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Subject: Open Meeting La ension of Certain Provisions

o Chief Elected Officials and MassHire Workforce Boards
2nsion of certain provisions of the Open Meeting Law,

Purpose:

Background: , 2020, Governor Baker issued an Executive Order modifying certain
irements of the Open Meeting Law, to enable public bodies to carry out
esponsibilities while adhering to public health recommendations regarding
social distancing.

Policy: The Executive Order relieves public bodies from the requirement in the Open
Meeting Law that meetings be conducted in a public place that is open and
physically accessible to the public, provided that the public body makes provision
to ensure public access to the deliberations of the public body through
adequate, alternative means. “Adequate, alternative means” may include,
without limitation, providing public access through telephone, internet, or
satellite enabled audio or video conferencing or any other technology that
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Action
Required:

Effective:

Inquiries:

Attachment:

enables the public to clearly follow the proceedings of the public body in real
time. A municipal public body that for reasons of economic hardship and despite
best efforts is unable to provide alternative means of public access in real time
may instead post on its municipal website a full and complete transcript,
recording, or other comprehensive record of the proceedings as soon as
practicable afterwards.

In addition, all members of a public body may participate in a meeting remotely;
the Open Meeting Law’s requirement that a quorum of the body and the chair
be physically present at the meeting location is suspended.

All other provisions of the Open Meeting Law, such as the requirements
regarding posting notice of meetings and creating and maintaining accurate
meeting minutes, as well as the limited, enumerated purpose olding an
executive session, remain in effect.

MassHire Workforce Boards should immediat’y i el the process to hold
meetings in accordance with this executiv lea ure that board
members and other interested individuals of this information.

Immediately, and shall remain in effeciintil re d or until the State of

Emergency is terminated, whichever h&oens fst.

Please forward questions rela
reference the issuance numbe

idance to PolicyQA@detma.org and
description.

ut%rd is available here:

c/order-suspending-certain-provision-of-open-
=2.141223986.1449578466.1584101325-
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