
Massachusetts Department of Conservation and Recreation 
Division of Water Supply Protection, Office of Watershed Management 

Forest Management Project Summary 
 
Project Title:  

DWSP Harvest Permit Number: 5311 
DWSP Proposal ID: WA-25-329 
DCR Forest Cutting Plan File Number: 282-43261-25 
 

Site Information 
Watershed: Wachusett 
Town(s): Sterling 
Acres: 26 
Nearest Road: Manning St.  
Natural Heritage Atlas overlap?: No 
Public Drinking Water Supply Watershed?: Yes 
Forest Types: White Pine/Oak, Mixed Hardwood, White Pine/Hardwood 
Area of Critical Environmental Concern (ACEC)?: No 
Soils: Chatfield-Hollis-Rock Outcrop complex, Paxton fine sandy loam, Whitman loam 
Wetland Resources: There is a small unmapped wetland in the far western corner of this area 
near Justice Hill road. 
Vernal Pools: There is a verified vernal pool just to the east of the powerlines.  
 
Harvest Information 
Harvest Start Date: 6/25/25 
Harvest End Date: 6/28/27 
Number of Wetland Crossings: None 
Number of Stream Crossings: None 
 

Best Management Practices Applied 
Stream Crossings: There are no stream crossings. 
Filter Strips: No trees will be cut in the filter strip. 
Wetland Crossings: There are no wetland crossings. 
Harvesting in Wetlands: There is no harvesting in the wetland. 
 
DWSP Forester supervising this harvest 
Name: Greg Buzzell 
Forester License number: 025 
Phone number: 774-261-1841 
Email: greg.buzzell@mass.gov 
 
 
 
 
 
  



Narrative 

General Description/Forest Composition/History 
In the larger portion of this area, to the northwest of the powerline, the overstory is primarily 
red oak and white pine with lesser amounts of red maple, white oak, paper birch, black oak, 
pitch pine and hickory. This is a dry hillside with a significant area of exposed ledge near the top 
of the hill. A logging operation in about 1987, long before DCR acquisition, resulted in good 
regeneration in most areas. The logging was particularly heavy in three areas resulting in about 
2.5 acres of now 37-year-old hardwood stands. Much of the west-facing hillside has dense 
mountain laurel thickets. 
In the smaller area to the southeast of the powerline that was not harvested in 1987, the 
overstory is dominated by a diverse mix of hardwoods including white ash, red oak, red maple, 
black birch, white oak, hickory and black cherry. 
 
Site Selection 
This working unit was selected due both to the lack of age diversity in the forests of this 
subwatershed and in this working unit itself. Most of this area is within subwatershed #18 
(Middle Stillwater/Rocky Bk./Wilder Bk). Only 13% of the forest stands within this 
subwatershed are 20 years old or less. 60% of the stands are more than 80 years old. Within the 
29 manageable acres of this working unit, there are no stands that are 20 years old or less. The 
full age structure is as follows: 0%, 0-20 years old; 10%, 21-40 years; 0%, 41-60 years; 0%, 61-80 
years; 55%, 81-100 years and 35%, greater than 100 years old. Given the lack of young stands in 
this area and given the presence of good advance regeneration comprised of species well suited 
to this site, the primary goal will be to increase the proportion of young forest stands in this 
area. 
 
Silvicultural Objectives 
With the goal of regenerating up to a third of this working unit, the older overstory will be 
removed in patches focusing on areas with the best regeneration. These five (5) patches total 
5.3 acres and range in size from 0.2 to 1.9 acres. The patches of young forest will be similar in 
species diversity to the older forest.  
 
Cultural Resources 
There are none known other than stone walls. Any cultural features that are located before or 
during the harvest will be mapped, photographed, flagged, avoided and protected, consistent 
with the guidelines set forth in the 2017 DWSP Land Management Plan. 
 
Rare or Endangered Species 
None known. 
 
 
  



Figures 

Figure 1. Forest Cutting Plan  
Figure 2. Maps of harvest area showing approximate boundary, proposed openings and other 
features 
Figure 3. General locus map showing the location of the proposed timber harvest 
Figure 4. Pre-Harvest Photographs, A-C 
 
 
 
  



Figure 1. Forest Cutting Plan 

 



 





 
 
  



Figure 2. Maps of harvest area showing approximate boundary, proposed openings and other 
features 

 
  



Figure 3. General locus map showing the location of the proposed timber harvest 

 
  



Figure 4. Pre-Harvest Photographs, A-C 

 
A. The landing location on Justice Hill Road just to the west of the power lines. 

 
B. There is good regeneration of white pine and hardwoods in this area where the overstory is 
being removed. The small diameter hickories are being retained.  
 
 
 



 
C. Some of the regeneration in this area of overstory removal are these white pine and oak 
seedlings that have become established in the past few years following excellent pine and oak 
seed-years. 
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