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Massachusetts Department of Conservation and Recreation 
Division of Water Supply Protection, Office of Watershed Management 

Forest Management Project Summary 
 

Project Title 

DWSP Harvest  Permit  Number: 1044 
DCR Forest Cutting Plan File Number: 124-6862-14 
 
Site Information 
Watershed: Quabbin Town(s): Hardwick 
Acres: 33     Nearest Road: Lyman Road 
Natural Heritage Atlas overlap?: No Public Drinking Water Supply Watershed?: Yes           
Forest Types: Mixed oak ACEC?: No 
Soils: Charlton- Chatfield-Hollis assoc. and Montauk-Scituate-Canton assoc, well drained gravelly, sandy loams. 
Wetland Resources: None 
Vernal Pools: None 
 
Harvest Information 
DWSP Permit Start Date: 4/1/2014 DWSP Permit End Date: 7/1/2016 
Number of Wetland Crossings: None Number of Stream Crossings:  None 
 
Best Management Practices Applied 
Stream Crossings There are no stream crossings. 

Filter Strips There are no filter strips. 

Wetland Crossings There are no wetland crossings. 

Harvesting in Wetlands There is no harvesting in wetlands. 

 

 

DWSP Forester supervising this harvest 
Name: Randy Stone 
Forester License #: 229 
Phone #: 413-323-6921x156 
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NARRATIVES 
 
General Description/Forest Composition/History 
The lot is located on Lyman Rd. in the town of Hardwick.  The forest on the lot originated following 
pasture abandonment early in the 20th century, and no forest management has taken place on the lot since 
the general taking.   
 
The lot is a dry-site mixed-oak stand with an average diameter of about 7."  The principal species are 
white, red, black and scarlet oak with associates of red maple, black birch, and white pine.  The 
understory consists of low bush blueberry and huckleberry, with chestnut, red maple, and serviceberry 
seedlings.   
 
Soils are the Charlton-Chatfield-Hollis association, and the Montauk-Scituate-Canton association, well 
drained to excessively drained gravelly or sandy loams derived from glacial till.  In some areas of the lot 
there is exposed bedrock. 

 
 
Site Selection 
The primary goal of the watershed forest management program is to create and maintain a forest      that 
provides high quality drinking water to current users and future generations.  In order to achieve this, 
DWSP has determined that the forest should contain a diversity of species in various stages of 
development (seedlings through large legacy trees).  In addition, the forest should be vigorous; actively 
growing and regenerating.  Forest in this condition is suited to be resilient to and quickly recover from 
small and large scale disturbances such as disease, insect infestation, ice storms and hurricanes.  
 
The lot was selected on the basis of meeting the Quabbin Land Management Plan silvicultural objective 
to conduct intermediate thinning where necessary to increase group or stand vigor.  The fully stocked 
stand of mixed-oak on the lot contains many trees of low vigor and slow growth that will benefit from 
extra growing space as a result of thinning.  

 
 

Silvicultural Objectives 
The silvicultural treatment will be an intermediate thinning to give extra growing space to the residual 
trees by removing poor quality and suppressed individuals.  This treatment will cover the entire 33 acre 
lot.  The desired future condition of the lot is a more vigorous forest of well-spaced trees of highest 
relative quality. 
 
 
Cultural Resources 
Stone walls are present along the road and along the west lot boundary, and there are discontinuous walls 
along the fireline.  There are also interior walls with existing barways for forest transit access.  A cellar 
hole on the lot has been excluded from the work area.  This project has been reviewed by the DCR 
archaeologist. 
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Wildlife/Rare or Endangered Species Resources Comments: 
The lot area contains no vernal pools, critical habitats, or known rare or endangered species. 

 
 

FIGURES 

1. Approved Forest Cutting Plan  

2. Pre-Harvest Photograph 

3. Post-Harvest Photographs 
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Figure 1. Approved Forest Cutting Plan 
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Figure 2. Pre-Harvest Photograph 
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Figure 3. Post-Harvest Photographs  

 

 

 


