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Essex North Site Board
Date: November 14, 2019
Attendees: Joanna Fortna, Ruth Lambert, Bernie Gallant, Erika Hernandez, Niko Edwards, Joshua Goulet, Steven Noroian, Candice Page
	Topic
	Discussion
	Assignment/Task
	Point Person 
	Notes

	INTRODUCTIONS
	 Introduction of all members.
	Joshua Goulet attended his first meeting.
	
	

	Approval of Prior Meeting Minutes
	Minutes from the 09/12/19 meeting were reviewed and approved.
	Completed
	Joanna Fortna
	

	DMH Updates
	· DMH and Mass Rehab Commission (MRC) are partnering on a new endeavor to provide employment opportunities for individuals served by ACCS.  MRC has hired a new vocational counselor to work specifically with ACCS and these individuals.
· Ongoing concerns/discussion regarding the housing crisis.  Erika provided comparisons of Average Median Income (AMI) for Andover $140K, No. Andover $105K, and Lawrence $37K and noted the struggles this causes for affordable housing for families in this area on a fixed income.  

· Erika reported there was a meeting held today.  She reports she is currently working with 184 individuals that are not able to be housed through CTI due to the ongoing housing crisis.

· Steve asked Erika if there are any upcoming projects/grants that DMH may be able to provide funding and Erika suggested that he reach out to Jessica at LCW regarding potential opportunities.
· Erika spoke about student housing for NECC and spoke about the need for more.  Joanna plans to reach out to Gabriel and Janelle regarding this issue.

· Steve noted that the Area has secured funding to develop specialized residential housing to discharge patients back to the community.

· Steve mentioned a building in Haverhill that is being renovated and will have 15 units.  Vinfen is working with the landlord in an attempt to secure housing for some folks.
	Joanna mentioned the possibility of reaching out to the Area Board, Larry Singlais, as he attended our meeting some time ago and the focus was on funding for housing.  Joanna would like to outreach again to try to open more opportunities.
Joanna and other members thanked Erika and noted their appreciation for the information and guidance that Kathy and Erika have provided to the Board regarding housing resources and ongoing issues.  Joanna mentioned how much the group has flourished with the energy that new members have brought to the table.
	Steven Noroian
	

	NAMI Updates
	· Bernie provided a handout he developed regarding resources.  He utilizes this handout when fielding calls for NAMI.
· Bernie recently attended a NAMI convention where they had a DMH housing session.

· There will be a panel discussion on 11/19 for Mental Health Awareness day.  Will provide the NAMI handout.
	Discussion regarding translating this document into Spanish.
	
	

	Community Conversations Event Debriefing
	· Joanna would like to send a letter to Karen Hruska on behalf of the Board thanking her for her efforts to organize and coordinate this event.

· Nobody utilized the headsets for Spanish translation.  Erika said she heard feedback from other providers stating they weren’t aware ahead of time otherwise they would have brought their clients. Everyone agreed that even though funds were allocated and not used, it was beneficial as part of the learning process for future events.  
· Discussion noting that the Latino population may be more receptive to events in their own community and the need to be more intentional when outreaching regarding events.
· The suggestion was made to conduct smaller scale events more consistently. It was discussed to see if NAMI is able to do a version on “In Our Own Voice” in Spanish for the Lawrence community.

· Erika mentioned that due to the upcoming Mayoral race, there may be funding available for events/grants.
	· The recommendation was made to note “Spanish Translation Provided” on the flyer for any future events. 
· Will consider Lawrence Public Library, Lawrence Senior Center, and the NECC Dimitry Building for future events.

· Would need to secure a venue for this event.  Bernie will do some research to see if this is available.  NAMI would pay the stipend for the speakers.
	
	

	Other Business
	· Bernie Gallant mentioned at our September meeting that he fields calls all the time through NAMI looking for resources but sometimes isn’t sure how to direct them.  Bernie and Erika suggested dedicating a meeting to discuss community resources.
· Ruth mentioned that she recently assisted someone to navigate the court system and praised John (??), the court clinician in Newburyport, for his expertise and assistance with the situation.
	The suggestion was made to use the December meeting for this forum and invite additional attendees from the community to participate and gather information.
	
	

	ADJOURNMENT/

NEXT MEETING
	Committee meets the 2nd Thursday of each month.

	The next meeting is scheduled for Thursday, December 12, 2019 from 5:00 to 6:30 p.m.
	 
	.  


DMH staff: Minutes should be emailed to DMH-DL – Open Meeting Notices after they are approved by the Public Body.

