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Representative Sample Program Design 

Revised – December 1, 2017 

This document was issued originally by the Department of Public Health (DPH). As part of the transfer of the medical-use of 

marijuana program on or before December 31, 2018, the Commission adopted this document. We suggest that before you rely on 

the contents of this document, you check the applicable medical-use marijuana laws, which include M.G.L. c. 94I and 935 CMR 

501.000, as they may provide or clarify the legal requirements related to this document. We also suggest that you periodically 

check for revisions to this document. Questions with regards to this document may be directed to 

CannabisCommission@Mass.gov. 

Sources: USP Chapter <561> (Undated) and Codex Alimentarius Commission (1999) 

Homogeneity 

Mass of 
Production 
Batch (kg) 

Minimum Number of 
Samples/subsamples 

Collection Method 

Production batch can 
be homogenized or 
assumed to be well 
mixed or homogenous 

Any 
production 
batch mass 1 sample 

Mix product 

Withdraw amount 
sufficient for evaluation 
Submit to laboratory for 
analysis 

Production batch 
cannot be homogenized 
or is of unknown 
homogeneity 

≤1 3 subsamples 
Mix product to degree 
possible 
Withdraw subsamples 
from different areas 
(such as lower, middle, 
and upper portions of 
container) 
Composite subsamples, 
if possible, to amount 
sufficient for evaluation 
Submit to laboratory for 
analysis 

1-5 5 subsamples 

≥5 10 subsamples 

Please note that these Protocols are continually evaluated and revised based upon new scientific and industry information. 

mailto:CannabisCommission@Mass.gov



