MDDC Meeting Minutes
Sheraton Needham Hotel

December 14, 2010

Present: Lois Aldrich, Lora Brugnaro, Bethany Brown, Francis Seeley, Anne Fracht, Dianne Glennon, Edward Smith, Suzanne Gottlieb, Alan Kerzin, Jim Gleason, Julie Fitzpatrick, Robert Smith, Nan Leonard, Tim Kunzier, Rosalie Edes, Sandra Osborne, Jack Wier, Lisa Ching, Irving Sacks, Michael Delviscovo 
Excused: Debbie Pierce, Nancy Amatucci, Catherine Grace, Naomi Goldberg, Marty Mittnacht
Absent:  Gail Grossman, Shannon McCue
Guests:  Hillary Dunn, David Helm, Monique Flaraghty, John Blair, Amanda Fountain, Nora Nagle, Shawn Girard
Staff:  Kristin Britton, Adelia DelTrecco, Cathy Jackson, Lee Lemanski, Sandy Houghton, Monique Laperle, Harold Lieberman, Dan Shannon, Faith Behum, Liz Fancher, Jennifer Barrelle, Craig Hall, Ed Morgan
1. Acceptance of the Agenda:  Motion passed unanimously.
      Motion to accept:  First:  Lois Aldrich
Second:  Alan Kerzin
2. Approval of September Meeting Minutes:  Motion passed unanimously.
      Motion to approve:  First:  Lois Aldrich
  Second:  Lora Brugnaro


3. Council Updates:  Julie Fitzpatrick

Save the Date:  The annual Legislative Reception will take place on Wednesday March 2, 2011, 10:30 a.m. at the State House, Boston, MA.  The next quarterly meeting will be held on Tuesday March 15, 2011 at the Needham Sheraton.  At that meeting legislative priorities will be chosen.

Materials in Packets:  In your packets you will find information on the following:  A fact sheet on the Affordable Care Act for Americans with Disabilities, a list of frequently asked questions about the Council, MDDC Public Policy Report,  information on an Act to Require National Criminal Background Checks, the SALS report, Quarterly Council Report, Communication Guideline Questionnaire, Membership Directory, MDDC Public Policy update and Public Policy Team Meeting Minutes for both November 3rd and December 1st 2010, a brochure on the Direct Support Certificate Program at Quinsigamond Community College and the 2011 Council Activities spreadsheet.  Members are asked to review the Council Activities and encouraged to get more involved.  A list of duties and expectations is also attached.  Speak with the staff person assigned to the activity for more information.  

State Plan Committee:  The State Plan Committee has been appointed and will meet in January.   The purpose of this committee is to develop a list of potential goals and objectives for the 5 year plan.  The list will be discussed and a final set of goals and objectives voted on at the 2011 Council retreat.
Budget update:  The Council has received a partial allotment from ADD for 2011 which will fund us through December.  Dan Shannon negotiated and finalized a $161,758.00 contract with ADD to expand our DD Suite data management system for all DD Councils in all states to use to submit their annual reports and state plans.  Darren Jacobs has been hired from the contract to assist Ed Morgan on the DD Suite project.

Marketing update:  The Council has a new tag line: “A Life of Opportunity”.  This will be put on our website, Facebook page, and our letterhead.  It’s also a line that you can use to explain what the Council does for others.  Please go to the Council Facebook page and become a MDDC fan. Also, please let Cathy know of articles and other submissions of issues that we may want to post on our page.
Public Policy update:  We are looking for a graduate student to fill an intern position January through June 2011 to assist in the development of the state plan and the Council’s public policy priorities.  
Special Honors:  Congratulations to Sandy Houghton who recently received the first Craig Smith Spirit Award.  She was recognized at the Massachusetts Advocates Standing Strong annual conference in November.  More information along with a photo has been posted on the MDDC website and Facebook page.
4. Membership Committee Report:  Anne Fracht
The committee is still in search of one member to fill the institutional slot. We have two new members with us this evening and there are two new applications still awaiting approval from the Governor’s office.  This fall we will have three Council vacancies.
5. Public Policy Report: Kristin Britton, Faith Behum

Kristin Britton has in communication with the ARC and Mass Down Syndrome Congress regarding HB1780, an Act to Require National Background Checks.   The policy team met with Representative Marty Walsh earlier this morning to discuss his plans for re-filing.  (Refer to handout)
Public Policy Team Meetings will be held on the 4th Wednesday of every month at the MDDC office.  The first meeting convened on November 3rd and a second meeting was held on December 1st.  Minutes from both of those meetings are included in your packets.  A lot of time was spent developing the criteria that the Council will apply when choosing the legislative priorities for 2011-2012.  The PowerPoint handout includes all criteria agreed upon by members of the Council’s Public Policy Team.  If there are any additional criteria suggestions from Council members please contact Kristin. 

Please save the date for the MDDC Bill sharing (February 2, 2011) and the MDDC Legislative Reception (March 2, 2011).

Report on Autism Commission:  Faith Behum 

Faith is staff to the Autism Commission which was established on April 22, 2010.  The purpose of the commission is to look at the needs of people on the Autism spectrum in Massachusetts.  The commission is in charge of making recommendations to legislators regarding improvements needed to improve services.  The commission is made up of state legislators, citizen members and state agency representatives. The Autism Commission web site is: http://www.mass.gov/hhs/autismcommission.

The next commission meeting is scheduled to take place December 20, 2010 at 1 Ashburton Place, 21st floor Boston, MA from 3 p.m. – 5:00 p.m. All meetings will take place at the same location and time. Citizen members who have been appointed by the Governor will be announced at this meeting. We will also include presentations by state agencies that currently provide services to people and families with disabilities.  There are four sub-committees which are broken into age groups:  Birth-5, Ages 6-17, Ages 18-22, and adults.  For more information please contact Faith.
Comments:
- Alan Kerzin noted that California had a similar commission that came out with a report that introduced a variety of successful legislation.  Alan will be happy to connect this commission with the commission here in Massachusetts.
- Rosalie Edes indicated that in January they will be talking about adult housing and employment.  She thanked the Council for bringing aboard Faith Behum.

- Lisa Ching commented that committee meetings are difficult for parents to attend due to the 3-5 pm time period.  Lisa was encouraged to join in for sub-committee meetings which take place between 10:00 a.m. -12 p.m.  Anyone is welcome to join.  
Reminder: The upcoming Legislative Reception will take place Wednesday, March 2nd from 10:30 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.  Please allow additional time afterwards to meet with your legislators.
6. Gopen Fellowship Presentation:  Nora Nagle

Nora discussed the idea behind her project.  It stemmed from a lack of significant information for people with disabilities who are trying to access cultural institutions in Boston.  Her proposal was to create a website that offers a clearinghouse for this information.  Currently information is out-of-date and incomplete. (Refer to the PowerPoint presentation in the packets)  Please check out the accessible website created by Nora at WWW.exploreboston.org.  Comments regarding this site are welcomed.

7. 2011 Gopen Fellowship Announcement – David Helm

Nine applications were received and four finalists were interviewed in mid November.  Congratulations to Kevin Barrett, the new 2011 Gopen Fellow.  Kevin is a Needham resident whose project looks into reasonable accommodation on employment and housing for people on the Autism spectrum.  He has served as an advocate for the Aspergers Association of New England and the Autistic Self-Advocacy Network.  We welcome Kevin aboard. 
8. SALS Report:  Sandy Houghton, Lee Lemanski

Dana Cataldo, videographer, was been hired by the Council to work on a Self-Advocacy Leadership Series documentary featuring Sandy Houghton.  Craig Shannon is also volunteering on the project.  Sandy reports that it has been an interesting experience to be followed around and asked about her life.  Two weeks ago they met her at the Palmer office, took some footage, and rode back with her on the PVTA van to her home where they learned about her, her family and how she lives. 

This past September, Dana completed video footage on testimony from SALS graduates that was used during the SALS presentation at the National Council on Developmental Disabilities.  Clips of the SALS testimony video, video 1 was shown.
Aside from the videos used in the presentation the guest panel included John Anton who spoke about himself and how the SALS has influenced his life and group activities.  As a result, John was offered an opportunity to present in Wyoming on legislative advocacy.    Dianne Glennon spoke of the importance of involving legislators in the series giving students an opportunity to learn about government and the opportunity for government to learn about their constituents. As a result of the SALS presentation at the NACDD conference, there is interest in the SALS program from Nebraska, New Mexico, Florida, South Carolina, Wyoming and Guam. Video clip 2 of the SALS graduate testimony was shared with the council.
The Administration on Developmental Disabilities (ADD) is hosting a series of forums around the country, the first being in Philadelphia, in which they are soliciting testimony focusing on the following areas; childhood, adulthood, aging, and family and other supports.  Sandy testified on the topic of ensuring that each child with a developmental disability will successfully graduate from school prepared for college or a career of their choosing.  The title of the testimony was “Self Awareness and Social Communication”.  A copy of it is in your packets. 
The newest member of the SALS team, Monique Laperle, was introduced.  She is the first hire for the Train the Trainer Program for the SALS.  Monique will go through 3 phases of the program with the plan for her to teach classes in the central region.  The phases of the program are broken into 1. Observation, which consists of observing each class, reviewing and learning the training manual, then meeting with Sandy and Lee for discussion.  2. Shadowing, involves Monique teaching parts of the classes with Sandy; and 3. Teaching a class with a team partner.   

The November SALS graduation was held at the Kingston Town House.  Eighty family members, friends, agency staff and Representative Tom Calter were in attendance.  As always the graduates performed amazing speeches.  Representative Calter personally handed out the citations on behalf of both the House of Representatives and the Senate to the graduates for their achievement.
Sandy Houghton, Lee Lemanski and Monique Laperle all attended the Massachusetts Advocates Standing Strong Conference in November. The SALS had a table with information about both the SALS and the MDDC.  At the West Regional Workshop Lee and Sandy presented on the SALS to about 30 perspective students and supporters regarding the upcoming series to begin in January at Springfield Technical Community College.  Currently ten applications have been received.
9. Departing Members’ Recognition
The following were recognized and thanked for their service on the council:
Michael Delviscovo, Jack Weir and Nan Leonard.
10.  Other Business (Communication Guidelines Questionnaire)

Please fill out the questionnaire on the left side of your packet.  We collect them on the way out so please give them to a staff member.
11.  Other Business
12.  Adjournment: Motion to Adjourn:  Motion passed unanimously.
First: Francis Seeley
Second:   Lisa Ching         
Time: 8:10 p.m.
______________________________________________

Reviewed/Approved




Date

Dianne Glennon, Secretary

______________________________________________

Daniel M. Shannon, Executive Director

Date

