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Environmental Concerns
Li-Ion Battery Response

Types of Li-Ion 
Battery responses 
MassDEP involved

Water used in 
response – sensitive 

Receptors? Other 
media impacted?

How Dispose of Li-
Ion battery (DDR)

Other issues – Ferry, 
Battery storage 

Facilities



2/6/23 DFS Advisory – Transport/Disposal 
information from MassDEP

o Vape Devices, Cell Phones, Tablets Computers;

o Personal Mobility Devices/E-Bikes; and

o Electric Vehicles:

o Owner of Lithium-ion battery device should hire a hazardous waste (HW) Contractor 
for transport/disposal of Lithium ion battery container using a hazardous waste 
manifest.  

o If owner does not have means to hire HW Contractor, MassDEP may hire a HW 
Contractor for transport/disposal of Lithium ion battery container using a hazardous 
waste manifest.

o MassDEP Emergency Response 1-888-304-1133



List of Hazardous Waste Transporters providing 
Emergency Response

o List for each MassDEP Region 

o https://www.mass.gov/info-details/lists-of-emergency-responsehazardous-waste-
transporters?_gl=1*15c048o*_ga*MTYyOTQ3MjY2MS4xNjgyOTQ3Mjc4*_ga_MCLPEGW7WM*MTY5Njg3ODQzMS4xMS4wLjE2OTY4Nzg0MzEuMC4wLjA.

o Additional transporters can found at: https://www.mass.gov/doc/massdep-licensed-hazardous-waste-transporter-list-april-2023/download

https://www.mass.gov/info-details/lists-of-emergency-responsehazardous-waste-transporters?_gl=1*15c048o*_ga*MTYyOTQ3MjY2MS4xNjgyOTQ3Mjc4*_ga_MCLPEGW7WM*MTY5Njg3ODQzMS4xMS4wLjE2OTY4Nzg0MzEuMC4wLjA
https://www.mass.gov/doc/massdep-licensed-hazardous-waste-transporter-list-april-2023/download


Examples MassDEP: 
Li-Ion Battery Responses

o Most often Tier 1 – contacted for phone or field 
response to assist

o Tesla Car Fire (Norwell) (Field)

o Battery overcharged/fire (Chicopee) (Field)

o E-Motorcycle (Amesbury) (Phone)

o Portable Power Station (Lowell) (Phone)

o House Fire (Brockton) (Phone)



Field Response –
Runoff water

o Tesla Fire – Norwell; July 2022

o Dealership – Floor drains, tight tank 
and 4 catchbasins

o 500 feet east of Public Drinking Water 
Reservoir (Accord Pond)

o Estimated 10,000 gals water used –
initial fire (vehicle was inside building)

o Vehicle relocated to center of parking 
lot and re-ignited and caused brush 
fire – estimated 4,000 gals water used



•

o Dealership hired a Licensed Site Professional 
to oversee Immediate Response Actions

o RTN 4-29452
o Sampling of Tight Tank and Catch Basins, soil, 

surface water and groundwater
o Co, Li, Ni, Fl

o No impact to environment 
o No concern impact to sensitive receptors
o Tesla  - Specialized technician to dissemble 

and secure the battery pack
o Components placed in tubs onsite with 

1% saltwater bath
o Drums of liquid waste and battery 

components transported as HW for 
disposal



Other Issues

o Disposal – issues all states and Federal Agencies dealing with
o MassDEP Guidance – use contractor – dispose as HW

o Issues working on at federal level – transport, disposal, recycling 

o Ferry/Container Ships 
o MassDEP coordinating wit USCG and other agencies/FD/partners

o Plymouth-Salisbury Area Committee Exercise in Spring 2023

o Sector Southeastern Massachusetts and RI – exercise on 10/10/23

o Battery Storage Facilities
o Could have Li-Ion, or combination of other chemicals (example Carver – Lithium iron phosphate (LFP))



Questions?
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