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July 3,2017

VIA E.MAIL AND OVERNIGHT MAIL

Sara J. Clark, Secretary

Department of Telecommunications and Cable

1000 Washington Street, 8th Floor, Suite 820

Boston, MA 02118-6500

Re: D.T.C. Docket No. 1.7-3: Budget PrePayo Inc.'s Petition for Relinquishment of
Its Eligible Telecommunications Carrier Designation in Massachusetts

Dear Ms. Clark:

Enclosed please find an original and three (3) copies of the following documents for

filing in the abovã-referenced proceeding on behalf of Budget PrePay, Inc. ("Budget"):

l. Budget's Responses to the Department of Telecommunications and Cable's First Set

of Information Requests dated June 9, 2017;

2. proof of Publication of the Notice of Hearing inThe Boston Globe andThe

Republican; and

3. The requisite Cenificate of Service

please contact me if you have any questions regarding the information provided.

Sincerely,

Todd B. Lantor
Counsel to Budget PrePaY, Inc.

Enclosures

cc: Courtney Hickson, Hearing Officer (w/enc. via overnight mail and e-mail)

Sean Carroll, Deputy General Counsel (w/enc. via e-mail)

Sandra Merrick, General Counsel (w/enc. via e-mail)

Joe Tiernan, Administrator of Special Projects and Data Analytics (denc' via e-mail)

Lindsay DeRoche, Director, competition Division (denc. via e-mail)

Joslyn Day, Director, Consumer Division (denc. via e-mail)

Corey Pilz, Deputy Director, Consumer Division (denc. via e-mail)



FIRST SET OF INFORMATION REQUESTS OF THE
DEPARTMENT OF TELECOMMI.INICATIONS AND CABLE

BUDGET PREPAY, INC.
D.T.C. DOCKET NO. I7-3

Person Responsible for Answer: Robin Enkey
Date Filed: July 512017

D.T.C. 1-1:

Response:

Identify all states in which Budget, or any of its affrliates, have received

relinquishment of its ETC designation. Provide complete and detailed

documentation for each such state.

Below is the list of states in which a decision has been rendered regarding

Budget's request for relinquishment of the Budget's ETC designation status.

Exhibit A includes copies of the rulings made by each state commission in
alphabetical order by state.

Arkansas
Colorado
Georgia
Idaho
Indiana
Iowa
Kansas
Kentucky
Louisiana
Maryland
Nebraska
Ohio
Oklahoma
Puerto Rico
Rhode Island
South Carolina
South Dakota
Utah
'Washington

V/est Virginia
Wisconsin
Wyoming



FIRST SET OF INFORMATION REQUESTS OF THE

DEPARTMENT OF TELECOMMLTNICATIONS AND CABLE

BUDGET PREPAY,INC.
D.T.C. DOCKET NO. 17-3

Person Responsible for Answer: Robin Enkey
Date Filed: July 5,2017

D.T.C. 1-2: Please provide the date after which Budget no longer enrolled new subscribers in

Massachusetts.

Response: May 12,2017. The same date as Budget's Petition for Relinquishment of its ETC

designation in Massachusetts.



FIRST SET OF INFORMATION REQUESTS OF THE
DEPARTMENT OF TELECOMMUNICATIONS AND CABLE

BUDGET PREPAY, INC.
D.T.C. DOCKET NO. 17-3

Person Responsible for Answer: Robin Enkey
Date Filed: July 5,2017

D.T.C. l-3: The Petition included an exit plan that indicated Budget would send notice of its

proposed ETC relinquishment to its subscribers via U.S. Mail and text message.

Þetition at 5. Confirm that these mailings and text messages were sent to each

subscriber, provide the date on which each form of notice was sent, and provide a

final version of the mailed written response and text message notice.

Response: On May 15,2017, Budget Mobile notified its customers in Massachusetts, via text

message (in botd text below), that Budget Mobile would be discontinuing its

provision of wireless services in Massachusetts.

Budget Mobile plans to cease service on7-17'2017.

To continue serviceo you will need to contact another Lifeline provider
authorized by the Massachusetts DTC.

A list of Lifeline providers in Mass. is available at
http ://www.lifelinesupport. org/ls/comnanies/companies.aspx

For more informationo please call888-777'4007 or visit
www.budgetmobile. co m.

In addition, on May 19,20!7, Budget Mobile mailed the attached letter to its

customers in Massachusetts providing notification that their Lifeline service from

Budget Mobile would cease on or after July 17,2017 . See Exhibit B.

On June 2l,2017,Budget Mobile again notified its customers in Massachusetts,

via text message (in bold text below), that Budget Mobile would be discontinuing

its provision of wireless services in Massachusetts.

URGENT: Budget Mobile plans to cease service in your state.

To continue service, you will need to contact another Lifeline provider.

A list of Lifeline providers is available at
http ://wvrw. lifelinesupport.org/ls/companies/companies.aspx

For more information visit www.budgetmobile.com



FIRST SET OF INFORMATION REQUESTS OF THE
DEPARTMENT OF TELECOMMLTNICATIONS AND CABLE

BUDGET PREPAY, INC.
D.T.C. DOCKET NO. 17-3

Person Responsible for Answer: Robin Enkey
Date X'iled: July 5,2017

D.T.C. 1-4:

Response

As the service Budget provides in Massachusetts is primarily voice, how will
subscribers that do not have data options on their phones be impacted by the text

message notification that includes a link for additional information?

All Budget customers in Massachusetts have access to text messaging services, as

well as voice services. All Budget Lifeline customers are provided with a 500

text message monthly allowance. Text messages initiated by Budget do not

reduce a Budget Lifeline subscriber's monthly text message allowance.

Consumers without mobile broadband service from Budget can access the links

on their Budget phone anywhere where Wi-Fi service available - which is, often

times, free, or by using any computer.



Person Responsible for Answer: Robin Enkey
Date Filed: July 5,2017

D.T.C. 1-5:

Response:

Explain Budget's process for de-enrolling its subscribers from the National
Lifeline Accountability Database ("NLAD"), including but not limited to, its de-

enrollment plan, atimeline, risk mitigation, whether any subscribers will be

subject to a port freeze as outlined in 47 C.F.R. $ 54.411 and the FCC's 2016

Lifeline Order (FCC 16-3S) and what notice Budget has provided to the Universal

Service Administrative Co. ("USAC"). Further, has Budget received

confirmation a text message will be accepted by USAC and other ETCs as proof
Budget ceased its services in Massachusetts for the port freeze exemption?

Budget typically notifies USAC, via e-mail, that its ETC relinquishment petition
has been approved within one week of Budget's granted ETC relinquishment

effective date. Once USAC processes Budget's discontinuance of service notice,

then USAC de-enrolls Budget's subscribers from NLAD, thereby allowing any

remaining Budget Lifeline customers in that state to receive Lifeline service from
another Lifeline provider.

Below is the step-by-step process implemented by Budget for de-enrolling its
subscribers from NLAD:

First, Budget disconnects the Budget subscriber's account in its internal
system.

Second, Budget's Application Program Interface (APÐ batches these

disconnected accounts and sends the disconnected subscriber information
to NLAD.

Third, NLAD processes the Budget subscriber disconnects which de-

enrolls the subscriber from being claimed by Budget in NLAD and from
any receiving Lifeline benefit, allowing the customer to transfer their
Lifeline benefit to another Lifeline provider.

o

a

a Finally, if there ¿re any issues in the above de-enrollment process, Budget
manually de-enrolls any subscriber accounts that did not get de-enrolled
by NLAD.

The entire de-enrollment process detailed above takes about 24 hours for
customer to be completely de-enrolled from NLAD.

Budget has already informed USAC of multiple ETC relinquishment decisions
granted to Budget, as well as of Budget's intention to stop seeking federal Lifeline
distributions upon the effective date of a state commission's decision granting

Budget's ETC relinquishment request. In so doing, Budget has provided USAC
copies of several state commission decisions approving Budget's ETC



relinquishment requests. When providing USAC with copies of these ETC

relinquishment decisions, Budget has also contemporaneously requested that

USAC terminate its unique Study Area Code (SAC) in the same state. Attached

are sample copies of previous such correspondence between Budget and USAC

on this topic. S¿e Exhibit C.

In Budget's experience, USAC has honored each state commission decision to

grant Budget's ETC relinquishment and has always promptly cancel Budget's

SAC upon Budget's request andlot upon notice of a state commission's ETC

relinquishment decision.

No Budget customers will be subject to a port freeze. Section 54.an@)Q) of the

FCC's Rules permits Lifeline subscribers to transfer to another Lifeline provider

when "[t]he subscriber's current provider ceases operations or otherwise fails to

provide service." See 47 C.F.R. $ 54.411(cX2). Budget PrePay is allowing all of
its customers in Massachusetts (and nationwide) to port out their numbers without

any charge. Budget has taken no action to complicate a Budget's customet's

ability to switch to another provider and is, in fact, encouraging its Lifeline
customers to migrate their Lifeline service to another ETC, as described in detail

in Budget's Response to D.T.C. 1-3.

In all instances, Budget's notification to USAC of a state commission's decision

granting Budget's ETC relinquishment request has triggered USAC's cancellation

of Budget's SAC and the termination of Budget's ability to receive further

distributions from the federal Lifeline program.

Budget has not received confirmation from USAC that a text message will be

accepted by USAC as proof that Budget ceased its provision of Lifeline services

in Massachusetts for the port fteeze exception, but Budget is aware that its

Lifeline customers have been able to successfully port out to another Lifeline
provider and retain their Lifeline benefit shortly after Budget's notification to

USAC that one of its ETC relinquishment requests has been granted by a state

commission and Budget's accompanying request to USAC to cancel Budget's

SAC.



Person Responsible for Answer: Robin Enkey
Date Fited: July 5r2017

D.T.C. 1-6:

Response:

please define "soft dial tone," as that term is used in Exhibit B to the Petition.

Also, state whether former subscribers placed on soft dial tone will be able to

contact emergency services after the cutoff date of July 17,2017.

As used in Exhibit B to Budget's Petition for Relinquishment, a "soft dial tone" is

provided when no actual phone service is provided to a Budget customer - i.e.,

normal calls cannot be placed by a Budget subscriber. A oosoft dial tone" is

provided to enable a phone to place an emergency 9ll call, even after Budget no

iorg.t Serves the subscriber or provides telecommunications services in

Massachusetts.



EXHIBIT A

COPIES OF STATE COMMISSION DECISIONS
GRANTING BUDGET PREPAY, INC.

RELINQUISHMENT OF ETC DESIGNATION
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ARKANSAS PUBIJC SERVTCE COMMISSION

IN THN MAT:|ER OF THE APPLICATION }

OF BUDGET PREPAY, INC. FOR )

DESTGNATTON AS A NON-RURAL l
WTRBLESS ELIGIBLE )

TELECOMMUNTCATTONS CARRTER )
PURSUANT TO SECTION zr4(Exs) OF )
THE COMMLINICATIONS ACT OF 1934 )

DOCKET N0. ro-o8Z-U
ORDBRNO. 6

ORDER

on May 3, 2OL7, Budget Prepay, Inc. ("Budget PrePay") filed with this

Commission notice of relinquishment of its designation as an Eligible Telecommunications

Carrier (ETC) in Arkansas, effective July 5, zor7. From the records available, it appears the

Commission designated Buclget Prepay to serve as a non-rural ETC within Southwestern

Bell Telephone Companfs wire centers by Order No. 3 of this Docket issued on March 3,

zo1. Budget PrePay was granted ETC status for the purpose of providing wireless

telecommunications serviees to low-income consumers in Arkansas.

In its pleading, Budget PrePay states the wire centers served by it are also served by

incumbent local exchange carders which are also ETCs. Budget PrePay also states there are

wireless ETC5 serving within its current ETC designated area.r As at least one other ETC

serves all areas served by Budget PrePay, it states the Commission is required by federal law

to permit Budget PrePay to relinquish its ETC designation. Budget Prepay states in its

pleading that as there are multiple ETCs serving the same ETC service area served by

I Budget prepay identifies a list of calriers that it states areprwiding services in all or at least part of its ntc
¿Ã-id;i*a rrea, including TtacFone Wireless, Inc. dba Safelink Wireless, Global Connection, Inc' of America dba

St"tfrïp Wireless, iwirõess Sprint dba Assurance Wireless, Boomerang Wireless dba enTouoh Wireless, and

Telrite dba Life Wireless.

n
I
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OrderNo.6
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Budget prepay, there should be no need to purchase or construct additional facilities to

ensure the subscribers of Budget PrePay Lifeline sewice continue to receive service.

Budget prepay ad<ls that it has less than 7oo Lifeline customers within its ETC service

area in Arkansas. Additionally, Budget PrePay states it has provided notice to its

Arkansas customers regarding the upcoming discontinuance of their Lifeline service'

qZ U.S.C. g zr+(eX+) and +Z C.F.R. $ 54.2o5(a)-(b) gcvern the requests for

relinquishment of ETC designation. +Z U.S,C. $ zt+(eX+) states:

A State commission ,.. shall permit an eligible telecommunieâtions carrier to relinquish

its designation as such a carrier in any area served by more than one eligible

telecomirunications carrier. An eligibie telecommunications carrier that seeks to

relinquish its eligible teleeommunication carrier designation for an area served by

moo th"n on. Jtigible telecomnrunications carrier shall give advance notice to the

State commission ... of such relinquishment. Prior to permitting a telecommunications

carrier designated as an eligible telecommunications carrier to cease providing

universal reioi"* in an area served by more than one eligible telecommunications

carrier, the State commission
telecommunications carrier or carriers to ensure that all customers served by the

relinquishing carrier wili continue to be served, and sliall require suffciqrt notice to

put*it the furchase or construction of adequate facilities by any remaining eligible

telecommunications carrier'...

No opposition has been filed in the above-cited docket. Southwestern Bell Telephone

Company continues to serve as an ETC in the service area of Budget PrePay. In addition, there

are numerous competing wireless carriers that have been desþated as ETCs serving the

service area of Budget PrePay. Given these facts, the undersigned Administrative Law Judge

finds there to be no need for the remaining companies serving as ETCs in the areas served by

Budget prepay to purchase or construct additional facilities to serve in the areas being

relinquished in this docket'
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IT IS THEREF.ORE ORDERED¡

The motion to relinquish the eligible telecommunications carrier designation $anted

to Budget Prepay, by Order No. a of this Docket, is hereby granted,

BY ORDER OF THE ADMIMSTR¡fTTVE LAW JUDGE PURSUANT TO DET'EGATTON'

This eSth day of June, 2or7.

O^*,r¡-\îï*.
Connie C. Griffin
Administrative

Mary Loos
Secretary of the Commission

ffiåffi*iffi,#*ffiffiÏ

dôoküftlû,



Decision No. C17-0488

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF COLORADO

PROCEEDING NO. 17 A-02897

IN THE MATTER OF THE APPLICATION OF BUDGET PREPAY, INC. TO RELINQUISH

ITS ELIGIBLE TELECOMMUNICATIONS CARRIER DESIGNATION IN COLORADO

AND WAIVER OF CERTAIN COMMISSION RULES AND FOR EXPEDITED TREATMENT

DECISION GRANTING APPLICATION

Mailed Date:
Adopted Date:

June 19,2017
June 7,2017
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TO TTIE PARTIES IN THIS MATTER AND ALL INTERESTED PERSONS, FIRMS, OR

CORPORATIONS

I. BY THE COMMISSION

A. Statement

l. On May g,2017,Budget Prepay Inc. (Budget) filed an application to relinquish its

limited designation as a Lifeline-only Eligible Telecommunications Carrier (ETC) in Colorado

pursuant to 4 Code of Colorado Regulations (CCR) 723-2-2188 of the Commission's Rules

Regulating Telecommunications Providers, Services, and Products (Application).

2. Concurrent with the Application, Budget filed a motion requesting a variance of

the customer notice requirements pursuant to Rule 2188(d). Budget also requests a waiver of the

30-day Commission notice and intervention period in Rule 1206(d) of the Commission's Rules

of Practice and Procedure.

3. In Decision No. Cl7-0404-I which was mailed on May 17,2017, the Commission

provided notice of Budget's Application. Interventions were due on or before June 1, 2017, and

no interventions were received.



Bcfore the Public Utilit¡0s Commission of the State of Colorado

Dccision No. Cl7-0488 PROCEEDING NO, 174-02897

4. Also in Decision No. Cl7-0404-I, the Commission granted, in part, the requested

waiver of Rule 2lss(d). The Commission agreed to waive the requirement of Rule 2188(d) to

provide notice to customers through publication once each week for four consecutive weeks in a

publication or publications of general circulation in the affected designated area. However,

the Commission did not grant Budget's request for a waiver of the requirement to notiff, by U.S'

Mail, the Board of County Commissioners of each affected county, and to the mayors of each

affected city, town, or municipality'

5. On May 23,2017, Budget filed an affrdavit with the Commission stating they

were in compliance with the Commission's customer notice requirements'

6. By this Decision, consistent with the discussion below, we approve the

Application and close the proceeding.

B. Discussion, Findingso and Conclusions

7. On Novemb er 16,2012, the Commission granted Budget's request for designation

as a Lifeline-only ETC in certain areas within Colorado.' Budget did not apply for Eligible

Provider (EP) status.

g. Rule 4 CCF.723-2-21S8(dXII)(g) states, inpart, "The Commission shall permit

an Ep or ETC to relinquish its designation as an EP or ETC in any area served by more than one

Ep or ETC when the Commission concludes that the requirements of paragraphs (a) through (d)

have been met.,' The Commission has designated other competitive ETCs to provide Lifeline

service within Budget's current ETC designated wire centers. As there is already at least one

' IN THN MATTER OF BUDGET PREPAY, INC. D/B/A BUDGET PHONE, INC.'S APPLICATION FOR

LIM]TED DESIGNATION AS A NON-RURAL WIRELESS ELIGIBLE TELECOMMUNICATIONS CARRIER IN

THE STATE OF COLORADO AND FORA WAIVER OF CERTAIN COMMISSION R(ILES. PTOCCEdiNg NO' I2A-

5 0 7T, Decision No. Rl 2- I 343 (November 16, 2012)'

2



Be forc the Public fltilitie s Commission of the Stete of Colorado

Decision No. C17-04EE PROCEEDING NO. I7A-02897

other ETC in all areas in which Budget is currently designated as an ETC, the Commission is

required by federal and Colorado law to permit Budget to relinquish its Lifeline-only ETC

designation.

g. In its Application, Budget seeks to relinquish its Lifeline-only ETC designation

effective July 7, 2017.

10. Budget has not provided universal service in Colorado using its own facilities or

using resale of another carrier's services. The requirements in Rule 4 CCR 723'2-2188(c) that

the remaining ETC providers purchase or construct adequate facilities in order to serve all

customers by Budget is not applicable in this case'

11. Budget is withdrawing from the Lifeline business in Colorado and has a total

subscriber base of approximately 2,000 customers'

12. We find that the Application is unopposed, and may be considered without a

hearing pursuant to $ 40-6-109(5), C.R.S.

13. We find that approving the Application will have no adverse effects as potential

Lifeline customers will have several options for service, including landline and wireless.

Therefore, we grant Budget's Application to relinquish its designation as an ETC pursuant to

4 CCR 723-2-2188.

IL ORDER

A. The Commission Orders That:

1. The Application filed by Budget Prepay Inc. on }l/.ay 9, 2017, is granted,

consistent with the discussion above.

J



Before the Public Utili ties Commission of thc Statc of Color¡do
PROCEEDING NO, 17A.()2E9T

Decision No. Cl7-0488

2. The 20-day period provided for in $ 40-6-114, C'R.S', within which to file

applications for rehearing, reargument, or reconsideration begins on the first day following the

effective date of this Decision.

3. This Decision is effective on its Mailed Date'

ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS' WEEKLY MEETING

June 7, 2017.
B.

(sEAL)

ATTEST: A TRUE COPY

Doug Dean,
Director

THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF COLORADO

JEFFREY P. ACKERMANN

FRANCES A. KONCILJA

WENDY M. MOSER

Commissioners

4
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In Re: Mobile for Designation
as Carrier

ORDER APPROVING REI,INOUISHMENT OF ETC DESIGNATION

I. Background

On October 16, 2012, Budget Prepay, Inc. d/bia Budget Mobile ("Budget") was

designated an Eligible Telecommunications Carrier ("ETC") by the Georgia Public
Service Commission. On April 14, 2017, Budget filed with the Commission a Petition
for Relinquishment of Eligible Telecommunications Carrier Designation in Ceorgia
("Petition").

Budget requests the Commission issue an order approving the

relinquishment as soon as possible, but no laler than May 5, 2017, which
is thirty (30) days prior to Budget's preferred relinquishment date of June
5,2017. Such action will permit Budget to provide ample notice to its
Lifeline customers of the discontinuance of their Lifeline service and to
ensure an orderly transition. As of the date of this filing, Budget has less

than 3,800 Lífeline customers within its ETC service area in Georgia.
Budget states that it will provide notice to all Georgia subscribers at least
30 days in advance of discontinuance. Pelitíon, pp. 3-1.

The requirements for relinquishment of an ETC designation are found in 47
U.S.C. $ 2la(eXa), which states:

A State commission (or the Commission in the case of a common carrier
designated under paragraph (6)) shall permit an eligible
telecomrnunications carrier to relinquish its designation as such a canier in
any area served by more than one eligible telecomrnunications carrier. An
eligible telecommunications carrier that seeks to relinquish its eligible

Order Approving Relinquishment of ETC Designation
Docket No. 34271

Page-l of3



telecommunications carrier designation for an area served by more than

one eligible telecommunications canier shall give advance notice to the

State commission (or the Commission in the case of a comlnon carrier

designated under paragraph (6)) of such relinquishment. Prior to
permitting a lelecommunications canier designated as an eligible

telecommunications carrier to cease providing universal service in an area

served by more than one eligible telecommunications carriern the State

commission (or the Commission in the case of a common carrier

designated under paragraph (6)) shall require the remaining eligible

telecommunications carrier or carriers to ensure that all customers served

by the relinquishing canier will continue to be served, and shall require

sufÏicient notice to permit the purchase or construction of adequate

facilities by any remaining eligible telecommunications carrier. The State

commiss¡on (or the Commission in the case of a common canier
designated under pfiragraph (6)) shall establish a time, not to exceed one

year after the State commission (or the Commission in the case of a

common carrier designated under paragraph (6) approves such

relinquishment under this paragraph, within which such purchase or

construction shall be completed.

II. Stsff Recommendation

The Staff reviewed Budget's Petition and recommended that the Commission

grant relinquishment of Budget's ETC designation with the condition that the

Commission should retain its authority to resolve any complaints arising from Budget's

Lifeline offering that are filed with the Commission after relinquishment takes effect-

lII. Commission Decision

The Commission finds the Staff Recommendation reasonable and hereby

approves Budget's request to relinquish its ETC designation.

'* * a

\ilHEREFORE, it is

ORIIERED, that Budget's request to relinquish its ETC designation is approved.

ORDERED FURTHER, that the Commission retains its authority to resolve any
complaints arising from Budget's Lifeline offering that are filed with the Commission
after relinquishment takes effect.

Order Approving Relinquishment of ETC Designation
DocketNo.3427l

Page2 of3



ORDERED FURTHER, that a motion for reconsideration, rehearing, oral

argument, or any other motion shatl not stay the eflective date of this Order, unless

otherwise ordered by the Cornmission.

ORDERED FURTHER, that jurisdiction over this matter is expressly retained

for the purpose of entering such further Order(s) as this Commission may deem just and

proper.

The above by action of the Commission in Administrative Session on the 2nú day

of May 2016.

(-Lâ/
Reece McAlister
Executive Secretary

Stan lse
Chairman

) B
DATE

Order Approving Relinquishment of ETC Designation
Docket No. 34271
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Office of the SecrefarY

Service Date

May 12,2017

BEFORE TTTE IDAHO PUBLIC UTTLITIES COMMISSION

IN THE MATTER OF THE APPLICATION
OF BUDGET PREPAY, INC. DBA BUDGET
MOBILE TO RELINQUISH ITS
DESIGNATION AS AN ELIGIBLE
TELECOMMUNICATIONS CARRIER IN

CASE NO. BPP-T.12-01

ORDER NO. 33768

)
)
)
)
)
)IDAHO

onApril:'8'z}|T,BudgetPrepay,Inc.dbaBudgetMobile(..Budget,'orthe
.,company,,) filed a Notice of Relinquishment of its designation as an eligible

telecommunications carrier (ETC) in ldaho. Budget was granted a limited federal Lifeline-only

ETC status on January 23,2013. ^Se¿ 
Order No. 32723. The Company now seeks to relinquish

its Lifèline-only ETC designation "because of changes in the wireless industry and proposed

modifications to the [federal] Lifeline Program." Application at 1' Budget asserted that the

relinquishment of its ETC designation will not affect Idaho Lifeline customers because they can

be served by other ETCs within the designated service area' Id' at3'

The Company further stated that it has fewer than 250 Lifeline customers within its

ETC designated area in Idaho and that these customers will receive text message notification by

April 1 g,20L7 ,of Budget's plan to cease Lifeline services, efïective June 5, 2017 ' Id' ar' 4' The

company asserted that the notice would provide information related to other Idaho Lifeline

providers as well as customer service information. Id. at 5. Budget stated that it would not

charge affected customers an early termination fee. Id. at 4.

STAFF REVIE\ry AND RECOMMENDATION

Staff reviewed Budget's Application and stated that the Company had satisfied all the

statutory requirements for relinquishment of ETC designation in ldaho. see 47 c'F'R' $

54.205(a). Staff believed that the Company's former Lifeline subscribers will have

competitively-priced alternatives with other wireline and wireless ETC providers in its service

area. Thus, Staff recommended Commission approval of Budget's request to relinquish its ETC

designation.

COMMISSION FINDINGS

The Commission reviewed Budget's Application and Staffs recommendation' The

Commission approves the Company's request to relinquish its ETC designation in ldaho' The

1ORDER NO. 33768



commission approved the company' initial Application for ETC designation in Idaho on

.Ianuary 23, 2013. See Order No. 32723. The Commission finds that Budget's decision to

relinquish its ETC designation will not adversely affect telecommunications customers in the

Company,s ETC designated area. Additionally, the Commission finds that Budget's former

customers will continue to have access to wireless service through subscription with an alternate

ETC provider in the company's former service area. Therefore, the commission approves

Budget's Application to relinquish its ETC designation in ldaho'

ORDER

IT IS HEREBY ORDERED rhar the Application of Budget Prepay, Inc. dba Budget

Mobile to relinquish its eligible telecommunications carrier status in ldaho is approved'

THIS IS A FINAL ORDER. Any person interested in the order may petition for

reconsideration within twenty-one (21) days of the service date of this order with regard to any

matter decided in this order. within seven (7) days after any person has petitioned for

reconsideration, any other person may cross-petition for reconsideration- See ldaho Code $$ 6l-

626 and 62-619

2ORDER NO. 33768



DONE by Order of the Idaho Public Utilities Commission at Boise, Idaho this ,E'f&t

day of May 2017

ATTEST:

Diane M. Hanian
Commission SecretarY

O: BPP-T- I 2-0 l-sc-Relinqish ETC

PAUL PRESIDENT

RAPER, IONER

ERIC ANDERSON, COMMISSIONER

a
JORDER NO. 33768
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STÀTE OFINDIANA

INDIANA UTILITY REGULATORY COMMISSION

ftru',)[N THE MATTER OF TEIE PETITION OF

BUDGET PREPAY, INC" D/B/A BUÐGET

MOBILE FOR RELINQUISTIMENT OF ITS

DESIGNATION AS A LIFELINE'ONLY
ELIGIBLE TELECOMMUNTCATIONS
CARRIER IN INÐTANA ANÐ TO \ruITHÐRA\il
ITS INÐIANA I.IFEI.,INE TARIFF

CAUSE NO.41052 ETC 63 51

.A,PPR0VED: ¡¡AY $\2t17

)
)
)
)
)
)
)

ORDER OF THE COMMISSIOI..{

Presiding Officers:
Sarah E" Freeman, Commissioner
Ðavid E. Veleta, Senior Administrafive Law Judge

on April 2I,2017,Budget PrePay, Inc. ("Budgef') filed in cause No' 41052 ETC 63 a

Motion to Establish a Subjocket *ittt a Modified Caption for the Purpose of Considering Budget's

verified petition for Relinquishment of its Designation as an Eligible Telecommunications canier

and withdrawal of rariff (åMotion,'). on May i, z0rT,Budget filed in this subdocket its verified

petition for Relinquishment of its Í)esignatiãn as an Eligible Telecommunications carrier and

withdrawal of Tariff. on May 11,201i, the Presiding officers issued a Doclçet Entry seeking

additionar information from nídgei. Budget filed its Response to the presiding officers' May 11,

2017 Docket Entry on May tl, ZOtl.- The Indiana Offrce of Utility Consumer Counselor

(,.OUCC,) filed its Ñotice of Intent Not to Pre-File Testimony on May I1,2017 . On May 22,2417 ,

àe presiding officers issued a second Docket Entry requesting information and on May 22,2017,

Budget filed its response.

The Commission held an Evidentiary Hearing in this Cause at 10:00 a.m' on May 23,2017 ,

in Room 224 of thepNC Center, 101 WesiWashington Street, Indianapolis, Indiana. Budget and

the oucc **r" pr"r"nt and participated. Budget's verified Petition was admitted into the record

without objection. No evidenc" *â, offered by the OUCC. No members of the general public

appeared or sought to testify at the hearing'

Based upon the applicable law and the evidence presented, the commission finds:

1.. Notice and Jurisdiction. Notice of the hearing in this Cause was given and

publisheduytr'ffibylaw'Pursuantto47U.S'C.$214(e),asamended,47
C.F.R. $$ 54.201 and 54.205 of the pederú Communications Commission's ("FCC") rules, and

Ind. Coää S s-l-2.6-13(dX5), the Commission is autho¡ized to designate a common carrier as an

Eligible Telecommuni.àtiò"r canier ("ETC'), enabling the designated cailier to apply for federal

universal service ruppo.t under 47 U.S.C. ç 2.54. Therefore, the Commission has jurisdiction over

Budget and the subject matter of this Cause'



Z. Relief Requested. On September 26,2012,the Commission designated Budget as

an ETC in this'nd"rfffi" for the rimited purpose of participating in the FCC's universal

se.ice Fund,s Lif"lñe p"rogru-. In its verified Þetition, Budget requests commission approval

of it, p.oposed relinquishment of its ETC designation eflective June 5, 2011 '

3. Summarv of the Evidence. The evidence_relating to this matter consists of

Budget,sv",inffi",,,to,n"'noticethatBudgetsenttoitSIndianaLifeline
subsãribers on April 22, 2017, which is more than 30 days before Budget's requested date for

relinquishment of its ETC designation'

The evidence demonstrates thatthe Commission designated Budget as a Lifeline-only ETC

in certain parts of Indiana on September 26,2012. Subsequent to its designation, Budget filed

qr"n"rf' and annual reports withìhe Commission documenting its provision of service consistent

with that authority. Buáget now intends to relinquish its Lifeline-only ETC designation in all areas

of Indiana for which it ií cunently designated, with the relinquishment taking effect June 5, 2017'

n.iinq"irrrr"ent will not affect the amount of federal Lifeline support available to other ETCs in

the state.

As there is already at least one other ETC in all areas in which Budget is cunently

designated as an ETC, the Commission is required by federal law to permit Budeet to relinquish

its Lifeline-only ETC designation. Because Budget provides commercial mobile radio service

only, no purchase or constnlction of facilities by other carriers will be necessary. Budget seeks to

t..1-inq,ririr its Lifeline-only ETC designation effective on June 5,2017 ' Budget has requested that

the commission issue un order g.untirg this petition as soon as possible before the requested

relinquishment date of June 5,2õ17, ro ihut Búdget can provide ample notice to its customers of

it 
" "trung" 

in their Lifeline setvice, ensufe an orderly transition to other ETCs, and mitigate the

impact oî relinquishment on its customers. As of the date of this filing, Budget has fewer than

t,SbO tifeline customers within its ETC designated area in Indiana'

In its May 22,2017,response to the Presiding Officers' Docket Entry, Budget stated that

on April ZZ,20I7,it notihed 
"uðh 

Lif"lin" customer that it will no longer be an ETC. Budget also

informed each affected customer that a Lifeline discount can be obtained from the remaining

ETC(s) in the area and included the names of other Lifeline providers offering service in Budget's

ETC áesignation area by directing them to a universal Service Administrative company

1"ùsAc',iwebsite. If a Budget customer decides to obtain service from another provider, there

will be no early termination f"", u, Budget customers are not subject to such fees' As Budget

customers afe most familiar with receivinfinformation from Budget via text message, Budget will

send each Lifeline customer at least one text message as soon as is practical after this order

;;tiôri"g them of th" chang" and directing them to a list of altemative Lifeline providers on

usAC's website and phone number for additional information'

Budget will continue to provide existing eligible Lifeline customers with the Lifeline

discount until Budget discontinuÅ its wireless operations in_Indiana. Budget will no longer seek

reimbursement for the Lifeline discount after the relinquishment effective date, June 5, 2017'

nuãg"t will make a ãn* accounting by August 5,2017,to inform USAC of any over-collection

2



of Lifeline discounts that must be retumed to usAC, since those funds can only be used for

purposes of providing discounted Lifeline service to eligible lndiana customers'

4. Commission Discussion and Fin4ings. 47 U-S.C. $ 2la(eXa) provides that the

Commissio,,'n@ishitsdesignation^inanyareaservedbymorethanone
ETC to ensure that consumers have options for continued Lifeline service. Pursuant to 47 U'S'C'

g 21a(e)(a) and 47 C.F.R. $ 54.205, lhe requirements for relinquishing an ETC.designation are:

irl tnÈrá'-ust be more than one ETC serving in the area of the ETC seeking relinquishment; (2)

tt á Brc seeking relinquishment must providã advance notice to the relevant state commission; (3)

the customers served by the relinquishing ETC must continue to be served by an ETC; and (4) to

the extent that additionál facilities are required to serve any of the relinquishing ETC's customers,

sufficient notice shall be provided to ensure that the construction or purchase ofthe facilities can

be timely completed. piovisions concerning the presence of sufficient facilities to serve ali

transitioning customers of the relinquishing Èrc are not applicable in this case, since Budget is a

non-facilities-based, Lifeline-only competitive ETC'

Budget submitted evidence demonstrating that at least one other ETC provides Lifeline

service to qiarnea customers in Budget's ETC service Area. The commission finds that Budget

has providåd an acceptable customer notice to communicate with all Indiana Lifeline customers

,iiir *"*"¿ bv gudgli up to the date of relinquishment of its ETC designation. The evidence of

record also demonstratÅ that the requirements of the FCC's rules at 47 C'F'R' $ 54'205 are

satisfied because more than one ET0provides Lifeline service in Budget's ETC Service Area;

g;ág"t provided advance notice of its ÈTC relinquishment to the Commission; Budget's Lifeline

customers will have the option to receive service from another Indiana Lifeline ETC; and no

additional facilities are required to serve any of Budget's Indiana Lifeline customers' Accordingly,

we find it is appropriate to grant Budget's iequest to relinquish its ETC designation in the state of

Indiana, effective as of June 5,2017 '

Finally, we find that since Budget will not be certified as an ETC going forward, Budget

will no tongei need to file with the commission annual compliance reports required by 47 c.F'R'

ç 54.422fo'r time periods after they have ceased providing Lifeline service. Additionally, since

Budget does not participate in the high cost program of the universal service program in Indiana

*A îr,fy ,rr", frLd, frtm the low income program to provide supported services to Lifeline

custorners, pufsuant to 47 C.F.R. ç 54-202(Ð(1XÐ, Budget is not required to certify the use of

universal service funds afterthe effective date ofthis order, unless otherwise requiredby the FCC,

USAC, or both. We further grant Budget's request to withdraw its tariff, effective June 5,2017'

IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED BY THE INDIANA UTILITY REGULATORY

COMMISSION THAT:

1. The Commission approves Budget's Verifîed Petition for Relinquishment of its

designation as an Eligible Telecommunicationi Carrier in the State of Indiana and its right to

,"""1" federal univerõal service funding in the State of lndiana, effective June 5, 2017 '

Z. Budget shall submit a compliance filing wit]ri1 30 days of this Order, indicating the

date in which the ápproved customer nõtice was provided to customers' Budget shall not be

J



required to file further quarterly or annual compliance reports with the Commission related to the

us-p rirenne Program unless otherwise required by the FCC or usAC.

3. Budget's tariffshall be withdrawn eflective June 5,2017.

4. This Order shall be effective on or after the date of its approval.

APPROVED: ÎrllAY $ 12017

I hereby certify that the above is a true
and correct copy ofthe Order as approved'

Mary
Secretary the Commission

4



STATE OF IOWA

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

UTILITIES BOARD

IN RE:

BUDGET PREPAY, INC.

DOCKET NOS. ETA-201 1-OOO8,

wRU-2017-0010-3655

oRDERAPPRoVINGAPPLIGATIoNFoRRELINQUISHMENToFELIGIBLE
TELECOMMUNICATIONS CARRIER DESIGNATION AND GRANTING WAIVER

(lssued June 14, 2017)

On May 2,2017, Budget PrePay, lnc. (Budget), filed with the Utilities Board

(Board) an "Application of Budget Prepay, lnc. for Approval of the Relinquishment of

its Eligible Telecommunications carrier Designation," seeking Board approval of its

proposal to relinquish its designation as a eligible telecommunications carrier (ETC)

pursuant to 47 United States Code $ 21a(e)( ), 47 Code of Federal Regulations

s 54.205, and 199 lowa Administrative code rule 39.8. Budget proposes to

relinquish its Lifeline-only wireless ETC designation throughout its entire service area

in lowa due to changes in the wireless industry and proposed modifications of the

Lifeline program.

By order issued on August 3,2012, in Docket No' ETA-2011-0008, the Board

designated Budget as an ETC for the purpose of providing the services supported by

the universal service Fund (usF) under the Lifeline program (Lifeline) for low-

income consumers administered by the Federal communications commission

(Fcc).
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Budget notes that the applicable federal statute and rule require the Board to

allow an ETC to relinquish its designation in a service area served by more than one

ETC. Likewise, the Board's rule at 199 IAC 39.8 authorizes approval of

relinquishment under these circumstances on 90 days' notice, provided that the

remaining ETCs provide service to the customers of the relinquishing carrier, allowing

for time to construct any necessary additionar facirities to provide such service.

Budget argues that its application meets these criteria, except that it requests

authority to terminate service not later than July 5,2017, which is less than 90 days

from the date of the application as notice to the Board. ln its "Request of Budget

Prepay, lnc. for waiver of 199 IAC SS 22.16 and 39.8(1)," filed on May 4, 2017 ,

Budget therefore requests waiver of the 90-day notice requirement' The waiver

request has been docketed as WRU-2017-0010-3655'

Budget states that it provides service to customers in approximately 400 wire

centers across lowa, each of which is served by an incumbent local exchange carrier

(ILEC) that is also designated as an ETC. The Board has designated other wireless

ETCs to provide Lifeline services in all or portions of Budget's ETC service area,

including united states cellular corporation, i-wireless, Q Link wireless' TracFone

Wireless d/b/a Safelink Wireless, Stand Up Wireless, Tag Mobile, and Tempo

Telecom. ln addition, a number of wireline carriers also serve these areas' Budget

states that there is at least one other ETC in every area in which Budget is

designated an ETC. Accordingly, Budget argues, federal law requires the Board to

allow Budget to relinquish its Lifeline-only ETC designation.
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Budget further states that, to the best of its knowledge, none of the named

ETCs also serving Budget's ETC service area will need to purchase or construct

additionalfacilities to provide service to Budget's Lifeline subscribers.

As of May 2,2017, Budget states that it has fewer than 200 Lifeline customers

within its ETC service area in lowa. Budget states that it will send at least one text

message notifying each Lifeline customer of the change by May 5,2017' affording

more than 60 days' notice before Budget's requested relinquishment date of July 5,

2017. Budget states that it has relied on text messages to communicate with its

customers, and that this is the most effective means of ensuring they receive the

notice. The message would state that Budget will cease providing service in lowa on

or around July 5, 2017, and that a Lifeline discount can be obtained from the

remaining ETCs in lowa. lt would include information about alternative Lifeline

providers in lowa, state that the customer must arrange with another carrier to

continue Lifeline service, and provide a toll-free number for Budget customer service

representatives who would assist customers with the transition'

Until it discontinues wireless operations in lowa, Budget states that it will

continue to provide its current Lifeline customers with the Lifeline lowa discount, and

will claim reimbursement for it.

ln Docket No. WRU-2017-0010-3655, Budget requests waiver of the 90-day

prior notice requirement established by both 199 IAC SS 22'16 and 39'8(1 )' Budget

states that it expects to discontinue its wireless operations entirely on or before

July 5, 2017, in most states where it presently operates. lt argues that a requirement

to remain in business solely to serve fewer than 200 lowa customers until the end of
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a gg-day notice period would cause hardship to Budget. On the other hand, Budget

argues that waiver of the 90-day requirement would not prejudice the substantial

rights of customers. They have been notified 60 days before the proposed date of

discontinuance, with information on how to choose another Lifeline service provider.

Moreover, they will have access to services provided by ILEC ETCs, as well as by

multiple wireless ETCs. Budget does not expect that they will be subject to any

penalty or cost for switching service providers. ln these circumstances, Budget

argues that 90 days' notice is not necessary, and more than 60 days' notice suffices,

affording substantially equal protection of public health, safety, and welfare. Nor is

the gg-day requirement specifically mandated by state statute or another provision of

law except the Board's administrative rules; the federal statute and regulation require

,,advance notice" and do not specify a duration. Budget concludes that its waiver

request therefore satisfies the four criteria of Board rule 1.3 concerning waivers'

No person has sought to intervene in these dockets and no objection to

Budget's application or to its waiver request has been filed.

The Board finds that Budget may relinquish its ETC designation and that it is

appropriate to waive the 90-day notice requirement as Budget requests'

Under 199 IAC 3g.8, the Board may permit relinquishment of ETC designation

if the following conditions are satisfied: (1) the area is served by more than one ETC;

(2) the applicant provides 90 days' advance notice to the Board; (3) all Budget

customers will be served by remaining ETC providers; and (4) there is sufficient

notice to enable purchase or construction of any necessary facilities by remaining

ETCs to serve those customers'
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Throughout Budget's service area other ETCs, including wireline lLECs,

competitive local exchange carriers, and other wireless carriers designated as ETCs,

continue to offer Liferine service. Budget has provided notice to the Board; the 90-

day requirement is discussed below. The continued availability of one or more ETCs

throughout the area served by Budget will ensure that Budget's customers who wish

to continue to receive this service will be able to do so. Budget represents that

construction or acquisition of additional facilities does not appear to be necessary'

The Board will therefore approve the application for relinquishment'

Budget has also shown adequate support for its waiver request' Application of

the 90-day notice requirement in this case would present a hardship for Budget in

light of its declared intention to cease Lifeline wireless service by July 5,2017, in

most states where it now operates. Budget has undertaken to provide approximately

60 days, notice to its customers, as it has provided to the Board; this shorter notice

period does not appear to threaten disadvantage or pre¡udice to the legal rights of

any person. The 90-day notice requirement is not mandated by statute or other

provision of law. The Board takes note of the continued presence of other ETCs

capable of providing Lifeline service to customers throughout the relevant areas, and

finds that notice provided approximately 60 days in advance to Budget's Lifeline

customers affords substantially equal protection of public health, safety, and welfare

compared to the 90-day notice prescribed by rule. The 90-day requirement may

therefore be waived in this case'
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Finally, the Board observes that 199 IAC 22.16 applies to discontinuance of

service by a rocar exchange carrier. That provision is inappricabre here, and Budget's

request for waiver of it is accordingly moot'

IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED:

1. The utilities Board grants the request of Budget Prepay, lnc', for waiver

of the requirement of the Utilities Board subrule 199 lAc 39.8(1) of 90 days' prior

notice of an application for relinquishment of eligible telecommunications carrier

designation.

2. The utilities Board approves the application of Budget Prepay, lnc', for

relinquishment of eligible telecommunications carrier designation.

UTILITIES BOARD

/s/ D

/sl
ATTEST:

/s/ Trisha M. Quiiano
Executive Secretary, Designee

Dated at Des Moines, lowa' this 14th day of June 2017

/s/ Lozier Jr.



20170523142949
Kansas Corporation Commission

THE STATE CORPORATION COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF KANSAS

Before Commissioners: Pat Apple, Chairman
Shari Feist Albrecht
Jay Scott Emler

In the Matter of Budget PrePaY, Inc'

d/b/a Budget Mobile Notice of
Discontinuance of Wireless

Telecommunications Services.

Docket No. 17'BGPT-461 -ETC

The above-captioned matter comes before the state corporation commission of the state

of Kansas (Commission) for consideration and decision. Having examined its files and record'

and being duly advised in the premises, the commission finds and concludes as follows:

l. on April 14,2017, Budget PrePay, Inc. d/b/a Budget Mobile (Budget) filed an

Application requesting relinquishment of its designation as a wireless Lifeline-only Eligible

Telecommunications carrier (ETC). Budget was designated a wireless Lifeline-only ETC

pursuant to the Commission's Order issued August 22,2012, in Docket No' 12-BGPT-752-ETC'

The company states that its decision to relinquish its ETC designation is the result of changes in

the industry and modifications to the federal Lifeline program. Budget maintains that the impact

of the requested discontinuance will be minimal because the company serves less than 200

subscribers in Kansas, and those consumers will have multiple options for alternative wireless

service providers in the state. Budget proposed providing notice to its customers on or before

May 5, 20lT,anticipating relinquishment of service on or before June 5, 20fi 'l

Z. 47 U.S.C. Section ztaG)$) of the Federal Telecommunications Act of 1996

(Federal Act) allows a state commission to permit an ETC to relinquish its designation in any

)
)
)
)
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area served by more than one ETC. Prior to permitting a telecommunications canier to cease

providing universal service in an area served by more than one ETC' state commissions shall

require the remaining ETC or ETCs to ensure that ail customers served by the relinquishing

carrier will continue to be served. Thus, the commission must determine if an ETc or ETCs

will be able to ensure that Budget's Lifeline customers will continue to be served'2

3.onMay16,ll|T,theCommissionStaff(StafÐsubmitteditsReportand

Recommendation dated May 15, 2017, recommending the Commission grant relinquishment of

Budget,s ETC designation. staff reviewed Budget's sample text message' as well as the

company,s letter format, providing notice to Budget's Lifeline customers of the projected loss of

service date of June 5, 2017. According to stafl in Docket No. 12-BGPT'752-ETC Budget

requested designation in 53 exchanges/wire centers in Kansas; those areas cunently being served

by Southwestem Bell Telephone Company dlblaAT&T Kansas (AT&T)' the Incumbent Local

Exchange carrier (ILEC) for wireline service. staff includes the original list as Attachment B to

its Report and Recommendation. Although AT&T has a request for relinquishment pending, 17

ETCs3 remain which will ensure that the remaining Lifeline customers continue to be served'

Consequently, Staff has no concerns regarding Budget's request to relinquish its wireless

Lifeline-only ETC designation in Kansas. staff adds that Budget is current with all filings and

payments due the Commission. Concluding, Staff recommends the Commission grant Budget's

request to relinquish its ETC designation and, in addition, remind Budget to pay all outstanding

assessments as part of the cancellation of the company's wireless business in the state of Kansas'

As a reminder of their obligation to ensure continued service to all Lifeline'eligible customers

2 Report and Recommendation, Page 2
3 Id., Attachment C.

2



served by Budget, staff further recommends that a copy of the commission's ofder issued in

this matter be served on all ETCs listed on Attachment c to its Report and Recommendation'a

4. The Commission adopts Staffs analysis and recommendation of May 15,2017'

as stated in its Report and Recommendation, which is attached hereto and made a part hereof by

reference, and finds that Budget's ETC designation should be relinquished'

ITIS,THEREFORE,BYTHEcoMMISSIoNORDEREDTHAT:

A. Budget prepay, Inc. d/b/a Budget Mobile's request filed in this matter on April

14,2017,is hereby granted and the company's wireless ETC designation is hereby relinquished'

effective as of the date of this Order'

B. Budget is reminded of its obligation to pay all outstanding assessments owed the

commission as part of the cancellation of the company's wireless business in the state of

Kansas.

C. As a reminder of their obligation to ensure continued service to all Lifeline-

eligible customers served by Budget, a copy of this order will be served upon all ETCs listed on

Attachment c to staff s May 15, 2017 Report and Recommendation attached hereto and made a

part of this Order.

D. The parties have f,rfteen (15) days, plus three (3) days if service of this Order is by

mail, from the date this Order was served in which to petition the Commission for

reconsideration of any issue or issues decided herein. K.S.A. 66-118b; K.S.A. 2016 Supp' 77-

s2e(aX1).

E. The Commission retains jurisdiction over the subject matter of this docket for the

purpose of entering such further order, or orders, as it deems necessary.

3
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BY THE COMMISSION IT IS SO ORDERED'

Apple, Chairman; Albrecht, Commissioner; Emler' Commissioner

Dated: ÌtAT 2 3 20lr

M. Retz
SecretarY to the Commission

oan
Order Mailed Date

lvlAY 2 4 2017
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Attachment C

Companies Certified as ETCs to Serve All or a Portion of the Arcas in Attachnrent B

Boomerang Wireless, LLC dlblaEn Touch

Cox Kansas Telcom, LLC
Global Connecdon Inc. of America d/b/a StandUp Wireless

i-Wireless, LLC
NE Colorado Cellular', Inc. d/b/a Viaero

Nex-Tech, LLC
Nex-Tech Wireless, LLC

Q Link Wireless, LLC
Sìge Telecom Communications, LLC d/b/a Sage Wirelcss

S & T Communications, LLC
Southwestern Bell Telephone Company d/b/a AT&T Kansas

Telrite Corporation d/b/a Life \Mireless

Tempo Telecom, LLC
TracFone Wireless, Inc. d/b/a Safelink
United Wireless Communications, Inc.

U S COC Nebraska/I(ansas, LLC
YourTel America, Inc. dlbla Tenacom
Virgin Mobile USA, L.P. d/b/a Assurance Wireless

6
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Corporation Commission
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Commissioner Shari Feist Albrecht

Commissioner JaY Scott Emler

Paula Artzer,Senior Telecommunications Analyst

Christine Aarnes, Chief of Telecommunications

Jeff McClanahan, Director of Utilities

Phone:-785'271'3220
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Snnr Brorvnback, Gotemor

May l5,2Ùl7

Docket No. l7-BGPT-461-ETC

In the Matter of Budget PrePay, Inc. dlbla Budget Mobile Notice of

Discontinuance of wireless Telecommunications services.

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY:

on April lL,zlll,Budget PrePay, Inc. d/b/a Budget Mobile (Budget) filed a letter with

the Commission requesting the aþroval to relinquish the Company's designation as a

wireress Lifeline-only Eligible Teiácommunications carrier (ETC) in Kansas. The letter

irrãirut"A Budget *¡í n"tiï customers in Kansas affected by this filing on or before May

5,2017 . As a result of Stuff t request, Rudget will also l"tiry customers via letter of the

iåqu"rt for relinquirft-"ni a¡rd the resulting loss of their Lifeline seryice tluu Budget'

Budget anticipates .Jinq"itfting the Compãny's ETC status on or about June 5' 2017 '

Stafãrecommãnds the Commission issue an Order:

1. approving Budget,s request to relinquish the Company,s ETC designation;

2. reminding Budget to pay all outstanding assessments as part of the

cancellation of itre Compäny's wireless business in the State of Kansas;

and

3. requiring the remaining ETCs to ensure that all Lifeline-eligible customers

s"rved by Budget will continue to be served'

stafffurther recommends the order be served on all ETCs listed in Attachment c'



BACKGROUND:

Budget ¡eceived an ETC designation to provide Lifeline-only services in Kansas in

Docket No. l2-BGPT-752-ETC,approved August 22,2012. The Commission derives its

ã"ttr"iiay to supervise telecommunications public utilities pursuant to 47 U.S.C. $ 214

(eX2).

The request for relinquishment indicates Budget serves less than 200 customers in

Kansas. A sample text message was provided by Budget for the customer notification'

n"ãã.t indicæes all customer ãotificaiions will be conveyed on or before May 5' 2017'

gràõ., provided the following as a sample of the text it intends to send the current

customer base:

Budget MobÍle plotrs to cease service ín Kansas on or oround 6-5-2017'

To continue servíce, you wíll need to contoct onother Lífeline provider

authorized by tlrc Kansas Corporation Commíssìott'

A tíst of Lifeline providers in Kansas is avaílable at

h ttp ://tvtu $,. I ife I í n e s up p o rt. o r g/l s/c o mp o n ìe s/co mp a n ìe s. a s px-

Formoreinformalion,pleasecgllSSS-777-4007orvisit
wwtv. b ud getmo b il e. co m.

Staff requested a letter be provided to Budget's customers in Kansas, as well' A sample

letter wás provided to StatTon May 12,2017, included as Attachment A. The loss of

,.*ir" daæ according to the sampie letter provided continues to be on or before June 5,

20t7.

ANALYSIS:

Section 2la@)$) of the Federal Telecommunications Act allows a state commission to

permit an BiC to relinquish its desigrration in any area served by more than one ETC'

þrior to permitting a telècommunications carrier to cease providing universal service in

an area served by more than one ETC, the state commission shall require the remaining

ETC or ETCs to ensure that all customers served by the relinquishing carrier will

continue to be served. Thus, the commission must determine if an ETC or ETCs will be

able to ensure that Budget's Lifeline customers will continue to be served.

In Docket No. 12-BGPT-752-ETC, Budget requested to be designated in 53

exchanges/wire centers in Kansas; those aleas are currently served by Southwestem Bell

Telephðne Company d/b/a AT&T Kansas (AT&T), the Incumbent Local Exchange

Canier (ILEC) for wireline service. The original list is included as Attachment B.
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Not including Budget, 18 caniers, including AT&T, have been designated as ETCs in all

or part of the funrur-åouiog **t Budget is designated to serve' AT&T has requested to

,"rirqrirft its ETC ¿*ig.ruãon and no-longer proyill Lifeline service. This request is

ñdtre Not including"ATStT, the 17 remâning ETCs would be able to ensure that the

remaining Lifeline .rio*r* continue to be seÑed. Thus, Staff has no concerns with

Budget,s request to relinquish its wireless Lifeline-only ETC designation in Kansas'

The list of ETCs designated to serve all or a portion of these areas is provided in

Attachment C.

staff has verified that Budget is current with all filings and payments due to the

Cornmission.

RECOMMENDATION:

Staff recommends the Commission issue an Order:

l. approving Budget's request to relinquish the Company's ETC designation;

2. reminding Budget to pay all outstanding assessments as part of the

cancellation of itre Company's wireless business in the State of Kansas;

and

3. requiring the remaining ETCs to ensure that all Lifeline-eligible customers

served Uy nuaget will continue to be served'

staff further recofnmends the order be served on all ETC's listed in Attachment c

3



(dw*dgg¡[--,ru Attachment A

May _,2017

Name
Address
City, Statq ZIP

*,IIMPORTAI\T NOTICE REGARDING YOUR LIF'ELINE SERWCE**

Dear Budget Mobile Customer:

please be advised that Budget Mobile is seekingto relinquish its-authority to provide Lifeline services in

Kansas. If granted Uy ir"tun.* Corporation õommission, Budget Mobile will no longer provide

Lifetine service in runsas and you r.viil be required to seek Lifeline service from another authorized

canier in Kansas. If you do no:t transfe. youiexisting Lifeline wireless service from Budget to another

Lifeline provider, you risk a loss of Lifeline service'

Budget anticipates the discontinuance of Lifeline service in Kansas on or before June 5' 2017'

In an effort to help with this transition of service, you should acc€ss the universal service Administrative

company,s (usAC) *iifu*"llïttnJ/rq*yw.liruiiãesuppof.o¡dls/companieJcompanies-aspx to see a list

;äi+;iir" pìoviders irrx.anius, "*tt usAc 
"t 

l-sss-641-8722 andpress 1 for additional assistance'

ùSÀC canielp you determine an altemative Lifeline provider in Kansas that is best for you'

Budget Mobile would like to take this opportunity to express our gtatitude for the many years of being

;bl;i" provide wiretess ptrone services.^ iryou hâve any questions or concerns regarding the change to

your wireles. ur"ount, yåutun.utt Budget-Mobite at t-898-277-4007 and speak to a Customer Service

hepresentative. We wiit be happy to answer any questions you rnay have'

Sincerely,

,() Bnúgg,!==*=

4



Attachment B

List of Exchanges requested by Budget per 12-BGPT'752-ETL

Abilene
Almena
Arkansas City
Basehor
Chanute
Cheney
Cherryvale
Clinton
Coffeyville
Colby/Gem
DeSoto
Dodge City
El Dorado
Ellsworth
Emporia
Erie
Eudora
Garden City
Garden Plain
Goodland
Great Bend
Halstead
Hays
Humboldt
Hutchinson
Independence
Iola
Kansas City MetroPolitan Area

Kingman
Kinsley
Larned
Lawrence
Leavenworth/Lansing
Lindsborg
Lyons
Manhattan
McPherson
Medicine Lodge
Neodesha
Newton
Nickerson
Norton
Oakley
Parsons
Phillipsburg/Kirwin
Pittsburg
Plainville
Pratt
Salina
Smith Center
Tonganoxie
Topeka Metropolitan Exchange

Towanda
Wichita Metropolitan Exchange
rüinfield
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Attachment C

Cornpanies CeÉified as ETCs to Serve All or a Portion of the Arcas in Attachment B

Boomerang Wireless, LLC dlbla En Touch

Cox Kansas Telcom, LLC
Global connecrion Inc. of America d/b/a standlJp wireless

i-Wirclcss, LLC
NE Colorado Cellular, Inc. dlb/a Viaero

Nex-Tcch, LLC
Nex-Tech Wireless, LLC

Q Link Wireless, LLC
Sìge Telecom Communications, LLC dlbla Sage Wirclcss

S & T Communications, LLC
southwestern Bell Telephone company d/b/a AT&T Kansas

Telrite Corporation d/b/a Life Wireless

Tempo Telecom, LLC
TracÞone Wireless, Inc. d/b/a Sat'el.ink

United $/ireless Communications, Inc'
USCOC Nebraska/Kansas, LLC
YourTel America, Inc' d/b/a Terracom

Virgin Mobile USA, L.P. d/b/a Assurance Wireless

6



CERTIF¡CATE OF SERVICE

17.BGPT-461.ETC

l, the undersigned, certíff that the true copy of the attached order has been served to the following parties by means ot

first class maiUhand delivered on ilAY ¿ A 2017

JAMES T. BALVANZ
BOOMERANG WIRELESS, LLC

955 KACENA RD STE A

HIAWATHA,IA 52233
Fax 319294-6081
jbalvanz@readYmobile'com

ROB LOGSDON, DIRECTOR REGULATORY AFFAIRS*

COX KANSAS TELCOM, L.L.C.

D/B/A COX COMMUNICATIONS, INC

115O5WEST DODGE RD

OMAHA, NE 68154
Fax 402-9330011
rob.logsdon@cox.com

DAVID SKOGEN, PRESIDENT/CEO

GLOBAL CONNECTION INC. OF AMERICA

5555 OAKBROOK PKWY STE 620

NORCROSS, GA 30093
Fax 67&7416333
dskogen@gcioa.com

OTTO NEWTON, LITIGATION COUNSEL

KANSAS CORPORATION COMMISSION

I5OOSWARROWHEAD ROAD

TOPEKA, KS 66604
Fax:78*271.3167
o,newton@kcc.ks.gov
**Hand Delivered"*

DARON E. JAMISON, FINANCSBUSINESS
DEVELOPMENT SUPERVISOR
NEX.TECH WIRELESS, L.L.C

3OOl NEWWAY
HAYS, KS 67601
Fax 7856212599
djamison @nex-techwireless. com

ROBIN ENKEY, DIRECTOR OF COMPLIANCE

BUDGET PREPAY,INC.
D/B/A BUDGET PHONE

1325 BARKSDALE BLVD STE 2OO

BOSSIER CITY, LA 71111

Fax:877-78ÙO767
robine@budgetprePaY.com

SUSAN B. CUNNINGHAM, ATTORNEY

DENTONS US LLP

7028 SW 69TH ST

AUBURN, KS 66402-9421

Fax 81G5317545
susan.cunningham@dentons.com

JOHN WILLIS
I-WIRELESS, LLC

ONE LEVEE WAY STE 3104

NEWPORT, KY 41071-1661
Fax 8592616639
john.willis@iwirelesshome.com

ERIC L PRESTON, GENERAL COUNSEL

NE COLORADO CELLULAR, INC.

D/B/A VIAERO WIRELESS
1224W PIATTE AVE
FORT MORGAN, CO 80701

Fax 97S867-3589
eric. preston@viaero.com

JIMMY TODD, CEO/GENERAL MANAGER

NEX-TECH, LLC
145 N. MAIN
PO BOX 158
LENORA, KS 67645
Fax:7854254479
jtodd@nex-tech.com



GERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

17.BGPT-4ô1-ETC

ISSA ASAD
Q LINKWIRELESS LLC

499 E SHERIDAN ST STE 4OO

DANIA BEACH, FL 33004

legal@qlinkwireless.com

CASSANDRA MILLIGAN, REGULATORY AFFAIRS

SAGE TELECOM COMMUNICATIONS' LLC

10440 N CENTRAL EXPRESSWAY STE 7OO

DALLAS, TX 75231
Fax:21*49ï4789
cm illigan@truconnect.com

BRIAN LISLE, PRESIDENT
TELRITE CORPORATION
23OO WINDY RIDGE PKWY STE 35OS

ATLANTA, GA, GA 30339

brian, lisle@telrite. com

RICHARD B. SALZMAN, EXECUTIVE VICE PRESIDENT

TRACFONE WIRELESS, INC.

97OO NW 1IzTH AVE
MlAMr, FL 33178

rsalzman@tracfone. com

GRANT SPELLMEIER, DIRECTOR, EXTERNAL AFFAIRS

USCOC OF NEBRASKA/KANSAS LLC

8410 BRYN MAWR
cHrcAco, lL 60631
Fax 847-86¿t-3133

DALE SCHMICK, VICE-PRESIDENT/GEN. MANAGER

YOURTEL AMERICA, INC.

D/B/ATERRACOM
933 E BRITTON RD

OKLAHOMA CITY, OK 73114
Fax:81ê38&1044
dale@terracominc.com

ZACK O'DELL, CEO

S&T COMMUNICATIONS LLC

320 KANSAS AVE
PO BOX 99
BREWSTER, KS 67732
Fax:785ô942750
zack. od el I @sttelco m. com

JANET ARNOLD, AREA MANAGER EXTERNAL AFFAIRS

SOUTHWESTERN BELL TELEPHONE CO.

D/B/A AT&T KANSAS

220 SE SIXTH ST.

ROOM 505
TOPEKA, KS 6660}3596
Fax 78$27ê1988
js0746@att.com

SHARYL FOWLER, REGULATORY & LIFELINE

COMPLIANCE MANAGER
TEMPO TELECOM, LLC

115 GATEWAY DR

MACON, G431210
sh a ry1. fowle r@bi rch. com

TODD HOUSEMAN, ASSISTANT GENERAL MANAGER

UNITED WIRELESS COMMUNICATIONS' INC.

1 107 MCARTOR RD

PO BOX 117
DODGE CITY, KS 67801

toddh@u nitedtelcom.net

DIANE C BROWNING, COUNSEL STATE REGULATORY

AFFAIRS
VIRGIN MOBILE USA, L.P.

KSOPHN03I4-34459
6450 SPRINT PKWY
OVERLAND PARK, KS 66251

Fax 91$5230571
diane.c. browning@sPrínt.com



CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

17-BGPT461.ETC

/S/ DeeAnn ShuPe._
DeeAnn Shupe

Order Mailed Date

MAY 2 4 201'l



COMMONWEATTI-I OF KENTUCKY

BEFOHE THË PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

ln the Matter of

REQUEST OF BUDGET PREPAY, INC

TT RELINQU¡SH ELIGIBLË
TELÊCOMMUNICATIONS CARRIER
DES¡GNATION

CASÉ NO.
2û17-00166

OR ËR

On December B, 201 1, the Commission granted the request of Budget Prepay,

lnc. {,,Budget"} for designation as an Etigible Telecommunications Carrier {"ETC"¡.t

Budget was authorized to receive federal Universal Support for Lifeline wireless

customers. On April T, zA17, Budget petitioned the Commission pursuant to 47 U.S.C. $

214{e}{4t for relinquishment of its ETC status in Kentucky. on April 12,2A17, Budget

filed an amended requesT to relinquish its ËTC status in Kentucky {"Amended Petition"}.

Budget is a reseller of Commercial Mobile Radio Service, also known as a Mobile

Vidual Network Operator, and has requested lo relinquish its ETC designation and to

discontinue providing service in Kentucky due to changes in the wireless industry and

proposed modificatíons to the Lifeline Prograrn.2 Budget currently serves a limited

number of Lifeline subscribers in Kentucky'3

i Case No. ?01 1-00169, Applicatian af Budgel Prepay, lnc' far Limited Designation as a

wireless Etigible Telecommunicalions carrier \Ky. PSC Dec" 8, 201 I ).

? Amended Petitian al pagê '1.

'] ld.

Non-rurat



under 47 U.S.C. g 214(ei{4}, a state commission shalt permit a carrier to relinquish

its Éîc designation in any area served by more than one ËTC' Following relinquishmenl

of Budget's ETC designation, there will continue to be several ETCs in the service area

that provide Lifeline service,4 The incumbent Local Exchange carriers are designated as

ETCs in the area served by Budget, and the commission is aware that other utilities are

designated as ETcs in the area. Because other ETCs currently serye the entire area in

which Budget is designated as an ËTC in Kentucky' notice need not be provided to those

carriers to permit them to purchase or construct facilities to ensure that customers will

continue to receive service. Budget states that it will send customer notification via

electronic means to each of ils wireress Lifeline customers in Kentucky no later than April

30, 2017.5 The notice will advise each customer that Budget plans to discontinue service

on May 31 , 20]7, and that Service can be oþtained from other providers'G

47 U.S.C. $ 214 {eX4) states in Part:

A State commission shall permit an eligible

telecommunications carrier to relinquish its designation .as
suchacarrierinanyareaservedbymorethanoneeligible
telecommunications carrier. An eligible telecommunications

,urri", ihat seeks to relinquish ils eligible telecommunications

,"rriã, 
-Jesignation 

for an area served by more than one

eligiile i"¡rJo**rnications carrier shall give advance notice

to thà state commission . . . of such relinquishment. .Prior 
to

p*r*ittìng a telecommunications carrier designated al..an

el¡giütã ietácommunications carrier to cease providing

universat service in an area served by rnore than one eligible

telecommunicationscarrier'thestatecommission...shall
require the remaining eligible telecommunications carrier or

carriers to ensure thai all customers served by the

4 ld. al Page 2.

Ëld.atpage3'Budgetassertsthatwrittennoticebytextmessageiscustomaryand,inBudget'S
experiencå the mosielfective form of customer cornmunication"

6 ld,

-2- Case No.2017'00166



relinquishing carrier will continue to be served, and shall

requii,ã iutf¡ã¡ent notice to permit the purchase or conslruction

ofadequatefacílitiesby?nyremainingeligible
telecommunications carrier. The state commission . . ' shall

establish a time, not to exceed one year after the state

commission approves such relinquishment under this

paragiãpfr, wUnin which such purchase or construction shall

be comPleted'

Based on the evidence and having been sufficiently advised, the Commission finds

that, pursuant tCI 47 u.s,c. $ 214(e)(4), there is more than one ETC in the area of

relinquishment, and those carriers have sufficient facilities for the provision ol service'

The commission also finds that Budget will provide sufficient notice to its customers to

enable ihose customers to seek alternative service providers'

IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED thAt:

1. Budget shall send customer notification via electronic means to each of its

customers in Kentucky no later than Aprit 30, 2017, advising them that Budget plans to

discontinue service on May 31,2017, and rhat service can be obtained from other

providers.

2. Budget's request to withdraw as ãn ETC as of May 31,2017, is granted'

3'Budget,srequesttocancelitsauthoritytooperateinKentuckyasofMay

31 ,2017 , is granted.

4. This case is now closed and removed from the Commission's docket'

-3- Case No.2017'00'166



By the Commission

INTË.RËD

APR 2 5 ?til?

t,l lU'";.KY PtlLì
\. !: Ctl\'l h,l

r:{t {:l. I

{: SS t)

ATTEST

t
Ëxecutive Director

Case No.20'17-00166



*Honorable C. Kent Hatfield
Attorney at Law
Stoll Keenon Ogden, PLLC
2000 PNC Plaza
500 W Jefferson Street
Louisville, KENTUCKY 40202-2828

"Budget PrePay, lnc. dba Budget Mobile

1325 Barksdale Blvd, Suite 200
Bossier City, LA 71111

*Denotes Served by Email Service List for Case 2017-00166



BEI"ORE THE
LOUISIANA PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSTON

ORDER NO. 5-34432

BUI}GE'T' PREPAY' IN C.,

D/B/A BUDGET PHONE D/B/A BUDGET PHONE' INC.'
EX PARTE.

Docket No. 5-34432, In rc: Request ta Relinquish íts Wíreless, Líþlìne'only ETC Desígnation and

Cancel iß CMRS Registrstion.

(Dccided at the Business and Executive session held on May 19' 2017')

Overview

on April l3,2ol1 ,Budget PrePay, lnc. ("Buclget PrePay" or"cornpany") filed a rcquc'st asking

the Louisiana Public service commission ("LPSC- or "commission") to relinquish the company's

designation as an eligible telecommunications carrier ("ETC") lbr the provision of wireless' Lifeline-

only supportecl scrviccs a¡rcl cancel the company's lcgistration as a conlmercial rnobile radio service

provitler ("CMRS"). Notice of the company's request was published in the comlnissio¡l's official

BulletinonApril24,2ol1withnointerventionsol.protestsfileddrrringthel5-dayinterventionperiod.

pursuant to 47 U,S.C. g 2la(eX2) of the Comnrunications Act of 1934, ¡rs anrended (the "Act")'

the company received ETC designation for wireline' Lifeline-supported services lronr the commission

on May ¡1,2009.1 Bçdget PrePay's ETC clesignntion was expancletl to include wireless' Lifeline-

supportedservicesinLouisianacrnJulylg,20l0.InLPSCor<JerNo'5-34357'datedMarch3l'2011'

the conrmission relinquished the company's wireline, Lifeline-only ETC designation and cancellecl the

Company,sauthoritytoprovidecompctitivelocalexchangecarrier(..CLEC'')services.

Jurisdiction ønd APPlicable Inw

The Commission exercises jurisdiction in this proceeding pursuant to Article IV' Section 2l(B)

of the Louisíana Con.stitution.

La. Const. Art. IV, Sec. 2l provides in pertinent part:

(B') The commission shall regulate all common carriers and public

urilities onJ-r,"". $uch other ,"g..utotnry authority iur provided by law. It

shall adÇi on¿ "nfo.". 
reasonable rules, regulâtions, and procedures

n..r*ru.y?i'itre dischargc of its duties' and shall have other powers and

perform other duties as provided by law'

Pursuant to that authority. the commission atlopted the Regulations for competition in rhe Local

Telecommunications Market, a$ most recently amencled in Attachment A to the General order dated

March I l,20l4.

Order No. 5-34432
Page 1 of4
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Section 101 provides in pertinent parl:

(ó) commcrcial Mobile Ratlio service (CMRS) - a mobile service that is: (ax l)
provided for profit, i.e., with the intcnt of receiving compensation or monetary

gaiU (2) an lnt"r"unn"cted service; and (3) available to the public, or to such

õlasses of eligible users as to be effþctively available to e substantial portion ol the

publio; or (b) the funcrional equivalent of such a mobile service described in

paragraph (a) of this tlefinition. 47 cFR $ 20.3, as amended. CMRS includes
iRodio Common Carriers" as that term is defined and used in La. R.S. $ 45:1500 øt

seq.

(7) Commercial Mobilc Radio sffvice Provider - any person or entity engaged in

the provision of a service that is a commercial mobile radio service' CMRS
provider includes "Radio Common Carriers" as thal term is deñned and used in La.

R.S. $ 45: I 500 et saq'

(9) Competitive Local Exchange Ca¡rier (CLEC) - a telccornmunications services

provider, except a CAP, offering and/or providing local telecommunicatíons

scrvices in competition with an ILEC'

ln acldition to provitling the process for clesignating a carrier an ETC,47 USC $ 214 (e) provides a

method whereby a carrier can seek to relinqr"rish its ETC status'

47 U.S.C. $ 2f4(eX4) provides in pertinent part:

A State commission shall nermit an elìgible telecommunications carrier to

relinquistl its dcsignation as such a carrier in any area served by- more than onç

ãGi6i" t"l""om*uni.ution* .u.rie.. An eligible telecommunications carrier that

,.ckr to reliru¡uistr its eligible telecommunications carrier designation for an

area $erved by more than one eligible telecommunications carrier shall give

advance noticc to thc Statc co¡nmission of such rclinquishmcnt. Prior to

permitting a teleco¡nmunications carrier designated as ¿¡n cligible

ielccommunications cap'ier to ccasc providing universal service ín an areâ

served by more than one eligible telecommunications ca[rier, the State

commission shall require the remaining eligible tclecommrrnications carricr or

carriers to ensure thàt all customers served by the relinquishing carricr will

continue to be served, and shall rcquirc sufficient notice to permit the purchase

or consrruction of adequate facilities by any remaining cligible

telccommunications carrier. The Statc commission shall cstablish a timc. not to

exceed one year after the Stâte commission ¿¡pproves such relinquishrnent under

this paragraph, within which such purchase or construction shall be completcd.

(Emphasis Addett)

Staff Revíew

ln its application, Budget Prepay sought to relinqr.rish its <lesignation as an ETC lbr the provision

of wireless, Lifeline-only supported services and to cancel its registration as a CMRS provider within

the State of Louisiana. Br-rdget PrePay serves less than 2,000 Lifclinc subscribcrs in lhe slatc. On April

13,Z0l'l ,the Company sent customers written notice by text message of the Company's intent to cease

service, giving customers timc to find a ncw ETC providcr. Budgct PrePay will not charge its customers

any termination fees.

pursuanr to g 2la(eX4) of the Act, an ETC tlrat seeks to relinquish its designation for an area

served by more than one ETC shall give advance notice to the State commission of such relinquishment.

Order No. 5-34432
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Further, the Act rilates that the State commission must ensure that the customers of the affected areas

will continue ro be served by the renraining ETCs following the relinquishment. Budget PttPay's

application was submilted in accordance with the requirements of the Act' as the ComPany gave the

LpSC advance notice of its relinquishnrent and as there are other ETCs in the service area that can

provide service to Budget PrePay's customers; therefore, the LPSC shall permit Budget PrePay to

relinquish its designation as such a carrier.

Advance Notice

Budget prepay provided advance notice to the LPSC by filing its petition on April 13'2017'

almost two months prior to the Company's anticipated relinquishnrent.z

Renruinittg ETCs in lhe Service Area

per its application, Budget PrePay's ETC service area in Louisiana is scrved by rnore than one

ETC, including wireless ETC providers.3 Staff conclutlcd that there is at leas{ one additional ETC

serving each of the areas in which relinquishment is being sought, thus allcviating any concerns that

could exist regarding lack of a pre;vider for custonlers. Further, Staff concluded that those ETCs will not

be required ro purchase or construct additional facilities to ensure that Budget PrePay's Lifeline

subscribers continue to receive service.4

Støll Recommendation

pursuant to the Act. a State Couunission shalt permit an cligible telecommunications caüier to

relinquish irs designation as such a carrier in any area served by more than one eligible

telecornmunications carrier. stalf reviewed the cornpany's request and thc requirements of the Act, and

noted that Budget prepay provided advance notice to the Commission regarding its relinquishment and

that there is ar least one atltlitional ETC serving tlìe areas in which relinquishment is heing sought.

Accordingly, Staff reconrmended in its Staff Report and Recommendation filed on May 9, 2017 that

Budget PrePay, Inc.'s designation as a wireless, Lifeline-only ETC be relinquishetl' that thc Company's

registration as a CMRS provider be cancelled, and that the Commission's actions in this docket

supersede ordering paragraph 4 in Order No' 5-34357'

: The application anticipates an ettective relinquishnrent date ol Jtlne 5' 201 7-

, iir- 
"piii".,i"" 

lists TrucFone-Wirei"r. o¡¡¡a sutcLink ¡Nireless, Tclrile Corporation tllb/a Lil'c Wirclcss' and Sprint dlbla

Assurance Wircless'i'l;;;';;; pur"hore or construction is anticipate<l, the LPSC is not establishing a timing rcquiremcnt' Howcvc¡' should

purchase or construction be necessary, such purchase or construction shall be compll'ted within one year of lhe issuance Olan

.rder in this doeket' 
order No. 5-34432
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C om mis sio n C o nsíd e ratìo tt

Staffls Recommendation was considered by the Commission at its May 19,2017 Busincss and

Executive Session. On morion of Commissioner Francis, seconded by Commissioner Campbell, with

Commissioner Boissiere and Chairman Angelle concurring and Vice Chairman Skmetta ternporarily

absent, the Commission voted to accept Staff"s Recommendation relinquishing Budget PrePay, lnc"s

designation as a wireless, Lifeline-only ETC, cancelling the Company's registration as a CMRS

provider, and that the Commissic¡n's actions supersede ordering paragraph 4 in Order No. 5-34357'

IT IS THERET'ORE ORDERED THAT:

L Budget PrePay Inc.'s designation as a wireless, Lif'eline-only ETC is relinquished;

2. Budget PrePay Inc.'s fegistration as a cMRS provider is cancelled; and

3. The Commission's acrions in this Or<ler supercede ordering paragraph 4 of Order No. 5-34357'

allowing Budget PrePay Inc. to retain its CMRS authority antl continue to provide wirelcss ETC

services.

This Order is eftèctive imnrediately.

IìY ORDER OF THE COMMISSION
BATON ROUGE, I,OUTSIANA

June 7, 2017

/S/ SCOTT A. ANGET,T,E

DISTRICT II
CHAIRMAN SCOTT A. ANGELLE

ABSENT
DISTRICT I
VICE CHATRMAN ERIC F. SKRMETTA

/s/ T- .t.

DISTRICT V
COMMISSIONER FOSTER L. CAMPBELL

EVEKAHAO GONZALEZ
SECRETARY /st TC. ti. nI

DISTRICT III
COMMISSIONER LAMBERT C. BOISSIERE' III

/SIMI FRANCIS

DISTRICT IV
COMMISSIONER MIKE ITRANCIS

Order No. 5-34432
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coMMlssloNERS

W, KEVIN HIJC;HBS
CHÀIRMAN

T'IAROI,D D, WILLIAMS
MICHAEL T. RICHARD

ANTHONY J. O'DONNELL

STATE OF MARYLAND

PUTLIC SNNVICT COMMISSION

The Marytand Public service commission ("commission") has reviewed the request

flled on April 2g, 2017 by Budget prenay,in" . drbraÌìudget Mobile for the relinquishmenr of its

designation as an Eligibre Telecom*urri.Jio"s carrier pioviding Lifeline service in Maryland'

At its May 3 1,Z,fl Ãd-i.rirt utive Meeting, the Commìssion took the matter under advisernent

and declined to rule at that time'

After further consideration, the Commission has revoked the Company,s designation as

an Eligible Telecommunications Carrier, effective June 14, 2017 ' and directs the Company to

intorm the Commirrio' orr"" its remaining customers have migrated to other carriers'

#2,5,31117 AM; ML# 214903, TE-11896

Todd B. Lantor
Todd R. Slamowitz
Lukas, L,aFuria, Gutierrez & Sachs, LLP

8300 Greensboro Drive, Suite 1200

Tysons, YA 22102

Dear Messrs. Lantor and Slamowitz:

DJC/st

By

410-767-8000 ¡ Toll F¡ee: l-800-492-0474

MDRS: 1-800-735'2258 (TTY/Voice) '

June 14,2017

Direction of the Commission,

r FAX: 410-333-é495

Website: www.Psc state.md us

David J. Co
Executive SecretarY

wtLl,lAM DONALI) SCHAÌ'IFER TOWER r 6 ST PAUL STREET ¡ BALTIMORE' MARYLAND 21202-6806



SECRETARY,SRECORD,NEBRASKAPUBLICSERVICECOMMISSIoN

BEFORE THE NEBRASKA PUBLIC SERVICE

Application

COMMISSION

No. C-492L/NUSF-109

ByapplicationfiledApril24,2oll,BudgetPrePay,Inc.'
d/b/a Budget Mobile, ("Budõ"L" or "Company") of Bossier City'
Louisiana, ,seeks permission to relinquish its Eligible
Telecommunicatíons Carríer ("ETC") designation pursuant to

Section ztn<"1lÐ of the ''Telecommunications Act of L934' as

amended (the "Act"), 47 U.S'C' S 21-4(e) (4)' and Section 54'205

of the Federal Communication Commission, S (..FCC.') rules, 47

C.F.Rs54.205.Noticeoftheapplication.waspublishedinThe
DailyRecord,Omaha,Nebraska'onApril26'2017'Noprotests
h¡ere filed; therefore, this application is processed pursuant to

the Commíssion's Rule of Modified Procedure '

In the Matter of the
Application of Budget
PrePay, fnc., d/b/a Budget
Mobile, Bossier CitY,
Louisiana, seeking
authority to relinquish
their eligible
telecommunications carrier
designation.

According to 47 U' S'C'
"shal-1 permit an eligible
rellnquish i-us designation as

GRANTED

Entered: June 13, 2011

S 274 (e) (4) ' a State
telecommunications

such a carrier in any

BY THE COMMTSSION:

OP]NION AND F]NDINGS

Budgethasbeendesignatedas^anT'"inthisstatesj-nce
February 20, 2013, pursuant to. t-he.goy:""ion's order in Docket

C-4507INUSF-82.1 Cãnsistent with 47 U'S'C' S ZLaG) (a) and 41

C.F.R.ss4.205,Budgethasrequestedpermissiontorelinquísh
its ETC designation.

BudgetwishestorelinquishitsETCdesignationbecause
changesinthewirelessindustryandproposedmodifications
theLifelineprogram.Budgetstatesthattherelinquishment
ETC status 'irr have minimal impact because Budget has

Lifeline subscribers in Nebraska'

of
to
of
no

commission
carrier to
area served

1 -In the Matter of the AppJication of
MobiTe, Bossiet City, Louisiana' seeking a

OnJy ETigibfe Tefecommunications Carrier w

c-¿S.OZUNUST-82 (February 20, 2Ol.3) '

Budget PrePaY, Inc., d/b/a Budget
Tinited designation as a Lifeline-

ithin the State of Nebraska, Docket
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Applicatíon No . C-4921INUSF-109 Page 2

by more than one elígible tefecommunicatíons carrier-" This
section further requires that the relinquishing ETC *shall give
advance notice to the statc commission of such

relinquishment. " Prior to permÍtting the ETC to ceäse providing
universal service, the Commission "sha11 require the remaining
eligible telecommunications carrier or carriers to ensure that
all customers served by the relinquishing carrier wil-l continue
to be served, and shal1 require sufficient notice to permit the
purchase or construction of adequate facilities by any remaining
ãriqinr. telecommunications carrier." Budget states that it
satisf ies al-l- of these requirements '

As Budget has no customers in Nebraska, notice is not
to remaíni-ng eliqible telecommunicatíonsnecessary

carriers.
or required

Based on the foregoing, the Commission
satisfles the requirements of 47 U'S'C' S

C.F.R. S 54.205 and that its application for
ETC designation should be approved'

ORDER

IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED by the Nebraska
commission that Application No. c-4921INUSF-l-09
it is herebY, granted

ENTERED
day of .Tune,

finds that Budget
21a G) (a) and 41

relinquishment of

Public
should

Service
be, and

AND MADE EFFECTIVE at Lincoln, Nebraska, this 13th
20L7 .

COMMISSIONERS CONCURRING :

NEBRASKA PUBLIC SERVICE COMMTSSION

Chairman

ATTEST:

W¿^!
,ør,,-ilø

//s// Fr E. Landís
//s//Tin schram

Deputy Director
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THE PUBTIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF OHIO

Iw rHn M¡rt¡n or rHE APPrrc¡rro¡g
oF BuPcsr PREPAY, INc FoR

Aprnover To RELINQUISH ITs

EucrulE TrrncoprvruNlcATloNs
C¡nnrrR Dnsrcxettotrl AND FoR

CtNcsr,t.artoN or lrs CnRrrgcntn o¡
Punrrc CoNvENIENcE eruo NncrssITY.

CAsE No. 12-1933-TP-UNC

Cnsn No. 11-5013-TP-RCC

ENTRY

Entered in the Journal on June 2't ,2QL7

I. Sun¡uanY

lÍ 1Ì The commission aPPfoves the application of Budget PrcPay,Inc' seeking

to relinquish its d.esignation as â competitive eligible telecommunications carrier and

cancellation of its operating certificate'

II. Drscusslot{

{T 2} Federal law, 47 u.S.C. 21.4(e)(4), provides that "[a] state commission shall

permit an eligible telecommunications carrier to relinquish its designation as such a

carriet in any area served by rnore than one eligible telecommunications caÍrier"'

However, when doing sø 47 C.F.R. 54.205(b) requires that a state commission ensure that

there is at least one remaining etigible telecommunications carrier (ETC) serving

customers in the area served by the relinquishing carrier before permitting a designated

ETC to cease providing universal service in the area'

tT 3ì Consistent with 47 U.S.C. naþ)Q), Budget PrePay, Inc. (Budget PrePay)

was d,esignated, as a competitive eligible telecommunications carrïer (CETC), pursuant to

the Commissiorfs November 28, 2012 Finding and Order in Case No.12-1933jTP-UNC,

for the limited purpose of offering resold prepaid wireless Lifeline service to qualifying

Ohio consumers throughout the service areaset forth in the application. Budget Prepay

d.oes not provide non-Ufeline service to any subscribers in Ohio.

I
¡

I
'Ì-"

i
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{1 4} On May 8,20117 , Budget PrePay filed an application seeking relinquishment

of its CETC designation. Specifically, Budget PrePay states that it seeks to relinquish its

CETC designation and cease offering Lifeline service in the state Ohio effective July 5,

20i.7. Budget PrePay intends to relinquish its CETC designation in all areas of Ohio for

which it is so designated. Budget PrePay rePresents that it can continue to serve

ïemaining Lifeline customers through July 5, 2017. The comPany also seeks cancellation

of its Certificate 90-5534, to provide Commercial Mobile Radio Service (CMRS),

contemporaneously with granting relinquishment of Budget PrePay's CETC designation

in the state of Ohio.

{T S} Budget PrePay is not currently effolling any new Lifeiine subscribers and

has not errïolled any new customers in Ohio since May 8, 2017. Additionally, on or about

that same d.ate, BudgetPrePay ceased marketing to new customers in Ohio.

{q 6} Budget PrePay currently still serves subscribers throughout the state of

Ohio. On May 8,2017, the date of tlre filing of its relinquishment application, Budget

PrePay had less than 1,750 wireless subscribers within its CETC designated area in Ohio.

Budget PrePay submits that if the Commission apptoves the company's relinquishment

application, each of Budget PrePay's remaining consumers who will thereafter no longer

be served by Budget PrePay, will nevertheless thereafter continue to have multþle

options for alternative ETC service providers in the state of Ohio, including both wireline

and wireless carrierõ.

{T 4 Budget Prepay submits that, until the effective date of CETC

relinquishment, it will continue to provide its existing eligible Lifeline subscribers with

the Li{eline discount, and claim reimbursement for the Lifeline discount. Budget PrePay

will no longer seek reimbursement for the Lifeline discount after the effective date of

CETC relinquishment.
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Iï gì Budget PrePay presents a transition plan in order to assist its customers in

switching to another Lifeline provider. On May 5,2017, it sent a text message to each of

its Lifeline subscribers notifying them that it plans to cease offering Lifeline service

effective July 5, ZAL7. Asecond text notification will be sent to the comparry's remaining

subscribers no iater than June 90,2017. The same notification, but in the forrn of a written

letter, was sent to all the company's remaining subscribers through the u.s. mail on May

12,2A17. Further, begiruring on ]une 90,2077, all outward calls from Budget PrePay

subscribers will be first forwarded to a company representative for the purpose of

notification about the ]u1y 5,2t17 termination date. This practice will not affect 9-1-1

calls, which will be routed to emergency providers in a standard fashion- Additionally'

Budget PrePay's website informs customers of the need to select another Lifeline

provider and. provides information about alternative Lífeline providers in Ohio.

tttgl Budget PrePay does not require customer deposits, so there is no need for

a plan for return of d.eposits. If a Budget PrePay subscriber decides to obtain service from

another provider, there will be no early termination fee assessed by Budget PrePay,

whictr, as a prepaid service provider, never assesses such fees'

{1T10} Upon the Commission-approved relinquishment date, Budget Prepay will

initiate a batch de-eruollment of any remaining subscribers in the National Lifeline

Accountability Database and release the phone numbers of those customers no longer

served by Budget prepay as of this date. Existing Lifeline subscribers who do not contact

the company by )uty 5, 2017,wi11lose their Lifeline service and their associated phone

number.

{ï 11} pursuant to R.C. 4927.13(A), an incumbent local exchange carrier must

implement lifeline service to eligíble residential customers throughout the carrier's

tradition service area. Therefore, the Commission finds that there is at least one other

ETC in all aïeas in which Budget PrePay is currently designated as a CETC. Accordingly,

rg{gqt l-t-"-pay'g-!r{eline custom-e-1q ylq þ+yg lþS 4!{v tg rylS-ql "lqÈqr !4lgg

-3-
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pïovider. As a resulÇ Budget PrePay's request to exit the Lifeline service market in Ohio

on July 5,2t17,is approved, In the meantime, the comPany must continue to promptly

provide Staff with weekly updates as to the status of its customer rnigration to other

Lifeline providers. Budget prePay should de-erwoll atl of its Lifeline subscribers with the

federal Universal Service Administrative Company no later than fuly 5, 2017'

{ft 12} On Decemb er L, 20T'1, the Commissiorç in Case No. 11-5013-TP-RCC,

granted Budget PrePay a Certificate of Public Convenience and Necessity, No. 90-5584,

to provide CMRS in the state of Ohio. Budget Prepay does not provide non-Lifeline

service to any subscribers in Ohio.

tï 13Ì Due to the fact that Budget PrePay does not serve any non-Lifeline

customers, Certificate No. 90-55&t will be cancelled as of July 5,2017 '

ilI. OnPnn

{,il 14} It iç, therefore,

tf l5l ORDERED, Thar the May 8,2017 application of Budget llrePay is approved

in accordance with Paragraph (11)' It is, further,

{ï 16} ORDERED, That Budget PrePay provide Staff with weekly updates

regarding customer migration. It is, further,

ffi1n That Certificate No. 90-5584 be cancelled as of luly 5, 2017, in accordance

with Paragraph (13). It is, further,

i
ll

ri

I

I

I
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{l 13} ORDERED, That a copy of this Entry be served upon all parties of record

THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF OHIO

,/ Ztr
Chairman

M. Beth Trombold W. Johnson

Dâniel R. Conway

DEF/dâh

Entered in the Journal
JUN 2 t 2017

/'v('/4¿^-0

Barcy F. McNeal
Secretary
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BEFORE THE CORPORATION COMMISSION OF OKLAHOMA

APPLICATION OF BUDGET PREPAY, INC. TO )
WITHDRAW ITS CERTIFICATE OF )

CONVENIENCE AND NECESSITY IN THE )

STATE OF OKLAHOMA, TO CANCEL ITS )

TARIFFS, AND TO RELINQUISH ITS WIRELESS )

ELIGIBLETELECOMMI.INICATIONSCARRIER )

DESIGNATION )

CAUSE NO. PUD 2OI7OOI57

ORDER No. 665384

FINAL ORDER GRANTING
wrnun¡wnr, or cnnrmlcnrn or çqEvnJlnncn nxo ¡rEcEssITY.

CAI\ICELLATION OF TARIFFS.

AI{D RELINOIIISHMENT OF ETC DESIGNATION

BY THE COMMISSION:

The Corporation Commission ("Commission") of the State of Oklahoma being regularly

in session and the undersigned Commissioners present and participating, there comes on for

consideration and action thJepplication of Budgei PrePay, Inc. ("Budget PrePay") to voluntarily

withdraw its Certificate of Conlenience and Neiessity ("CCN"), cancel its Tariffs to operate in

the State of Oklahoma, and relinquish its wireless Eligible Telecommunications Carrier ("ETC")

designation in the 
"*óh*g", 

served by Southwestern Bell Telephone Company dlbla AT&T

oklihoma (*AT&T oklãhoma") *à Valor Telecommunications of Texas, LLC dlbla

Windstream Communications Southwest ('Windstream Southwest") in accordance with 47

U.S.C g 2la(e)(4), 47 C.F.R. g 54.205, and Oklahoma Administrative Code ("OAC") 165:55-15-

5 and OAC 165:56-14'3.

I. PROCEDURAL HISTORY

On May lg,Z¡lT,Budget PrePay filed its Application for Withdrawal of Certificate of

Convenience and Necessity, fãr canceitation of Tariffs, and for Relinquishment of Eligible

Telecommunications Ca¡rier Certification'

II.FINDINGSoFFAcTANDCONCLUSIONSoFLAw

The Commission makes the following finding of facts and conclusions of law:

l. The Commission has jurisdiction over the subject matter and persons. Notice was given

as required by law and the rules of the Commission. Authority to grant the Appiication arises

undeioru.n. CoNsr. art. D(, $ 18, and 17 O'S' $$ 131 et seq'

2. Budget PrePay was granted its CCN to provide local exchange and intrastate

interexchang" ,r*i"" by me õommission in Cause Ño. PUD 200200458, Order No' 471473'

issued on JanuarY I 3, 2003-
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Final Order GrantingWithdrav'at of CCN, Cancellation of Tariffs, and Relinquishment of ETC Designatíon

3. Budget prePay was designated by the Commission as an ETC, on a wireless basis in

Cause No. PUD 201000171, OrderNo. 601604, issued on September 4,2012.

4. Budget prepay voluntarily filed an Application to relinquish its wireless ETC designation

in the exchanges served by AT&T Oklahoma and Windstream Southwest in accordance with 47

U.S.C $ 2la(e)(4),47 C.F-R. $ 54.205, and OAC 165:55'

5. Budget prePay fuither requested in its Application to withdraw its CCN and cancel its

Tariffs to Jperate in the Søte oi oklahoma in accordance with oAC 165:55-15-5 and oAC

165:56-14-3.

6. In its Application, Budget PrePay stated that it had fewer than 400 wireless customers in

the State of Oklahoma.

7. Included with Budget PrePay's Application was a certification by Danny Hyde, Chief

Executive Offrcer of Budget PrePay, stating that Budget PrePay has no outstanding customer

deposits.

g. The public Utility Division (*PUD") reviewed the Application and determined that

Budget PrePay satisfied äll requirements of 47 U.S.C $ 2la(exa), 47 C.F-R. $ 54.205' OAC

165;5, and oAc 165:56 to witldraw its ccN, cancel its Tariffs, and relinquish its wireless ETC

designation in the exchanges served by AT&T Oklahoma and Windstream Southwest.

g. The pUD determined that pursuant to 47 U.S.C. $ 2la(e)( ) and 47 C.F.R. $ 54.205(a),

the service territories where Budget PrePay is designated are served by at one (1) remaining

telecommunications carrier which has been designated as an ETC and which, by virtue of their

ETC designation, is required to offer the supported services throughout their respectively

designated service territories-

10. Budget prepay proposed an effective date of July 5,2017 for their cessation of service in

the State of Oklahoma.

I l. 47 U.S.C. $ 21a(e)(a) specifies, in part, "A State commission (or the Commission in the

case of a common òu.riát designated under paragraph (6)) sheil permit rin eligible

telecommunications carrier to relinquish its designation as such a carrier in any area served by

more than one eligible telecommuniìations carrier." (emphasis added.) Because at least one (1)

ETC is designated as eligible to provide service in Budget PrePay's territory (AT&T Oklahoma

and windstream Southwãst), the'commission is required by federal law to permit Budget PrePay

to relinquish its ETC designation.

tz. Budget prepay provided notice of its planned cessation of service to its remaining

customers on May 12,2017 via text message' and on lfay 19, 2017 via US mail' The PUD

reviewed the provided notices and for¡nd them to be satisfactory.

13. pursuant to oAC 165:55-15-5 and 165:56-14-3, a telecommunications service provider

may request to voluntarily withd"raw its ccN and cancellation of its tariffs.
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Final Order Grønting Withdrawal d CCN, Òancellation of Tarifs, ond Relinquishment of ETC Designation

14. proper notice was sent to the Attorney General of the stâte of oklahoma.

III. ORDER

THE COMMISSION THEREFORE ORDERS consistent with the above findings of fact

and conclusions of law, the Application filed by Budget PrePay, Inc to volunørily withdraw its

Certificate of Conveni"n"" *d Necessity, cancel its Tariffs to operate in the State of Oklahoma'

anã relinquish its wireless Eligible Telecommunications canier designation and in accordance

with 47 u.s.c $ zr+(ex+), ¿ic.p.R. $ 54.205, and oklahoma Administrative code ("oAc")

165:55 and OAC 165:56, effective July 5, 20L7,is hereby granted'

DONE AND PERFORMED by the Commissioners

order as shown by their signatures above this ?úl dayof

OKLAHOMA CORPORATION COMMISSION

fuù,e_ v
A L. MURPHY,

J. TODD HIETT, Vice Chairman

BOB ANTHONY,

in the making of this
2017

Iseal]



ESTADO LIBR"E ASOCIADO DE PUERTO RICO
JI]NTA REGLAMENTADORA DE TELECOMT]NICACIONES

DE PUERTO RICO

BUDGET PREPAY, INC.

Peticion¡ria
CASO NÚM. : JRT-CMRS-O I 48

CASO NÚM. : JRT.ETC.OO 1 5

RESOLUCIÓN Y ORDEN

I. Trasfondo

El 16 de octubre de 2Q12, la Junta Reglamentadora de Telecomunicaciones
("Junta") emitiö Orden Administrativa, ordenando el registro de Budget Prepa¡ Inc. (en

adelante, "Budget") como compañía que ofrece servicio comercial radiomóvil ("CMRS",
por sus siglas en inglés) en Puerto Rico, bajo el registro JRT-CMRS'0148. Allí se le

advirtió a Budget que tenía que cumplir con la presentación de los informes trimestrales y
declaración de ingresos brutos anuales delReglamento sobre Imposíeión de Cargos a Las

Conpañías de Telecomunicøciones, Reglamento Núm. 7846, la presentación de los

formularios TRB, los documento e informes requeridos por el Reglamento sobre Semício
(Jniversal, Reglamento Núm. 7?95, el formulario FCC-499, y cualquier otro infonne que

esta Junta estimase necesario, adernás de cumplir con las leyes y reglamentos federales y
locales.

El 23 de enero de 20l3,la Junta emitió Resolucíóny Orden en el caso JRT-2012-

SU-0002, designando a Budget (Wnlc Budget Mobile) como compañía de

telecomunicaciones elegible ("CTE'), JRT-ETC-0015, limitada a proveer servicio

inal¡imbrico Lifeline del programa de bajos ingresos, apoyado por el Fondo Servicio

Universal de Puerto Rico ("FSL|PR") y el Fondo de Fondo de Servicio Universal Federal

(*FSUF"). El 3 de diciembre de 201 4, la Junta emitió Resolution and Order en el caso JRT-

ETC-0015, extendiendo la designación de Budget como CTE para el periodo bienal 2014-

2016, pero limitando el subsidio a los dineros provenientes del FSUF. El 19 de septiembre

de 2016, emitimos Orden Administrativa en el mismo caso, extendiendo nuevamente la

designación de Budget como cTE para el periodo bienal 2016-2018, y nuevamente

limitada al FSUF.

El 5 de mayo de 2017, Budget presentó escrito titulado Application of Budget

Prepay, Inc. d/b/ø Budget Mobilefor Relinquishment of its Designation as a Ldeline-Only
Eligible Telecommunications C¿rríer en el caso JRT-ETC-O015, solicitando autorización

de la Junta para abandonar su designación como CTE y renunciar a su derecho de recibir
apoyo del FSUF a tonor con los poderes conferidos por la Regla 54.205 de la Comisión

Federal de Comunioaciones, 47 tlFR 54.205, el A¡t. III-7 de la Ley de Telecomunicaciones

de Puerto Rico, Ley 213-1996, y la Regla 9.7 ðel Reglamento sobre Servicio Universal,

Reglamento Nrun. 7795 ("Reglamento 7795") ("MociÓn de Renuncia").

En su Moción de Renuncia, Budget plantea que (i) hay otras CTE que proveen

Lifeline en Puerto Rico; (ii) notificará oportunamente a sus clientes que cesará de proveer

servicio Lifeline; (iii) instruirá a sus clientes a que pueden continuar recibiendo el

descuento de Lifetine de otro proveedor y que no incunirán en cargos por terminación

temprana al cambiar de cornpañía; y (iv) que varias otras CTE en Puerto Rico pueden

preJtar servicio Lifeline inalfunbrico sin necesidad de construir facilidades adicionales.

indica además que no se afectará la cantidad de fondos del FSUF que pueden recibir las

CTE en Puerto Rico para el programa Lifeline.

'rr\

+
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Budget indicó que enviaría el siguiente mensaje de texto a sus cerca de 5,000

clientes, en o antes del 5 de mayo de 2017 (día en que radicó la Moción de Renuncia), pero

sl enuana una versión en esPañol del mismo:

Mobile plans to cease service in Puerto Rico on 7-5-2017'

service, you will need to contact another Lifeline províder

by the Puerto Ríco TRB.

líst of Lifeline Providers in Puerto Rico ls available at

'''f,/)øspx

Finalmente, Budget solicita que la Junta emita su decisión en cuanto a la Moción

ù

de Renuncia no mris tarde del 5 de julio ðe2017 '

Recibida la Moción de Renuncia, procedimos a conoborfir que Budget estuviese al

dla en la radicación de los informes que le son requeridos, tanto por su designación como

cTE como por su registro corno cMRS. Nuestra de sección de cumplimiento y

Estadísticas certificó que Budget está en cumplimiento en cuanto a los informes que le son

I ,.q"ã¡¿"r por su deìignació¡ corno CTE. No obstante, al analizar sus documentos

I h-;il;; ï "orp**ios 
con los dineros que reoibe del FSUF a través de USAC,

I Áåãì"rrtr"¿är ¿et Èsu¡, t obsEryatnos que Budget aparenta no estar reportando a la Junta

li;;'il;; ou. ,, r.óib" d*l FSUF como parte de sus ingresos sujetos al cargo

I reglam"entario que dispone el Artículo II-1 I de laLey 213'1996'

De otra parte, hacemos constar que Budget está siendo auditada como parte del

proceso de Auditoría.iniciado por la Junta mediante Orden Administrativa de 29 de marzo

ã. ZOIO, en el caso JRT-2001:SU-0003, con el fin de fiscalizar su cumplimiento con los

,.q*lrìt . estatutarios y reglamentarioj pTu la certificación de elegibilidad de los

suscriptores al progfama I ifãine, alos fines de rleterminar si estos fueron adecuadamente

.rrtin"o¿or como etegittes a1 programa, de conformidad con las regulaciones aplicables

ui*ottt"nto de su certifìcación, auio certificación o re-certificación ("Auditorí4")'

U. Discusión

La sección zlair,)Q) de Ley Federal de Comunicaciones' 47 U'S'C' $ 214' y la

sección 54.207þ) de las reglas de ia Comisión Federal de Comunicaciones ("FCC"' por

sus slgtas 
"n 

lngies¡,47 CñR.54.201(b), disponen.que las comisiones estatales pueden

ã"rigrl* acarreaãoras como CTE para prestar servicios en las áreas designadas por el ente

estatal, siempre que se curnplan con los requisitos enumerados en dichos preceptos

i"¿"tuí.r. Bn caso ¿e qu, unu ,"u.ttadora quiera renunciar a su desigración como CTE,

ã.¡" ãr*plir con lo dispuesto en la sección 214 (e)(a) del estatuto federal, 47 U 'S'C' 214

("X¿), V la sección 54.205 de las reglas de la FCC,47 CFR 54'205'

A tenor con el mandato federal, el A¡tículo III.7(b) de la Ley 213-1996,27 L.P.R,A.

g 269e(b), establece que coresponde a la Junta !3fæar a las CTE que podrán prestar

serviciòs'en puerto Rico y u..äd.t dine¡os del FSUPR y del FSUF-para subsidiar los

,oui"io, prestados. En cuanto a la renuncia como cTE, el Artículo III-7(bX4) de la Ley

213 -1996, provee lo siguiente:

(4)LaJuntapodrápermitirqueL.nacompañíadetelecomunicaciones
a"þtU, mediaite autorización previa de la Junta' abandone su

deíignai,ción en cualquier area servida por más de una conpañía de

telecomunicaciones ilegibte. Antes de otorgar la autorización, la-'lunta

ínpondr,l a las restunles compañías de- telecomunicaciones elegibles la

obtigación de asegurør el simicio a los usuarios de la compañía de

5. De acuerdo
enfe abril de

I hrç://www.usac.org/li/tools/disbursemcnts/default.aspx SPIN 143000887; Study Area 63901

"ï;--i"i";";iót 
prtbiica disponible en la pôgina de U_SAC, Budget ha recibido $2'569,998 00'

;üõ'*uñ; äO t Z, p*u *tugur el serviiio de Lifeline que presta en Puerto Rico.
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telecomunicaciones elegible que se retira, y requerirá surtciente

notiJìcación para permitir la compra o construcción de instalacíones
por cL,alquier otra compañ.ía de telecomunícaciones elegible.

costos y gastos incurridos por las compañías de telecomunicaciones
proveer servicios elegibles le serán reembolsados por los

de apoyo del servicio universal. La Junta establecerá un

de tiempo, que no excederá de un año despuës de la aprobación de

bajo este inciso, para que se eomplete la compra o construcción,

Regla 9 del Reglamento 7795, establece los requisitos para que la Junta realice

corno CTE, y el sub-inciso 9.7 indica los requisitos para que se le permita

CTE abandonar tal designación.

De otra parte, el Artícul,r II-11 de laLey 213-1996,27 L'PI..A. ç 267i, establece

que las compañias de telecomunicaciones que provean servicios en la Isla deber¡ín

contribuir proporcionalmente para sufragar los gastos anuales de operación de la Junta,

para 10 cual se ha adoptado el cargo de 0.25%, sobre los ingresos brutos por servisios de

telecomunicaciones intralsla. El Reglanento sobre Imposición de Cargos a Las

Compañías de Telecomunicaciones, Reglamento Núm. 7846 ("Reglamento 7846'),

dispone la forma en que deberá someterse el pago del cargo reglamentafio a la Junta. Este

cargo reglamentario aplica igualmente a los ingresos provenientes de la prestación de

servicios de telecomunicaciones que se originen y terminen en Puerto Rico que presten las

CMRS, incluyendo el servicio telèfónico que proveen bajo un plan de Ldeline.2 Más aún,

si los ingresos intralsla exceden el millón de dólares ($1,000,000), vienen obligadas a

presentar estados financieros auditados. 3

La Secc. 7 del Reglamento 7846 dispone que las compañias que se nieguen a

informar sus ingresos podrán ser objeto de: (i) procedimientos en su contra para obligar el

cumplimiento con la l€y; (ii) la irnposición del pago de costas, gastos y honorarios de

abogado incurridos en dichos procedimientos; y (iii) la imposición de multas

administrativas hasta un máximo de veinticinco mil dólares ($25,000.00) por cada

violación.

De u¡ análisis preliminar de los documentos ftnancieros que Budget ha sometido a

la Junta, aparenta ser que no ha:reportado como ingreso los dineros que recibe del FSUF a

través de USAC. Adernás, de un análisis a los planes de servicio Lifeline, vemos que

Budget indica que ofrece planes que incluyen data, pero no tenemos constancia sobre si,

en efecto, alguno de sus cliente de Lifeline en Puerto Rico se ha acogido a un plan que

incluya data.a Las CTE vienen obligadas a reportar sus ingresos en la prestación de

servicios de voz de LiJèllne en Puerto Rico, y remitir el correspondiente cargo regulatorio

de0.25Yo, aun cuando tales servicios hayan sido sufragados con dinero proveniente del

FSUF.5

El Artículo II-7 de la Ley 213-1996, en su inciso (bXBXA), confl€re faoultad a la

Junta para citar vistas públicas si ello propende en asegurar el cumplimiento de la Ley 213-

1996 y los reglamentos que se promulguen a t€nor con ésta. Es nuestro interés primordial
el que la compañia cumpla con l:s reglamentos y órdenes de la Junta, por lo cual le citamos

a una vista pública para que exprese las razones por las ap¿¡rentes incongruencias entre los

ingresos recibidos del FSUF y los ingresos feportados como sujetos a cargo reglamentafio,
y mueshe causa sobre por qué no debamos imponerle una sanción administrativa ante tal

incongruencia, previo a considerar dejar sin efecto su desigrración como CTE. Además,

dejamos €n suspenso el término de sesenta (60) días que dispone la Regla 9.7(c) del

Reglamento 7795 para atender la Moción de Renuncia, hasta tanto se vea la Vista aquí

citada.

2 Veáse,Fregltmento 7486, Regla 4.b.

t Veáse, Id, Regla 4.e.

4 Veáse, Buclget Prepay Inc.'s Confi(tential Motion for the 2016 Designation Review ¿ts a Lifeline-Only

Eligibte Tetecommunicetions Carrier in Puerlo Rico, presentado por Budget el 3 1 de marzo de 20 I 6 en el

caso JRT-ETC-OOI 5, págs. 10-l l.
5 Distinto es el caso cuando las CTE tienen que calcular su apofación al FSUPR, pues no tienen que incluir
los ingresos recibidos por servicios Llfeline para el cáloulo (a base de 1.39%) de la aportación al FSUPR.

vecise, Fourth .Adminßtrative order de 6 de mayo de 2002 en el caso JRT-200 l-su-0003, pâgs. 4-5.

#
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Finalmenten se âdvierte que de concederse la petición de abandono como cTE, ello

no liberará de forma alguna cualquier responsabilidad de Budget en cuanto cualquier

hallazgo qu€ suda luego de completarse la Auditoría'

En consideración de 1o antes mencionado, esta Junta RESUELVE y ORDENA:

€,trr¡

Se CITA a BUDGET a una Vßtø Públíca, ø celebrarse

el nartes 18 de iulìo de 2017 ø las 9:00 øm en el Søhón

de Audiencias de lø Junta, 500 Ave. Roberto H. Todd'

(PtIø. 18-Santurce), Søn faan, para que n uestre causa

por la cuøl tto debamos imponerle sønc¡ones
'administrøtívøs, por posìbles íncongnuencías en la
presentacÍón de informacíón financiera y en posìble

contrøvencìón ct n el Attículo II'11 de la Ley 213-1996' 1þþ

1g9s Se ORDENA' son eter lø síguìente ìnþrnrución y
documentos, dentro de un térmìno de 10 dlas

cølendøríos, previo a la celebrøciön de lø Vísta:

Declarac.íones de htgresos ønuøles y
trimestrøles revßødøs. detøllando cuølquìer
descuento aplícable por pagos realìzados a løs

acørread.oras d.e lss cuøles revenden el sett:ício

ínølámbrìco ("underlying carriets"), con los

p øg os c orrc sPo ndìe nte s'

Estados Finøncìeros Aaditødos, de ser estos

requerídos por el Reglømento 7846.

Desglose de pagos recíbìdos del FSUF.

¡ Cantidsd de Clìentes de Lìfelíne suscrítos ø

plønes "Lìfelíne Bundle Pøckage Add-Orts" que

ìnclayen semìcìos de Datø

. Cantìdad de clìentes de Lífelìne que se han

movido u otras CTE, luego del envío de la
notiJicøcìtín del 5 de mayo de 2017'

Se detíene el térnúno de sesenta (60) días pøra atender

la Mocìón de Renuncía que prcvee la Regla 9'7(c),

lrcsta tørrto se vea la Wsta øquí citøda'

Se advìerte que Builget serú responsable ønte la Junta

por cuølquier señalømiento ødverso que surjø durante

7ø Autliøríø, y por cuølquier orden que tenga a bien

enìtìr h funtu a røí2, de tøles señalamìentos, øun luego

ile hqberse conserrt¡do a su solìcítud de renuncía conn
CTE.

Se advierte a la peticionaria que deberá comparecer a la vista representada por

abogado. La Junta no autorizara la suspensión de la vista señalada, salvo que mediejusta

"u"ru 
p*u ello. La peticionaria podrá solicitar transferenoia de vista siempre que lo haga

po. .rårito, exponiendo las causãs que justifican la ¡nisma. Tal solicitud scrá presentada

"1 -.no. cinco (5) días con anterioridad a la fech¡ señalada para la vista' La mera

solicitud de suspensión no dejara sin efecto el señalamiento de la vista. Se advierte que la

Junta podrá imponer sancionés por ausentarse injustificadamente al señalamiento de vista.

La vista será pública, a lnenos que la peticionaria someta una solicitud por escrito

que evidencie, que dè no ser privada, les puede causar daño i*eparable'

a

a
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Está termina¡ternente prohibido portar cualquier clase de ailnas, y cualquier equipo

electrónico deberá estar apagado o en el modo silencioso, durante la celebración de la vista.

NoTIFiQUESE la presente RESoLUCIÓN Y oRDEN a Budget PrePay, Inc., por

conducto de sus representantes legales, Jeanne Habib, Meléndez Torres Law, PSC, MCS

Plaza, Suite 1200, 255 Ave. Ponce de León, San Juan, Puerto Rico A09fi; y Todd B.

Lantor, Lukas, Nace, Gutiérrez & sachs, LLP, 8300 Greensboro Drive, suite 1200, Tysons,

Yirgnta221,02.

Asl lo acordó la Junta etZ? ¡e ün ta de2ot7

a2r¡'l
Sandra Torres lópez

Presidenta

199ß
F*È,

Gloria L Escudero Morales
Miembro Asociado

María M.

RodrlguezHiram Martínez López
Miembro Asociado Asociado

CERTIFICACIÓN

CERTIFICO que la presente es copia fiel y exacta de la Resolución y€rden
aprobada por la Junta, et Z? dø i;nt'O Ae ZOtl . CERTIFICO, ade¡nás, que hoy 11 de

i U n t-o de 2017 , he reditido copia de la presente Resolución y Orden a las partes

ffiic"das en 
"t 

Notifiquese y he procedido al archivo en autos de la misma.

Y PARA QUE ASi CONSTE, finno la presente en San Juan, Puerto Rico,hoy Z1
de ù de20l7

R. TORRES SKERRETT
Secretario de la Junta



STATE OF RHODE ISLAND AND PROVIDENCE PLANTATIONS
PUBI,IC UTILITIES COMMISSION

IN RE:PETITION OF BT]DGET PREPAY, [NC.

FOR DESIGNATION AS AN ELIGIBLE
TELECOMMUNICATIONS CARRIER IN THE

S-IATE OF RI.IODE ISLAND FOR THE
PURPOSE OF OFFERING LIFELINE SERVICE

TO QUALIFIED HOUSEHOLDS

ORDER

DOCKET NO. 4294

On January 5, 2012, the Public Utilities Commission (PUC) issued an order

designating Budget PrePay, Inc, (Budget) as an Eligible 'felecommunications Camier

(ETC) throughout its service area in the State of Rhocle Island pursuant to 47 U.S.C'

section 214(e)t in order to provide discounted service to low income customers and

receive certain subsidies from the Federal Universal Service Fund'2

On April Zt, 2017, Budget filed with the PUC a Request to Relinquish ETC

Designatiol, stating that there were a number of altemate ETCs offering lifeline service

in Rhode Island. Therefirre, Budget maintained that it not only meets the federal

tequircrnents for relinqnishment, but also that customers will not be hatmed by the

granting of its request. Budget requested an effective date of June 5, 2017 and sent notice

to its cuuent customers together with a toll fi'ee telephone number to its custorner service

department to assist customers with the transition'3

On May 1, ZAl7, the Division of Public Utilities and Cailiers frled a

memorandurr recorlmending that Budget be allowecl to relincluish its designation as an

i 4? U.S.C. 214(e) imposecl statutory responsibilþ upon the Commission to certifr telecommunications

oruir. fr"uia", *,,"iigiul." to recåive iunds fium the Fecleral Universal Service Fund'

2 orderÑo. 2a607 ean. 5,?017);lutp/wyry-tr!,tç-s-!glgverlsaqliçlddçç!c/{194:ënclgcjj'-Lsp¡v:
()d?û607f þ:iä¿df.

(Apr. 28, 2017); bLÞllw:rt'''UPuq.sê1-qÏenis4cligr-s13!-o-e!eyal9j:l'ìUdeet|tç-gqy:
rìel i nqrisL{:L¿Z:Ì-?}¡d-1.

a

I

l

t'



ETC in Rhode Island.a On May 4, 2017 at an Open Meeting, the PUC approved

Budget,s request. The PUC finds that there exists an aclequate number of othcr carriers

offering lifeline service in Rhode Island to provide sufficient access to reduced price

telecommunications service to qualifying customers in Rhode Island'

AccordinglY, it is herebY

(2279s) ORDER-ED:

Buclget PrePay, Inc.'s Request to Relinquish ETC Designation is hereby granted'

EFFECTIVE AT WARWICK, RHODE ISLAND ON JLN{E 5, 2OI7

PURSUANT TO AN OPEN MEET1NG DECISION. WRITTEN ORDER ISSUED ON

MAY 1A,2017.

PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION

E. Cunan, Chairman

1 'lr-,¿--+ € .*l) r.fL,,"Ø-¿i

(

Helbert F. DeSimone,

Malion Go1d,

lSSlOnet

Notice of Right of Appeal: Pursuant to R.I. Gen. Laws $ 39-5-1, any pel.Son aggrieved

fv u à**irion"o1 ord.iåf the PUC may, within 7 clays from the date ofthe Order, petition

túe Supreme Court for a Writ of Certiorari to leview the legality and reasonableness of

the decision or Order'

2

a Division Mern. (MaY 1,2017)'



Action ltgm 1

PuBLIcsERvIcEcoMMIsSIoNoFSoUTHCARoLINA
COMMISSION DIRECTIVE

ADMINTSTRATIVE MATTER

MOTOR CARRIER MATTER

UTILITIES MATTER

03,20L7

THIS ÞIRECTIVE SHALL sER\fE As THE coMMIssIoN,s oRI}ER oN THIS Issur.

SU-FJECTT

- Staff

Presents for Commission Co ns¡deration Budget PrePaY, tnc. dlbla Budget Phone d,/b/a Budget Mobile's
on,

Petition to Relinquish Lifeline-Only Eligible Telecommuni cations Carrier Designati

PRESIDING: Whitfield SESSION: Regular TIME: 2:00 P'm

COMMISSION ACTION:
Grant the petition to Relinquish Lifeline-only Eligible Telecommunicat¡ons carrier (ETC) Designation filed

on behatf of Budget pr"Ëäü, rn. . dlbla Budiet iho¡9-d/b/a Budget Mobile' Pursuant to the

Telecommunications Aãi ói'rggo and tne rãÍèvant FCC ruie, audget PrePay seeks-to relinquish its non-

rurar wireress Liferine-only ETC designation ¡n ã."ur served' by rñore than one ETC. Budget PrePay will

send written notíce OV1äit."=r.g"-to its customers no laterthan May, 5,20L7' that Budget Prepay

will cease providing ií'," r"*i."t cúrrently received effective June 5, 2017'

¡
I
M

DATE

DOCKET NO

ORDER NO.

2011-294-C

2lDL7-274

ELAM

FLEMING

HALL

HAMILTON

HOWARD

RANDALL

WHITFIELD

(sEAL)

MOTION YES NO

nMu
trMu
trn!
NEtr
gMu
ngtr
trMn

OTHER

Absent Commission Business

RECORDED BY: J. Schmiedino



BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTIL¡TIES COMMISSION

OF THE STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA

IN THE MATTER OF TI"IE PETITION OF BUDGET

ñËËÃV; tNc. DBA BUDGET MoBILE ro
hÊr-inoúlsn rs DEslcNArlo-N As AN

Ëúeiele TELEcoMMuNlcAloNs cARRIER

)
)
)
)
)

)
)

ORDER GRANTING
RELINQUISHMENT OF

ELIGIBLE
TELEC OIIJIM U N I CAT IONS

CARRIER DESIGNATION

TC17-015

BY ORDER OF THE COMMISSION

E

issioner

onApril21,2a17,theSqyþDakotaPublicUtilitiesCommission(Commission)receiveda
petition for Rerinquishment of Erigibre r"nóðmmüniãations carrier (ETc) Dàsignation (Petition) from

Budget prepay, rnc. Oü" sLãgJ üîobir" teuãlétl. eyOqgl requ.ested ä 'luñe 5' 2017 ' 
effective dale for

the relinquishment. on Aprir 28,2017,eu¿Jå";nÅenõãìir 
påt¡t¡on to request a June 9' 2017 , effective

date.

onApril2TandMay4,?917,tI'?.Commissionelectronicallytransmittednoticeofthefilingand
an amendeo intervenäon-ä"äor¡n" of ú;"ö; ãöi7, 

-to 
¡nrereité¿ individuals and entities on the

commission,s puc w;kiyiìri.gs etectror;å riüt"*. ño parties or entities sought interuention'

TheCommissionhasjurisdictionoverthismatterpursuantto4TU.S.c.$214(e)(4),47c.F.R$
s+.205(aj-15), sDcL ¿g-st-zti, and ARSD 20:1Aß2:48

At its regularly scheduled meeting of M.aY q, 2017,_!!e Commission considered this matter.

pursuant ro AR$D iolîlãäääl inã-öoin*¡ssion 'may permit a telecommunications company to

rerinquish its erìgibË- 
't"rããôri"rn¡cat¡oÅs "iãiiar 

áér¡gnation if at reast one other eligible

telecommunications carrier serves tne area'tor wÑcn the 
-relinquisftTgnt 

.is. 
sought" ln addition' the

carrier requesting rerinquishment. "slra.il ärrì¡rùã t" meet its erigibre, telecommunications carrier

obtigations for the 
"nîiäåìãá 

tor which ¡t r""rä'io *linquisn thoie onÏigations until the date specified in

tne Ëãmmiss¡on's ordãr approving the relinquishrnent'"

TheGommissionhaspreviouslydesignatedalleastoneotherETCthatserveseachofthe
areas for which the reringuishment ¡* reqösiå¿. inà cormission finds that at of the areas gubject to

this rerinquishment are serued_and wi' cor¡t-'lñùãio ue served by an ETC. The commission finds that the

requirements of nnsóão :lo,gàrqg t 
"u"'oä"ñ 

meì ano finds-relinquishment is.wananted pursuant to

the petition, The Commission unanimousty uáteO to aqpjg5 e'dg"t I request to relinquish its ETC

designation for all areas within its curreniiy;;9'01åt1q'erc tiàãleffectiv'e June 9' 2017' Exhibit A

attached to this oroei ii the rist of the areas inat nüuget is rerinquishing. rt is therefore

oRDERED, that Budgets request to relinquish its ETC designation is granted, effective June 9,

2017.

Dated at Pierre, South Dakota' *'t LlfL day of May' 2017'

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

5-// -

(oFFlClAL SEAL)

herebY certifies
served todaY uPon

that thisThe undorsigned
all padies

document has been
thc docketas listed onof record in this docket'

eloctronically or bYeervicê

c NELSON, Commissioner
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DESIGNATED AREAS



EXHIBIT A

DESIGNATED AREAS

LEC WIRE CENTER

QWEST CORPORATION ABRDSDCO

QWEST CORPORATI ON ARTNSDCO

Q\4TES T CORPORATI ON BLFRSDCO

QWEST CORPORATION BLHKSDCE

QWEST CORPORATION CAVRSDCO

Q'ürES T CORPORATION CHBLSDCO

QÏVEST CORPORATI ON CLMNSDCO

QWEST CORPORATION CNTNSDCO

QWEST CORPORATION DDWDSDCO

QUEST CORPORATION DESMSDCO

QU¡EST CORPORATI ON ELPNSDCO

QlvEST CORPORATI ON FLNDSDCO

QWEST CORPORATI ON FTPRSDCE

QWEST CORPORATION HLCYSDCO

QWEST CORPORATION HRBGSDCO

QWES T CORPO R,{TION HURNSDCO

QWEST CORPORATION IRQSSDCO

QlvESr CORPORATI ON SDCO

QWEST CORPORATTON LKPRSDCO

QWEST CORPORATION MCINSDCO

QSrEST CORPORATI ON MDSNSDCE

QV¡EST CORPORATION MLBNSDCO

QWEST CORPORATI ON MLLRSDCO

QWEST TION MRT\MSDCO

QWEST CORPORATION MTCHSDCO

QSrEST ORVLMNOR

QVTES T CORPORATION PIRRSDCO

1



EXHIBIT A

DESIGNATED AREAS

LEC 1VIRE CENTER

QWEST CORPORATION RDFDSDCO

QWEST CORP ORATION RPCYSDCO

Qrt)VEST CORPORATION RPVYSDCO

QS¡EST CORPORATI ON SPRFSDCO

QWEST CORPORATI ON STRGSDCO

alVEST CORPORATION SXCYIADT

QWEST CORPORATION SXFLSDCO

QWEST CORPORATION SXFLSDSE

Q\ryEST CORPORATION SXFLSDSW

QWEST CORPORATION TEASDCO

QlvEsT CORPORATION TMLKSDCO

QWESr coRPORATION VLNTNENW

QWEST CORPORATION VOLGSDCO

Q\4/EST CORPORATION VRMLSDCO

QV¡EST CORPORATION WHWDSDCO

QIVEST CORPORATION WRWKSDCO

QWEST CORPORATI ON

QWEST CORPORATION YhITNSDCO

2



- BEFORE THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION OF UTAH'

In the Matter of the Application of Budget

PrePay, Inc., dlblaBudget Mobile for
Approval to Relinquish its Designation as an

Eligible Telecommunications Carrier

DOCKETNO. 17-2554-01

ORDER GRANTING
RELINQUISHMENT OF ELIGIBLE

TELECOMMLINICATIONS CARRIER
STATUS

ISSUED: June 5.2017

on April 27,2017,Budget PrePay, lnc., dlblaBudget Mobile (Budget) filed an

application with the Public service commission of utah (PSC) for approval to relinquish its

designation as an eligible telecommunications carrier'

on April 28,2017,the PSC issued a notice establishing May 30, 20|7 as the deadline for

any interested person to submit comments on the application'

On May g,Z0l7,the Division of Public of Utilities (Division) filed comments,

recommending that the commission approve Budget's application. In recommending approval,

the Division noted that Budget has complied with all regulations for exiting the

telecommunications market and that numerous ETC-designated providers are available to

customers within Budget's service areas'

No other comments were fîled in this docket'

ORDER

Given the foregoing, Budget Prepay, Inc.'s petition to relinquish its eligible

telecommunications carrier status is granted'



DOCKETNO. 17-2554-01

-2-

DATED at Salt Lake City, Utah, June 5,2017 '

/s/ Jennie T. Jonsson

Administrative Law Judge

Approved and confirmed June 5,2017 as the order of the Public service commission of

Utah.

/s/ Thad LeVar. Chair

/s/ David R. Clark" Commissioner

/s/ Jordan A. White" Commissioner

Attest:

/s/ Gary L. Widerbure
Commission SecretarY
DW#294413

pursuant to utah code Ann. $$ 63G-4-301 and 54-7-15, aparty may seek agency review

or rehearing of this order by frling a request for review or rehearing with the PSC within 30 days

after the issuance of the order. Responses to a request for agency review or rehearing must be

filed within 15 days of the filing of the request for review.or rehearing. If the psc fails to grant a

request for review or rehearinglitftin 20 days after the fi-ling of a request for review or

rehearing, it is deemed deniedlJudicial review of the PSC's final agency action may be obtained

tl niiùî petition for Review with the Utah Supreme Court within 30 days after final agency

action. Any petition for Review must compty witrr the requirements of utah code Ann. $$ 63G-

4-401,63G-4-403, and the Utah Rules of Appellate Procedure.
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I CERTIFY that on June 5, 2017, atrue and correct copy of the foregoing was served

upon the following as indicated below:

By Electronic-Mail:

ToddB.Lantor@
Lukas, LaFuria, Gutierrez & Sachs, LLP

Brett N. Anderson (Lretta@blackburn-stoll'com)

Vicki Baldwin (Jbaldwin@parsonsbehle'com)

Sharon Bertelsen f.bertelsens@ballardspahr'com)

Larry Bowman (larry.bowman@charter'com)

Brian W. Burnett (þburnett@kmclaw.com)

G0reeul atory@chartercom. com)

Eddie L. Cox G-çox@cut¡ø)

Carl Erhart (gatlerha{@ftr¡qlq)

William J. Evans (bevans@parsonsbehle'com)

James Fan (j ames.farr@centurylink.com)

Amy Gross (asross@tminc.com)

Alan Haslem (ahaslem@mleainc.cd

Ray Hendershot (rav.hendershot@.beehive'net)

William Huber (.william.huber@questar'com)

Bill Hunt (williamp.hunt@dish.com)

David R. Irvine (drirvine@aol.com)
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Kristin L. Jacobson (Kristin' I i acobson@sprint'com)

Brock Johansen (bj ohansen@emerytelcom'com)

Dawn Kubota (kubotad@ballardspahr.com)

Jasen Lee Cifcs@Ossnews¡slq)

Shirley Malouf (srmalou@stoel.com)

JenniferH. Martin @

Steve Mecham (sfmecham @gmail.com)

RogerMoffitt@

Gregory Monson (gbmonson@stoel.com)

Sharon Mull in GtmuUi4@gü'colq)

Thorvald Nelson (tnelson@hollandhart.com)

Janice Ono (Janice.ono@att'com)

Sheila Paee Gp¿g9@ulah,gey)

Mike Peterson (mpeterson@utahcooperatives'orq)

Pam Pittenger (pam.pittenger@ftr.com)

Jenny Prescott (jenny.prescott@allwest.com)

Bruce Rigby (bruce@ucmc-usa'com)

Gary Sackett (gsackett@joneswald

Kira Slawson (kiram@blackburn-stol@

Alan L. Smith (atanatae¿@aot.comt

Ted D. Smith (tsmithlaw@earthlink.net)
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Kendra Thomas 0<thomas@kfrservices.com)

Bruce H. Todd (þtodd@stratanetworks.coml

JakeWamer@

JamesH.Woody@
John Woody (iowoody@union-tel.com)

Union Telephone ComPanY

Patricia Schmid (pschmid@agutah. gov)

Justin Jetter ûjettçr@agulah€qv)
StevenSnarr@
RobertMoore@
Assistant Utah AttorneYs General

Erika Tedder (eleddel@ulqh,gqy)
Division of Public Utilities

Bv Hand-Deliverv:

Office of Consumer Services

160 East 300 South, 2nd Floor
salr Lake city, utah 84111

Administrative Assistant



BUDGET CONTINGENCY NOTICE

lf the Legislature does not approve a budget by July 1 , the urc will ¡mplement a full shutdown. For more information, v¡sit wwwutc'wa'gov/2017shutdown

' (http://www.utc.wa.gov/2ol7shutdown).

Home (/Pages/Default.aspx) > Documents and Proceedings (/docs/Pages/default'aspx) > search for filings

Search: .gqq*i

Filing UT-11157O

Documents

oal29l20Lr
07 127 12012
09l13l20r2
02/14/20L4
07 127 /20L2
02l14/20L4
051311201"7
0513t/2017

Schedule orders
Event TYPe

Open
Approved
Re-open
Approved
Open Meeting
Open Meeting
Open Meeting
Approved

Event Descr¡Pt¡on

Re-opened per email request of Tim Zawislak'

Allowed to be effective per the No Action Agenda'

Print Twifrer Fâcebook Mo¡e 12

(https://www.facebook.com/wautc)(httpsJ/twitter.com/wautc)(https://Wvw.youtube.com/user^NAUTC)

Seea Language V
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PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION
OF \ilEST VIRGINIA

CHARLESTON

Entered: June 14,2017

cAsENO. l7-0s75-C-X

BUDGET PREPAY, INC., DBA BUDGET MOBILE'
A public utility, Winter Park, Florida,

Request to relinquish Eligible Telecommunications

Canicr designation and request to cancel

Informational Tariff No' 2.

REçQ\,íMENÐED DEÇI SIoÌ-l

A request from Budget Prepay, Inc.o dba _Budget 
Mobile (Budget Mobile) to

relinquish its etigiute Telecommuniõations carrier (ETC) designation is granted'

BAÇKGROUND

on May g,2}ll,Budget Mobile petitioned to withdraw its ETc designation in

this State, effective July'S, zail. Budget Mobile also noted that it intends to completely

discontinue wireless service in this staie. It represented that West virginia will çontinue

to receive service from at least one incumbent carrier and a number of alternative

wireless Lifeline carriers. Budget Mobile represented that it served approximately

seventy Lifeline subscribers and intended to inform them of the service discontinuance by

a series of text messages ttuough their teiephone handsets' The text messages will

include a toll-free numbä for answering questions. After the planned termination date of

July 5, Z¡Ll,customers must subscri¡e io service from an alternative carrier' Budget

Mobile will not charge any termination fees'

On June lZ, 2017, Commission Staff recornmended that the Commission allow

Budget Mobiie to'relinquish its ËTC status. The Commission previously designated

Budlet Mobíte as an ET-C solely to provide Lifeline service in EudeeÍ,Prepay, Ir.Ig. dþp

g-udãet I\A.oUite, Case No. lI-1552-T-PC (Recommended Decision entered August 16'

Xljz,Final as Modified october 4,2012.) staff noted that granting the request will n9t

require other ETCs to construct new facilities, but recommended that Budget Mobile

,"port the number of customers that did not mígrate to another calrier by July 5,2017 '

Finally, Staff recommended that the Commission çancel the current informational tariff

Budget Mobile filed.

Public Serviee Commission
of West Virginia

Chârl€ston



On June |3, 2017, the Cornmission referred this matter to its Division of

Administrative Law Judges for a Recommended Decision on or before December 4'

2At7.

PISCUSSISN

After review of the Budget Mobile filing and the Staff recommendation, the

Commission will Permit Budget Mob ile to relinquish its ETC designation in West

Virginia, effective JulY 5, 201'1. There are a number of other wireline and wireless

telecommunications carriers that continue to serve West Virginia customers including

many wireless Lifeline carriers- (Se.e,

Virginia, Case No.
Therefore, Budget

$2la(eXa).)

16-04 33-T-GI (Entered August 11, 20 16, Final August 31, 2016.))

Mobile is entitled to relinquish its ETC designation' (47 U.S.C

There is no need to notify other ETCs or delay the relinquishment by Budget

Mobile to permit other carriers to build new facilities because a number of other ETCs

currently provide adequate wireless Lifeline service in this State' Budget Mobile'

however, will file a t"pott listing the number of wireless Lifetine custotners in West

Virginia that did not *igtut" to uñoth"r carrier before July 5, 2017 ' Finally, the existing

wireless informationat tãriffgudget Mobile has on file is withdrawn and cancelled on the

effective date of this Recommended Decision'

EINpIllçs.pF FACr

1. Budget Mobile seeks to relinquish its ETC status and cease offering wireless

Lifeline service in this State after July 5, 2017 ' (May 8, 2017 Filing')

2. Budget Mobile has a limited number of Lifeline cr¡stomers that it informed of

the pending request to terminate service' (l$')

3. More than one alternative telecommunications carrier provides adequate

Lifeline service throughout the area where Budget Mobile is designated as an Erc.

(Case No. 16-043:-r-õl (Entered August 11,2016, Final August 3l' 2016)')

4. Staff recommended that the Commission (i) grant the request from Budget

Mobilc to relinquish its ETC designation, (ii) direct Budget Mobile to report the number

of customers that did not migrate to other carriers and (iii) cancel the current wireless

informational tariff on file witl the Commission. (June 12,2017 StaflMemorandum')

Public Se¡vice Commíssion
of West Virginia

Charleston



coNçL_UsloNS oF I-Aly

L The Commission must permit an ETC to relinquish its designation in any area

served by more than one ETC. (47 U.S.C. $2la(e)(a), 47 C.F'R' $54.205')

Z. Notice to other carriers or the construction of new telecommunications

facilities are unnecessary in response to Budget Mobile relinquishing its ETC designatìon

because the State is seóed by ã number of altemative rvireless carriers offlering Lifeline

service.

3. It is reasonable to cancel any current wireless inforrnational tariff from Budget

Mobile because it is terminating service in this State'

4. Budget Mobile should file a report on the number of Lifeline customers that

fail to migrate to other carriers.

ORDFR

IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED rhat Budget Mobile may relinquish its ETC

designation in'West Virginia as of July 5, 2017, an{ a1V wireless information¿l tariff

issuðd in connection with its ETC designation is cancelled.

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that Budget Mobile file a report after July 5,2017,

listing the number of Lifeline customers in \Mcst Virginia that failed to migrate to an

alternative carrier.

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that this matter is removed ûom the commissíon

docket of active cases on the effective date of this Recommended Decision.

The Executive Secretary is ordered to serve this Order upon the Commission and

its staff by hand delivery, úpon all parties of record who have filed an e-seryice

agreement ïitn tn" commission by eiectronic service and upon all other parties by

Unit"¿ States Certified Mail, return receipt requested'

Leave is granted to the parties to file written exceptions supported by a brief with

the Executive Secretary of the Commission within fifreen days of the date of this order'

If exceptions are frteà, the parties filing exceptions shall certiÛ that all parties of record

have been served the excePtions.

If no exceptions are filed, this Order shall become the Order of the Commission,

without further action or order, five days following the expiration of the frftcen day time

period, unless it is ordered stayed by the Commission'

Public Service Commission
of West Virginia

Chârleston



Any party rnay request waiver of the right to file exceptions by filing an

appropriaæ ietition in writing with the Executive Secretary. No such waiver, however,

*iU U" effeitive until approved by order of the Commission.

Matthew;4"*
Deputy Chief Administrative Law Judge

MJM:s:lc
l70575a.docx

Public Service Commission
of West Virginía

Châfleston



SERVICE DATE

Jun 02,20'17

PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION OF IVISCONSIN

PSC REF# z3O4t61-
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Request by Budget PrePay, Inc.to Relinquish Eligible Telecommunications

Caåier Désignatìon and Alternative Telecommunications Carrier Status

ORDER TERMINATING CERTIFICATION
AS A COMPETITIVE LOCAL EXCHANGE CARRIER AND TERMINATING

ELIGIBLE TELECOMMUNICATIONS CARRIER DESIGNATION

Budget Prepay, Inc. (Budget), was certified as a competitive local exchange

carrier (CLEC) by order dated octob er 18,2002, in docket 826-TI-100. Budget was certified as

an alternative telecommunications utility - other (ATU - Other) as defined in Wis' Stat'

$ 196.01(1dxf). Budget registered as a commercial mobile radio service (CMRS) provider on

October 5,z0ll. Budget was designated as an Eligible Telecommunications Carrier (ETC) by

order dared April 3, 2012 in docker g26-TI- 1 01 . (psc REF#: 1 628 14.) on April 25, 2017 ,

Budget notified the Commission that it was exiting the Wisconsin telecommunications

marketplace and would surrender its ATU and CMRS certifications, in addition to its ETC

designation. (pSC REF#: 301645.) The voluntary surrender of certification and designation is

hereby granted.

Budget stated that it is in the process of notifying all current Wisconsin customers' and

provided a coPY ofthat notice.

The commission has jurisdiction pursuant to wis. Stat. $$ 196.02(l),196.395,

and.196.203 to terminate the certification of Budget as a CLEC in the ATU-other category.

pursuant to Wis. Stat. g 15.02(4),the Commission has delegated this authority to the

Administrator of the Division of Water, Telecommunications and Consumer Affairs.



Docket 826-TA-100

The commission does not formally certify CMRS providers, but GMRS providers are

required to register with the Commission. GMRS providers may terminate that registration by

filing notif,rcation with the Commission and affected customers. such notifications do not

require formal Commission approval. Budget's CMRS designation will be made inactive'

ETC status means that a provider is eligible for state and federal universal service

support. ETC status was created by the 1996 Telecommunications Act, and responsibility

for ETC and related programs are shared between state and federal jurisdictions. States are

responsible for designating providers as ETCs, pursuant to state and federal rules and statutes'

ETCs may file to relinquish their ETC designation at will. under wis. Admin. code

$ PSC 160.13(8), if at least one other ETC is serving in the area to be relinquished, that

relinquishment happens without need for commission action. Budget's relinquishment of

its ETC status will become effective simultaneously with the termination of its ATU designation

due to voluntary surrender.

The voluntary surrender of certification does not terminate obligations to comply with

any outstanding Commission order, requests for information and required annual reports,

payment of outstanding bills for Commission assessments, or any other requirement accruing

because of certificated operations in \Misconsin prior to the effective date of the surrender of

certification.

)



Docket 826-TA-100

The certification of Budget Prepay, Inc. as an ATU - Other is hereby terminated. This

Final Decision shall be effective as of May 10,2017, as requested by Budget. Budget's

designation as an ETC and registration as a CMRS provider will also end as of that date.

Dated at Madison, Wisconsin, June 1,2017 '

For the Commission:

Steven A. Knudson
Administrator
Division of water, Telecommunications and consumer Affairs

SK:KN:PRJ:pc DL:01 537054

See attached Notice of Rights

.J
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PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION OF WISCONSIN
610 North WhitneY WaY

P.O' Box 7854

Madison, Wisconsin 537 07 -7 854

NOTICE OF RIGHTS FOR REIIEARING OR JUDICIAL REVIEW, THE

TIMES ALLOWED FOR EACH, AND THE IDENTIFICATION OF THE

PARTY TO BE NAMED AS RESPONDENT

The following notice is served on you as part of the Commission's written decision. This general

notice is foithe purpose of ensuring compliance with Wis. Stat. $ 227.48(2), and does not

constitute a conclusion or admission that any particular party or person is necessarily aggrieved or

that any particular decision or order is final or judicially reviewable.

PETITION FOR REHEANNG

If this decision is an order following a contested case proceeding as defined in Wis. Stat'

ç 227.01(3), a person aggrieved by the decision has a right to petition the Commission for

iehearing within 20 daysã?the date of service of this decision, as provided in wis. Stat. $ 227 .49.

The date of service is shown on the first page. If there is no date on the first page, the date of

service is shown immediately above the signature line. The petition for rehearing must be filed

with the public Service Commission of Wisconsin and served on the parties' An appeal of this

decision may also be taken directly to circuit court through the filing of a petition for judicial

review. It is not necessary to first petition for rehearing'

PETITION FOR JUDICIAL REVIEW

A person aggrieved by this decision has a right to petition for judicial review as provided in Wis'

Stât. g 227.*. In a cåntested case, the petition must be filed in circuit court and served upon the

public Service commission of Wisconsìn within 30 days of the date of service of this decision if
there has been no petition for rehearing. If a timely petition for rehearing has been filed' the

petition for judiciaireview must be filed within 30 days of the date of service of the order finally

ãisposing oitt 
" 

petition for rehearing, or within 30 days after the final disposition of the petition

foireheaiing by operation of law pursuant to Wis. Stat. $ 227 .49(5), whichever is sooner' If an

untimelyp"iition for rehearing is fiied, the 3O-day period to petition for judicial review commences

the date the commission ,ã*", its original decision.l The Public Service commission of

wisconsin must be named as respondent in the petition for judicial review.

If this decision is an order denying rehearing, a person aggrieved who wishes to appeal must seek

judicial review rather than rehãaring. A second petition for rehearing is not permitted.

Revised: March 27,2013

I See Currier v. I|/isconsin Dep't of Revenue,2006 WI App 12,288 'Wis' 2d 693,709 N'W'2d 520

4



THE STATE OF WYOMING

GOVERNOR
Matthew H. Moad

rPu6 fic S entice Contmission
Hansen Bullding ' 25I5 Warrcn Avcnue ' Suitc 300 ' Chcycnne' Wyoming 82002

pr,, t¡orl lll-llä. Frx (307) 711-5700.TÎY (307) 717-5723. www.psc.stâte,wy.u8

COMMISSIONDRS
William F, Russell, Chairman

Kara llrighton Fornstrom, Deputy Chair

Robin Sessions Cooley, Commissio¡1er

June 2û. 201 7 SECRETARY AND CHIEF COUNSEL
ChristoPher Petrie

COMMISSTON ADMINISTRATOR
Darrell Zlomke

Walter Egger, III, Esq.

Holland & Hart LLP
2515 Warren Avenue, Suite 450

Cheyenne, WY 82001

RC: IN THE MATTER OF THE APPLîCATTON OF BLIDCET PREPAY' INC' FOR

RELINQUISHMENT OF T,IFELTNE ONLY EI,iGIBLE TEI.,ECOMMUNICATIONS

CARRIER DESIGNATION . DOCKET NO. 62056.7.R4.I7 (RECORD NO. 14704)

Dear Counsel:

Enclosed is a copy of the Conrmissionns Order in the above-entitled tnatter.

Should you have any questions regarding this matter, please contact the undersigned at

(307) 777-7427,

Siucerely,

ú-xfu
LORI L, BRAND
Assistant Secretary

LLB/mtb
cc: Emanuel T. Cocian, III, Holland & Hart, LLP

6380 S. Fiddl8rs Green circle, suite 500, Greenwood, co 80111

Budget PrePay,Inc., Attn: RobÍn Enkey, Compliance Manager

1325 Barksdale Blvd., Bossier City, LA 71111



BEFORE THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION OF WYOMING

IN THE MATTER OF THE APPLTCATION OF )

BUDGET PREPAT INC. FOR )
RELINQUISHMENT OF LIFELINE ONLY )
ELIGIBLE TELECOMMTINICATIONS )
CARRIER DESIGNATION )

Docket No. 62056-7-RA-17
(RecordNo. 14704)

ORDER
(Issued June 19, 2017)

This matter is before the Wyoming Public Service Commission (Commission) upon the

Application of Budget prepay, Inc. for Relinquishment of Eligíble Telecommunications Carrier

I5esignatíon iApflãaüon). The Commission, having reviewed lhe Applicalion, its files regarding

Budf,et prepay,'Inc. (Budget), applicable \üyoming and federal telecommunications law and

otheiwise being fully advised in the premises, FINDS and CONCLUDES:

t. Budget is a wireless telecommunications company as defined by W'S. $ 37'15-

103(a)(xi), subject to the jurisdiction of the Commission pursuant to W'S' $ 37-15-401'

Z. Budget was designated as a limited Lifeline-only Eligible Telecommunications

Carrier (ETC) in fyoming putrúunt to Commissian Order dated January 15, 2013, in Docket No.

62056-l-RA-12 (Record No' 13422).

3. On April 27,2017,Budget filed its Appltcation requesting approval to relinquish its

ETC designation in Wyoming pursuant to the Federal Telecommunications Act of 1996 (47 U.S,C. $

2la(e)( )), effective JulY 5, 2417.

4. Budget stated inthe Apptícatíon ithas less than forty wireless subscribers in 'Wyoming

and is not cunently enrolling uny n.* Lifeline subscibers in Wyoming. Budget stated that Lifeline

subscribers in the ur"u, ,.ruld by it would continue to be served by several other incumbent local

exchange company (ILEC) ET'Cs. Additionally, according to Budget, the Universal Service

Administrative Compàny pSAC) records show prospective subscribers will have access to other

competitive wireless Lif"lin" providers. Boomerang Wireless, Tempo Telecom, and Union

Tele hone Co. each provicle wireiess Lifeline service in parts of Budget's designated service area.

Becáuse Budget has no facilities in Wyoming and at least one ILËC ETC already serves each of the

wire centers that Budget serves, those ETCs will not be required to purchase or construct additional

facilities to ensure that Lifeline customers continue receiving serice'l

5. 47 U.S.C. $ 2la(eXa) Provides:

A State commission . . . shall permit an eligible telecommunicatio¡rs camier to relinquish its

designation as such a carrier in any area served by more than one eligible telecommunications

ca*ier. An eligible telecommunications carrier that seeks to relinquish its eligible

telesommunicatio-ns canier designation for an area served by more than one eligible

I Budget's counsel informed Staff via email that Budget had actually.mailed notice of its application to its remaining

custoñers and that as of the date of the open meeting it had ten rernaining customers'

-l- Docket No. 62056-7-RA' l7



telecommunications canier shall give advance notice to the State commission . . . of such

relinquishment. prior to permitting a telecommunications camier designated as an eligible

telecómmunications caniór to cease providing universal service in an area served by more

than one eligible telecommunications carrier, the State commission . . . shall require the

remaining 
"tlgiUt" 

telecommunications canier or carriers to ensure that all customers served

by tfre reiinqriishing carrier will continue to be served, and shall require sufficient notice to

pärmit the purcha-se or construction of adequate facilities by any remaining eligible

ielecommunications carrier. The State commission . . . shall establish a time, not to exceed

onr yrut after the State commission approve! such relinquishment under this paragraph,

within which such purchase or construction shall be completed.

6. Budget's Applícatíoncame before the Com¡nission pursuant to due notice at the June

g,20l7,open meefng. Commission Advisory Staff recommended approval of the Application.

7. Based uponthe Application and the analysis and recommendations of the Comrnission

Advisory Staff, the Commission fin¿s and concludes Budget's relinquishment of its limited Lifeline-

only ETC designation, should be approved.

IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED:

l. pursuant to open meeting action taken on June 8, 2017, the Application of Budget

prepay, Inc, for Relinquishment of Elí[ible Telecommunications Carrier Designation is approved

effective July 5, 2017.

2. Budget prepayo Inc.'s Informational Tariffs related to ïts ETC status are withdrawn

and canceled.

3. This CIrder is effective immediately'

-2- Docket No. 62056-7-RA- I 7



MADE and ENTERED at Cheyennen Wyoming, on June 19, 2017.

PUBLIC CE SSION OF WYOMING

F.R Chaírman

\t ^ È, frtrt*rrì't^t
ERIGHTON FORNSTROM, DePutY Chair

S LEY

,(, le
LORI L. BRAND, Assistant SecretarY

OFFIÜIAL

-3- Docket No. 62056-7-RA-l 7



EXHIBIT B

MAY IL,ilOI7 LETTER MAILED TO BUDGBT CUSTOMERS

REGARDING BUDGETOS UPCOMING
DISCONTINUANCE OF SERVICB IN MASSACHUSETTS



() ßuüget

l|/ray 18,2017

lrrr ¡1, ¡r 
h lrh ¡,¡tl tlllil tl,t,l llllt,lll l,t'l llllllll, l ll,¡¡l l, l

**IMPORTANT NOTICE REGARDING YOUR LIFELTNE SERVICE**

Dear Budget Mobile Customer:

please be advised that Budget Mobile is seeking to relinquish its authority to provide Lifeline services in

Massachusetts. If granted ã'y the MassachusettJ Department of Telecommunications and cable ("DTC"),

Budget Mobile wili no longer provide Lifeline service in Massachusetts

YOUR ACTION IS REQUIRED! If you are an existing customer with Budget Mobile, you will be

required to seek Lifeline ùrvice from ãnother authorized carrier in Massachusetts as quickly as possible,

bui no later than Jutyl7, 2017 . lf you do not transfer your existing Lifeline wireless service from

Budget to another fiféline provider, you risk a loss of Lifeline service as of July 17 12017 '

In an effort to helP with this transition of service, you may access the DTC website at
IVlS1

nfo/l 1 ife lcl-know

regarding Lifeline in Massachusetts. In addition, you may access the Universal

Company's webPage at

icati
for links and information

Service Administrative
see a list of

Lifeline providers in Massachusetts or call USAC at l-8 88-641-8'/22 and press I for additional

assistance. These resources will help you determine which Lifeline provider is best for you.

Budget Mobile would like to take this opporlunity to express our gratitude for the many years of being

able"to provide wireless phone seruicr*.- if you have any questions or concerns regarding the change to

your wireless account, yàu "* call Budget Mobile at l-888-777-4007 and speak to a Customer Service

ft.epresentative. We will be happy to answer any questions you may have'

Sincerely,

ßuúgot{J



EXHIBIT C

SAMPLE B.MAIL CORRESPONDENCE BBTWBEN BUDGET
AND USAC FOLLOWING STATB COMMISSION DECISIONS

GRANTING BTC RELINQUISHMENT TO BUDGET



From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:

Subject:
Attachments:

Compliance Department < ComplianceDepartment@ budgetprepay'com >

Monday, June 05, 20L7 11:58 AM

Compliance Department; hcorders@usac'org

Lakisha TaYlor

Budget PrePay, lnc. d/b/a Budget Mobile

4LO52ETC 635L Order 5-3L- t1 zoyosz11405-L.pdf ; L7-BGPT-46L-ETC Order Granting

Relinquishment of ETC Status'Pdf

prease accepted this as notice that Budget prepay, rnc. dlblaBudget Mobire has received approval of relinquishment of

its Erigibre Terecommunications carrier (ETC) designation from rnJ¡ana, Kansas, and washington' I have attached the

orders from these states for your records, however washington will not issue a formal order' Budget will not seek

Lifeline support for these states on the June FCC torm 4g7 fired in Jury, as ail wiil be de-enroiled on June 5, 2O17, and

will not appear on Budget's snapshot report for June'

PleasecanceltheSACcodesfor32g016-lN'41-9029-KS'and529016-WA'

lf you need additional information please let me know'

Thank you,

Robin Enkey
Budget PrePaY, Inc.
1325 Barksdale Blvd'
Bossier CitY, LA Tllll
318-671-5784 office
318-671-5024 fax
888-777-4007 toll free

robine@bud getprePay. com

This tronsmission may conto¡n informotion that is privileged, confídential ond/or exempt from disclosure under opplicoble low' lf you

ore not the ¡ntended recipient, you are hereby noti¡ira thot ony disclosure, cotpying, distribution, or use of the information contained

herein (incruding any reliønce inereon¡ is STUßTLí pR}HTBITED. tf you receivied this tronsmission in error, pleose immed¡otely contoct

thesenderanddestroythematerialinitsentirety,whetherinelectronicorhordcopyformat.Thonkyou.

1



From:
Sent:
lo:
Cc:

Subject:
Attachments:

Compliance Department < ComplianceDepartment@ budgetprepay.com >

Friday, May L9, 2OL7 lL:47 AM

hcorders@usac.org
Lakisha Taylor

Budget PrePay, lnc. dlb/a Budget Mobile

ordãr 3427¡--050817.pdf; Budget - Idaho - Order granting ETC relinquishment - May L2

20L7.pdf; 2017O01.66-042520L7.pd'l; 4294-BudgetPrePay-O rd22795.pdf; SCPSC Order

Approving ETC Relinquishment.pdf;TC17-015.pdf; Budget PrePay - Wisconsin - ETC

Relinquishment - Final File Copy - O4-25-L7 'pdf

please accepted this as notice that Budget prepay, lnc. dlb/a Budget Mobile has received approval of ¡t Eligible

Telecommunications Carrier (ETC) designation from Georgia, ldaho, Kentucky, Rhode lsland, South Carolina, South

Dakota and Wisconsin. I have attached the Orders from these states for your records. ln the states of Kentucky and

Wisconsin the approval to relinquish designation will end in May. Budget will not seek Lifeline support for these states

as all will be de-enrolled in May and will not appear on Budget's snapshot report for May. ln the states of Georgia,

ldaho, Rhode lsland, South Carolina, and South Dakota the approval to relinquish designation will end June 5th. Budget

will not seek Lifeline support for these states as all will be de-enrolled in June and will not appear on Budget's snapshot

report for June.

please cancel the SAC codes 269033- KY and 339034 -Wl in May and 21}OZL- GA,47901'6 - lD, 589009-Rl, 249017 - SC,

and 399021 -SD in June.

lf you need additional information please let me know

Thank you,

Robin Enkey
Budget PrePay, Inc.
1325 Barksdale Blvd.
Bossier City, LA TllIl
318-671-5784 office
318-671-5024 fax
888-777-4007 toll free
robine@budgetprepay. com

This transmission may contoin informotion thot is privileged, confidentiat ond/or exempt from disclosure under applicoble law' If you

are not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that ony disclosure, copying, distribution, or use of the informotion contoined

herein (inctuding any relionce thereon) is STR]CTLy pRoHtBITED. tf you received this transmission in error, please immediotely contact

the sender ond destroy the material in its entirety, whether in electronic or hord copy format. Thonk you.

1





PROOF OF PUBLICATION

Copy of Tear Sheet fromThe Boston Globe

Indicating Publication of Notice on June 23,2017



Ad Number:

lnsertion Number:

Size:

Color Type:

Section/Page lZone'. Sports/008/NZ

Description: Legals

270580
Lukas, LaFuria, Gutierrez & Sachs' ...

2.23 x 4.79

B&W

Client Name:

Advertiser:@tro4ostûn6tobe
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PROOF OF PUBLICATION

Copy of Tear Sheet fromThe Republican

Indicating Publication of Notice on June 26,2017



TH.E REPUBLICAN, POWERING MASSLIVE.COM SUSINESS. MONDAV, 

'UNE 

26, 2017 I

RGâl [$l$o

TOR'IIIDEPENDEilT DELIYÊ.RY.C(lNTRAflORS

I¡EWSPAPER ADYERIISTT{EI.¡$ f)ffi NR.IWO

ll!¿ûRÂr AREAS lil.rlEsl{Ril MÂ" DEL|ÙERY

V'ED¡ITSDAYS AND THURSDAYS CIITRY I"EEK

coilIRÀs0R fiusr HAllE A RtuABtE VEfilCtt AS

ASÁVÄLto DRTVER'S il(El{SE All0

PR00F 0[ o$(Eill rilsuRÁlrc lll'Y0uR NÄl,tE. T0 Bt

(01'ISIDERED f 0RÀ C0I{TRACT PIEASFCAtt 4¡}427-759ó

F(lRc0ilrRAc0RsIt{DEPtN0H{t D.EtIYERYt¡-tED

DAYS ÂRE

DEtt¡lDrl{G

AND IIAYE A (URREI,IÍ

: lluvc o volid,lllÂ,drivet's license

' Good'driving record
. Hislory of reliqble woik hobits
. Poss DOI Physicol

Shift is Monduy - Fridoy

9 o.m. - 3'30 p,m.

but is subiect lo thonge.

Apply in person ol
1860 ltluin St., Springfield,

ol emoil resume lo
humcnresouræs@repub.com'

EOE

g.lr¡âwntli**@* ffi

musl:

be e-mailed to
can

Director of Finance
and Administration

Eivision o{ Continuing and
Professional Education

Minimum Qualifi cationsr

Master's degree in finance, business or related field plus 6ve year6' '

relevant 6nancial experience to include budgeting of rwenue and
cxpense or Bachelor's degree plus seven yeas'experience in same.
Experience in human resource and pereonnel management. Supervisory
experimce to include leadership abilities and a managemcnt style that
re effecrive in the creation of a collegial working envirommt.
Excellen¡ corouniøtion, wriring, interpersonal and public relarions
skills. Must be a self-motivatéd têam builder

Prefmed Qualifi cations:

Experie¡ce in working in higher education administration and a

unionizcil environmint desirable,

This is a Non-Unit position. For more infomation on position Level 29

salary range visit htio://ww.umals.edu/humrs/iites/def ault/
fi les/201 5 %20PSU'Á205a1qry%20Schú

Subnii cover lettg¡ reJume and the names atrd contaet iûfomado¡
bf tlúee ment rèferences.-Pleaie ¿pply ollirie at:

http:/lumass,inteniewexchange,com/jobof ferdetails.ispilOBID=858 l2
Review of applications rill begin on July 17, 2017, and may coåtinue
mtila suitable ca¡dida¡e pool has bee¡ identified.

The lJniversity ol Mæsqrlrusetts Amhetst is an Affirøaliue Action/Eqrcl
Appórtunity Enployer of women. minoilties, Protected ueterans' 

^tdifld¡vidsals with disabìlities and encotraþes appli4tiots lroñ these qnd

othet prctected grcaþ nenbeß.

eduøtioil programs
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COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS

DEPARTMENT OF' TELECOMMUNICATIONS AND CABLE

In the Matter of

BUDGET PREPAY, INC D.T.C. DocketNo. 17-3

Petition for Relinquishment of Its Eligible
Telecommunications Carrier Designation
In Massachusetts

RETURN OF SERVICE

I hereby certify that publication and service of the within Notice of Public Hearing has

been made and given as therein directed.

Todd B. Lantor
LUKAS, LAFURIA, GUTIERREZ & SACUS, l-lt
8300 Greensboro Drive, Suite 1200

Tysons, VA22l02
Phone: (703) 584-8671
E-mail : tlarÍor@fcclaw. com

Counsel to Budget PrePaY, Inc.

Subscribed and sworn to me this 3'd day of July,2017

)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)

Elizabeth Edwards
Commonwealth of Virginia

Notary Puhlic
Commission No.284413

My Commission Expires 7/31/2019

Edwards, Notary Public





COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS

DEPARTMENT OF TELECOMMUNICATIONS AND CABLE

In the Matter of

BUDGET PREPAY,INC.

Petition for Relinquishment of Its Eligible
Telecommunications Carrier Designation
In Massachusetts

Dated: JuIy 3,2017

D.T.C. DocketNo. 17-3

Todd B. Lantor
LUKAS, LAFURIA, GUTIERREZ & SACHS, t Ll
8300 Greensboro Drive, Suite 1200

Tysons, VA22l02
Phone: (703) 584-8671
E-mail: tlantor@fcclaw.com

Counsel to Budget PrePay, Inc.

)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)

CERTIF'ICATE OF SERVICE

I hereby certify that I have this day served the foregoing on all parties of record in this

proceeding in åccordance with the requirements of 220 CMR 1.05(1) of the Department's

Procedural Rules.
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