
Massachusetts Department of Conservation and Recreation 
Division of Water Supply Protection, Office of Watershed Management 

Forest Management Project Summary 
 
Project Title: Marsh Lane 

DWSP Harvest Permit Number: 4385 
DWSP Proposal ID: WR-15-02-02  
DCR Forest Cutting Plan File Number:  134-1647-15 
 
Site Information 
Watershed:  Ware River Watershed 
Town(s): Oakham 
Acres: 35 
Nearest Road: Marsh Lane and Rt 122 
Natural Heritage Atlas overlap?: Yes 
Public Drinking Water Supply Watershed?: Yes 
Forest Types:  Mixed oak 
Area of Critical Environmental Concern (ACEC)?: No 
Soils: Most of the lot is on 253C Hinckley loamy sand, excessively drained.  There is also 927C Montauk-
Scituate-Canton association, extremely stony, well drained. 
Wetland Resources:  Wetlands present adjacent to but outside of harvest area. 
Vernal Pools: none known 
 
Harvest Information 
Harvest Start Date: 5/2/16 

Harvest End Date: 6/13/16 

Number of Wetland Crossings: None 
Number of Stream Crossings: None 
 
Best Management Practices Applied 
Stream Crossings: There are no stream crossings. 
Filter Strips: There is harvesting in filter strips. 
Wetland Crossings: There are no wetland crossings. 
Harvesting in Wetlands: There is no harvesting in wetlands. 
 
DWSP Forester supervising this harvest 
Name:  Ken Canfield 
Forester License number: 431 
Phone number: 857 274 7090 
Email: Kenneth.canfield@mass.gov 
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Narrative 
General Description/Forest Composition/History 
This area is mainly pine-oak and pine-hemlock, with a small section of mixed oak.  Species present are white 
pine, red, black, white, and scarlet oak, red maple, hemlock, shagbark hickory, and pitch pine.  The overstory 
health is generally good, though low quality.  The understory is made up of white pine and red maple with 
some oaks, chestnut sprouts, and hemlock.   The harvest area is adjacent to a 17 acre overstory removal 
harvest that was completed in 2001.  There has been little recent harvesting within the harvest area. 
   
Invasive shrubs, glossy buckthorn and Japanese barberry, are lightly present on the lot.  Hemlock woolly 
adelgid was also observed on the lot. 
 
The soil is an excessively drained sandy loam. 
 
Site Selection 
The primary goal of the watershed forest management program is to create and maintain a forest that 
provides high quality drinking water to current users and future generations. In order to achieve this, DWSP 
has determined that the forest should contain a diversity of species in various stages of development 
(seedlings through large mature trees). In addition, the forest should be vigorous; actively growing and 
regenerating. Forests in this condition are resilient to and quickly recover from small- and large-scale 
disturbances such as disease, insect infestation, ice storms and hurricanes. 
 
Silvicultural Objectives 
The main purpose of this harvest is to diversify and regenerate the forest.  Small (up to 1/3rd of an acre) 
groups of trees will be removed, generally in areas where the trees have the lowest vigor and poorest form.  In 
between groups, some thinning will be done to remove low vigor trees.  Most snags and trees with stick nests, 
dens or unusual wildlife habitat characteristics will be retained.  
This treatment should increase the diversity of species and will increase the age and structural diversity of the 
forest as a whole. 
 
Cultural Resources 
This land has been determined to not be culturally or archeologically sensitive based on a review by the DCR 
Archaeologist.  Standard practice dictates that every effort is made to avoid disturbing stone walls. There are 
multiple walls on this lot but it is anticipated that none will need to be crossed. 
 
Rare or Endangered Species 
There are no known vernal pools adjacent to the harvest area.  There are NHESP critical habitats adjacent to 
the lot, but NHESP has determined that the harvest will not result in any significant impacts on that habitat. A 
variety of wildlife such as deer, turkey, coyote and moose are known to frequent the lot and beaver and otter 
are in adjacent wetlands. 
 
 
 
 
 
  



Figures 

Figure 1 Final Forest Cutting Plan 
Figure 2 (A-B) Pre-Harvest photographs taken 7/2/15 
Figure 3 (A-B) Post-Harvest photographs taken 6/6/16 
Figure 4 (A-B) Post-Harvest photographs taken 8/25/21 (after 5 growing seasons) 

 
 
  



Figure 1  Final Forest Cutting Plan 

 
 
  



  



 
  



 
  



 
  



 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



Figure 2 (A-B) Pre-Harvest photographs taken 7/2/15 
2A Taken looking north from the edge of woods road into opening 

 

 
 

2B Taken looking northeast from the south edge of westernmost opening 



Figure 3 (A-B) Post-Harvest photographs taken 6/6/16 
3A Taken looking north from the edge of woods road into opening 

 

 
  

3B Taken looking northeast from the south edge of westernmost opening 



Figure 4 (A-B) Post-Harvest photographs taken 8/25/21 (after 5 growing seasons) 
4A Taken looking north from the edge of woods road into opening 

 
 

 

4B Taken looking northeast from the south edge of westernmost opening 
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