The Commonwealth of Massachusetts 
Executive Office of Health and Human Services 
One Ashburton Place, Room 1109 
Boston, MA 02108 
Dr. Bigby, 

Governor Patrick recently vetoed several bills dealing with the disabled.  I am extremely dismayed that our Governor took this route.  I was particularly taken back when he chose to cut Line Item # 5920-2000 Residential Services and not just because I have a vested interest because of my daughter, but also other individuals who are more severely disabled which this cut impacts as well. 
It clearly said to me he could not possibly realize what these cuts in services mean. He could not have possibly known that these cuts would have impacted my daughter and other disabled individuals who are sick and hospitalized or ill at a state run residential group home. These individuals could possibly not have staff that know how to care for them stay with them at night, someone that understands their unique requirements because many of them cannot speak or move. They cannot articulate that they are in pain (something this person who knows them can tell from their eyes); they roll and get wedge in the railings of the bed and because of their disability cannot move from this position, something that might not be discovered until too late, or if they choked on their own vomit because there was no one there with them through the night and they cannot reach to buzz a nurse or call out of for help. 
 The Department of Developmental Services canʼt just have someone enter a hospital and walk away, they have the responsibility to ensure these individuals are being provided the care they require, 24/7; they are ultimately the responsible party for these individuals.  Nurses barely have time to take care of the patients that have no special needs; they are not equipped to take on the responsibility of our population in a hospital setting.   These are some of the kinds of impacts that a cuts such as the ones our Governor proposed could have happened. Not to mention what these cuts would have meant to these group homes on a daily basis. The less care the less likely these individuals will prosper, the less they will be in the community, the less of everything and their quality of life will decline. While the aim is to save money, what saving is there at the expense of someone dying or risking a further debilitating injury?  I would like to request Dr. Bigby that you take it upon yourself the Secretary of EOHHS to protect these individuals, to make our Governor understand the implications of the cuts he proposed and thankfully our legislators overrode. You, Dr. Bigby, have the awesome job of being the voices of those that cannot speak and who depend on these caregivers to be their eyes, voice, hands.  You Dr. Bigby, in your position, must ensure that these situations are understood, that the funding is allocated. You must ensure these individuals receive the care they require each and everyday. 

As I am sure you are aware these homes have many individuals that have left the institutions. These individuals were ensured they would receive good quality care that was one of the incentives for leaving the institution. Yet proposals to cut the funding for their care has already happened. It appears once these individuals are provided residence in the community they are now mercy of the budget cuts with no recourse.  I understand the state wants these facilities to close. But, what message is being sent to the individuals in these institutions when you promise them good care in a community setting and then they see this happening; the wrong message is being sent on several fronts. 

Thank you for this opportunity to provide you my comments; I pray my letter is in the hands of someone who will make a positive change in the Department of Developmental Services. 
Sincerely, 
Marion Julian 
10 Upland Road 
Braintree, MA 02184 
617-835-6773 
