
Massachusetts Department of Conservation and Recreation 
Division of Water Supply Protection, Office of Watershed Management 

Forest Management Project Summary 
 
Project Title  

DWSP Harvest Permit Number: 5307 
DWSP Proposal ID: WA-23-295 
DCR Forest Cutting Plan File Number: 282-41548-24  
 

Site Information 
Watershed: Wachusett 
Town(s): Sterling 
Acres: 55.8 
Nearest Road: Beaman Road 
Natural Heritage Atlas overlap?: No 
Public Drinking Water Supply Watershed?: Yes 
Forest Types: White pine/Oak, Mixed Oak, Oak/Hardwoods 
Area of Critical Environmental Concern (ACEC)?: No 
Soils: Canton and Paxton fine sandy loams, Chatfield-Hollis-Rock Outcrop complex 
Wetland Resources: There’s a large wetland on the northeast side of this area and a narrow 
wooded-wetland on the east side. 
Vernal Pools: None 
 
Harvest Information 
Harvest Start Date: 9/25/24 
Harvest End Date: 12/14/26 
Number of Wetland Crossings: Two 
Number of Stream Crossings: None 
 

Best Management Practices Applied 
Stream Crossings: There are no stream crossings. 
Filter Strips: There is no harvesting in the filter strips. 
Wetland Crossings: Both wetland crossings will be corduroyed with an appropriate volume of 
wood depending on conditions. 
Harvesting in Wetlands: There is no harvesting in wetlands. 
 
DWSP Forester supervising this harvest 
Name: Greg Buzzell  
Forester License number: 025 
Phone number: 774-261-1841 
Email: greg.buzzell@mass.gov 
 
 
 
 
 
  



Narrative 

General Description/Forest Composition/History 
This forest can be characterized by its mix of rocky hill tops, unique wetland areas and evidence 
of past land usage. This property was acquired in 2000 and has had no forestry work done since 
it was purchased. However, there have been recent harvests all around this working unit (both 
DWSP and private) and the results suggest a harvest will result in a strong diverse young forest. 
The main tree species of this working unit are white pine, red oak white oak, red maple and 
black oak with lesser amounts of yellow birch, sassafras, hemlock, black birch, and hickory in 
the overstory. The best regeneration in the working unit is located on several rocky hilltops 
where regeneration is currently good enough to release. There is a smattering of mountain 
laurel and witch-hazel in these areas and some taller black birch just beyond regeneration size 
that was released in a prior harvest evidenced by hardwood stumps in the northwest region. 
There are also some pine stumps in the lower elevation eastern region which is covered with 
mountain laurel and hemlock. The large red maple wetland in the northern section is 
surrounded by thick sweet pepperbush and mountain laurel. Overall, the wetter soils have 
more mountain laurel and witch-hazel. The far eastern portion of the working unit is covered 
with old cabins, housewares, vehicles and an outdoor pool from a previous summer camp. 
 
Site Selection 
This working unit was selected due both to the lack of age diversity in the forests of this 
subwatershed and in this working unit itself. This area is within subwatershed #18 (Middle 
Stillwater/Rocky). Only 12% of the forest stands within this subwatershed are 20 years old or 
less. 65% of the stands are more than 80 years old. Within the 55.8 manageable acres of this 
working unit, only 5% of the stands are 20 years old or less. The full age structure is as follows: 
5%, 0-20 years old; 4% 21-40 years; 0%, 41-60 years; 14%, 61-80 years; 27%, 81-100 years and 
50% > 100 years old. Given the lack of young stands in this area and given the presence of good 
advance regeneration comprised of species well suited to this site, the primary goal will be to 
increase the proportion of young forest stands in this area. 
 
Silvicultural Objectives 
With adequate regeneration found throughout the working unit, openings will be made on 17.3 
acres. This will be accomplished by removal of the overstory in fourteen (14) patches. These 
patches average 1.1 acres in size and range from 0.4 to 2.4 acres in size. These have been 
placed according to where the regeneration is best and the lay of the land has helped shape 
each individual opening. 
 
Cultural Resources 
There are none known other than stone walls and the foundations and well associated with 
previous landowner’s summer camp in the east end of the sale area where no trees are being 
cut. Any other cultural features that are located before or during the harvest will be mapped, 
photographed, flagged, avoided and protected, consistent with the guidelines set forth in the 
2017 DWSP Land Management Plan. 
 
Rare or Endangered Species 
None known. 
 
  



Figures 

Figure 1. Forest Cutting Plan  
Figure 2. Maps of harvest area showing approximate boundary, proposed openings and other 
features 
Figure 3. General locus map showing the location of the proposed timber harvest 
Figure 4. Pre-Harvest Photographs, A-C 
Figure 5. Post-Harvest Photographs, A-B 
 
 
  



Figure 1. Forest Cutting Plan 



  



 
  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Figure 2. Maps of harvest area showing approximate boundary, proposed openings and other 
features 

 
  



Figure 3. General locus map showing the location of the proposed timber harvest 

  



Figure 4. Pre-Harvest Photographs, A-C 

 
A. The landing location on the north side of Beaman Road. 

 
B. An area of overstory removal with good regeneration of mixed species. The white oak in the 
foreground is being retained to provide valuable structural diversity.  



 
C. One of the wetland crossings. This is a very narrow rocky wetland that is seasonally wet. 
  



Figure 5. Post-Harvest Photographs, A-B 

 
A. An area where the overstory was removed to give the seedlings and sapling the space and 
light they need to continue to thrive and become a new, young age-class within this older 
forest. 



 
B. The excellent acorn crop from last year has led to numerous oak seedling throughout these 
cut areas. 
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