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Why might I want to consider getting a forensic exam and evidence collection?
· During the forensic exam the SANE/Clinician documents your report of the assault and any physical findings and collects evidence that may be present after a sexual assault.  This evidence can be used as part of a law enforcement investigation.
Do I have to report my assault to the police to get a forensic exam and evidence collection?
· No — it is up to you to decide whether to report to the police, and you can have a forensic exam and evidence collected even if you are not sure what you will decide. 
· You also have the option of reporting to the police without receiving medical care or having a forensic exam/evidence collection.
What should I expect during the forensic exam and evidence collection process?
· You will be asked some questions about the assault so the SANE/Clinician can recommend which steps should be taken.
· The evidence collection process involves the use of an evidence “kit” and is a series of steps during the forensic exam to collect evidence from areas of your body. This can include swabbing parts of your body with cotton swabs. If you have physical injuries, photographs may be an optional part of your evidence collection.
· You may also be asked for your clothes if they may contain evidence from the sexual assault. If this happens, you will be provided with clothing to wear.
· The exam may take a few hours in order to make sure your questions are answered, your medical needs are addressed, and evidence is properly collected and preserved.  

How much control will I have during a forensic exam?
What is done is your choice. You do not need to complete any parts of the exam you are not comfortable with. The SANE/Clinician will explain every step of the exam, and you can accept or decline any portion at any time. If you begin the exam and decide to take a break or stop, that is okay.
What happens to the evidence?
· If you decide to report the assault to the police, your evidence kit is transported to a crime laboratory, where it is analyzed.
· If you decide NOT to report the assault to the police, your evidence kit is transported to a secure location, but it will not be analyzed. It is stored for at least 15 years. If you later decide to report to the police, all of your evidence will be analyzed at that time.
· If you have an evidence kit completed, you will be given information to help you to track the location of your kit — whether or not you report the assault to the police. 

More Information about the MA Sexual Assault Nurse Examiner (SANE) Program can be found here:  mass.gov/sane
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