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DFS Sprinkler/SAFE Trailer 

Operational Guidelines

1. Make sure that the trailer is on a paved and flat surface.

a. The area where the trailer is to be located should allow for plenty of turn radius.

i. It should not be set up in an alley.

ii. Leave room on both sides for the handicap ramps.

b. To operate the leveling system:

i. The generator must be turned on and running.

ii. The power diverter must be turned on.

1. This is located on the black box that is behind the generator mounted on the trailer frame.

c. The leveling system is operated by the toggle switch located on top of the ball hitch receiver.

d. Once level shut off the power diverter.

e. The MFA driver should complete this step when the trailer is delivered.

2. Turn on the generator.

a. Check fuel level.

i. Add gasoline if needed.

b. Turn on generator with key.

c. Make sure circuit breaker is in the ‘ON’ position.

3. Plug main power line for trailer into generator.

a. Unlock the second utility access door on the left side of the trailer.

b. Take main power line and plug it in to the 30-volt outlet on the generator.

c. The trailer should now have power for all of its systems.

d. For noise reduction you may want to use power from a standing power source like a building.

i. You will find an adapter in the cabinet above the sink.

4. Using the trailer’s onboard heater.

a. If you need to use the trailer’s onboard heater you must turn on the propane tank located at the front of the trailer near the generator.

b. The thermostat controls are located inside the trailer on the wall across from the control room door.

i. Set to heat.

ii. Set to the appropriate temperature.

5. Using the telescopic camera.

a. At this time it is not recommended that the telescopic camera be used.

b. The camera does not rotate 360(.

6. Go into the control room and turn on all of the circuit breakers located in the circuit board.

a. If you are only going to use certain props you may elect to only turn on the circuit breakers for those props that you will be using.

7. Turn on the control switches for the props that you will be using are all in the ‘ON’ position in the control room.

8. If you are going to be using the Public Address (PA) system:

a. Turn on the controller on the table in the control room.

b. Turn on the cordless microphone – switch is on the bottom of the ‘mike’.

c. Remember that the microphone will broadcast to all of the speakers throughout the trailer.

9. Sprinkler Demonstrations.

a. Fill the water tank with water.

i. The trailer cannot be delivered with water in the tank, so you will need to fill it before starting your demonstration(s).

1. Make sure you close the tank drain valve that is located inside of the trailer, under the counter that is just outside of the sprinkler room and under the pump control panel.

ii. The intake for this water tank is located behind the first utility access door located on the left side of the trailer.

1. The same key unlocks both of these doors.

iii. Use a regular garden hose to fill this tank.

iv. Once filled you may elect to leave the hose attached but shut off the water flow.

b. Make sure all water valves are in the ‘OPEN’ position.

i. Do not close any of these valves except the tank drain valve.

ii. The Crib Room likes to keep them open at all times.

c. If the trailer is not placed over or near a drain, it is recommended that you place a 5-gallon bucket under the sprinkler room drain to catch all the water from the sprinkler demonstrations.

i. The bucket should be emptied after every demonstration.

d. Open the ceiling vents in the sprinkler portion of the trailer.

i. The 2 vents need to be manually opened.

e. Clip a piece of 100% cotton material to the prop using the 2 binder clips that are provided.

i. T-shirts are recommended.

ii. Towels may be substituted.

iii. Any material that will be burned must be 100% cotton.

1. Any material other than 100% cotton will clog the drains.

f. If you are going to use a new sprinkler head check it at this time.

i. If you need to change it, the new sprinkler heads are located in a cabinet in the kitchen area of the trailer. There should also be an adjustable wrench with them.

ii. Make sure that the pump is off.

iii. Unscrew the used sprinkler head and insert the new head.

1. Be sure to remove the plastic safety device once the new head is in place.

2. To ensure that the water from the sprinkler will extinguish the t-shirt, you will have to slightly bend the sprinkler shield.

g. If you are using an old sprinkler head just leave it in place.

h. Go back into the kitchen area and turn the sprinkler pump on at the Systems Monitor control panel. 

i. Then use the ‘Test’ toggle switch to make sure that the water tank is reading full.

ii. If you are using a new sprinkler head then you may also turn on the separate Pump switch located to the right of the Systems Monitor control pane.

1. This will turn the pump on and put water into the sprinkler pipes.

iii. If you are using an old sprinkler head, then leave the separate Pump switch in the ‘Off’ position until you are ready to run the demonstration and flow water to the sprinkler head and put out the fire.

i. Ignite the material and quickly exit the sprinkler prop area.

i. Make sure that the door is tightly closed behind you.

ii. There will be smoke buildup and it will bank down towards the floor rather quickly.

iii. If you are using a new sprinkler head then the system should activate automatically.

iv. If you are using an old sprinkler head then the operator must manually turn the separate Pump switch on when the fire is perceived to have reached the stage when a new head would have activated.

v. When the fire has been extinguished, turn the Pump switch off.

vi. When the water stops flowing turn both of the vents on.

1. The sprinkler area should clear out rather quickly.

vii. Once the sprinkler area is clear of smoke the operator can enter it and begin cleaning up the area.

1. The remnants of the burned material should be taken away and disposed of in metal container.

a. A PW could be used to further soak it if there are any embers present.

2. Check the drains to make sure that they are operating properly.

a. Remove any debris that may be blocking them.

3. Between each demonstration use the squeegees that are located in the cabinet under the television the clean the glass.

a. If more cleaning is needed an off-the-shelf glass/window cleaner can be used.

j. Refill the water tank if needed.

k. Check the drain plug located just below the entry door on the right side of the trailer.

i. If little or no water is coming out, unscrew the drain cap and clean out the debris blocking the drain holes.

10. Using the SAFE part of the trailer.

a. Make sure the main control switches for the props you are using are on in the control room.

b. Smoke generator.

i. Open all of the ceiling vents before starting any demonstrations.

ii. If you are going to use the smoke generator, you must make sure that the reservoir is full and that the switch on the actual generator is in the on position.

iii. It will take the generator a few minutes to warm up before it starts generating smoke.

1. There is also a remote to control the generator once it is turned on.

iv. Once it is generating smoke you can choose to have it go into either of the 2 rooms or both rooms.

1. The valves for this option are located just after the smoke generator in the control room.

v. When the smoke generator is on, the heated door props should engage automatically.

1. The Crib Room has preset them.

vi. When the demonstration is over, turn the ceiling vents on.

1. The room(s) should clear rather quickly.

11. Once the demonstrations are completed clean up the trailer.

a. Make sure that the water tank is empty.

i. Open the tank drain valve and allow the tank to drain completely.

b. Make sure the glass walls are clean.

c. Make sure there is no standing water left in sprinkler section.

i. It should have all gone down the drain.

ii. If needed use a broom or a squeegee to push the standing water into the drain.

d. Manually close all the ceiling vents.

e. Secure the telescoping camera – if it was used.

f. Make sure that the rest of the trailer has been cleaned.

g. Note any broken or damaged items, or props that would not function properly.

i. A checklist or MFA form should be provided.

12. Unplug the main power cord and store it back in place.

a. Remove garden hose and replace plug.

b. Close and lock both utility access doors.

13. Turn off generator.

a. Allow generator to cool before putting its cover back on.

14. Secure trailer.

a. Make sure both doors are locked.

b. Put both sets of stairs in the stowed position.

c. Put the handrails in the stowed position.

15. MFA driver will come and tow the trailer back to DFS.

