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				Filing season 
1. [bookmark: _GoBack]Open and Close - DOR will begin accepting electronic returns on January 28. After testing a variety of returns for up to a week, DOR will open for all returns. The due date for submitting 2018 returns is April 17. Keep an eye on the filing season overview page throughout the filing season.
1. Check your software vendor’s testing status for e-filing and 2D with the Approval status for tax software vendors lists on the DOR website, which will be updated with new information as needed.
1. Information about major 2018 tax changes, including the annual Circuit Breaker update, impact of federal tax reform, and much more is available for your review. 
Looking ahead to 2019
What’s coming up this year? There’s a lot going on. Here are some of the important highlights: 
1. Income tax rate drops to 5.05% as of January 1, 2019. More information.
1. A centralized fax number for POAs is now available. If you are working with a specific DOR auditor, collector or other employee, please fax the POA to that individual. If not, please fax an executed Form M-2848  to 617-887-3995. It will be added to the taxpayer’s account within 24-48 hours. 
1. Paid Family Medical Leave is new on the horizon for Massachusetts. The Department of Family and Medical Leave would like you to know that their website was recently updated to include listening sessions for draft regulations. Draft regulations will be posted on or before January 23.
1. Annual Certification of Tax Entity Status deadline is April 1. Boards of assessors in Massachusetts rely on this list to provide critical information to determine applicability of specific property tax exemptions for different classifications of corporations. Learn more about filing the Annual Certification of Entity Tax Status.
1. Links for new programs and other important information: marijuana retail taxes, room occupancy excise on short-term rentals, small business energy exemption, surcharge on vehicle rental transactions, Paid Family Medical Leave, HIRD (FAQs top of page).

 If you missed a prior DOR News issue, you can always find it on
the Tax Professionals page.  
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				Follow us on social media for continual updates and information 
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