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100 WPRs!

The DCR/DWSP WPR program records its 100th Watershed
Preservation agreement

ou always remember the first time. Back in the late 1980s, the

state’s real property directors voiced a willingness to consider a

relatively new way to preserve land without actually buying the
whole package (called a fee transaction).

Photo: DCR Staff

Protecting land in partnership with a land-
owner while that owner retains a limited
bundle of rights to use the property for open
space was cutting edge. Few such transac-
tions had taken place in Massachusetts at
that time. Today there are hundreds and
hundreds of such conveyances throughout the
state with all manner of municipalities, state
agencies, and land trusts. These landowner/
conservation organization agreements now
protect watershed, farmland, wildlife habitat,
vistas, historic sites, trail networks, and open
space corridor connections in every corner of
the Commonwealth. Thousands of privately
held acres now enjoy this legally binding pro-
tection status. Whether called a Watershed
Preservation Restriction (WPR), Agricul-

tural Preservation
Restriction (APR),
or Conservation
Restriction (CR),
they all contribute to
the natural resource
heritage we hold
dear, while often
serving as an impor-
tant estate planning
strategy for land-
owning families.

The first WPRs
were recorded on
the June solstice of
1990 in the Quabbin
towns of Barre and
Petersham. Three
separate ownerships
had been carved
from a single farm
belonging, up to
that time, to Mr. Arthur Walworth, an elderly
absentee owner with a passion for the woods
and fields that he had stewarded for years.
I remember walking the land with him and
being surprised by his youthful stamina. |
was equally impressed by the thickest swarm
of late spring mosquitoes | had ever had to
endure. Mr. Walworth provided relief with
his old bottle of “Old Woodsmen”, an early
effective repellent smelling like a tar and
turpentine mix with a healthy dash of skunk.
His Barre farm, until then, encompassed all
three tracts now divided to accommodate the
rural aspirations of three families: Jeff and
Gail Mitchell who moved in to the farmhouse
(claimed to be the oldest extant house in

- 100 WPRs, continued on Page 3
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Meet the Staff
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the Commonwealth in 1983.

When not on the job, Jim works his
Shortly after starting with the state, his duties family’s 100 year old apple orchard

would also include working on land acqui- business in Sterling as the fourth
sition priorities for watershed protection. generation caretaker. His two daugh-
As more resources were allocated for this ters are also a part of the effort. But
purpose, Jim’s time was increasingly spent given a free day, you’ll find him in the
on land acquisition and less on land man- woods, or on a river, or volunteering

agement. Soon this would be his full time for the local land trust. Simply put, he
is an impassioned land guy.

100 WPRs Photo: Worcester Telegram and Gazette

Facts and Figures
WPR acquisitions over time
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The table at left shows how the DCR Division
of Water Supply Protection’s WPR program
has added over 5,300 acres to the total
amount of protected land in the Quabbin
Reservoir, Wachusett Reservoir, and Ware
River Watersheds over the last 25 years. This
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100 WPRs - From Page 1
Barre), on 12 acres; John and Ellen Ebersol on almost 9
acres; and Ted and Donna Williams on 72 acres. Ted is a
well known freelance environmental writer with frequent
articles in Fly Rod and Reel and Audubon magazine.
Donna also has worked many years for Mass Audubon.
On the same day, we recorded a WPR on 186 acres in
Petersham belonging to Dr. William Foye, Professor of
Pharmaceutical Sciences at the Mass College of Phar-
macy, an Athol native, and author of Trout Waters, a book
about fishing the upper Quabbin Watershed. Dr. Foye
would go on to place conservation covenants on hundreds
of additional acres he accrued throughout his long life.

What a treat to have the opportunity to work with such
environmentally astute and caring folks as all of you. You
are changing the landscape one deed at a time, and with
each new property protected, we are closer to a greener
and healthier world.

During the ensuing 20+ years, the WPR option has been
taken up by you and so many others who are what we
affectionately refer to as “engaged landowners.” That is
to say, landowners who know their acreage, appreciate it
for its inherent open space values, and wish to continue
to have a say in the future of the land you steward. You
are also averse to seeing your land carved up by develop-
ment, and take pride in taking steps to preserve the land
you have under your care and control. You and DCR are

partners in seeing a future landscape kept in a natural state
for the benefit of generations to come. | have enjoyed
working with all of you, and am honored to be a part of
your land protection ethic.

As they say, the rest is history, for we have recently
recorded our 100th WPR! The Huck family in Princeton
holds the distinction of being the centennial WPR acquisi-
tion for DCR’s Watershed Land Protection program. You,
the 100, are fairly evenly dispersed within the three active
watersheds: Quabbin Reservoir, Ware River, and Wachu-
sett Reservoir, and represent a cumulative total of over
5,300 exemplary acres.

We are not done. It is our hope to continue working with
watershed landowners in protecting their lands. Most
funding for these acquisitions (some have been donated,
and some have been acquired with federal dollars through
the Forest Legacy program) comes from the Massachu-
setts Water Resources Authority. Their continued support
for the watershed land protection program is the key to
our long-term success. Lastly, word of mouth is our pri-
mary source of new referrals, so if you know of a land-
owner who may wish to be a part of the second hundred
WPRs, tell them about your partnership with DCR.

To all of you who make up the first 100 WPRs, we raise a
glass of crystal clear water in your honor.
-Jim French

Beware of the Asian Longhorn Beetle

ost of you, have heard plenty
about the Asian Longhorn
Beetle (ALB) in Massachusetts.

Arriving from China in the 1980s, this
invasive pest was first spotted in Worces-
ter in 2008. With no natural predators, it
poses a significant threat to our forests.
Currently, state and federal agencies are
working diligently to contain the out-
break. The shiny black beetle, with white
spots, sometimes accented with blue or
yellow, lives much of its life cycle bur-
rowing inside the tree, causing structural
weakness and providing a setting for op-
portunistic disease. Therefore, it is wise
to be very cautious when considering
bringing wood from distant locations onto
your property. If you think you see signs
of the beetle’s presence on your land, im-
mediately call the ALB Hotline at (617)
626-1779. For more information on the

ALB go to http://massnrc.org/pests/alb/.
-Jim Taylor

Photos: USDA Forest Service

Beetle, which, while similar, has no
white spots and smooth rather than
alternating colored segmented anten-
nae. The pencil in the hole made by an
ALB (shown above) demonstrates the
potentially fatal damage the insect can
cause.
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Wildlife on Your Land

Is there a vernal pool on your protected land?

A vernal pool is a unique seasonal wetland that recurs each
spring in the field or forest. It usually dries up completely
by the end of summer. This set of conditions creates a
distinctive little ecosystem with no predatory fish, which
in turn provides the opportunity for some very peculiar
creatures, such as Fairy Shrimp, Wood Frogs and Spotted
Salamanders, to flourish.

As the snow melts and the days warm, adult Wood Frogs
and Spotted Salamanders make their way to the pool to
lay eggs. Typically, the first warm rainy night will signal a
mass movement of Wood Frogs and Spotted Salamanders,
which is known to some enthusiasts as “The Big Night.”

As the pool dries, newly hatched frogs and salamanders race
against time to mature and leave the pool. Fairy Shrimp nev-
er leave the pool, but they lay eggs that require a drying out
phase before hatching again the next year. Some vernal pools
depend on fall rains and winter snow; there are good and bad
years. This past winter’s minimal snow fall will likely mean
shallower, less enduring pools that will make for a challeng-
ing year for all the critters.

While it is OK to peek at the progress of this little world,
please do not disturb it. Always allow any branches or leaves
nature has deposited there to remain. Also, be very careful
not to disturb any egg masses, so that they will be an active
part of nature’s grand plan. - Jim Taylor

Photo: DCR Staff

For more information on vernal pools, go to www.vernalpool.org/vernal_1.htm.

dcr

Massachusetts

Department of Conservation and Recreation
Division of Water Supply Protection

Office of Watershed Management

180 Beaman Street

West Boylston, MA 01583

Watershed Currents is produced semi-
annually for WPR/CR landowners in the
DCR water supply watersheds.

Governor: Deval L. Patrick

Lt. Governor: Timothy P. Murray

EOEEA Secretary: Richard K. Sullivan Jr.
DCR Commissioner: Edward M. Lambert Jr.
DWSP Director: Jonathan L. Yeo

Editor: James E. Taylor




<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<

    /BGR <>
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /CZE <>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /ETI <>
    /FRA <>
    /GRE <>

    /HRV (Za stvaranje Adobe PDF dokumenata najpogodnijih za visokokvalitetni ispis prije tiskanja koristite ove postavke.  Stvoreni PDF dokumenti mogu se otvoriti Acrobat i Adobe Reader 5.0 i kasnijim verzijama.)
    /HUN <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /LTH <>
    /LVI <>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /POL <>
    /PTB <>
    /RUM <>
    /RUS <>
    /SKY <>
    /SLV <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /TUR <>
    /UKR <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


