Name: Donna R Vossberg
Address: 43 Pinewood Drive, Gardner, MA 01440
Relationship to Residents: Grandmother of two boys at Seven Hills Pediatric Center
Dear Commissioner Goldstein and Members of the Public Health Council,
I am the grandmother of two boys who live at Seven Hills Pediatric Center, and I visit them often. Each visit shows me that Seven Hills is not just a facility; it is the safe place that keeps them healthy and calm. I oppose the proposed amendments to 105 CMR 150.003(E) and 150.011(M) because they would remove residents based on physical age, even though many, including my grandsons, function developmentally at an infant level and need pediatric trained care every hour of the day.
Since my grandsons moved to Seven Hills, their hospitalizations have decreased dramatically, which I have seen firsthand over many visits. That stability comes from continuous monitoring, gentle daily support, feeding assistance, and the presence of skilled nursing staff who understand the needs of children who cannot speak for themselves.
Adult nursing facilities are not set up for children functioning at an infant level. CMS minimum staffing for typical adult nursing homes is 3.48 total nursing hours per resident per day, including 0.55 RN hours. Seven Hills provides about 4.17 total nursing hours and 1.0 RN hour daily, reflecting the much higher level of hands on care required. That difference is why my grandsons are safer at Seven Hills.
My grandsons share a room. Being together gives them comfort and emotional security. Under the proposed rule, one would be forced to leave at 22 while the other remains, separating brothers who rely on each other and causing serious emotional distress for the boys and our entire family.
Physical age does not reduce medical or developmental needs. For children at an infant developmental level, continuity of care is essential for safety, stability, and health. Moving them from Seven Hills would undo their progress and place them at severe and unnecessary risk.
I respectfully ask the Department to withdraw these amendments and preserve individualized, clinically driven decisions that recognize developmental age, maintain continuity of care, and keep siblings together in the only setting capable of meeting their needs. Thank you for your careful consideration and for upholding policies that prioritize clinical judgment, resident safety, and family unity over arbitrary age limits.
Sincerely,
Donna Vossberg
