
 Massachusetts Department of Conservation and Recreation 
Division of Water Supply Protection, Office of Watershed Management 

Forest Management Project Summary 
 

Project Title: 
DWSP Harvest Permit Number:  3158 
DCR Forest Cutting Plan File Number: 204-9779-19 
 
Site Information 
Watershed:  Quabbin Town(s):  New Salem  
Acres:  11.5 Nearest Road:  North Prescott; Gate 20 
Natural Heritage Atlas overlap?:  Yes Public Drinking Water Supply Watershed?: Yes     
Forest Types: Red Pine ACEC?: No 
Soils:  Canton-Chatfield-Hollis, Montauk fine sandy loam 
Wetland Resources:  No 
Vernal Pools present or within 200 feet of harvest?:  Yes 
 
Harvest Information 
Harvest Start Date: March 26, 2019 Harvest End Date:  June 30, 2021 
Number of Wetland Crossings: None Number of Stream Crossings: None 
 
Best Management Practices Applied 
Stream Crossings  None 

Filter Strips    None 

Wetland Crossings None 

Harvesting in Wetlands None 
 

DWSP Forester supervising this harvest 
Name:  Derek Beard 
Forester License # 14 
Phone #:  617-780-0631 
Email:  derek.beard@mass.gov 
 

 

 

ACEC:  Area of Critical Environmental Concern 

 

 

 

 

 



NARRATIVE 

General Description/Forest Composition/History: 

This watershed forestry project covers 11.5 acres located about 2 miles inside gate 20 (North Prescott 
Rd.).  Specifically it is two separate areas (both east of the road) being 3.5 and 8 acres respectively.  The 
areas encompass red pine planted in the late 1930/early 1940s (Civilian Conservation Corp Era “CCC”).  
They were thinned in the mid1970s, late ‘80s and early 2000s. 

Site Selection: 

Around 2005 red pine plantations all around the watershed came under attack by a microscopic bug, the 
Red Pine Scale, which developed into a full fledge infestation and eventual mortality; particularly within 
plantations located near the reservoir.  Although the voracity of the initial infestation has ebbed the 
insect is still present and continues to attack more interior plantations (such as these) throughout the 
watershed.   

The primary goal of the watershed forest management program is to create and maintain a forest that 
provides high quality drinking water to current users and future generations.  In order to achieve this, 
DWSP has determined that the forest should contain a diversity of species in various stages of 
development (seedlings through large legacy trees).  In addition, the forest should be vigorous; actively 
growing and regenerating.  Forest in this condition is ideally suited to be resilient to and quickly recover 
from small and large scale disturbances such as disease, insect infestation, ice storms and hurricanes.  
Red Pine Scale presence coupled with strong advanced regeneration merits some regeneration 
harvesting.  

Silvicultural Objectives: 

Project intent is to remove remaining red pine before succumbing to insect/disease and release 
regeneration spurred by prior thinning.  This is being accomplished by removing three separate patches 
of red pine (all under 5 acres in size) which will enable the existing understory to robustly develop.  Dead 
and Live standing trees with sign of wildlife use (these trees are known as snags) have been retained 
along with some healthy well- formed white pine.  At landscape scale, the project will contribute to 
continual forest diversification. 

Cultural Resources: 

Stone walls are the most prominent cultural resource in the project area. 

Wildlife/Rare or Endangered Species: 

Although not present within, several vernal pools are adjacent to the project’s east boundary.  To 
ameliorate disruption chance, a 50 foot no cut buffer has been established around the pools. 

Because the project falls within a MA Natural Heritage & Endanger Species (NHESP) bubble, its 
corresponding plan was submitted for review by NHESP, and found to have no impact on the specie(s) of 
concern.   



Maintaining and/or enhancing habitat is a high priority when planning and executing watershed forest 
management projects.  As such, retaining live and dead snags, trees that show sign of use by wildlife for 
nesting/denning, scenting and foraging is a priority.   

FIGURES 

Figure 1.  Forest Cutting Plan 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Figure 1:  Cutting Plan 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 


