COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS
ENERGY FACILITIES SITING BOARD
DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC UTILITIES

The Energy Facilities Siting Board (“Siting Board”) and Department of Public Utilities

(“Department”) invite you to attend public comment hearings to learn about implementation of the
siting and permitting changes required by the 2024 Climate Act (An Act promoting a clean energy
grid, advancing equity and protecting ratepayers), and provide written and/or oral comments. The

proposed regulations and guidance documents are posted on the Siting Board’s webpage
at: https://www.mass.gov/info-details/efsb-25-10-proposed-rulemaking and the Department’s

webpage at: https://www.mass.gov/info-details/dpu-25-75-proposed-rulemaking.

person and remote participation options:

The Siting Board and Department will conduct four hybrid public comment hearings with in-

Public Comment Hearing 1:

Monday, October 27, 6:00 p.m.

Greater New Bedford Regional Vocational
Technical High School, 1121 Ashley Blvd,
New Bedford, MA 02745, Auditorium

Public Comment Hearing 2:

Wednesday, October 29, 6:00 p.m.
Berkshire Innovation Center,
45 Woodlawn Ave, Pittsfield, MA 01201

Public Comment Hearing 3:

Monday, November 3, 6:00 p.m.
One South Station, Boston, MA 02110,
3™ floor, Large Hearing Room

Public Comment Hearing 4:

Wednesday, November S, 6:00 p.m.
North Shore Community College,
300 Broad St., Lynn, MA 01901, Cafeteria

Remote attendees: join by using this link: https://www.zoomgov.com/j/1612425626 from a

computer, tablet, or smart device. For audio-only participation, attendees can dial-in at (646)
558-8656 (not a toll-free number) and then enter the Webinar ID: 161 242 5626

Note: There will be opportunity to comment on all proposed regulations issued by the Siting
Board and Department at the hearings. Public Comment Hearing 3 will focus on the Intervenor
Support Grant Program regulation and guidance document.

The Department of Energy Resources will also conduct hearings for its regulations. For more
information, visit: https://www.mass.gov/info-details/clean-energy-siting-permitting-regulations.

The Siting Board and the Department also welcome written comments on the proposed
regulations. Initial written comments will be most useful if submitted by 5:00 pm, October 17,
2025. Final written comments will be welcome by 5:00 pm, November 7, 2025.

Pre-registered commenters will speak first and others will speak afterwards. To pre-register to
provide oral comments (in person or remote), use the Zoom link above or notify the meeting
facilitator ERG at meetings@erg.com. Please provide your name and email address by noon, on

the day of the hearing.
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Comments are sought regarding the proposed regulations and guidance documents. The Siting
Board and Department will not take comments on pending projects or other cases that are under
review at the Siting Board or the Department. The public comment hearings will be transcribed by
a court reporter. In addition, a recording of the public comment hearings will be available on the
Siting Board’s YouTube channel at https://www.youtube.com/@MaDPU_hearing.

Important Dates

Siting Board Meeting on Opening Rulemaking Monday, September 8, 2025
Siting Board and Department file Proposed Friday, September 12, 2025
Regulations with the Secretary of State

Initial Deadline for Written Comments Friday, October 17, 2025
Public Comment Hearings October 27 - November 5, 2025
Final Deadline for Written Comments Friday, November 7, 2025

Procedural History

In November 2024, Governor Maura Healey signed into law the 2024 Climate Act, St. 2024,

c. 239, which makes many changes to the way that energy infrastructure is sited and permitted in
Massachusetts. The Siting Board is required to promulgate regulations and guidance to implement
reforms related to siting and permitting by March 1, 2026. The 2024 Climate Act also establishes
the Department and Siting Board Intervenor Support Grant Program to provide financial assistance
to eligible entities who are unable to participate in proceedings before the Department and Siting
Board because of financial hardship. The Department and Siting Board issued straw proposals and
conducted public meetings to hear comments on the straw proposals. Based on comments received,
the Siting Board and Department drafted the proposed regulations. For more information, visit:
https://www.mass.gov/climateact.

Siting Division staff issued for discussion purposes draft proposed regulations and guidance in July,
then the Siting Board conducted a public meeting to hear comments on the draft proposed
regulations. Based on comments received, Siting Division staff revised the proposed regulations.
For more information, visit: https://www.mass.gov/info-details/2024-climate-act-regulations-
meetings. On September 8, 2025, the Siting Board heard staff presentations on the revised
regulations and guidance proposals, and voted to open a formal rulemaking process. On
September 12, 2025, the Siting Board issued a Final Decision to open the proposed rulemaking,
docketed as EFSB 25-10; on September 12, 2025, the Department issued on Order instituting its
rulemaking, docket D.P.U. 25-75.

The Siting Board proposes the following regulatory changes: revisions to 980 CMR 1.00, Rules for
the Conduct of Adjudicatory Proceedings and 980 CMR 2.00, General Information and Conduct of
Board Business; new regulations 980 CMR 13.00, Consolidated Permits for Clean Energy
Infrastructure Facilities; 980 CMR 14.00, De Novo Adjudications of Consolidated Local Permit
Applications; 980 CMR 16.00, Pre-Filing Consultation and Engagement Requirements; and 980
CMR 17.00, Constructive Approvals. The Siting Board proposes to repeal the following
regulations: 980 CMR 4.00, Freedom of Information; Protection of Trade Secrets; 980 CMR 5.00,
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Environmental Assessment and Environmental Impact; 980 CMR 7.00, Long-Range Forecasts and
Supplements; 980 CMR 8.00, Notices of Intention to Construct an Oil Facility; 980 CMR 9.00,
Coastal Zone Facility Site Selection, Evaluation, and Assessment; and 980 CMR 11.00, Licensing of
Hydropower Generating Facilities. The Department proposes the following new regulation: 220
CMR 34.00, Intervenor Support Grant Program.

Instructions for Filing Written Comments

Written comments on the Siting Board’s proposed regulations, docket EFSB 25-10 must be sent to
the following two email addresses: dpu.efiling@mass.gov and sitingboard.filing@mass.gov; written
comments on the Intervenor Support Grant Program proposed regulation, docket D.P.U. 25-75,
must be sent to the following two email addresses: dpu.efiling@mass.gov and
julianne.desmet@mass.gov.

Initial written comments will be most useful if submitted by 5:00 pm, October 17, 2025. Final
written comments will be welcome by 5:00 pm, November 7, 2025. The text of the e-mail must
specify: (1) the docket number of the proceeding (EFSB 25-10 or D.P.U. 25-75); (2) the name of
the person or entity submitting the filing; and (3) a brief description of the document. The email
should also include the name, title, and telephone number of a person to contact in the event of
questions about the filing. Written comments will be posted to the Siting Board and Department file
rooms and accessible for the public to view.

Accommodation Requests and Language Services Requests

Interpretation services for the public comment hearings (in-person and Zoom) will be provided in
Spanish, Portuguese, Chinese, Haitian Creole, Vietnamese, and American Sign Language (ASL).
Additional language interpretation services are also available upon request in the Zoom link above,
or to Yonathan Mengesha at (617) 305-3544 or Yonathan.Mengesha@mass.gov. Include in your
request the language required and your contact information. To assist us in accommodating your
request, please submit it as soon as possible, and at least one week before the specific public
comment hearing (i.e., by October 20, 2025 for Public Comment Hearing 1).

Reasonable accommodations for people with disabilities (e.g., Braille, large print, electronic files,
audio format) are available upon request. To request an accommodation, please contact:

Melixza Esenyie
Non-Discrimination Coordinator and Director of Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion
Massachusetts Executive Office of Energy and Environmental Affairs
Human Resources, 9th Floor
100 Cambridge Street, Boston, MA 02114
eeadiversity@mass.gov, 617-626-1282

In your communication, state the accommodation you need and why you need the accommodation.
Provide contact information in case the Coordinator needs more information. Provide your request
as soon as possible. The Coordinator will consider but may not be able to fulfill late requests.
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Non-discrimination Notice

The Siting Board and Department do not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin,
disability, age, sex, income, ethnicity, class, disability, religious creed or belief, gender identity,
sexual orientation, genetic information, English language proficiency or ancestry in administration
of its programs or activities. See the Siting Board’s Non-Discrimination Notice at:
https://www.mass.gov/info-details/efsb-non-discrimination-notice-and-grievance-procedure. See the
Department’s Non-Discrimination Notice at https://www.mass.gov/info-details/massachusetts-dpu-
non-discrimination-notice.

If you have any questions about this notice or any of the Siting Board’s non-discrimination
programs, policies, or procedures or believe the Siting Board has discriminated against you, you
may contact Melixza Esenyie (see above for contact information) for more information.

Contacts

For further information about the public comment hearings or proposed regulations, please send an
email to sitingboard.filing@mass.gov. For periodic updates, please visit the Siting Board’s webpage
at: https://www.mass.gov/info-details/efsb-25-10-proposed-rulemaking and the Department’s
webpage at : https://www.mass.gov/info-details/dpu-25-75-proposed-rulemaking.
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EAN THE COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS
ENERGY FACILITIES SITING BOARD
DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC UTILITIES
ONE SOUTH STATION
BOSTON, MA 02110
(617) 305-3525

Translation and Interpretation Services
English Espafiol (Spanish)
ATTENTION: Additional translation and/or interpretation services ATENCION: Hay servicios adicionales de traduccion y/o interpretaciéon
are available upon request at no direct cost to the individual requesting  disponibles a pedido sin costo directo para la persona que solicita el
the service. Include in your request the language required and a way to  servicio. Incluya en su solicitud el idioma requerido y una forma de

contact you if we need more information. It may not be possible to comunicarnos con usted si necesitamos mas informacion. Es posible que

fulfill last-minute requests. Contact Yonathan Mengesha at no sea posible cumplir con solicitudes de ultimo momento.

Yonathan.Mengesha@mass.gov to make a request. Comuniquese con Yonathan Mengesha a
Yonathan.Mengesha@mass.gov para realizar una solicitud.

Portugues (Standard Portuguese) Fr3C (Simplified Chinese)

ATENCAO: Seryigos ad.ic.ionais de traducdo §/ou interpre'tag'ﬁo estdo Vi, W NIERIZAL B AMOBER/E R R S, HASBEBEMIER
dlsponiygls medlapte solicitagdo, sem custo direto'pgra o 1nd1vid}19 TR N . &b 7R R TP S B B RIE S, A FAITT
que solicita o servigo. Inclua em sua solicitag@o o idioma necessario e DUEE R 77K I SR iR, MRS TERE . R HE =
uma forma de contato caso precisemos de mais informagdes. Pode nio i 32 £ Z Yonath I\/I ha B1 A5 48 o

ser possivel atender a pedidos de ultima hora. Entre em contato com Ve, BRAR Yonathan Mengesha R

Yonathan Mengesha pelo e-mail Yonathan.Mengesha@mass.gov Yonathan.Mengesha@mass.gov.

para fazer a solicitagao.

Kreyol Ayisyen (Haitian Creole) Tiéng Viét (Vietnamese)
ATANSYON: S¢vis tradiksyon ak/oswa entépretasyon siplemante LUU Y: C6 cung cip cic dich vu bién dich (viét) va/hoic thong dlCh
disponib si w mande sa san yon pri dirék pou moun k ap mande sévis  (néi) bd sung khi duoc yeu cdu, va dich vu ndy dugc cung cap mién phi
la. Nan demann ou an, mete lang ou egzije a ak yon mwayen pou cho céc ¢4 nhén yéu ciu dich vu. Trong yéu cau ciia minh, quy vi hiy
kontakte w si nou bezwen plis enfomasyon. Li gendwa pa posib pou ghi rd6 ngén ngir dugc yéu chuva phuong thirc 1ién hé quy vi néu chung
ranpli yon demann nan dénye 1¢. Kontakte Yonathan Mengesha nan t6i can thém thong tin. Nhimg yéu cu vao phit chot ¢ thé khong duoc
Yonathan.Mengesha@mass.gov pou w f& yon demann dap ung. Hay lién 6ng Yonathan Mengesha tai dia chi
Yonathan.Mengesha@mass.gov dé giri yéu cau.
Francais (French) (Arabic) a1
ATTENTION : Des services de traduction et/ou d'interprétation Al g0 allall ie 3 sl dan i gl 5 2 el e ill Adla) iledd 85 ridaale
supplémentaires sont disponibles sur demande, sans frais directs pour 13 ly JuaiDU 48y 5a g 4 gllaall Aadl) dlilla 3 7z sl Aeadldl callay (53 2 5ill 5 il
le demandeur. Indiquez dans votre demande la langue requise et un ol 5 3R] Aaall) bl Auli (Seall o (5% Y 38 e shaall (g 3 ) Lisial
moyen de vous contacter si nous avons besoin de plus d'informations. .l il Yonathan.Mengesha@mass.gov = Yonathan Mengesha g«

11 se peut que nous ne puissions pas répondre aux demandes de
derniére minute. Merci de contcacter Yonathan Mengesha a

Yonathan.Mengesha@mass.gov pour faire une demande.

Pyccxuii (Russian) i2i (Khmer)

BHUMAHMUE: nonoiHUTEIbHBIE YCIyTH ITHCHMEHHOTO H (UITH) NURS UL IhRgURTURSO SE/JUSTUNIUTSY
YCTHOTO TIepeBO/Ia MPEIOCTABIIAKOTCA 110 3aMpocy 6e3 MPsAMBIX 3aTpaT  HNSMMEMIGisnwEsAsign

JJIsL 1aua, 06paTI/IBI.HeFOCH 3a yCIIyroil. Ykaxure B 3arpoce Sitmn U uignu ijﬁhwﬁ MY Ut g‘];—’j,}j aainn juﬁjj;jﬁ

TpeOyeMBblil S3bIK U CIIOCOO CBSI3aThCS C BAMHM, €CIIM HaM TIOHAaJOOUTCS RIENUA N TR U]E A SHTS IS eHLNS
JOTIOJIHUTEIbHAs HHOpMaLys. VIcronHeHne CpOYHbIX 3aIPOCOB HE b =
rapantupyercs. UToObl caenarts 3anpoc, cBshkuTech ¢ Y onathan
Mengesha o anexTporHO# mouTe Y onathan.Mengesha@mass.gov.

wasiGulnEimirisesuigyy
winumSsmounmeauain iBugsSnindsohsis
QJH@?"?'QH Yonathan Mengesha #H5 Yonathan.Mengesha@mass.gov
1Sujiadage

k= (Korean)
Fol: 7MY WEs %Oﬂ Aul 2= 23 A 24 & glol

AFHTE 04 A, o Qlojsh 57k A Bad A9
b el S BB oA e 63 s

A7t 271 = A HY Tk 23 8FA 2 Yonathan

Mengesha(Y onathan.Mengesha@mass.gov)°ll A ¢12+3}A] 7]
s o,
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