
Massachusetts Department of Conservation and Recreation 
Division of Water Supply Protection, Office of Watershed Management 

Forest Management Project Summary 
 

Project Title: Mailbox Lot   
DWSP Harvest Permit Number: 4411 
DWSP Proposal ID: WR-21-41-4 
DCR Forest Cutting Plan File Number:  140.42845.24 
 
Site Information 
Watershed:  Ware River 
Town(s): Hubbardston 
Acres: 47.1 
Nearest Road: New Westminster Rd 
Natural Heritage Atlas overlap?: No 
Public Drinking Water Supply Watershed?: Yes 
Forest Types: Red oak, white pine, white pine/hardwood 
ACEC?: No 
Soils: - Berkshire-Marlow association - Well drained thick, Peru-Marlow association - Moderately well drained, 
Becket-Skerry association - Well drained thick, Allagash fine sandy loam - Well drained thick  
Wetland Resources:  This harvest is surrounded by wetlands. No harvesting in wetlands. 
Vernal Pools: Three verified vernal pools. No harvesting near the vernals. 
 
Harvest Information 
Harvest Start Date: After 6/25/24 
Harvest End Date: Before 6/18/26 
Number of Wetland Crossings: None 
Number of Stream Crossings: None 
 
Best Management Practices Applied 
Stream Crossings: No stream crossings 
Filter Strips: No harvesting in a filter strip 
Wetland Crossings: No wetland crossings 
Harvesting in Wetlands: No harvesting in wetlands 
 
DWSP Forester supervising this harvest 
Name:  Russ Wilmot 
Forester License #: 426 
Phone #: 857-262-3809 
Email: russell.wilmot@mass.gov 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



NARRATIVE 
General Description/Forest Composition/History 
The harvest area is in the town of Hubbardston, North of New Westminster Rd. It consists of about 29 
acres of red oak and about 18 acres of white pine and white pine hardwood. Tree species present in the 
overstory are white pine, red, black, and white oaks with lesser amounts of red maple, black cherry, 
black birch, white pine, paper birch, white ash, hemlock, and American beech. The understory consists 
of a few patches of mountain laurel and present but spotty regeneration of red maple, black birch, 
American beech, hemlock, yellow birch, red oak, white pine, and white oak.  Bittersweet, barberry, and 
burning bush were observed on the lot close to the road frontage and are being incorporated into the 
invasive species Foresters management planning. 

Site Selection 

A primary goal of the watershed forest management program is to create a healthy, diverse and 
vigorously growing forest that provides drinking water to current users and future generations. A 
healthy and resilient forest is both a diverse (both in age and species) and vigorously growing forest. This 
harvest area was chosen because there is a lack of diversity in the overstory as well as a lack of a young 
forest component. Additionally, the current old field white pine stands are low in diversity and 
susceptible to wind events. 

Silvicultural Objectives 
The harvest will remove the old field white pine and the red oak monoculture in groups. The goal is to 
put enough sunlight on the ground to allow new natural regeneration of diverse species to be 
established. There will be 8 group selection openings covering 10.2 acres. The openings are 0.6 – 3.1 
acres in size. The larger openings are related to the old field white pine.  

Cultural Resources 

Stone walls will only be crossed where necessary and when possible, the crossing will take place where 
there is already a break, or the wall has already fallen to the ground. Other cultural resources will be 
avoided. 

Rare or Endangered Species 
Natural Heritage Endangered Species Program (NHESP) does not show any rare habitat within the 
harvest area.  



FIGURES 
Figure 1. Forest Cutting Plan  

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 


