
Massachusetts Department of Conservation and Recreation 

Division of Water Supply Protection, Office of Watershed Management 

Forest Management Project Summary 
 

Project Title:  Lighthouse Hill North 
DWSP Harvest Permit Number: 3180 
DWSP Proposal ID: PR-25-13 
DCR Forest Cutting Plan File Number:  204-43319-26  
 
Site Information 
Watershed:  Quabbin 
Town(s): New Salem 
Acres: 12 
Nearest Road:  Cooleyville  
Natural Heritage Atlas overlap?:  Yes  
Public Drinking Water Supply Watershed?:  Yes  
Forest Types:  White Pine, White Pine/Oak and Mixed Oak Dry Site 
ACEC?:  No 
Soils:  Stony till with varying levels of sandy loam 
Wetland Resources:  The project area contains no wetland resources but is adjacent to some on 
the east side.    
Vernal Pools:  0 
 
Harvest Information 
Harvest Start Date:TBD 
Harvest End Date: Before 12/13/2027 
Number of Wetland Crossings:  0  
Number of Stream Crossings:  0 
 
Best Management Practices Applied 
Stream Crossings:  0 
Filter Strips:  0  
Wetland Crossings:  0 
Harvesting in Wetlands:  0  
 
DWSP Forester supervising this harvest 
Name:  Derek Beard 
Forester License #:  14 
Phone #: 617 780 0631 
Email:  derek.beard@mass.gov 
 

 

 

 

  



NARRATIVE 
General Description/Forest Composition/History: 
Located on the west side of Prescott Road (Gate 17 Rd.) the project encompasses the north 

ridge/slope of Lighthouse Hill.  The harvest’s log landing is approximately one quarter mile 

(0.25) north of intersection 17-8.  The harvest covers 12 acres of a 77-acre management area 

bounded to the east by stone wall, wetland and intermittent brook, south by old farm lane, 

west by steep slope and north by stone wall. 

The area is dominated by tall, large diameter white pine of average to below average quality.  

Growing amongst the pine are oaks (red, black, white and scarlet) black birch, red maple and 

hemlock.  Portions of the area were thinned in the 1970s and 80s.   

Sporadic fire is part of the area’s ecological history evidenced by scarring/cavities at the base of 

oaks and scattered presence of fire adapted pitch pine.  Stone walls and barbed wire bear out a 

past landscape dominated by agriculture. 

  

Site Selection: 
One goal of public water supply management is to maintain forests that protect high quality 

drinking water for current and future users.  To achieve this, DWSP has determined the forest 

should contain a diversity of species in various stages of development (seedlings through large 

legacy trees).  This requires active forest management designed to foster health, regeneration 

and greater complexity.  Forest in this condition is well positioned to bolster inherent resiliency 

and ameliorate impacts from a range of disturbances (disease, insect infestation, ice storms and 

hurricanes) brought on by a warming planet. 

Silvicultural Objectives: 
The main goal of the harvest is introducing some structural diversity to a largely homogeneous 

tall canopy forest. This will be accomplished by harvesting twelve one-acre openings placed 

across the area, that once exposed to direct sunlight will trigger vigorous seedling/sapling 

regeneration.  All openings have legacy trees along with snags (live and dead trees that exhibit 

signs of wildlife use, i.e. cavities, nests, dens) that support important ecosystem function.  

Cultural Resources: 
The project does not encompass any extraordinary cultural resources.  

Rare or Endangered Species: 
According to the latest edition of the MA Natural Heritage & Endanger Species Atlas, the 

project overlaps with estimated or critical habitat area. The NHESP Program review determined 

that the proposed plan will not negatively impact Priority Habitat or result in Take (as defined in 

321 CMR 10.02) of plant or animal species protected under the Massachusetts Endangered 

Species Act.  



FIGURES 
Figure 1. Forest Cutting Plan 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Figure 1a: Forest Cutting Plan pg. 1. 

 

 
 
 
 
 



 
Figure 1b: Forest Cutting Plan pg. 2.  

 
 
 
 
 
 



Figure 1c: Forest Cutting Plan pg 3. 

 
 
 
 
 
 



Figure 1d forest cutting plan pg. 4. 

 
 
 
 
 
 



Figure 1d: Forest Cutting Plan pg. 5. 

 
 
 
  
 
 



Figure 1e: Forest Cutting Plan page 6. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
Figure 1f:  Forest Cutting Plan page 7 
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