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Re:	Essential Services Finding
Facility:	Merrimack Health Methuen Hospital
Re:	Pediatric Service
Ref. #:	2225-751
Dear Anthony Alley:
On July 8, 2026, the Department of Public Health (the “Department”) received a notice from you regarding Merrimack Health’s intent to discontinue Pediatric Services at Merrimack Health Methuen Hospital (the “Hospital”) in Methuen, MA. A public hearing was held via teleconference on August 5, 2026.
Following the hearing and review of information presented, the Department has determined, pursuant to 105 CMR 130.122(E), the Pediatric Service the Hospital intends to remove from its license is not necessary for preserving access and health status in the Hospital's service area. The Department based this finding on information presented that the Hospital’s 20 Pediatric Service beds were taken out of service over ten years prior to Merrimack Health’s acquisition of the Hospital from Steward Health Care in October 2024. Additionally, Northeastern Massachusetts on average has staffed, available pediatric beds at three regional hospitals, Beverly Hospital, Lowell General Hospital and Merrimack Health Lawrence Hospital.
The Hospital may proceed with plans to remove the Pediatric Service from the Hospital license.
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Thank you for your continued cooperation in this process. If you have any questions, please contact Walter Mackie at Walter.Mackie@Mass.Gov.

Sincerely,
[image: ]
Stephen Davis Director


cc:	T. Smith, DPH
A. Sousa, DPH
J. Bernice, DPH
J. Gagne, DPH
M. Callahan, DPH
T. McNamara, DPH
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