Massachusetts Water Resources Authority

Drought Management Task Force
Update

12.05.24

Matthew Walsh, Senior Engineer, Reservoir Operations
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Quabbln Reservolr | Date | Elevation | Volume | % Volume

12/03/24 522.10 352,350 85.5%
11/18/24 522.09 352,275 85.5%

Totals 0.01 75 0.0%
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Wachusett Reservoir

Wachusett Reservoir Elevation
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Precipitation * Combined Watersheds*
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Sudbury System
Sudbury flows into Res 3
Res 3 flows into Res 1
Res 2 flows into Res 1

Res 1 flows into the
Sudbury River
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Foss Reservoir

183 1

181

179 A

177

175 7

173 A

—

P V=T

171

L L L L L L L

Nov-23

Jan-24 Mar-24 May-24 Jul-24 Sep-24 Nov-24 Jan-25

—Foss Reservoir — Lower Limit — Upper Limit



MWRA Drought Messaging:

Home > Mews > MWRA Urges Water Conservation

MWRA Urges Water Conservation

Novernber 12, 2024

Every
drop
counts!

11/12/24 Update:
Due to three months of below normal rainfall, Energy and Environmental Affairs (EEA) Secratary
Rebecca Tepper declared a Level 3 - Critical Drought in the Central and Northeast Regions, and a
Level 2 - Significant Drought in the Western, Connecticut River Valley, and Southeast Regions of
the Commonwealth.

For more information on the current drought cenditions, technical guidance regarding drought
management actions and for drought-related tools and outreach materials, please visit these
Commanwealth information resources: www.mass.gov/ma-drought-management; for water

conservation il'I'|’LPI'I"Ildlil'.)l'lI g0 O WWWIMAss goviconservemawater.

MWRAS water supply system is not eurrently experiencing drought conditions, as defined within

its individual plan, but encourages water conservation wherever you can.
Click here to see tips on saving water at home, both indoors and outdoors.

Since the early 1980s, MWRA's water communities have successfully reduced water usage by over
30%, which means that the Quabbin and Wachusett Reservoirs are still near full and in the

normal operating range for this time of year. Although MWRA will not be issuing mandatory
water restrictions on our member communities, it is always important to conserve water
whierever you can, so that if the drought eontinues, we will have the water we need.

Home > Your Water System > Water Conservation

Water Conservation

MWRA'S Water Conservation and Efficiency programs help maintain regional water demand
comfortably below the water supply systern’s safe yield (300 million gallons per day).

WIWRA'S current S-ypear average regional water demand is approximately 200 mgd. Water
conservation also helps maintain regional wastewater flow below the required permit limit at the
Deer Island Wastewater Treatment Plant (dry day limit of 436 million gallens per day). MWRA'S
current S-year average regional wastewater flow is approximately 315 mgd. Tips and information
on how to save water at home are linked below.

More information is available for communities, environmental groups, and individual customers

covering a wide range of water conservation and efficiency topics. Details and links are provided
below.

MWRA Water Conservation

Open all =
MWRA Annual Demand Management Report L4
Free Water Conservation Brochures »
Free Low-Flow Water Fixtures L]
Water System Leak Detection Task Order Contrace L4
Industrial, Commercial and Institutional Water Management k
EPA's Watersense Program Partnership »
Water Conservation Links »



http://www.mwra.com/

	Slide 1: Drought Management Task Force Update  12.05.24    Matthew Walsh, Senior Engineer, Reservoir Operations 
	Slide 2: Quabbin Reservoir
	Slide 3: Quabbin Reservoir 
	Slide 4: Wachusett Reservoir
	Slide 5: Precipitation * Combined Watersheds*
	Slide 6: Sudbury & Foss Reservoirs
	Slide 7:  MWRA Drought Messaging:   www.mwra.com 

