
Massachusetts Department of Conservation and Recreation 
Division of Water Supply Protection, Office of Watershed Management 

Forest Management Project Summary 
 
Project Title: Soapstone Hill Spongy Moth Salvage 

DWSP Harvest Permit Number: S11NQ 
DWSP Proposal ID: PT-19-12&13-S 
DCR Forest Cutting Plan File Number: 234- 9586-19 
 

Location Information 
Watershed: Quabbin 
Town(s): Petersham 
Acres: 25.4 
Nearest Road: : Soapstone Road 
Natural Heritage Atlas overlap?: Yes 
Public Drinking Water Supply Watershed?: Yes 
Area of Critical Environmental Concern (ACEC)?: No 
 

Site Information 
Forest Types: oak-hardwood 
Soils: Montauk-Scituate-Canton association, extremely stony, 3-15% slopes, and Montauk -Canton 

association, extremely stony, 15-45% slopes 
Wetland Resources: There are four small wooded wetlands outside the harvest boundary to the south 

and west, with intermittent streams leading away from the harvest from the wetlands to the south. 
Vernal Pools: none 
 
Harvest Information 
Harvest Start Date: October 14, 2020 
Harvest End Date: May 24, 2021 
Number of Wetland Crossings: none 
Number of Stream Crossings: none 
 

Best Management Practices Applied 
Stream Crossings: not applicable 
Filter Strips: the wetlands and streams outside the harvest area are protected by variable width 
filter strips. 
Wetland Crossings: not applicable 
Harvesting in Wetlands: not applicable 
 
DWSP Forester supervising this harvest 
Name:  Helen Johnson 
Forester License number: 383 
Phone number: (617) 733-2937 
Email:  Helen.Johnson@mass.gov 
  



Narrative 

 
General Description/Forest Composition/History 
 
Lot S11NQ is located on the west slopes of Soapstone Hill in Petersham.  The primary forest 
type in the harvest area is oak-hardwood.  Forest health is poor, with a large proportion of the 
oak dead or badly weakened by the recent spongy moth infestation. 
 
Site Selection 
 
This site was chosen because of its high concentration of mature oaks that died in the wake of 
the 2017-2019 spongy moth outbreak, and because the area is easily accessible from an 
existing cart road between Soapstone Road and the Gate 36B access road. 
 
Oak, especially red oak, is one of the most economically valuable timber resources on DWSP 
lands.  After trees die decay sets in quickly, wood boring insects begin to tunnel in, and wood 
value falls steeply.  As part of its fiduciary responsibility to the Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts, DWSP conducts salvage harvests of a portion of the most valuable dead and 
dying trees before their value is lost forever.  Locations are prioritized based on ease of access, 
with preference given to areas that need few or no stream or wetland crossings and are on 
gentle to moderate terrain, thus presenting minimal risk to the water supply.  This harvest is 
consistent with those criteria. 
 
Silvicultural Objectives 
 
The primary silvicultural objective of this harvest is to salvage dead and dying oaks. 
 
Cultural Resources 
 
A cellar hole is located outside the harvest boundary to the south. 
 
Rare or Endangered Species 
 
The Natural Heritage and Endangered Species Program (NHESP) of the Division of Fisheries and 
Wildlife has determined that state-listed sensitive species or habitats may exist within the 
harvest area.  To protect them from unnecessary disturbance, detailed information regarding 
affected species and their locations is not included here.  DWSP has coordinated with NHESP to 
gather recommendations to protect these species during the harvest.  NHESP has reviewed the 
Forest Cutting Plan for this lot and determined that  
 

“Based on details in the Plan and information in our database, the Division [DFW] does 
not expect activities proposed in the Plan to negatively impact Estimated Habitat or 
result in Take (as defined in 321 CMR 10.02) of plant or animal species protected under 
the Massachusetts Endangered Species Act and its implementing regulations (321 CMR 
10.00).” 

 
  



Forest Cutting Plan 
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