
Massachusetts Department of Conservation and Recreation 
Division of Water Supply Protection, Office of Watershed Management 

Forest Management Project Summary 
 
Project Title:  

DWSP Harvest Permit Number: 5309 
DWSP Proposal ID: WA-24-195 
DCR Forest Cutting Plan File Number: 282-3102-25 
 

Site Information 
Watershed:  Wachusett 
Town(s): West Boylston 
Acres: 44 
Nearest Road: Prescott Street 
Natural Heritage Atlas overlap?: Yes 
Public Drinking Water Supply Watershed?: Yes 
Forest Types: Oak-Hardwoods, White pine-Oak  
Area of Critical Environmental Concern (ACEC)?: No 
Soils: Hinckley fine sandy loam and Paxton fine sandy loam 
Wetland Resources: Yes  
Vernal Pools: No 
 
Harvest Information 
Harvest Start Date: 3/26/2025 
Harvest End Date: 6/28/2027 
Number of Wetland Crossings: None 
Number of Stream Crossings: 2 
 

Best Management Practices Applied 
Stream Crossings: The small intermittent stream will be crossed when dry and will be protected 
with corduroy. The other stream crossing is at an existing culverted crossing on a forest road. 
Filter Strips: There is no harvesting in the filter strips. 
Wetland Crossings: Not applicable 
Harvesting in Wetlands: Not applicable 
 
DWSP Forester supervising this harvest 
Name:  Greg Buzzell 
Forester License number: 025 
Phone number: 77-261-1841 
Email: greg.buzzell@mass.gov 
 
 
 
 
 
  



Narrative 

General Description/Forest Composition/History 
Nearly all of the oak-hardwood stands originate from the severe thunderstorms on July 10th, 
1989 and the subsequent salvage operation in the months after. These now 34-year-old stands 
in the eastern end of this area are comprised of red maple, black oak, white oak, black birch, 
bigtooth aspen, gray birch, hickory, white pine and sugar maple. The gray birch is dying, having 
completed its life cycle as a pioneer species. The 34-year old stand south of Waushacum Brook 
on the flat area near Stillwater Basin is comprised of red maple, sugar maple, black cherry and 
red oak.  
The older stands originated in either 1915 following the taking by the Commonwealth at the 
time of the construction of the Wachusett Reservoir or in 1938 when 4-year old white pines 
were planted. The overstory in these stands are comprised primarily of white pine, black oak 
and white oak. Paper birch, black birch, red maple, hickory, sugar maple, yellow birch and 
bigtooth aspen are also present. In the eastern part of this area near Prescott Street there also 
a significant component of pitch pine in the overstory. On the flat area south of Waushacum 
Brook there are also red oak, sugar maple, hickory and black cherry in the overstory. Hemlock 
infested with hemlock wooly adelgid is present on the short steep slope along Waushacum 
Brook. 
Adequate advance regeneration was found in 49% of the plots taken. These plots are well 
distributed throughout the proposed sale area. This regeneration is comprised primarily of red 
maple, white pine, white oak, red oak and black birch. Also present are hickory, white ash, black 
cherry, hemlock and sugar maple. 
 
Site Selection 
This working unit was selected due both to the lack of age diversity in the forests of this 
subwatershed and in this working unit itself. Most of this area is within subwatershed #4 
(Thomas/Quinapoxet/Stillwater Basins). Only 10% of the forest stands within this subwatershed 
are 20 years old or less. 42% of the stands are more than 100 years old.  
Within the 54 manageable acres of this working unit, there are no stands that are 20 years old 
or less. The full age structure is as follows: 0%, 0-20 years old; 18%, 21-40 years; 3%, 41-60 
years; 5%, 61-80 years; 28%, 81-100 years and 46%, greater than 100 years old. 
 
Silvicultural Objectives 
With the overall goal of having a forest with a diverse age structure with at least 3 age-classes 
distributed throughout both the subwatershed and the 54 acres within this specific area, the 
older overstory is being removed in patches. These patches total 6.2 acres which is 20% of the 
30.6 manageable acres in this area. They range in size from 0.25 to 1.8 acres. They are as well 
distributed throughout the working unit as possible, taking advantage of where the advance 
regeneration is present. In an additional 4.7 acres, there is a significant component of pitch 
pine. Much of the white pine is being selectively removed in order to give these pitch pine more 
space and light. 
 
Cultural Resources 
The numerous stone walls in this area will be protected from unnecessary damage. 
 
Rare or Endangered Species 
None known. 



 
Figures 

Figure 1. Forest Cutting Plan  
Figure 2. Maps of harvest area showing approximate boundary, proposed openings and other 
features 
Figure 3. General locus map showing the location of the proposed timber harvest 
Figure 4. Pre-Harvest Photographs, A-C 
 
 
 
  



Figure 1. Forest Cutting Plan  

 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
  



Figure 2. Maps of harvest area showing approximate boundary, proposed openings and other 
features 

 
  



Figure 3. General locus map showing the location of the proposed timber harvest 

 
  



Figure 4. Pre-Harvest Photographs, A-C 
 

 
A. The large white pine and white oak to the left are being retained in the area where the 

overstory is being removed to make room for the seedlings and saplings in the 
understory. 

 

 
B. The white pines in this area are being removed to give the pitch pine more light. 

 
 



 

 
C. This is the landing area on Prescott Street. 
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