
Massachusetts Department of Conservation and Recreation 
Division of Water Supply Protection, Office of Watershed Management 

Forest Management Project Summary 
 
Project Title: Chapin-Page-Wilder Estate 

DWSP Harvest Permit Number: 3174 
DWSP Proposal ID: PR-22-02   
DCR Forest Cutting Plan File Number: 204-36192-23  
 

Site Information 
Watershed: Quabbin  
Town(s): New Salem 
Acres: 48 
Nearest Road: Route 202, Cooleyville Rd. (Gate 17) 
Natural Heritage Atlas overlap?: Yes 
Public Drinking Water Supply Watershed?: Yes  
Forest Types: Red Oak, Mixed Oak Dry Site, White Pine/Hardwood and Hemlock/Hardwood 
Area of Critical Environmental Concern (ACEC)?: No  
Soils: Chatfield Hollis Complex 
Wetland Resources: Yes; intermittent brook 
Vernal Pools: No 
 
Harvest Information 
Harvest Start Date: July 18,2024         
Harvest End Date: August 29, 2024 
Number of Wetland Crossings: 0 
Number of Stream Crossings: 1 
 

Best Management Practices Applied 
Stream Crossings: Temporary skid bridge 
Filter Strips: None               
Wetland Crossings: Not Applicable 
Harvesting in Wetlands: Not Applicable 
 
DWSP Forester supervising this harvest 
Name: Derek Beard 
Forester License number: 14  
Phone number: 617-780-0631 
Email: derek.beard@mass.gov 
 
 
 
 
 
  



Narrative 

 
General Description/Forest Composition/History 
General harvest location is 7.5 miles south of gate 17 in the Sherer Road area of the Prescott 
peninsula. The lion’s share of the project is south of intersection 17-11A on the east side of 
Sherer Road.  Specifically, it is bounded to the north and west by Sherer Road, and to the south 
and east by old skid road/farm lane, steep slope and wetland. 

Majority overstory composition is split between red oak and dry site mixed oak (black, scarlet, 
white and chestnut) with minority of white pine/hardwood and hemlock/hardwood.  Common 
mid-story cover includes mixed oak, black birch, red maple and hickory.  Excepting a half-acre 
opening, now mostly composed of small pole size black birch (2001 hemlock salvage), nature 
has dictated understory composition/development.  Beyond the opening, regeneration consists 
of sapling/small pole size white pine, black birch and red maple.  Moderate to heavy overstory 
oak mortality from a repeated Spongy moth infestation (2016,17,18) has been fortuitous for 
continued understory development (particularly white pine). 

The project encompasses a DWSP continuous forest inventory (CFI) plot.  These permanent 
forest inventory plots span the entirety of DWSP’s Quabbin watershed land and have been 
measured once a decade since 1960.  They capture present forest composition/conditions that, 
when evaluated over time, provide landscape scale trends that can inform future watershed 
forest management action(s).  

Site Selection 
The primary goal of the watershed forest management program is to create and maintain a 
forest that provides high quality drinking water to current users and future generations.  To 
achieve this, DWSP has determined that the forest should contain a diversity of species in 
various stages of development (seedlings through large legacy trees).  In addition, the forest 
should be vigorous; actively growing and regenerating.  Forest in this condition is suited to be 
resilient to and quickly recover from small- and large-scale disturbances such as disease, insect 
infestation, ice storms and hurricanes.  Sufficient advanced regeneration coupled with an 
underrepresented young forest layer merits some regeneration harvesting.  

Silvicultural Objectives 
The main goal of the harvest is developing and/or establishing a diverse young forest age class.  
To accomplish this, three patch openings were sited across 48 acres.  The openings total 7.5 
acres, average 2.5 acres and range from 1.5 to 4 acres in size.  They’re well-spaced and mesh 
with the landscape.  In addition, they all have remaining live trees that will contribute to future 
forest complexity.   

Cultural Resources 
The project is bounded by a watershed access road, which, prior to state ownership, was a 
town thoroughfare with residences.  Given the history, one cellar hole has been identified (on 
the road) within the project area. Evidence of old property boundaries was also discovered.  

 
 
 
 



Rare or Endangered Species 
Maintaining and/or enhancing habitat is a high priority when planning and executing watershed 
forest management projects.  As such, retaining live and dead snags, trees that show sign of use 
by wildlife for nesting/denning, scenting and foraging is a priority.  Falling in a natural heritage 
bubble, the project area was reviewed by MA Natural Heritage and Endanger Species program 
and deemed to have no impact on the specie(s) within the bubble. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Figures 

• Figure 1. Forest Cutting Plan 

• Figure 2. Photo Point Pictures  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



Figure 1. Forest Cutting Plan 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Figure 2. Photo Point Pictures 
Pre-Harvest, July 2024 

         
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Post Harvest, September 2024 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



June 2025 (one year of growth) 
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