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CITY OF EASTHAMPTON
BOARD OF HEALTH

50 Payson Avenue, Suite 145
Easthampton, MA  01027

(413) 529-1430 TEL

(413) 529-1442 FAX

Jackie Duda, R.S. Health Agent
November 28, 2016
Department of Public Health 

250 Washington Street

Boston, MA 02108-4619

RE: Review of proposed amendments to 105 CMR 430.000, Minimum Standards for Recreational Camps for Children (State Sanitary Code Chapter IV). 

To Whom it May Concern:


Firstly, we commend the Department’s Community Sanitation Division for undertaking the daunting task of updating and improving the camp regulations. This is a tedious and lengthy task and whomever worked to create these draft regulations is to be commended. 


That being said, please accept my statements below as public testimony to the proposed amendments above:

· Section 430.103 (1) Swimming now requires 1 counselor for each 10 campers and 1 lifeguard for each 25 campers on or near the water. This is a change from the former in the water requirement. We do appreciate that children should be supervised when on or near the water if this relates to an open body of water, where it may be more difficult to supervise large groups of campers. However, I recommend the Department exclude this requirement for swimmers at pools. Otherwise, groups of swimmers (i.e. swim teams who are observing other swimmers during instruction, or the “next” group of kids waiting their turn to enter the pool) will be required to move away from the pool to the outside of the fence enclosing the pool, or to another structure altogether because the camp will not be likely to meet the counselor/lifeguard requirement if near the water is enforced as well as in the water of a pool.  It would be useful to define “near the water” with a specific measurement as this is difficult to interpret on inspection when it refers to open bodies of water. 
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· Section 430.103 (2) Watercraft will now require that counselors hold life guard certification as well as other requirements already in place. We believe this requirement may be too stringent for our existing camps to meet. Attracting personnel with lifeguard training is, at best, difficult. If the entire nature camp at Arcadia Wildlife Sanctuary, for instance, were to go on a canoeing trip, under the proposed regulations, each of the counselors—meaning all of the staff--would also be required to hold lifeguard credentials. This is not feasible, which would end all watercraft activities at this camp.  We do believe the current requirement for Small Craft Safety is an appropriate credential; and in reviewing the skills checklist for Small Craft Certification and Basic Water Rescue now in place, it is quite extensive classroom instruction and demonstrated skills verification. Therefore, we recommend the Department delete the requirement that all counselors hold lifeguard certification when instructing in small water craft, in lieu of the current requirement for Small Craft Certification. 
· 430.160 (D) (2) “requires health care supervisors designated to administer prescription medications to be trained by the health care consultant to administer oral or topical meds”.  Without meaning to be overly picky, we must ask why this individual needs training and what exactly is the training to consist of? If all medications are required to be in the original prescription bottles, and bottles are labeled with instructions, and adults are administering this medication according to the label, what more training is necessary? These are pills or topical ointments. No such training is required by other individuals taking prescription medications, so why camp counselors?  

In lieu of my argument above, the Department might instead specify exactly what type of training is acceptable. 
OR, is the intention of the new wording to mean “require health care supervisors…… to be instructed by the health care consultant to administer oral or topical medications….”?
· 430.160 (E) (2) states: “The required training for health care supervisors designated to administer prescription medications shall: (2) at a minimum, include content standards and a test of competency developed and approved by the Department.”  Presumably, the camp’s Health Care Consultant—being a licensed physician, certified nurse practitioner, or physician assistant with pediatric training—has sufficient training to develop content standards and a test of competency for the Health Care Supervisor without oversight from the Department (or health department) which is not in and of itself medically trained. We believe that medical training plans created by medically credentialed individuals need not be required to be approved by the Department; this is unnecessary and cumbersome. 
· 430.376 Hot Water Temperatures (B) states “In a temperature range of not less than 110 f and not greater than 130 f.”   Having taken many water temperatures at housing inspections, I would recommend the Department change the upper level to “not greater than 120 f” as this is a safer temperature. One hundred thirty degrees is extremely hot. 
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· 430.152 Required Immunizations, states:” Written documentation of immunization in accordance with the most current Department immunization schedules developed pursuant to recommendations of the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention shall be required for all campers and staff.” 
We recommend here that the Department not try to develop immunization schedules, but rather point to the same requirement for immunization of Massachusetts school children, whatever that is, and word the regulation in such a way as to ride with any changes to that requirement into the future

· 430.201 Riflery Program Requirements states: in (D) Campers and staff shall stay behind the firing line at all times…… and in (E) All rifles shall be unloaded with actions open, and shall be verified to be unloaded by the range instructor prior to any camper or staff...”
Firstly, I juxtapose this section with the section on Watercraft safety. We are proposing to require that counselors involved in watercraft be certified in Small Craft Safety, Basic Water Rescue, lifeguarding, and the like, but the Department is not requiring that campers involved in rifle instruction be certified NRA instructors or the equivalent? 


I recommend that the Department delete section D and E above and replace it with: Instruction shall take place only at established sportsman clubs with range facilities, either outdoor or indoor, that are designed for rifle shooting, and that instruction be supervised directly by currently certified NRA instructors, that all range instruction follow the NRA Basic Firearms Safety Program, etc.  

Each of the proposed requirements in D and E is included in the above NRA protocols, as well as many other safety requirements and concepts that should be part of any firearms program at a recreational camp. 

Finally, we thank the Department for improving the camp regulations and for their thoughtful input into these revisions.

Respectfully submitted,
Jackie Duda


Jackie Duda, R.S.

Health Agent

City of Easthampton Board of Health
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