Massachusetts Department of Conservation and Recreation
Division of Water Supply Protection, Office of Watershed Management
Forest Management Project Summary

Project Title:

DWSP Harvest Permit Number: 5279

DCR Forest Cutting Plan File Number: 039-9742-19

Site Information

Watershed: Wachusett Town(s): Boylston

Acres: 35 Nearest Road: Scar Hill Road

Natural Heritage Atlas overlap?:Yes Public Drinking Water Supply Watershed?: Yes
Forest Types: Mixed oak, white pine-oak ACEC?: No

Soils: The vast majority of this area is the Hinckley sandy loam.

Wetland Resources: The only mapped wetland is at the very bottom of the large kettlehole adjacent to the
Boylston town well.

Vernal Pools: There are three vernal pools. Two are at the bottom of the large kettlehole in the north east
section of the sale. The other vernal is located at the Boylston town well site.

Harvest Information

DWSP Permit Start Date: 3/27/19 DWSP Permit End Date:6/30/21

Number of Wetland Crossings: 0 Number of Stream Crossings: 0

Best Management Practices Applied

Stream Crossings None

Filter Strips Some logging may occur at various locations either within the filter
strip of the reservoir or the small intermittent stream on the east side
of the working unit.

Wetland Crossings None

Harvesting in Wetlands No harvesting in wetlands will occur.

DWSP Forester supervising this harvest

Name: Russ Wilmot

Forester License #: 426

Phone #: 774-261-1840




NARRATIVES

General Description/Forest Composition/History:

The far southeastern corner of this working unit was acquired in 1996. The rest of the area is old MWW
property taken prior to the construction of the reservoir. This area was described as "Sproutland chestnut
oak" on the taking plans. About half of the area was then planted in 1904 to white pines at 10'X10' on the
cut-over sproutland and 5'X7' on open portions. Today, much of the planted areas are white pine-oak
stands and the unplanted sproutlands are either mixed oak stands on the flatter, drier sections or red oak
stands on the steep slopes.

About half of this area has received treatment in the past. a small piece in the far southwestern corner was
cut in 2000 and another operation took place in 1994 that cut in various parts of the working unit. Both of
these operations were essentially establishment cuts or, on a small scale, the first removal cut in a
shelterwood system. Either there was little to no advance regeneration when the cut was done, in which
case regeneration has since become established or there was some advance regeneration which is now
very well developed along with more becoming established since then.

Site Selection:

The ideal watershed protection forest is one which best serves the function of the land as a producer of
high quality drinking water in both short- and long-term. This forest must be vigorous and diverse in tree
species and ages, be actively accumulating biomass and actively regenerating. Such a forest will be
ideally suited to be resilient to and quickly recover from small- and large-scale disturbances such as
diseases, insect infestations, ice storms and hurricanes.

Silvicultural Objectives:

Given the excellent level of advance regeneration present throughout working unit, openings will be
made. Given the noticeably superior quality of the white pine compared to the oaks, white pine
regeneration will be the focus of these openings although, of course, other species will be released along
with the pine. Care will be taken to avoid unnecessary release or encouragement of the beech that is
scattered throughout this area.

Outside of the openings, cutting will take place designed to continue and enhance the presence and
dominance of white pine over the oaks.

Cultural Resources:

None known.

Wildlife/Rare or Endangered Species:

NHESP has determined that certain state-listed sensitive species or habitats may exist within the lot
proposal area. To protect them from unnecessary disturbance, detailed information regarding affected
species and their locations is not included in this report. DWSP will coordinate with NHESP and follow
recommendations to protect these species during the proposed activity.



FIGURES

Figure 1. Forest Cutting Plan

Figure 2. Map of harvest area showing approximate boundary, proposed openings and other features
Figure 3. General locus map showing the location of the proposed timber harvest

Figure 4. Pre-Harvest Photographs, A-C

Figure S. Post-Harvest Photographs, A-B
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Figure 2. Map of harvest area showing approximate boundary, proposed openings and other features
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Figure 3. General locus map showing the location of the proposed timber harvest




Figure 4. Pre-Harvest Photographs, A-C

A. Gate 14 access off Scar Hill road.
= i o e




Opening with white pine retention and hardwood regeneration.







D. Post-Harvest Photographs, A-B

A. Looking south into a 0.7-acre overstory removal opening.



B. Standing in the forest road looking southwest into a 1.4-acre opening. Larger white pine

and hardwood saplings were released.



