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INTRODUCTION:

About MAMH

Since 1913, the Massachusetts Association for Mental Health, Inc. (MAMH) has been an independent, United way affiliated non-profit Massachusetts corporation engaged in educational outreach and advocacy focused on promoting mental health, and community based services, including housing, treatment, education and employment for people with mental illnesses and their families.  The National Institute for Mental Health (NIMH) has designated MAMH as its Massachusetts partner for educational outreach under its Outreach Partnership Program. 

MAMH also works with individuals with mental illnesses and their family members or friends to help them access services.  

The membership of our board of directors – 80 strong – includes people from virtually every profession in Massachusetts – law, banking and finance, health care, government, education, housing, human services, child welfare and insurance.  Our board includes consumers, their family members and community activists.  We have a sitting United States Congressman and two former commissioners of mental health.  

A listing of our board members is attached.

II.  MAMH BUDGET RECOMMENDATIONS FOR FY 2010

(A) Language Recommendation (No Funding Required):

· Continue to provide in Line Item 4000-0300 the oversight authority to DMH over any proposal to limit access to medications used in the treatment of mental illness.  This initiative, which was developed as a compromise to proposed legislation that would have prohibited any restrictions on access, has appeared in every budget since FY 2004.

 
(B) Funding Recommendations:

(1) Maintain DMH Base Funding Levels:  In its House 2 budget submission the Administration proposed for DMH a budget that allow it to do all it was currently doing. This was the first “maintenance level” budget proposed for DMH since FY 2002.  While at this time, we cannot be certain as to what 9C cuts may be necessary because of the worsening economy, we hope that in the event 9c cuts are proposed, you will keep in mind the following:

· Since FY 2002, DMH has reduced its FTE count more than any other EOHHS agency.  No agency or organization in or outside of government can sustain quality in its programs and services if it continues to reduce personnel at this rate. We believe DMH sustained an inordinate amount of reductions during economic slow downs.  

· Moreover, it did not prosper to the extent of other EOHHS agencies during the better economic times.  

· Therefore, we respectfully request at a minimum that DMH receive appropriations in FY 2010 that will allow it to maintain its base and current services. 

(2) Provide DMH with $1 Million to provide new community based residential services: Too many of DMH’s clients are either homeless, living in shelters or group homes or are “discharge ready” but stuck in state hospitals, group homes or other continuing care facilities waiting for a community placement.  We are proposing a modest but important infusion of $1 Million of new funding to allow DMH to create additional community-based residential settings for its clients.   

(3) Rental Assistance ($ 500,000):  We also recommend and urge you to support another $1 Million to Account 7004-9033 (Department of Housing and Community Development), which is a special rental assistance account for DMH Clients.  While this account is not under your Secretariat, we hope you will use your leadership and influence to signal support for this initiative since the direct beneficiaries are DMH clients. 

· For the past four fiscal years, MAMH has been advocating gradual ($500,000) annual increases to this account.  We have been successful and the current appropriation for FY 2009 stands at $4 Million.  

· In terms of housing, we believe rental assistance provides the greatest return on investment.   It allows DMH clients who are in more costly group homes or staffed apartments to move to more independent (and less costly) private housing.  That, in turn, frees up space for “discharge ready” DMH clients to move from state hospitals into the community.

· The best available estimate is that each additional $500,000 in rental assistance provides some form of housing assistance for 85 DMH clients.

MAMH stands ready to work with EOHHS and the Patrick/Murray Administration to improve the lives and opportunities for the children, adolescents, adults and seniors of the Commonwealth with mental illnesses and emotional disorders.

Thank you
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MAMH                                               Member of the Child Welfare League of America, Inc.                                                                                

All contributions are tax deductible
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