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DEAR ANNIE

Regretting having children
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By AnnleLane respondents, as it is obvi- Icould enjoy what years wa
ously a difficult subject and ~ have left. The only thing
Dear Readers: Last month,  callsup someraw emations.  worse than belng alone Is
1posad a question to every- Read on, and check back wishing you were alone,
one: “Ifyouhadtodoit tomorrow to hear from the HURTING: Thad two
all over again, would you final group: people who children. One died. My
have kids?” Thousands regret not having children. daughter, now an adult,
of youresponded. NO NAME, PLEASE: Never!  hasbeen aheartache over
Two days ago, we heard All they do is grow up and and over, I wishI'd never
from parents who would hurt you. Take it from had a child. Thave anfece
gladly havechildren if given 2 mother whose grown and a nephew, and Imake
aredo. {They constituted 77  son wants no contact. agreat aunt. They love me
percent of responses over- IN THE SOUTH: Yes, but with all of their hearts. I
all.) Yesterday’s column not the same ones. wish I had stuck to that.
was dedicated to people KENTUCKY: I am 69 years OMN SECOND THOUGHT:
who don't regret not hav- old, and I wish I had never Though Ilove my present
ing children (the second- had kids. I could write quite  two children, after much
most common group, at adissertation about what a thinking, I would pre-
12 percent). Today we'll painin the rear my son and fer not to have had any.
‘hear from the third-most daughter have been over the BROKENHEARTED: | feel like
populous group (9 percent);  years,butIwon'tboreyou  abad personforeven think-
parents who, if given the withthat, Let's just saythey  Ing this, but Twould say no.
chance tostart over, wonld  have screwed up my retire-
optnot tahave children. ment years, and for that, 1 Send your questions for
Tappreciate the vulner- am bitter. I'would just like Annie Lane to dearan-
ability and honesty of these ~ somepeace somywifeand  nie@creators.con
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Sudoku is a number-placing puzzle based on

KenKen is a number puzzle that involves a bit of

299 grid with several given numbers. The

object is to place the numbers 1 to 9 in the
empty squares so that each row, each column
and each 3x3 box contains the same number
only ance. The difficully level of the puzzle
increases from Monday to Sunday.

Answers for Sudoku & KenKen appear on BS

loglc and a bit of simple math.

Rules: Monday through Wednesday, each row and
each column must contain the numbers 1 through 4
without repeating. Thursday through Sunday, each
row and columin must contaln the numbers 1 through
6. The numbers within heavily outlined boxes, called

cages, must combine using the given operation (in
anty order) to produce the target number in the top-
lzft comer. Freebles: Fill in single-box cages with the

number in the top-laft comer.

BRIDGE

Following a one-no-trump
opening call, what dotransfer
breaks mean after ared-suit
transfer? Some use the jump
to three as a maximum with
four trumps, and a call of
two no-trump as three good
trumps and a maximum,
Additionally, though, new
suits can be used to show a
source of tricks (or a double-
ton, if youprefer). Regardless,
you'd expect South to play in
four spades here.

After the diamond queen
fsled to the king and ace, the
defenders have two choices,
each producing an elegant
winning line for declarer.

Say East continues with a
second dlamond. Then, when
West wins and shifts to a
spade, declarer draws trumps
and plays the clubking, a club

to the aee and a third club. If
East follows, declarer putsin
the 10 and claims 10 tricks,
because if West wins, he Is
endplayed to concede a ruft-
sluff or tolead a heart into
the tenace, and declarer can
discard a heart from dummy
on the master club, If East
shows out on the third club,
declarer takes the queen and
leads a fourth club, discard-
ing from dummy to endplay
West agaln,

‘What If East shifts to a
heart at trick two? Declarer
takes the ace, draws trumps,
ruffs out the clubs, if neces-
sary, then leads his second
diamond froin hand, to end-
play West In a different way.

East's best defense at trick
two is to lead the diamond
nine. If the 10 and eight were

WEST
264
YKO86
+QJa4z
*97
SOUTH
eAJo2
vAQY
+108
+KQlo4
Vulnerable: Both
Dealer: South
'l'ncb(.dd'u;{r'
South st North East
INT  Puss 2v*  Pass
as Pass  d#
*Transfer to spades
Opening Lead: Diamond queen

switched, East could retain
the lead and exit in either
hearts or clubs to have a
chanee to defeat the game.

HOROSCOPES

Happy Birthday: Direct your
eneray wisely. You'll have
choices ta make that can alter
the way you live and how well
you do. Be willing to learn and
hone your skills as well as
apply yaur attributes to fit the
changing times In which wa
live. Your numbers are 5, 16, 19,
22,131,135, 46,

ARIES (March 21-April 19): Fight
fire with fire, Intensity coupled
with strong belefs will aver-
power anyona trylng to stand In
your way. Plan your actions and
execute them with precision to
get the results you want.
TAURUS (April 20-May 20);
You'll be faced with all sorts of
‘options that will require you to
be accurate, Dealing with mat-
ters that concern co-workers,

ar upset, a decision you make
will lead to reqret. Back up and
rethink your strategy carefully
before you proceed.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): Think
about the cuteome before you
make amove. It'sIn your power
to choase the right thing ta da.
Live up to your promises, and
you'll avaid being called out by
someone who is counting on you.
VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sepl. 22);
Taking a serious step In a direc-
tion that encourages personal
stability will give you a closer
look at the path yau should
pursue. Improvements ta the
‘way you live will also lead to
friendships that are beneficial.
LIBRA (Sept. 23-0ct. 22): A
pasitive change to the way you
handle your money, health and
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or
financial or medical Institutions
will require consistency.

hips with others will
glive you a burst of energy and
‘ease your stress.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20): Step  SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Hov. 21): Be
up and offer Lo help others. careful while traveling or deal-
Taking on tasks thatallow you  ing with someona who tends to
to show your will be Stay focused
have an impact on others. Some  on the changes you want to
will be jealous of what you have  make and the people who have

accomplished, and others will
offer suggestions that will help
further your goals.

CANCER (June 21-July 22); Keep
an open mind. If you are angry

helped you in the past. Don't
share your persanal secrets, ar
rumors will spread quickly,
SAGITTARIUS (Nov, 22-Dec. 21)%;
You've got more golng for you

than you realize. Call in favors
and make plans that will encour-
age greater prosperity. Taking
care of somaone else’s affairs will
be tima-consuming but can serve
asa reminder of how to conduct
your own more efficiently.
CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19)
Don't trust what others tell you.
If you want the facts, go to the
source. Changes based on an
assumption will lead to regret.
An unusual opportunity should
be taken advantage of if you
feel it's in your best interest.
AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18):
There is money to be made. Go
over your personal investments
or check out an opportunity
that interests you. Negotiations
will lead to unexpected ben-
efits if you handle matters on
your own, Say na to any sort of
indulgent behavior.

PISCES (Feb. 13-March 20):
Take a broader look at what's
golng on. Consider what's true
before getting Involvedina
Joint venture. Stick to what you
know and do best instead of
partnering with someone you
know little about.

Birthday Baby: You are charis-
matic, genulne and resaurceful.
You are passionate and
innovative.



