
Massachusetts Department of Conservation and Recreation 
Division of Water Supply Protection, Office of Watershed Management 

Forest Management Project Summary 
 
Project Title: Lot 5297 

DWSP Harvest Permit Number: 5297 
DWSP Proposal ID: WA-21-331 
DCR Forest Cutting Plan File Number:  321-32443-22 
 

Site Information 
Watershed: Wachusett 
Town(s): West Boylston 
Acres: 67 
Nearest Road:  Hartwell Street 
Natural Heritage Atlas overlap?: Yes 
Public Drinking Water Supply Watershed?: Yes 
Forest Types: Mixed oak, Mixed pine  
Area of Critical Environmental Concern (ACEC)?: No 
Soils: Paxton fine sand loam, Chatfield-Hollis-Rock 
Wetland Resources:  There’s a small unmapped wetland. 
Vernal Pools: None  
 
Harvest Information 
Harvest Start Date: 08/24/2021 
Harvest End Date: 12/15/2023 
Number of Wetland Crossings: None 
Number of Stream Crossings: None 
 

Best Management Practices Applied 
Stream Crossings: None needed. 
Filter Strips: None needed. 
Wetland Crossings: None needed. 
Harvesting in Wetlands: None needed. 
 
DWSP Forester supervising this harvest 
Name: Greg Buzzell  
Forester License number: 025 
Phone number: 774-261-1841 
Email: greg.buzzell@mass.gov 
 
 
 
 
 
  



Narrative 

General Description/Forest Composition/History 
This working unit was acquired in 2014 from CLT Park LLC. About 80% of this working unit was 
defined as pasture around 1900, with the remaining southern portion a woodland area. In the 
1938 hurricane assessment map some scattered damage was found adjacent to this unit. The 
site is characterized by its variety of forest types, topography and number of easements that 
run through or along it. The northwestern portion of the working unit is along and beside a 
ridge and dominated by white pine and pitch pine with pine/hardwood understory. The 
southern portion of the working unit is mostly flat on the east side with a westerly facing slope 
on the west side and has a pretty uniform mixed oak stand with a good amount of white pine 
regeneration along with pockets of witch-hazel and mountain laurel. Spongy moth was noted in 
the mixed oak stand. The northeasterly area has a heavier red maple regeneration component 
with both white pine and red maple in the overstory. Running in a north/south direction 
through the working unit is a young stand of white pine and hardwoods where an existing 
powerline easement is. Also found in this working unit was black cherry, red oak, black oak, 
white oak, American beech, sassafras, paper birch, white ash, gray birch and black birch. The 
working unit is in the Asian longhorned beetle regulated area with several hundred acres of full 
host removal being completed within the past ten years all around this working unit. 
 
Site Selection 
The ideal watershed protection forest is one which best serves the function of the land as a 
producer of high quality drinking water in both short- and long-term. This forest must be 
vigorous and diverse in tree species and ages, be actively accumulating biomass and actively 
regenerating. Such a forest will be ideally suited to be resilient to and quickly recover from 
small- and large-scale disturbances such as diseases, insect infestations, ice storms and 
hurricanes. 
 
Silvicultural Objectives 
The goal will be to establish a new age class on 9.1 acres of this working unit by the removal of 
the overstory in patches. These openings which range from 0.3 to 2.0 acres in size are 
distributed throughout the area, taking advantage of the advance regeneration. Thinning will 
occur on 5.3 acres, either to encourage the pitch pine in the northern end of the sale area or to 
further enhance the potential habitat for the eastern whip-poor-will, a species of Special 
Concern in Massachusetts. 
 
Cultural Resources 
This area has been assessed by the DCR Archeologist for both known sites of cultural and 
archeological importance as well as for potential use by pre-Contact Native Americans. 
 
Rare or Endangered Species 
None known. 
 
 
  



Figures 

• Figure 1. Forest Cutting Plan  

• Figure 2. Maps of harvest area showing approximate boundary, proposed openings and 
other features 

• Figure 3. General locus map showing the location of the proposed timber harvest 

• Figure 4. Pre-Harvest Photographs, A-C 

• Figure 5. Post-Harvest Photographs, A-D 
 
 
  



Figure 1. Forest Cutting Plan  

 
  



 
  



 
  



Figure 2. Maps of harvest area showing approximate boundary, proposed openings and other 
features 

 
  



Figure 3. General locus map showing the location of the proposed timber harvest 

 
  



Figure 4. Pre-Harvest Photographs, A-C 

 
A. Landing 

 
B. Opening with diverse regeneration  



 
C. Thinning to promote pitch pine. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Figure 5. Post-Harvest Photographs, A-D 

 
A. The north end of a 2-acre opening. White pine of a diversity of sizes was released with the 
removal of the primarily oak overstory. 

 
B. An excellent acorn crop in 2022 has resulted in significant germination especially where 
logging machinery has driven. 
 
 
 



 
C. Tree tops and small stems were used to prevent rutting. 
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