The Commonwealth of Massachusetts
EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF PUBLIC SAFETY AND SECURITY
STATE 911 DEPARTMENT
151 Campanelli Drive, Suite A ~ Middleborough, MA 02346
Tel: 508-828-2911 ~ TTY: 508-947-1455 ~ Fax: 508-828-2585
www.mass.qgov/e911

CHARLES D. BAKER TERRENCE M. REIDY
Governor Secretary
KARYN E. POLITO FRANK POZNIAK
Lt. Governor Executive Director

October 4, 2023
VIA ELECTRONIC MAIL

Ms. Shonda Green, Executive Secretary

Massachusetts Department of Telecommunications and Cable
1000 Washington Street, Suite 820

Boston, Massachusetts 02118-6500

RE: DTC 23-3: Petition of the State 911 Department for Approval to Maintain the Enhanced 911
Surcharge At $1.50

Dear Ms. Green:
In connection with the above matter, enclosed herewith for filing is the State 911 Department’s

proof of publication of the Notice of Public Hearing and Certificate of Service.
Thank you for your attention to this matter.

Very truly yours,

Enclosures



COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS
DEPARTMENT OF TELECOMMUNICATIONS AND CABLE

DOCKET #D.T.C. 23-3

Petition of the State 911 Department for Approval to Maintain the )
Enhanced 911 Surcharge At $1.50 )

)

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I hereby certify that I have this day served the foregoing document upon each person, via.
Electronic mail, to the parties listed on the Service List provided by the Department of
Telecommunications and Cable in the above-entitled matter.

Respectfully submitted,

-—

Dennistrwén

General Counsel

State 911 Department

151 Campanelli Drive, Suite A
Middleborough, Massachusetts 02346
Telephone: (508) 821-7223

Email: dennis.j.kirwan@state.ma.us
Facsimile: (508) 828-2585

BBO#: 550149

Dated: October 4, 2023
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Advocates
rally for
murder
law reform

P RALLY

Cantinued from Page BY
proposals to reevaluate murder
sentences

“No one who is serving a life
sentence hecause of joint ven-
ture is disposable,” she said, re-
ferring to the legal theory that
allows a jury to convict someone
of murder if they aided or assist-
«din the erime. “And even if you
have commitied a crime, you're
still not disposable.”

Close to 100 people gathered
under sunny skies on Beacon
Street for the rly, which includ-
ed testimony from lfamily and
friends of prisoners, as well as
formerly incarcerated men and
women, Legislators urged on-
loukers to learn more about both
proposals. and to sign up to tes-
tify at a State House hearing
Tuesday alternoon

“My job is not to speak for
you, Your voice is always stron-
ger than mine.” Representative
Russell Holmes of Boston told
the crowd. “We want action, ant
just a fecl-good mument,,, and
none of us speak betrer than ynu
do”

1n 2017, the state’s highest
court nirrowed the scope of
Jjoint venture in felony murder
cases, ruling that accomplices in
faral erimes can no longer be
convicted of first-degree murder
unless it is proven that they set
out ta kill or knew Lheir actions
would likely tum fatal, However,
that ruling was not retroactive

In the years after the ruling,
the families of victims and their
supporters have maintained that
everyone involved in a violent
crime should be held equally re-
sponsible, and particularly those
who helped plan the act but did
not do it themselves. The sister
of a young man who was killed
in a hotched robhery at a Walpo-
Te McDonald's told the Globe last
year that such serious crimes in-
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Jameel Williams, who was wrongfully convicted, taiked 1o
Wayne Sorc) about prison reform outside the State House.

volve “a lot of thought and pre-
meditation.., and that's not
something to be taken lightly?”

Patrick McNamara president
of the State Police Association of
Massachuselts, said Tuesday
that police also sharevl concerns
“ahout the imapact on the victim'’s
families and possibility for re-
peat offenses.”

Holes's proposal, also spon-
sored by Senator Liz Miranda of
Boston, secks Lo take the Su-
preme Judicial Court ruling one
step further, 5o that an accom-
plice is not held to the same level
of responsibility as a killer in any
circumstance, The bill propeses
that those who aided or assisted
in a killing may not be found
guilty of ficst-degree murder,
and should receive a sentence of
up tn 25 years in prison. And nn-
like the high court's ruling, the
| would be retcoactive, mean-
ing that peaple previously con-
victed of murder, but known to
not be the killer, would have lhe
opportunity Lo apply for parole.

In the crowd, Cambridge res-
ident Joan Squeri loaked
shocked as organizers called out
statistics about state incarcera-
1ion rates; Massacliusetts is lied
wilh Louisiana for the highest
perventage of prisoners serving
life without parole in the coun-
try, according Lo a 2020 report
from the Sentencing Pruject.

“I can't believe iU's possible
for somenne who actually com-
mitted a murder to [take a plea
deal and] get out of prison long
hefore the person who was
standing there, or who played a
much more minor role,” said

Squeri, 67, “I don't believe that
anyone of any political persua-
s that person got
what they deserved.”

A Globe Spotlight inyestiga-
tion last year highlighted several
of these ¢3 including a 1991
shooting inside a Dorchester
apartment where one of the gun-
men was allowed to plead to
manslaughter and served rougl-
Iy a decade in prison before be-
iny parvled. The driver — who
never got out of his car or en-
tered the home — is still serving
alife sentence without the possi-
bility of parole,

“l was incarcerated for 26
years, 9 months, and 5 day
[meanwhile] my co-defendant
went iome with less than 20
years,” said Ronnic Flliott, who
was convicted and sentenced to
life in prison at 17, and now
works as a vouth coordinator
with the outreach organization
Transformational Prison Project,

“Ngw T'm out, aod Fmooul to
make change... because T don't
believe this law is suitable far
any of us,” he said. “If you didn't
kill the person, and you didn’t
know what the other person in-
tended to do, you shouldn't be
serving life withont parole”

Event organizer Cynthia
Goldberg, who was released
from prison a decade ago, said
her hupe was “o end juint ven-
ture, to end life without parole,
and Lo let people knnw we're not
going o stop until its done”

Ty Senit can be reached at
vy scottw globe.com, Follow her
@ilsivyxcott.
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| CDC seeks to create ‘satellites

and radar’ for outbreaks
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future holds. Sigaificantly,
howeser, same of the money is
going to state and local public
heallh authorities, including Lhe
Massachusctts Department of
Public 1Tealth, to build relation-
ships with academi so that in-
formation can flow seamlessly in
acnsis

“The goal is nat necessarily to
detect the next new microbe that
will cause a pandemic, but to
have the tools ready to inform
the response when that new
pathogen arrives.

During what the rescarchers
call “peacetime,” the lull be-
tween pandemics, they hope to
hone the systems that will make
accurate forecasting possible.
Meanw hile, they expect to make
themselves useful in predicting
how bad the Mu season will be in
the winter, or how quickly (
are spreading disease in the
summer.

Working closely with public
health officials will be a big focus
of the project, said Nicholas Re-
ich, professor of biostatistics at
the University of Massachnsetts
Ambherst, UMass and the Cniver-
sity of Tewas at Austin are ogeth-
er receiving $27.5 million to
jointly serve as one of the 13 cen-
ters

Reich s the US COVID-19
Forecast Hub, which provides
weekly short-term forecasts of
dnta such as hospital admissions
and deaths at Lhe statc and coun~

is thinking about looking at
ways to cvaluate [orecasts in the
context of the decisions they 1l
be used for ... trying to figure out
what are the specific questions
nodels cin help inform.”

Northeastern University will
receive §17.5 million to establish
“EPISTORM: The Center for Ad-
vanced Epidemic Analytics and
Predictive Modeling Technolos

Alessandro Vespignani
rector of the Network Science In-
stitute, will lead the project at
Northeastern,

His teamn will coordinate a
consortium of 10 research i
tutions including Boston Univer-
sity, health care systems, and
priviate companivs that will draw
data from hospital admissions,
waste water surveillance, social
media, and other sources, as
well as individuals’ wavel pat-
terns, and develup algorithms to
project where and how fast an
infection is spreading.

“AS soon us we get a signal,
something suspicious, then we
can spin the algorithro and un-
derstand what Kind of threat it
is, what is the risk,” and thus in-
form decisions about how to
contain the outbreak, Vespig-
nani said,

Vespignani said that long he-
fore anyonc knew how fast
COVID-19 would spread, he
looked at the number of cases
that had appeared outside of
China in the frst few w eeks of
the and 1

ty level, based on 4 vaciety of
sowrces such as waste water and
mobility data

‘The new money, Reich said,
funds both the academic teams
and Lhe public health officials,
enabling them to have dedicated
stalf who can work with the re-

and who

that the virus had adready spread
to thousands in major US rities,
At the same time, Vespig-
nani's colleague, Mauricio San-
tillana, noticed a spike in social
media searches for things like
“sore Lthroat” as well as an in-
crease in doctors browsing phy-

the models,

Reich zaid he has collaborat-
ed with the Massachusetts De-
partment of Public Health in the
past but this new funding will
deepen the relationship, "Onc of
things we're actively working on

pecific information
sources such as UpToDate. Digi-
ta] signals like these nften pre-
cede by weeks the recognition
that an outbreak has occurred,
said Santillana, whao directs
Northeastern's Machine Intelli-
gence Group for the betterment

of Heulth and the Environment

“We had confidence that
COVID wa in our communities
despite the fact that we were on-
Iy testing people who came from
China," be siid.

Another gruap in the net-
waork is hased at the Bloombery
School of Public Health at Johns
Hopkins University, which re-
ceived $23 5 million

Among the Johns Hopkins
SToup s projucts will be recruit-
ing a random sampling of citi-
zens to answer sarveys and pro-
vide blood <amples, ecnabling re-
searchers to cast a wider net as
they search for evidence of infece
tions in people other than just
those who has e sought medical
e

The goal is to improve the
ability to make both short-term
and lenger-term projections, to
guide decisions on such matters
n-control measures
c distribution, said
Shaun Truelove, an assistant sci-
entist in the Departments uf Tn-
ternational Health and Epidemi-
ology at Johns Hopkins,

“This network is a really im-
portant step toward building the
capacity in the CS to be able to
be more prepared and to devel-
op the tonls and the capaity to
be better at responding to these
health emergencies,” Truelove
said,

Dr. William SchaiTner, profes-
sor of preventive medicine at the
Vanderbilt Um\erslly School of
Medicine, agreed. ~This is exact-
Iy the sort of innovative, outside
the box — or push the edges of
the box — initiative that the CDC
ought to be doing and I'm so
glad they are,” said Schafner,
wha is not involved in the proj-
ect. “We would always like to
know at the earliest possible
time when something new is
happening, whether tocally or
nalionally. That just gives you
more lime Lo prepare and to
musler your resources”

Felice J. Freyer can be reached at
ice. freyer @globe.com
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