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The Honorable John Kelly

Secretary of Homeland Security

U.S. Department of Homeland Security
3801 Nebraska Avenue, NW
Washington, DC 20528

Re:  Extending Temporary Protected Status for Haitian Nationals

Dear Secretary Kelly:

We write to urge you to exercise your authority under Section 244 of the Immigration
and Nationality Act (8 U.S.C. § 1254a) to extend Temporary Protected Status (TPS) to Haitian
nationals before the current grant expires on July 22, 2017. Under INA section 244(b)(3)(A), 8
U.S.C. § 1254a(b)(3)(A), you are required to make a determination about whether the conditions
for continued TPS designation are met at least 60 days prior to the current expiration date. With
that deadline quickly approaching, we request you find the criteria for TPS designation continues
to be met.

As state elected officials, we have a special responsibility to ensure the safety and
security of all residents. We write on the behalf of the approximately 4,300! Haitians in our
region who are left in limbo and who want to remain legally in the United States while their
home country continues to rebuild. The conditions that prompted the Department of Homeland
Security (DHS) to extend TPS to Haitians after the 2010 earthquake have not been resolved and
in many cases, have been exacerbated. Haitians with TPS cannot safely return home to a country
in the midst of ongoing environmental and public health crises. Among other things, there are
significant and continuing housing and food shortages in their home country. Simply put, Haiti
does not have the infrastructure or resources to absorb or support the returning population.

In 2010, Haiti experienced the worst geological catastrophe in its modern history,? from
which it has never fully recovered. The January 2010 earthquake took over 200,000 lives, and

! “Economic Contributions by Salvadoran, Honduran, and Haitian TPS Holders: The Cost to Taxpayers, GDP, and
Businesses of Ending TPS,” Baran, Magaiia-Salgado, and Wong, Immigrant Legal Resources Center, Policy Report,
April 2017, https://www.ilrc.org/sites/default/files/resources/2017-04-

18 economic_contributions by salvadoran honduran and haitian tps_holders.pdf.

2 Overview of the 2010 Haiti Earthquake, DeRoches, Comerio, Eberhard, Mooney, and Rix, Earthquake Spectra,
Volume 27, No. S1, pages S1-S21, October 2011 https://escweb.wr.usgs.gov/share/mooney/142.pdf.
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