
Massachusetts Department of Conservation and Recreation 
Division of Water Supply Protection, Office of Watershed Management 

Forest Management Project Summary 
 

Project Title: 
DWSP Harvest Permit Number: 2046 
DCR Forest Cutting Plan File Number: 024-7151-15 

 
Site Information 

Watershed: Quabbin Town(s): Belchertown 
Acres:  44 Nearest Road: Earley St.  
Natural Heritage Atlas overlap?:  No Public Drinking Water Supply Watershed?: Yes             
Forest Types: oak/hardwood, oak/white pine ACEC?: No 
Soils: Scituate fine sandy loams 
Wetland Resources:  Lot abuts a wetland and small stream to the northwest and small stream to the north 
which drains east into the Quabbin Reservoir. 
Vernal Pools: None on lot. 

 
Harvest Information 

Harvest Start Date: 7/27/2016 Harvest End Date: 8/17/2016 
Number of Wetland Crossings: None Number of Stream Crossings:  None 

 
Best Management Practices Applied 

Stream Crossings: There are no stream crossings. 

Filter Strips: Variable width filter strip used.  
Wetland Crossings: There are no wetland crossings. 
Harvesting in Wetlands: There is no harvesting in wetlands. 

 

DWSP Forester supervising this harvest 
Name: Steven Wood 
Forester License #: 257 
Phone #: 413-323-6921 ext. 156 
Email: Steven.Wood@state.ma.us 



NARRATIVES 

General Description/Forest Composition/History: 

The area to be harvested is in the town of Belchertown on the east side of Earley St., just inside 
of Gate 4. 

 The stone walls on this lot attest to its history of clearing for agriculture, most likely for pasture.  
When the farmland was abandoned, probably in the late 19th or early 20th century, it reverted to forest.   

 The primary tree species present are mixed oaks (predominately red oak) and white pine.  Other 
hardwoods include black and paper birch, red and sugar maple, beech, chestnut, chestnut oak, 
sassafras, hickory and several large spruce.  Hemlock occurs in small groups, mainly as suppressed mid-
story trees.   

 The soils on this lot are primarily Scituate fine sandy loams. These are moderately well drained 
soils with a hard pan 2’-4’ below the surface, but normally with no frequent flooding or ponding. 

 
Site Selection: 

The primary goal of the watershed forest management program is to create and maintain a 
forest that provides high quality drinking water to current users and future generations. In order to 
achieve this, DWSP has determined that the forest should contain a diversity of species in various stages 
of development (seedlings through large legacy trees). In addition, the forest should be vigorous; 
actively growing and regenerating. A forest in this condition is resilient to and can quickly recover from 
small and large scale disturbances such as diseases, insect infestations, ice storms and hurricanes. 

 

Silvicultural Objectives: 

The goal of this harvest is to establish new tree seedlings and providing space for existing 
regeneration to expand and grow.  The diversity of native species present is being maintained.  This 
combination of structural and species diversity builds resistance and resilience into the forest. 

The main treatment at this time is the removal of the overstory in small groups, up to ½ acre in 
size, in order to foster regeneration (new age class).  Some groups were placed where there were 
clusters of trees that were declining or had weak stem form, often due to insect, disease, or storm 
damage.  These vulnerable trees will be replaced with vigorous new seedlings, or with saplings where 
there is existing regeneration to be released. 

  Wherever possible wildlife habitat features, such as snags (dead trees) and trees with cavities 
or nests were retained and protected. 

Cultural Resources: 

Stone walls are present on the southeast corner of the lot and don’t need to be crossed but will 
be protected during felling operations.  This is also where a permanent landing is located. Adjacent to 
this are some foundations and wells which have been protected. Otherwise, this area has been 
determined not to be culturally or archeologically sensitive based on a review by the DCR Archaeologist.   



 

 

 

Wildlife/Rare or Endangered Species: 

The lot contains no critical habitats or known rare or endangered species, and no vernal pools.    
The area is home to a variety of wildlife including deer, turkey, coyote and moose. Great horned owls 
have been seen and heard in the northern section. Spruce cone middens indicate red squirrel activity. 

 

FIGURES 

Figure 1.  Forest Cutting Plan  

Figure 2.  Pre-Harvest Photographs, A & B  



Figure 1: Forest Cutting Plan 
 

 



 
 



 



Notes to Service Forester DCR/DWSP lot 2046, inside gate 4, Early street Belchertown 

This is a remark of an old lot marking under different marking guidelines. CUT trees marked in “Orange”. 
All others stay, this would include old red reserves, those blacked out and older faded paint. Lot is 
planned for cut to length systems Processors as well as hand felling allowed.  Forwarder transport to 
landings required on the lot. Main roads flagged with black and orange strip flagging and orange painted 
arrows. Material will be decked along gravel road as well as on open landing sites.  Locations where 
forwarder enters on the gravel road will be armored with Corduroy or other appropriate material ditch 
at road edge restored at end of the job.  Eastern boundary of the lot along the power lines, Northern 
boundary the marked filter strip, Western boundary the gravel road, Southern boundary a woods road. 

Goals for management Watershed protection forest, multiage structure as well as diverse species mix.  
 

  



 
 

 
 



  



 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



Figure 2: Pre-Harvest Photographs A & B 

A. 

  

Photo point 1 east side of Earley St. on 7/25/16 just before logging started.  

B. 

 
View from further south along Earley St. 


