
Higher Education Opportunities
Career Pathways and the ECE Scholarship
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How do I get 
started with college 

courses???
How do I pay for 

them???
There are 

programs to help 
early childhood 

educators find and 
fund college!!!
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Support for College 

EEC provides financial assistance towards college certificates 
and degrees at eligible Massachusetts colleges and universities.

You are eligible to apply for financial assistance if you work, or plan to 
begin working at, an EEC licensed or funded:

➢ Family Child Care (FCC)
➢ Center-based program
➢ After School/Out-of-School Time (ASOST) program
➢ Residential Placement program
➢ Contracted Family Child Care (FCC) System
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How to start?
Where am I in my college journey?

➢ I have a high school diploma

➢ I have not yet taken a college course

➢ I have taken some college courses but 
have not completed a college 
certificate or a degree

➢ I’m ready to take college courses and 
work towards a college certificate or 
degree

➢ I have a high school diploma

➢ I have a college certificate or degree

➢ I’m ready to get my next degree

➢ I’m ready to take more college classes 
and continue my higher education
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Career Pathways

The Career Pathways Grant provides support to those interested in 
enrolling in an ECE certificate or associate's degree program at a 
Massachusetts community college.

Single point of contact for questions and information

Advising on course selection, registration and enrollment

Counseling on financial aid opportunities

Tutoring, mentoring, library access, on-campus food pantry and 
other campus supports
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1. Choose the community college that is closest to where you live 
or work.  Colleges will prioritize students in their regional area. 

➢ If you’ve already taken classes at a community college, return to that college.

➢ If you need classes in a language other than English, select a college that offers 
the language you need.

2. Send an email to the Career Pathways Grant Coordinator at the 
community college of your choice.

3. There will be several steps to take for course registration. 
Watch your email for a reply from the Grant Coordinator 
(please check your email regularly)

Have your high school diploma and/or any previous college transcripts available upon 
request from the Grant Coordinator to determine eligibility for enrollment and to identify 
course selection.

Get Started with Career Pathways
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Community Colleges
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Jointly offered by EEC and the Department of Higher 
Education to help educators increase their qualifications 
through a college degree. 

Based on a per credit rate, depending on the type of 
institution. 

Provides funding to assist with the cost of a maximum of 
three courses per semester during the fall, spring and 
summer. 

Early Childhood Education(ECE)  Scholarship
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Get Started with the ECE Scholarship

Action Steps:
➢Confirm eligibility requirements

➢Complete FAFSA and ECE Scholarship application

➢Apply to the college of your choice (two- or four- year 
institution)

➢Attend to emails and messages from the college and MA 
Office of Student Financial Assistance (OSFA)
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Eligibility Requirements
•Physically reside in Massachusetts for at least one year, as of the start of the enrolled term , with an intent to remain in Massachusetts consistent with Board of 
Higher Education policy; and

•Have approved eligibility status as a “High School Completer,”* per the Massachusetts tuition equity law,** or be a U.S. Citizen, permanent legal resident, or non-
citizen eligible under Title IV regulations.

•Have applied for financial aid, using the standard Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) or a FAFSA equivalent application authorized by the 
Department of Higher Education.

•Not be in default of any federal or state Student Loans for attendance at any institution or owe a refund for any previous financial aid received.

•Enroll, as a matriculated student, in an approved college certificate or degree program, full or part-time, in an eligible institution.
•Be employed as an educator or provider in an early education and care program (FCC, center-based, after/out-of-school time, residential placement or contracted 
FCC system) that is licensed or funded by the Massachusetts Department of Early Education and Care (EEC).
OR
Be considered a “prospective student” which is defined as unemployed or not employed as an early education and care provider at a facility or program, licensed or 
funded by the Department of Early Education and Care, but plan to enroll in an approved course of study as defined in the eli gibility requirements of the ECE 
Scholarship.
• Prospective students must demonstrate they are seeking employment with an early education and care provider in the commonwealth and will have one year 

to secure eligible employment.

•Sign an agreement to continue employment as an early childhood educator or provider  in Massachusetts upon completing the degree requirement, or repay funds 
as defined.

•Students must either be pursuing their first bachelor’s degree or pursuing a master’s degree in an approved program, as defined.
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Complete the FAFSA or equivalent

Be sure to complete the 2025-2026 FAFSA

Wait 72 hours (3 days) for FAFSA data to process.  You will receive an email 
from OSFA inviting you to login to your MASSAid portal.
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Create or login to MassAid
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Find the ECE Scholarship application
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Find the ECE Scholarship application- next step
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Application Sections

❑Student Information

✓Name, contact information, demographics

❑Application Information

✓Information regarding your academic program

❑Employer Information

✓Work experience
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Application Information
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Employer Information

EEC Single Sign On 
PQR must be 

“active.”

P- Program Number

EEC Program Number is 
attached to the program 
where you work.

P-12345

You can SKIP this screen if 
you are a prospective 

employee
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Employer Information

You can SKIP this screen if 
you are a prospective 

employee

Family Child Care 
and Center-based 

Program Owners can 
list their own 

information in the 
supervisor fields.
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Previous Employer Information

You can SKIP this screen if 
you are a prospective 

employee

If you already work in the field, 
complete the information for 
previous employers.  It’s sometimes 
necessary to verify eligibility.
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Agreement and Submission
Agree to the Service Commitment by checking the box.  
Be sure to save and submit your application.
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Proof of Employment (POE)
You can also check your 
credits on this screen.
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What happens next?

➢Monitor your email inbox.  All information and notifications will be sent via email. 
Read emails closely.

➢Allow time for DHE and EEC review (3-4 weeks).

➢If you receive an email that you are “ineligible,” you will have 20 days to correct 
the reason for ineligibility.  Instructions will be in the email.

➢Award amount will remain as “pending” until your school “certifies” that you are 
enrolled and attending classes- usually at the end of add/drop period.
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Checking You Application Status
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Resources

➢Career Pathways Information

❑Department of Early Education and Care (EEC) Career Pathways Information

➢Scholarship Information

❑Department of Early Education and Care (EEC) Scholarship Information

❑Office of Student Financial Aid (OSFA) Scholarship Information

➢Ask a Question

❑You can ask a specific question by completing this form, found on the Career 
Pathways webpage.

https://www.mass.gov/info-details/early-childhood-career-pathways-programs-at-massachusetts-community-colleges
https://www.mass.gov/how-to/apply-for-the-early-childhood-educators-ece-scholarship
https://www.mass.edu/osfa/programs/earlychildhooded.asp
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfIj0zhVqjZsMXsOyfP-9FQNup2dCfScuhJauX216Rb6nAxMw/viewform
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