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        August 27, 2018 

 

 

Mr. Robert Cummings 

Enviro Cycle, LLC 

50 Homers Wharf 

New Bedford, MA 02740 

 

RE: Determination of Administrative Completeness  

with Technical Comments on 

Corrective Action Design Application BWP SW 25  

Transmittal No. X280902  

 

AT: Attleboro Landfill 

179 Peckham Street 

Attleboro, MA 

Facility No. 132263    R.O. No. 172303  

 

 

Dear Mr. Cummings, 

 

The Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection (“MassDEP” or “Department”) has 

completed its Administrative Review of the permit application listed above and determined that the 

application is administratively complete.  Accordingly, MassDEP has begun its Technical Review. 

 

The Application is comprised of the following documents and is being reviewed pursuant to 310 

CMR 19.000 Solid Waste Management Regulations and the Department's Landfill Technical 

Guidance Manual, May 1997 (the "Manual"): 
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A. One bound document entitled” Corrective Action design, Attleboro Landfill – Phase B, 179 

Peckham Street, Attleboro, Massachusetts”,  July 27, 2018; and 

B. A set of five 24’ x 36” design drawings entitled “Attleboro Landfill Phase B Closure Plan”, 

dated June 20, 2018. 

 

During its review, MassDEP determined that additional information is necessary to clarify and 

supplement the application.  In accordance with 310 CMR 4.20(2).2.b the Department may request 

additional information during a technical review.  Please review and respond in writing to the 

following comments. 

 

1. Comment on Project Narrative: 

a. Narrative section 3.1.3 states that GSE of Houston Texas, or approved equal, will 

supply and install the membrane in accordance with their QA manual for the 

installation.  Provide a copy of the GSE QA manual for MassDEP review. Where 

the GSE QA manual states the design engineer is to make a determination, cite 

the issue and make a project specific determination.   (For example: state that 

independent third party destructive seam testing will be performed in addition to 

field testing and the samples will also be archived.)  Also, state that independent 

third party testing shall follow the protocol for on-site testing for peel and shear.   

 

2. Comments on Project Specifications: 

 

a. Specification 01400, Quality Assurance /Quality Control part 3.14 states the 

Subcontractors’ QA manual must be submitted and approved by the Engineer prior to 

starting work. Should GSE not be selected as the supplier/installer as indicated above, 

MassDEP will require submittal of the selected supplier/installers QA manual at the 

time of selection for MassDEP review and approval.  Accordingly, the geomembrane 

supplier/installer must be selected in a timely fashion. (also refer to comment 1.a 

above) 

b. Narrative page 13 states the maximum stone size in the sand drainage layer will be 

3/8”.   Specification 02200 2.01: Earth Materials, Part B: Drainage Sand should also 

specify a maximum 3/8” stone size and a maximum of 5% passing the #200 sieve. 

Refer to MassDEP’s Landfill Technical Guidance Manual page 1-15.  

c. Specification 02200 2.01: Earth Materials, Part G: Topsoil should include a testing 

for permeability with a maximum permeability value of the value used in the HELP 

Model evaluation.    
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3. Comments on stormwater calculations: 

a. Discuss the results of the HELP model evaluations submitted. 

b. Provide calculations demonstrating the 3:1 sloped areas in the northeast and 

northwest corners of Phase B will be stable under maximum flow conditions in 

the drainage sand.  

c. Confirm that the post-construction drainage area assumptions in the “Drainage 

Report” are consistent with the final design based on MassDEP’s “Drawing 3 

comment 4b below. 

d. Demonstrate that the access road side drainage swales, road crossing conduits and 

downspouts have adequate capacity. 

e. Determine the anticipated maximum depth of stormwater ponded in Pond No.1 

and in the “Staging and Preliminary Sedimentation Area”.  Ensure the rip-rap 

stone at the toe of slope extends above these elevations to ensure stormwater 

within the sand drainage layer can freely discharge through the stone under all 

stormwater ponding conditions. Also ensure that the sand drainage layer sub drain 

pipes daylight above this elevation. (refer to comment 5f)   

 

4. Comments on Drawing 3: 

a. The Traffic Control Plan states on page 7, Section 3.4.2:Wheel Cleaning that crushed 

stone will be placed as a road surface for the last 300 feet of the road from the work 

area to Peckham Street. Add the proposed crushed stone road area to Drawing 3. 

b. Revise Drawing #3 to show the spot elevations, break points, flow direction and 

minimum slope in all stormwater swales.  

c. Provide base area spot elevations and contour line labels for each stormwater pond.  

d. Provide documentation that the proposed final contours will provide for placement of 

the quantity of Re-Crete approved in the Administrative Consent Order #00002501.   

e. Discuss and justify the spacing of the drainage pipes within the sand drainage layer 

based on HELP model results.  

f. Discuss whether the project requires the removal of any trees, particularly on the east 

side of the project area. If tree removal is required, discuss the potential for the Phase 

A and Phase B areas to become visible from nearby residences.  

g.  Confirm whether a Request for determination of Applicability or a Notice of Intent is 

required to be submitted for any proposed work.   

h. Consider adding stone to the west side plateau berm as this berm collects significant 

surface stormwater runoff from Phase A and Phase B.  

   

5. Comments on Drawing #5: 

a. Provide dimensions for the extent of the 2” crushed stone in the stormwater swale at 

the plateau berm on the “Anchor Trench Detail”. 
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b. Provide dimensions for the lateral extent of rip-rap and the trough depth on the 

“Typical Access Road Section Detail”.  

c. On the “Proposed Existing Waste Gas Vent Well” detail, provide the vent well boring 

diameter and the backfill material proposed for the existing waste vents.  

d. The “Proposed Existing Waste Gas Vent Well” detail includes the notation “Extend 

vent to observed groundwater level. This should be revised to include (… or to the 

bottom of waste, whichever is higher”.  

e. Narrative section 3.1.2 states the existing waste gas collection wells will be connected 

by a header system to a vent on the “east side of the site”.  On Drawing 5, the 

“Proposed Existing Waste Gas Vent Well” detail includes the notation “Header to 

other gas vent wells”.  Drawing 3 indicates header pipes are proposed between the 4 

existing waste gas collection wells, but does not indicate a header to a passive vent.  
 

To ensure that landfill gas is adequately vented, each vent should extend above grade 

to a passive vent. Each passive vent should be constructed to allow closure (capping) 

of the vent, should the passive landfill gas venting system need to be retrofitted to an 

active gas collection system at a later date.   
 

MassDEP also requests that the locations of proposed future header pipes be shown 

for future retrofitting to an active gas collection system if necessary.  
 

A detail should also be provided illustrating how the passive vents installed within the 

Re-Crete material would be converted for the connection of the header for the active 

system and capped to eliminate passive venting.   

 

f. The “Typical Access Road Section” detail indicates the sand drainage layer will 

discharge into the stone swale at the edge of the access road.  The access road and 

perimeter swale are not located adjacent to the toe of slope in the northeast corner of 

Phase B (near Pond No. 1) or along the west side of phase B (adjacent to the “Staging 

and Preliminary Sedimentation Area”).  Provide a detail illustrating the sand drainage 

outlet where no swale/access road is intended.   

 

g. Provide design details with all appropriate dimensions for the following: 

i. the discharge end of the stormwater downspouts; 

ii. the discharge ends of pond (stormwater basin) 1, 2, and 3 outlets; 

iii. the inlet, outlet, and cross section of the access road crossing piping;  

iv. the Pond No. 3 emergency spillway show on Drawing 3, and  

v. proposed emergency spillways at Ponds No.1 and No. 2 and the access road in 

the vicinity of the “Staging and Preliminary Sedimentation Area”, if any. 
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For each basin outlet detail, indicate the existing ground elevations at the point of 

discharge.  

 

Pursuant to 310 CMR 4.04(2)(c).1 Submittals During Departmental Review Periods, the 

Department may request additional information from the Applicant during any Departmental 

review period without extending or reducing the time provided in the schedule for the 

Department to complete such review and the Department may specify a reasonable time within 

which the Applicant may provide such additional information.   Accordingly, MassDEP requests 

that the additional information be submitted within 30 days of the date of this Determination of 

Administrative Completeness with Technical Comments.  

 

If you have any questions regarding the review of this application, please contact me at (508) 

946-2847 or Dan Connick at (508) 946-2884 or at the letterhead address. 

 

       Very truly yours, 

       
       Mark Dakers, Chief 

       Solid Waste Management Section 

       Bureau of Air and Waste 

 

D/DC 

 

cc: Michelle N. O’Brien, Esq. 

  Pierce Atwood LLP 

  100 Summer Street, 22
nd

 Floor 

  Boston, MA 02110 
 

ec: Mayor Paul Heroux 

City of Attleboro 

  paulheroux@cityofattleboro.us 

  mayorssecretary@cityofattleboro.us 

 

  Attleboro Board of Health 

  health@cityofattleboro.us 

 

Michael Units, Norton Town Manager 

MYunits@nortonmaus.com 

 

Norton Board of Health 

health@nortonmaus.com 

healthagent@nortonmaus.com 

mailto:paulheroux@cityofattleboro.us
mailto:mayorssecretary@cityofattleboro.us
mailto:health@cityofattleboro.us
mailto:MYunits@nortonmaus.com
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ec: MassDEP - Boston 

 ATTN: R. Blanchet 

 

MassDEP - Lakeville 

 ATTN M. Pinaud 

  M. Dakers 
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