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September 18th, 2023





Docket number: D.T.C. 23-3

Ms. Shonda Green, Executive Secretary
Massachusetts Department of Telecommunications and Cable
1000 Washington St, Suite 820
Boston, Massachusetts 02118-6500


RE: Support of the State 911 Departments Petition for the Approval to Maintain the Monthly Enhanced 911 Surcharge at $1.50
The Massachusetts Fire Chief’s Association of Massachusetts, representing the unified Fire Chiefs of Massachusetts, wish to formally communicate our endorsement for the continuation of the $1.50 911 surcharge, which has been diligently in effect since January 1, 2019.

Understanding the gravity of this matter and its direct impact on the efficacy of emergency response services, we present the following reasons for our advocacy:

1. Municipal Dependency: It is imperative to acknowledge that several municipalities are significantly dependent on grants funded by this surcharge. A reduction would inadvertently place a disproportionate financial burden on already budget-constrained municipalities.

2. Projected Revenue Loss: Analyses indicate a potential revenue loss of approximately $62 million annually beginning in FY 2025 if the surcharge is reduced, representing a staggering reduction in already funding available to public safety operations.  
3. Impact on Grant Programs: A diminution of the surcharge to $1.00 is anticipated to yield reductions of $56.7 million in FY 2025, followed by $70.5 million in both FY 2026 and FY 2027, in comparison to present funding allocations.

4. Historical Consideration: Chapter 223 of the Acts of 2008 established the Department's surcharge at 75 cents. Since its inception, the Department has judiciously sought an increment only twice, underscoring a responsible approach to fiscal adjustments.

5. Collaborative Oversight: The Department maintains a constructive collaboration with the DTC and esteemed regulatory entities, ensuring that the surcharge is continually assessed and maintained at a rational and consistent level.

6. DTC's Validation: Annually, the DTC corroborates the prudent nature of the Department's fiscal operations and expenditures.

7. Consistent Service Efficacy: Maintaining the surcharge at $1.50 guarantees that the safety and service levels of the 911 system remain steadfast and undiminished.

We collectively believe that the $1.50 surcharge is a manifestation of our unwavering commitment to the safety and well-being of the communities we proudly serve. Thus, we urge a thoughtful consideration of these points and request the continuation of the current surcharge to safeguard the invaluable 911 services integral to our operations.


We appreciate your attention to this matter and remain available for any further discussions.


Sincerely,Top of Form
Chief Peter Burke, President


“United to Face the Future”


