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SOUTHCOAST RAIL MARKS FIRST YEAR OF CONSTRUCTION

Just 15 months after the first construction contract
award on Phase 1 of South Coast Rail (SCR), there is
great progress along the rights-of-way (ROWs) that
will carry riders in late 2023. Construction began on
the Fall River Secondary in June 2020 and on the New
Bedford Main Line/Middleborough Secondary in
October 2020. Construction activity is visible in every
city and town along the ROW. Station foundations are
being constructed, utilities installed, and new ballast,
ties and rails put in place. Phase 1 will provide riders
with a one-seat trip between Boston and Taunton,

Fall River and New Bedford for the first time since the
late-1950s.

The construction numbers are impressive: 32%

of the rail has been replaced or upgraded on the
Fall River line, and 9% on the New Bedford Main
Line/Middleborough Secondary. Sheeting and pile
walls are being installed, with more than 10,000
linear feet on Fall River and 3,900 on New Bedford/
Middleborough. More than 175 workers are working
at sites along the right-of-way (ROW). Bridges and
culverts are being replaced and grade crossings
upgraded.

Preparing the site of Freetown Station

SOUTH COAST RAIL

While building a railroad is a linear project, the work
is taking place in multiple locations. Because the Fall
River Secondary work began first, construction at the
Freetown and Fall River Depot Stations is starting

to reveal the elements that will serve the stations:
footings, station platform foundations, walls and
bridges and culverts are visible. The layover site at
Weaver's Cove is being reshaped to host six tracks
for overnight storage and a crew building. Replacing
the Assonet River Railroad Bridge is a tale of its
own: see the feature article and photos on page 3.
Our team designed a way to replace the bridge over
the Assonet River in the middle of a forest. Our
contractor executed the replacement during a period
of unusually high river levels.

In Middleborough, our contractor has built new
sidings and work is well underway on the new
Middleborough Station. Heading south, the MBTA is
coordinating work on the East Taunton Station and
railroad bridges and coordinating with MassDOT's
Route 24/140 Interchange Improvement Project,
which will enhance traffic flow in the area. Site
clearing is completed at New Bedford’s Church Street
Station. Work on the New Bedford Station will ramp
up this fall. Material and soil deliveries are taking
place at the stations and at the Wamsutta Layover
site. Our contractor is installing steel sheeting walls
and soldier pile with precast panel walls to retain
earth along the ROW.

The Phase 1 signal system includes purchasing and
installing communications and signal cable and
equipment for the entire ROW, and incorporation of
Positive Train Control (PTC), a system that improves
train safety. The scope provides for testing and
commissioning the entire new Phase 1 system to
ready it for passenger service.
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What to Know about Construction:
Typical hours of construction are Monday-Friday, 7:00 AM to 7:00 PM or until dark

The exception is for track outages: these are 24-hour day work periods usually over 4-5 days; communities
will be notified in advance of these events

Construction pest and rodent management are required and ongoing
Dust control and management are required and monitored
All contractors and site personnel are complying with health and safety regulations regarding COVID-19

You can visit the project website and sign up for weekly updates and project information at

Construction Questions

To report a construction-related issue on the South Coast Rail project, call the hotline at 617-222-4099. It will be an-
swered Monday-Friday, between 7:00 AM and 3:30 PM (except holidays). All voicemails left outside of these hours
will be received on the following 7:00 AM to 3:30 PM weekday shift. We will respond to all complaints.

The SCR team is available to talk with or meet with residents, businesses and elected officials during construction
to discuss issues and update stakeholders. Write us at
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https://www.mass.gov/lists/south-coast-rail-documents-and-meeting-materials#spring-2021-fact-sheet-
https://www.mass.gov/lists/south-coast-rail-documents-and-meeting-materials#spring-2021-fact-sheet-
http://www.mass.gov/southcoastrail
mailto:SouthCoastRail@dot.state.ma.us

www.mass.gov/southcoastrail

Keeping Everyone Safe

The rail lines — called the right-of-way (ROW) —

that will carry trains to Taunton, Fall River and

New Bedford have been unused or carrying only
slow-moving freight trains for more than 60 years.
Unfortunately, people have gotten into the habit of
walking their dogs, riding bicycles or running along
the tracks. No one should ever walk on or along the
tracks or cross the tracks. This warning has become
even more important now that the ROW is an active
construction site on MBTA property. There is no
safe place on the ROW except in a train or using a
designated public crossing. This includes bicycling
or operating an all-terrain vehicle on or near the
tracks.

The MBTA will be providing safety training to every
community in the runup to revenue service in 2023,
but the rules of safety apply every day. The MBTA will
undertake a railway safety program for all corridor
communities. The MBTA is dedicated to increasing
visibility and awareness about rail safety. The

MBTA will be bringing information to the region to
reinforce its safety message.
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https://www.mbta.com/projects/south-coast-rail/update/new-assonet-river-bridge-installed
https://www.mbta.com/projects/south-coast-rail/update/new-assonet-river-bridge-installed

Contact Us
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