
Massachusetts Department of Conservation and Recreation 
Division of Water Supply Protection, Office of Watershed Management 

Forest Management Project Summary 
 
Project Title  

DWSP Harvest Permit Number: 5310 
DWSP Proposal ID: WA-24-51 
DCR Forest Cutting Plan File Number: 134-46163-25 
 

Site Information 
Watershed: Wachusett 
Town(s): Holden 
Acres: 29.6 
Nearest Road: Manning Street 
Natural Heritage Atlas overlap?: Yes 
Public Drinking Water Supply Watershed?: Yes 
Forest Types: White Pine/Oak, Mixed Oak, White Pine 
Area of Critical Environmental Concern (ACEC)?: No 
Soils: Hinckley sand loam, Winooski very fine sandy loam, Paxton fine sandy loam 
Wetland Resources: None 
Vernal Pools: None 
 
Harvest Information 
Harvest Start Date: 3/26/2025 
Harvest End Date: 6/28/2027 
Number of Wetland Crossings: None 
Number of Stream Crossings: None 
 

Best Management Practices Applied 
Stream Crossings: There are no stream crossings. 
Filter Strips: No trees will be cut in the filter strip. 
Wetland Crossings: There are no wetland crossings. 
Harvesting in Wetlands: There is no harvesting in wetlands. 
 
DWSP Forester supervising this harvest 
Name: Greg Buzzell 
Forester License number: 025 
Phone number: 774-261-1841 
Email: greg.buzzell@mass.gov 
 
 
 
 
 
  



Narrative 

General Description/Forest Composition/History 
The primary species in the forest overstory in this area is white pine along with red oak, 
hemlock (which looks pretty good though not devoid of hemlock wooly adelgid) is found in the 
gullies, white oak, black cherry, gray birch, red maple and black birch. The understory is 
comprised of excellent advance regeneration in almost all areas with some small pockets of 
witch-hazel, mountain laurel or no regeneration. The youngest stand dates to the 1970's and is 
along the Quinapoxet River. There are a couple of small groups of white oak now dead from 
spongy moth infestation, but otherwise the oaks and white pines look good. The land in the 
area where Trout Brook joins the Quinapoxet River has been altered several times over the 
years...probably from high water flows, ice flows in bad winters and the resident beaver. A 
forest management operation took place in about 5.5 acres of the white pine stands adjacent 
to Manning St. This took place in 1984 with the intent of encouraging the establishment of 
regeneration beneath this white pine stand that had been planted in 1938. 
 
Site Selection 
This working unit was selected due both to the lack of age diversity in the forests of this 
subwatershed and in this working unit itself. Most of this area is within subwatershed #15 
(Trout Brook). Only 12% of the forest stands within this subwatershed are 20 years old or less. 
74% of the stands are more than 80 years old. Within the 28 manageable acres of this working 
unit, there are no stands that are 20 years old or less. The full age structure is as follows: 0%, 0-
20 years old; 0% 21-40 years; 11%, 41-60 years; 2%, 61-80 years; 42%, 81-100 years and 45% > 
100 years old. Given the lack of young stands in this area and given the presence of good 
advance regeneration comprised of species well suited to this site, the primary goal will be to 
increase the proportion of young forest stands in this area. 
 
Silvicultural Objectives 
With adequate regeneration found throughout the working unit, openings will be made on 7.5 
acres thereby obtaining the goal of creating a new age class on not more than 1/3rd of the unit. 
This will be accomplished by removal of the overstory in eight (8) patches. These patches 
average 0.9 acres in size and range from 0.5 to 1.6 acres in size. These have been placed 
according to where the regeneration is best and the lay of the land has helped shape each 
individual opening 
 
Cultural Resources 
There is a cellar hole about 550’ inside the gate just off the woods road. It seems this is likely 
related to the old sawmill that once stood on Trout Brook. There is a series of cellar holes and 
other artifacts related to the J. Heppler shoddy mill on the Quinapoxet River just downstream 
from the confluence with Trout Brook. All of these structures will be flagged and protected 
from disturbance as needed. 
 
Rare or Endangered Species 
NHESP has determined that certain state-listed sensitive species or habitats may exist within 
the lot proposal area.  To protect them from unnecessary disturbance, detailed information 
regarding affected species and their locations is not included in this report.  DWSP will 
coordinate with NHESP and follow recommendations to protect these species during the 
proposed activity.  



Figures 

Figure 1.Forest Cutting Plan  
Figure 2. Maps of harvest area showing approximate boundary, proposed openings and other 
features 
Figure 3. General locus map showing the location of the proposed timber harvest 
Figure 4. Pre-Harvest Photographs, A-B 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



Figure 1.Forest Cutting Plan  

 
  



 
  



 
  



 
  



Figure 2. Maps of harvest area showing approximate boundary, proposed openings and other 
features 

 
  



Figure 3. General locus map showing the location of the proposed timber harvest 

 
  



Figure 4. Pre-Harvest Photographs, A-B 

 
A. The excellent understory of white pine and hardwood regeneration is being released by the 
removal of the overstory. The large pine in the left-foreground is being retained to provide 
valuable structural diversity and wildlife habitat. 

 
B. Another area of overstory removal where there is an excellent understory. The large white 
oak in the foreground with a hollow stem and cavity is an excellent example of retention for 
wildlife habitat. 
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