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Essex North Site Board
Date:  June 09, 2022
Attendees: Joanna Fortna, Bernie Gallant, Dee Carlson, Eric King, Steven Noroian, Candice Page, Vanessa Risovic-Dromsky (Andover Respite)
	Topic
	Discussion
	Assignment/Task
	Point Person 
	Notes

	INTRODUCTIONS
	Meeting was held via Microsoft Teams.  
	No new members.
	
	

	Approval of Prior Meeting Minutes
	Minutes from the 05/12/22 meeting were reviewed and approved.
	To be posted on the DMH webpage.
	Candice Page
	

	Guest Speaker
	Vanessa Risovic-Dromsky, Program Director of the State Operated Respite program, provided an overview of staffing and services provided to guests of the program to get them into the most appropriate community setting.  Points of discussion:

· Strict MAP regulations (medication administration)

· Focus on social functioning

· Assistance with applying for benefits

· Weekly COVID testing remains ongoing for all staff

· This is the only state-operated respite program in the Northeast area

 The meeting was opened for discussion.
	Joanna thanked Vanessa for the work of her staff and noted that powerful but quiet role they play with assisting individuals to be able to re-integrate into the most appropriate community setting.  Joanna expressed her appreciation for the dedication and compassion shown by the staff through such demanding times.
	
	

	DMH Updates
	· Clubhouses went out to bid for contract renewal.  No changes.  Vinfen will remain the vendor and both the Haverhill Clubhouse and Point After Club will remain intact.
· Diversity in hiring

· RFR expected to go out to bid for a Forensic PACT Team with a housing component.
	Informational.
	Steven Noroian
	

	NAMI Updates
	· Family to Family 8-week online course was completed on Tuesday.  Mary Robinson and Pat (?) lead the training and Bernie said there were approximately 20+ people that participated.  Bernie was impressed with the two instructors and how well the training went.
	Informational
	
	

	Other Business
	· May is Mental Health Month- Joanna attended the event at Haverhill Clubhouse on 5/23.  Lisa Fabbri-Lopez was the keynote speaker at the event. Joanna mentioned what a wonderful job Lisa did connecting to the audience and her presentation was engaging and uplifting. Joanna and Lisa were able to meet face-to-face for the first time.

· Candi made the suggested revisions to the Mission Statement portion of the by-laws from last month.  
· Julia Morrison spoke with Joanna and is interested in getting the Clubhouse Advisory Board back up and running again.  Joanna was able to provide Julia with her binder from the board meetings to help her with the process.
	Since all members were not present at the meeting, it was decided to send the revisions via email to all members to review and respond with their approval.  Also noted that the Vice President position remains vacant if anyone is interested.
The recommendation was to invite both clubhouse directors, Julia Morrison and Tom Coppinger, to speak at a future site board meeting.
	
	

	ADJOURNMENT/

NEXT MEETING
	Committee meets the 2nd Thursday of each month. 

 ***The committee agreed to take off the months of July and August and reconvene in September.***
The following agenda topics will be considered for upcoming meetings:
· Josh Goulet- Spirituality Presentation
· Rosa Degout- ATARP Presentation
· Julia Morrison and Tom Coppinger- clubhouse presentation
	The next meeting is scheduled for Thursday September 08, 2022 from 5:00 to 6:30 p.m. via Microsoft Teams.
	 
	.  


DMH staff: Minutes should be emailed to DMH-DL – Open Meeting Notices after they are approved by the Public Body.

