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Early Intensive Behavioral Intervention (EIBI): Evaluation and IFSP Process
What is an Early Intensive Behavioral Intervention evaluation?
Once a family has consented to an EIBI evaluation and selected a Part C EIBI provider, the EIBI provider conducts an evaluation of the unique strengths and needs of that infant or toddler and their family and proceeds to an IFSP meeting, within 45 days.  
The Individualized Family Service Plan (IFSP) is an essential element in the establishment of eligibility and provision of Part C EIBI services. It is an agreement between the family and providers that defines the Part C EIBI service types, where and how often those services will be provided, and how those services will support child and family outcomes and goals.  
During the IFSP meeting, the team will review the results of the Part C EIBI evaluation and identify the type, frequency, and intensity of the Part C EIBI services that are appropriate to meet the family’s needs.  
All Part C EIBI services consented to by the family are required to be listed as consented to on the family’s Individualized Family Service Plan (IFSP).

Key Takeaway 1: Services are based on child or family needs. 
The EIBI evaluation identifies the infant or toddler and families’ unique needs. The IFSP team, which includes the family, determines the specific frequency and intensity of Part C EIBI services appropriate to support the child and family’s outcomes and goals. 
Infants, toddlers, and their families are entitled to receive the type, frequency, and intensity of Part C EIBI services identified as appropriate to meet their unique needs and have those services listed on the IFSP, as consented. Delays in evaluation, IFSP recommendations, or start of Part C EIBI services due to lack of available Part C EIBI service providers is not considered a compliant reason for delay (i.e., exceptional family circumstance). 
Recommendation of Part C EIBI service types (including frequency and intensity) and subsequent placement of those services on an IFSP should reflect those services identified as appropriate to meet the family’s needs and as consented to by the family. 

Key Takeaway 2: Eligible families are entitled to receive Part C EIBI services.
Infants and toddlers enrolled in early intervention with an eligible diagnosis of autism spectrum disorder (ASD) or Down syndrome, are entitled to receive Part C Early Intensive Behavioral Intervention (EIBI) services in the child and family’s natural environment, from any of the DPH contracted EIBI programs in their catchment area. 

Key Takeaway 3: All IFSP meetings follow required procedures. 
Following a Part C EIBI evaluation, an IFSP team meeting must occur to discuss the results of that evaluation and determine next steps (e.g., placement of Part C EIBI services on the IFSP, changes to the IFSP, or family decline of Part C EIBI services). The IFSP team meeting should include the family and all relevant providers. 
Prior to reviewing the Part C EIBI evaluation, all families eligible to receive Part C EIBI services should receive prior written notice, identifying the purpose of the IFSP. 
All families eligible to receive Part C EIBI services are required to be provided with or informed of the following:
· Their eligibility to receive Part C EIBI services in their child and family’s natural environment from any of the contracted EIBI providers in their family’s catchment area.
· Their right to access Part C EIBI services and the federal, state, and contractual requirements that apply to these services (e.g., timely services, natural environment, payor of last resort, etc.).
· If they should choose to decline EIBI services:
· Families have the right to decline these services without impact to any other Part C Early Intervention services consented to on the IFSP.
· DPH will no longer be the Payor of Last Resort for these services.
· While eligible for EIBI services, they have the right to change their mind about accessing EIBI services at any time (e.g., enrolled in EI, with an eligible diagnosis, until the age of 3). 
· A copy of their Procedural Safeguards and Family rights

Resource Spotlights: 
· Code of Federal Regulations, Part C Early Intervention. Retrieved from; eCFR :: 34 CFR Part 303 -- Early Intervention Program for Infants and Toddlers with Disabilities
· 34 CFR §303.321(a) Evaluation of the Child and Assessment of the Child and Family, Retrieved from; eCFR :: 34 CFR 303.321 -- Evaluation of the child and assessment of the child and family.
· 34 CFR §303.342 Procedures for IFSP Development, Review, and Evaluation. Retrieved from; eCFR :: 34 CFR 303.342 -- Procedures for IFSP development, review, and evaluation.
· Massachusetts Department of Public Health, Starting Points Documents. Retrieved from; Early Intervention (EI) Specialty Services | Mass.gov
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