of Malden Brook was cover 
typed as mixed. There has only been one timber sale on this working unit which occurred in 1983 in the 
northern section and was a part of a sale to the north. The total impact was a thinning in the white pine 
stand covering only 8 acres. The result of that work shows a good hardwood regeneration mix of black 
birch, red maple, sugar maple and hickory. There is crown damage on the oaks, possibly ice storm 
damage and the crowns are rebuilding. Red oak and white pine are of good quality along with some white 
oak. White ash seems of good vigor. Beech scale was found in this working unit. Witch-hazel in the lower 
elevations of this working unit are a minor issue, while the higher elevations have good regen. 

Site Selection: 

The ideal watershed protection forest is one which best serves the function of the land as a producer of 
high quality drinking water in both short- and long-term. This forest must be vigorous and diverse in tree 
species and ages, be actively accumulating biomass and actively regenerating. Such a forest will be 
ideally suited to be resilient to and quickly recover from small- and large-scale disturbances such as 
diseases, insect infestations, ice storms and hurricanes. 

 

Silvicultural Objectives: 

Because there is good, advanced regeneration spread throughout this working unit, openings will be made 
accordingly in order to release the advance regeneration. Given that ~80% of the working unit is at a 
mature age class and none of the working unit is under twenty years old, 13 acres of openings will occur. 
After the harvest is complete, the result will be closer to the watersheds ultimate goal of having three 
distinct age cohorts within each working unit. The species composition will be different in the white pine 
stand where hardwoods are regenerating, but similar in the other white pine/hardwood stands. Care will 
be taken to avoid unnecessary release or encouragement of the American beech which is in small pockets 
in the working unit. The operation will focus on creating openings where they are suitable to the 
topography and have good regeneration. 

Cultural Resources: 

None Known 

Wildlife/Rare or Endangered Species: 

There is a classic seep in the northern end of the working unit that provides a source of water and 
bare ground in the winter to local wildlife. There is also a giant vernal pool with stadium like 
topography surrounding it. 

 



FIGURES 

Figure 1. Forest Cutting Plan 

Figure 2. Map of harvest area showing approximate boundary, proposed openings and other features 

Figure 3. General locus map showing the location of the proposed timber harvest 

Figure 4. Pre-Harvest Photographs, A-B 

Figure 5. Post-Harvest Photographs, A-C 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Forest Cutting Plan 

 



 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Map of harvest area showing approximate boundary, proposed openings and other features. 

 



General locus map showing the location of the proposed timber harvest. 

 

 

 

  



Pre-Harvest Photographs, A-B 

 

Photo A) Pine marked with diverse regeneration underneath. 

 
Photo B) Hardwoods and pine marked with diverse regeneration ready to be released. 

 

 

  



Figure 5. Post-Harvest Photographs, A-C 

 

A. The main haul road running through and area of partial overstory removal. 

 

B. Part of a 2 acre opening where the older overstory is removed to give the more diverse understory 
of saplings the space and light they need to continue to grow.  

 

 



 
C. The landing area inside Gate WB7 off of Malden Street. 


