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February 3, 2021
Via WebEx from 239 Causeway Street
Boston, Massachusetts 02114

AGENDA 

If you need reasonable accommodations in order to participate in the meeting, contact the DPH ADA Coordinator Yulanda Kiner, Phone: 617-624-5848 in advance of the meeting. While the Board will do its best to accommodate you, certain accommodations may require distinctive requests or the hiring of outside contractors and may not be available if requested immediately before the meeting.  

General Session is open to the public and may be viewed and/or heard via WebEx.

WebEx Information: If at all possible, please call the Board at (617) 973-0970 at least 24 hours before the meeting to request an email invitation to attend this meeting by video conference. The invitation will contain a direct link to the meeting.

You may also obtain video and audio access to all sessions of the meeting open to the public through the following link:   

You may also obtain video and audio access to all sessions of the meeting open to the public through the following link:   


https://statema.webex.com/statema/j.php?MTID=m61556ba11f7f510dbf2174141ad572d8
Call-in number for audio-only attendance: 1- (866) 692-3580 (toll free) only if you have no access to video conference.
Access Code: 178 022 7827

Attendee ID: #
	Time
	#
	Item
	Exhibits
	Contact

	9:00 a.m.
	I
	CALL TO ORDER, DETERMINATION OF QUORUM, AND  

APPROVAL OF AGENDA
	
	

	9:02
	II
	EXECUTIVE SESSION (closed to the public)

The Board will meet in Executive Session as authorized pursuant to M.G.L. c. 30A, § 21(a)(1) for the purposes of discussing the reputation, character, physical condition or mental health, rather than professional competence, of an individual, or to discuss the discipline or dismissal of, or complaints or charges brought against an individual.
Specifically, the Board will discuss and evaluate a petition for license reinstatement.

Specifically, the Board will discuss and evaluate pending disciplinary complaints that involve patient records and treatment of patients.


	
	

	10:30
	III
	M.G.L. c.112, §65C SESSION (closed to the public)
	
	

	11:30
	
	LUNCH RECESS
	
	

	12:15pm
	IV
	COMPLAINT RESOLUTION: PENDING BOARD MATTERS
1. DEN-2019-0032: Dr. Vincent Mariano

2. SA-INV-15615: Dr. Stephen Rellas

3. DEN-2020-0067: Dr. Julia Faigel

4. DEN-2020-0002: Saida Medina, RDA

5. DEN-2020-0003: Dr. Manik Razdan

6. DEN-2019-0170: Natalia Gagnoc-Sulc, RDA

7. DEN-2019-0171: Dr. Jean Nordin-Evans

8. DEN-2020-0019: Dr. Jean Nordin-Evans

9. DEN-2020-0018: Jessica Ferris, RDA

10. DEN-2019-0153: Dr. Robert Perry, Jr.

11. DEN-2019-0148: Sandra Barros, RDA

12. DEN-2019-0169: Jessica Acosta, RDA

	Investigation Reports, Memos, Attachments
	D El-Majdoubi

J Bueno



	1:00
	V
	ADMINISTRATIVE MATTERS

1. Report: Pending Investigation Statistics

2. Board Member Participation as Regional Board Examiners

3. Review of General Session Minutes of January 6, 2021


	
	L DiFabio

M Scialabba

B Young

	1:15
	VI
	PROBATION MATTERS

1. Review of Compliance: DEN-2018-0123: Wendy Stengl,RDA

2. Review of Compliance: DEN-2019-0099: Megan Tangaro, RDA

3. Probation Monthly Report 
     
	
	K Fishman

	1:30
	
	FLEX SESSION
	
	

	1:40
	VII
	SANCTION HEARING
         DEN-2017-0058, et al.: Dr. Richard Blasé 
	
	S Leadholm

	2:00
	VIII
	ADJUDICATORY SESSION (closed to the public)
	
	

	2:30
	
	ADJOURNMENT
	
	


MASSACHUSETTS BOARD OF REGISTRATION IN DENTISTRY

239 Causeway Street, Boston, MA  02114

Room 417

GENERAL SESSION MINUTES 
February 3, 2021
Present:  Dr. Michael Scialabba, Board Chair; Dr. Stephen DuLong; Dr. Thomas Trowbridge; Dr. Patricia Wu; Dr. Seema Jacob; Dr. Richard T. Miller; Ms. Jacyn Stultz, RDH
Absent:  Ms. Ailish Wilkie, Board Secretary; Ms. Stacy Haluch, RDH

Guests present:  Dr. David Perkins on behalf of the CDCA/ADEX
Board Staff Present: Barbara A. Young, RDH, Executive Director; Jeffrey Mills, Asst. Executive Director; Samuel Leadholm, Esq., Board Counsel; Dr. Liliana DiFabio, Supervisor of Investigations; OPP Investigators Deborah El-Majdoubi, Jaris Bueno and Sarah Millar;  Probation Department Coordinator Karen Fishman

Before the meeting officially began Board Chair Dr. Michael Scialabba welcomed the newest Board Member Dr. Richard T. Miller to the Board and invited Dr. Miller to introduce himself to his fellow Board members.  Dr. Miller stated he is a 2003 graduate of the Tufts Univ. School of Dental Medicine and opened his first dental practice in 2007.  Dr. Miller thanked everyone and said he’s looking forward to the opportunity to work with his fellow Board members.
	Motion:
	At 9:00 a.m., to adopt the proposed agenda for today’s meeting



	Motion Made By:
	Dr. Stephen DuLong

	Second:
	Dr. Thomas Trowbridge

	Vote:
	Unanimous





At 9:02 a.m., Dr. Scialabba announced that the Board will meet in a closed session, then a closed M.G.L. c. 112, s. 65C session and then a closed Adjudicatory Session as authorized for the purpose of discussing the reputation, character, physical condition or mental health, rather than the professional competence, of an individual, or to discuss the discipline or dismissal of, or complaints or charges brought against, a public officer, employee, staff member or individual.  
Specifically, the Board will first meet in Executive Session and will discuss and evaluate the Good Moral Character as required for registration of pending applicant(s) for licensure. Additionally, the Board will discuss and evaluate pending disciplinary complaints that involve patient records and the treatment of patients.  The Executive Session is closed to members of the public, except as provided for in M.G.L. c. 30A, §21(a)(1).  At the conclusion of the Executive Session, and the s. 65C Session, the Board will return to its general session before entering an Adjudicatory Session and then returning to its general session to adjourn the meeting.  
	Motion:
	At 9: 03 a.m., to enter an Executive Session pursuant to 

M.G.L. c. 30A, §21(a)(1)

 

	Motion Made By:
	Ms. Jacyn Stultz

	Second:
	Dr. Stephen DuLong

	Vote:
	In Favor:  Dr. Michael Scialabba, Dr. Stephen DuLong; Dr. Thomas Trowbridge, Dr. Patricia Wu, Dr. Seema Jacob, Dr. Richard T. Miller, Ms. Jacyn Stultz
Opposed:  None

Abstain:  None



The Board took its morning recess at 10:35 a.m. and resumed its meeting at 10:41 a.m.
	Motion:
	At 10:42 a.m., to enter a M.G.L. c. 112, §65C Session

 

	Motion Made By:
	Dr. Stephen DuLong

	Second:
	Dr. Seema Jacob

	Vote:
	In Favor:  Dr. Michael Scialabba, Dr. Stephen DuLong; Dr. Thomas Trowbridge, Dr. Patricia Wu, Dr. Seema Jacob, Dr. Richard T. Miller, Ms. Jacyn Stultz

Opposed:  None

Abstain:  None



The Board recessed for lunch at 11:31 a.m. and resumed its meeting at 12:16 p.m.

Complaint Resolution – Investigator Deborah El-Majdoubi
--In the Matter of DEN-2019-0032: Dr. Vincent Mariano
The licensee was not present for the discussion and vote of the Board on this matter.  

	Issue:
	Employment of an unlicensed dental assistant 


	Materials Reviewed:
	Investigative report with attachments

	Discussion: 
	Ms. El-Majdoubi informed the Board the licensee allegedly employed a dental assistant who practiced o an expired license but the licensee denies that allegation noting the dental assistant had left the state for part of the period in question.  Further, Ms. El-Majdoubi noted the licensee claims the dental assistant only worked in his lab and noted the complaint against the dental assistant was previously dismissed by the Board.


	Motion:
	To dismiss the complaint 

	Motion Made By:
	Ms. Jacyn Stultz

	Second:
	Dr. Stephen DuLong

	Vote:
	In Favor:  Dr. Michael Scialabba, Dr. Stephen DuLong; Dr. Thomas Trowbridge, Dr. Patricia Wu, Dr. Seema Jacob, Dr. Richard T. Miller, Ms. Jacyn Stultz

Opposed:  None

Abstain:  None



Complaint Resolution – Investigator Deborah El-Majdoubi
--In the Matter of SA-INV-15615: Dr. Stephen Rellas
The licensee was not present for the discussion and vote of the Board on this matter.  

	Issue:
	Failure to maintain current MCSR; CEU violations


	Materials Reviewed:
	Investigative report with attachments

	Discussion: 
	Ms. El-Majdoubi informed the Board the licensee’s MCSR has expired and noted the licensee claims to have retired so he felt he did not need to provide any CEU certificates.  Ms. El-Majdoubi noted the licensee has not yet renewed his dental license.  


	Motion:
	To open a formal complaint as possible evidence of violation found on the grounds of CEU non-compliance and failure to maintain a valid MCSR


	Motion Made By:
	Dr. Stephen DuLong

	Second:
	Dr. Thomas Trowbridge

	Vote:
	In Favor:  Dr. Michael Scialabba, Dr. Stephen DuLong; Dr. Thomas Trowbridge, Dr. Patricia Wu, Dr. Seema Jacob, Dr. Richard T. Miller, Ms. Jacyn Stultz

Opposed:  None

Abstain:  None



Complaint Resolution – Investigator Jaris Bueno
--In the Matter of DEN-2020-0067: Dr. Julia Faigel
Dr. Seema Jacob recused herself from the discussion and vote of the Board on DEN-2020-0067: Dr. Julia Faigel.

The licensee was not present for the discussion and vote of the Board on this matter.  

	Issue:
	Employment of an unlicensed dental assistant


	Materials Reviewed:
	Investigative report with attachments

	Discussion: 
	Ms. Bueno informed the Board the licensee employed a dental assistant who did not obtain a license until 12/2/19.  Ms. Young asked when that dental assistant began working for the licensee; Ms. Bueno replied on 3/11/19.  Atty. Leadholm asked if the dental assistant continued to work for the licensee after submitting an application for a dental assistant license; Ms. Bueno replied she did not know.


	Motion:
	To offer a Consent Agreement for Stayed Probation for 6 Months to include the completion of  the following remedial coursework:

· 3 Hours:  Risk management

If this agreement is not accepted by the licensee, the matter will be referred to prosecution.



	Motion Made By:
	Dr. Stephen DuLong

	Second:
	Dr. Thomas Trowbridge

	Vote:
	In Favor:  Dr. Michael Scialabba, Dr. Stephen DuLong; Dr. Thomas Trowbridge, Dr. Patricia Wu, Dr. Richard T. Miller, Ms. Jacyn Stultz

Opposed:  None

Abstain:  None



Complaint Resolution – Investigator Jaris Bueno
--In the Matter of DEN-2020-0002: Saida Medina, RDA
Dr. Seema Jacob recused herself from the discussion and vote of the Board on DEN-2020-0002: Saida Medina, RDA.

The licensee was not present for the discussion and vote of the Board on this matter.  

	Issue:
	Practicing dental assisting without a license


	Materials Reviewed:
	Investigative report with attachments

	Discussion: 
	Ms. Bueno informed the Board this is the dental assistant employed by Dr. Julia Faigel from 3/11/19 to 12/2/19 without first obtaining a dental assistant license.  


	Motion:
	To offer a Consent Agreement for Stayed Probation for 6 Months to include the completion of  the following remedial coursework:

· 3 Hours:  Risk management

If this agreement is not accepted by the licensee, the matter will be referred to prosecution.



	Motion Made By:
	Dr. Thomas Trowbridge

	Second:
	Dr. Michael Scialabba

	Vote:
	In Favor:  Dr. Michael Scialabba, Dr. Stephen DuLong; Dr. Thomas Trowbridge, Dr. Patricia Wu, Dr. Richard T. Miller, Ms. Jacyn Stultz

Opposed:  None

Abstain:  None 



Complaint Resolution – Investigator Jaris Bueno
--In the Matter of DEN-2020-0003: Dr. Manik Razdan
Dr. Seema Jacob recused herself from the discussion and vote of the Board on DEN-2020-0003: Dr. Manik Razdan.
The licensee was not present for the discussion and vote of the Board on this matter.  

	Issue:
	Business practice issues; CEU non-compliance


	Materials Reviewed:
	Investigative report with attachments

	Discussion: 
	Ms. Bueno informed the Board this licensee is an associate dentist employed by Dr. Julia Faigel and who provided a letter of recommendation on behalf of Saida Medina’s for submission with her application for a dental assistant license; that letter stated Ms. Medina had been practicing as a dental assistant at their offices since March 2019.   

	
	Ms. Bueno also noted the licensee was short 15 CEUs for the 2016-2018 licensure cycle.  Ms. Stultz asked if this licensee was the dental director; Ms. Bueno replied he is not noting Dr. Faigel says she is the owner and clinical director for all 18 practices she owns.  Atty. Leadholm asked if the licensee made up his deficient CEUs; Ms. Bueno replied he only made up 5 CEUs and is still short 10 CEUs for the 2016-2018 licensure cycle.



	Motion:
	To offer a Consent Agreement for Stayed Probation for 6 Months to include the following condition:

· Completion of 10 CEUs for the 2016-2018 licensure cycle

If this agreement is not accepted by the licensee, the matter will be referred to prosecution.



	Motion Made By:
	Ms. Jacyn Stultz

	Second:
	Dr. Thomas Trowbridge

	Vote:
	In Favor:  Dr. Michael Scialabba, Dr. Stephen DuLong; Dr. Thomas Trowbridge, Dr. Patricia Wu, Dr. Richard T. Miller, Ms. Jacyn Stultz

Opposed:  None

Abstain:  None 



Complaint Resolution – Investigator Jaris Bueno
--In the Matter of DEN-2019-0170: Natalia Gagnoc-Sulc, RDA
The licensee was not present for the discussion and vote of the Board on this matter.
	Issue:
	Unlicensed practice by a dental assistant


	Materials Reviewed:
	Investigative report with attachments



	Discussion: 
	Ms. Bueno informed the Board this dental assistant practiced without a valid license from 12/18/17 to 9/9/19 when her application for a license was approved and her license was issued.  Ms. Bueno noted the licensee submitted her application for a license on 8/30/19 but denies practicing without a license claiming she only worked as a lab tech.  But Ms. Bueno explained the licensee’s dental employer has stated the licensee worked as a dental assistant until June 2019.

 

	Motion:
	To offer a Consent Agreement for Stayed Probation for 6 Months to include the completion of  the following remedial coursework:

· 3 Hours:  Risk management

If this agreement is not accepted by the licensee, the matter will be referred to prosecution.



	Motion Made By:
	Ms. Jacyn Stultz

	Second:
	Dr. Thomas Trowbridge

	Vote:
	In Favor:  Dr. Michael Scialabba, Dr. Stephen DuLong; Dr. Thomas Trowbridge, Dr. Patricia Wu, Dr. Richard T. Miller, Dr. Seema Jacob, Ms. Jacyn Stultz

Opposed:  None

Abstain:  None 



Complaint Resolution – Investigator Jaris Bueno
--In the Matter of DEN-2019-0171: Dr. Jean Nordin-Evans
The licensee was not present for the discussion and vote of the Board on this matter.

	Issue:
	Employment of an unlicensed dental assistant


	Materials Reviewed:
	Investigative report with attachments



	Discussion: 
	Ms. Bueno noted this licensee employed Natalia Gagnoc-Sulc as a dental assistant and admitted Ms. Gagnoc-Sulc practiced without a valid license.  Ms. Bueno also noted the licensee claimed she completed an acceptable course on safe and effective opioid prescribing/pain mgmt. in 2016 but could not find her course certificate so the licensee completed the course again in Oct. 2020.




Complaint Resolution – Investigator Jaris Bueno
--In the Matter of DEN-2020-0019: Dr. Jean Nordin-Evans
The licensee was not present for the discussion and vote of the Board on this matter.  

	Issue:
	Employment of an unlicensed dental assistant


	Materials Reviewed:
	Investigative report with attachments

	Discussion: 
	Ms. Bueno noted this licensee employed a second dental assistant from June 2018 to January 2020 without the dental assistant first obtaining a license.  
Ms. Young asked when the licensee was notified of the previous complaint; Ms. Bueno replied in January 2019 after she had employed the second dental assistant.



	Motion:
	To join DEN-2019-0171 and DEN-2020-0019

	Motion Made By:
	Ms. Jacyn Stultz

	Second:
	Dr. Patricia Wu

	Vote:
	In Favor:  Dr. Michael Scialabba, Dr. Stephen DuLong; Dr. Thomas Trowbridge, Dr. Patricia Wu, Dr. Richard T. Miller, Dr. Seema Jacob, Ms. Jacyn Stultz

Opposed:  None

Abstain:  None 


	Motion:
	To offer a Consent Agreement for Stayed Probation for 6 Months to include the completion of  the following remedial coursework:

· 3 Hours:  Risk management

If this agreement is not accepted by the licensee, the matter will be referred to prosecution.



	Motion Made By:
	Ms. Jacyn Stultz

	Second:
	Dr. Stephen DuLong

	Vote:
	In Favor:  Dr. Michael Scialabba, Dr. Stephen DuLong; Dr. Thomas Trowbridge, Dr. Patricia Wu, Dr. Richard T. Miller, Dr. Seema Jacob, Ms. Jacyn Stultz

Opposed:  None

Abstain:  None 



Complaint Resolution – Investigator Jaris Bueno
--In the Matter of DEN-2020-0018: Jessica Ferris, RDA

The licensee was not present for the discussion and vote of the Board on this matter.  

	Issue:
	Unlicensed practice by a dental assistant



	Materials Reviewed:
	Investigative report with attachments

	Discussion: 
	Ms. Bueno informed the Board this licensee is the second dental assistant employed by Dr. Jean Nordin-Evans without first obtaining a license.


	Motion:
	To offer a Consent Agreement for Stayed Probation for 6 Months to include the completion of  the following remedial coursework:

· 3 Hours:  Risk management

If this agreement is not accepted by the licensee, the matter will be referred to prosecution.



	Motion Made By:
	Ms. Jacyn Stultz

	Second:
	Dr. Michael Scialabba

	Vote:
	In Favor:  Dr. Michael Scialabba, Dr. Stephen DuLong; Dr. Thomas Trowbridge, Dr. Patricia Wu, Dr. Richard T. Miller, Dr. Seema Jacob, Ms. Jacyn Stultz

Opposed:  None

Abstain:  None 



Complaint Resolution – Investigator Jaris Bueno
--In the Matter of DEN-2019-0153: Dr. Robert Perry, Jr.
The licensee was not present for the discussion and vote of the Board on this matter.  

	Issue:
	Employment of an unlicensed dental assistant: CEU violations


	Materials Reviewed:
	Investigative report with attachments

	Discussion: 
	Ms. Bueno informed the Board this licensee employed a dental assistant from 11/1/17 to 7/18/19 who practiced on an expired license.  Ms. Bueno also noted the licensee failed to complete the mandatory infection control course in two cycles and was short 9 “live” CEUs for the 2018-2020 licensure cycle.  
Ms. Stultz asked if the licensee completed all mandatory CEUs and Atty. Leadholm asked if the deficiency was cured by the licensee; Ms. Bueno replied it was.



	Motion:
	To offer a Consent Agreement for Stayed Probation for 6 Months to include the completion of  the following remedial coursework and conditions:

· 4 Hours:  Risk management

· 1 Hour:    Ethics

· Make up of 9 CEUs for the 2018-2020 licensure cycle
· Coursework must be completed through live, in person courses or through live, interactive online webinars.

If this agreement is not accepted by the licensee, the matter will be referred to prosecution.



	Motion Made By:
	Dr. Thomas Trowbridge

	Second:
	Dr. Michael Scialabba

	Vote:
	In Favor:  Dr. Michael Scialabba, Dr. Stephen DuLong; Dr. Thomas Trowbridge, Dr. Patricia Wu, Dr. Richard T. Miller, Dr. Seema Jacob, Ms. Jacyn Stultz

Opposed:  None

Abstain:  None 



Complaint Resolution – Investigator Jaris Bueno
--In the Matter of DEN-2019-0148: Sandra Barros, RDA
The licensee was not present for the discussion and vote of the Board on this matter.  

	Issue:
	Unlicensed practice by a dental assistant


	Materials Reviewed:
	Investigative report with attachments

	Discussion: 
	Ms. Bueno informed the Board this licensee is the dental assistant who practiced on an expired license and was employed by Dr. Robert Perry, Jr.  Ms. Bueno noted the licensee was short CEUs for the 2015-2017 and 2017-2019 licensure cycles but made up those CEUs by January 2020 when her expired license was reactivated.


	Motion:
	To offer a Consent Agreement for Probation for 6 Months to include the completion of  the following remedial coursework:

· 3 Hours:  Risk management
If this agreement is not accepted by the licensee, the matter will be referred to prosecution.



	Motion Made By:
	Ms. Jacyn Stultz

	Second:
	Dr. Stephen DuLong

	Vote:
	In Favor:  Dr. Michael Scialabba, Dr. Stephen DuLong; Dr. Thomas Trowbridge, Dr. Patricia Wu, Dr. Richard T. Miller, Dr. Seema Jacob, Ms. Jacyn Stultz

Opposed:  None

Abstain:  None 



Complaint Resolution – Investigator Jaris Bueno
--In the Matter of DEN-2019-0169: Jessica Acosta, RDA
The licensee was not present for the discussion and vote of the Board on this matter.  

	Issue:
	Unlicensed practice by a dental assistant


	Materials Reviewed:
	Investigative report with attachments

	Discussion: 
	Ms. Bueno informed the Board the licensee’s resume, submitted with her application to reactivate her expired license, indicates she practiced on an expired license but noted the resume is inaccurate as the licensee changed her resume to hide information from her new dental employer as she left her previous position on bad terms.  Ms. Bueno noted the licensee’s new dental employer and her former dental employer both state the licensee only worked at their front desks once her license expired.

Ms. Stultz asked if there was any evidence the licensee practiced on an expired license; Ms. Bueno replied there was no such evidence.  Dr. DuLong asked if the licensee completed any CEUs during the 2015-2017 licensure cycle; Ms. Bueno replied she did not.  Ms. Stultz asked if the licensee cured that deficiency; Ms. Bueno replied she did when she applied to reactivate her expired license..



	Motion:
	To dismiss the complaint with an advisory letter on the continuing education requirements


	Motion Made By:
	Ms. Jacyn Stultz

	Second:
	Dr. Thomas Trowbridge

	Vote:
	In Favor:  Dr. Michael Scialabba, Dr. Stephen DuLong; Dr. Thomas Trowbridge, Dr. Patricia Wu, Dr. Richard T. Miller, Dr. Seema Jacob, Ms. Jacyn Stultz

Opposed:  None

Abstain:  None 



Administrative Matters:
1.
Report on Pending Investigations – Dr. Liliana DiFabio

Dr. DiFabio informed the Board there are 536 pending cases as of today and the numbers of pending complaints has slightly improved from this time one year ago.  Dr. DiFabio noted much of the increase is due to the increase in the number of complaint for unlicensed practice by dental assistants.  Dr. DiFabio noted she is working with BHPL management on the issue of how to streamline the investigation of unlicensed practice cases.  Dr. DiFabio noted there are currently 243 formal complaints and 293 staff assignments pending.  Dr. Trowbridge asked how old the oldest cases are; Dr. DiFabio replied some cases from 2018 are ready to be reviewed by the Board during its March meeting.  Dr. Trowbridge asked if it would be advisable to reactivate the complaint committee; Dr. DiFabio replied it might be possible to move some of these cases along if the Board revises its requirements on proof of CEU compliance.  But Dr. Scialabba noted the issue of CEU compliance by licensees has created a backlog as licensees have failed to provide proof of their CEUs in a timely manner.  Ms. Young suggested setting a time limit for CEU compliance by licensees such as 30 days but Dr. Scialabba noted that licensees often rely on third parties to get copies of their CEU certificates and that could take time.  Ms. Young noted she will add this issue to the Board’s agenda for its March 2021 meeting.
2.
BORID Participation in Regional Exams

Dr. Scialabba noted he attended the CDCA meeting in January but noted very few other Board members participated in that meeting.  Dr. Scialabba noted that caucus member complained to him about the limited participation of Board members in these meetings and noted the next exam is scheduled for February 25/26, 2021 at the Harvard School of Dental Medicine.  Dr. Scialabba noted he and Dr. Mina Paul are scheduled to participate in that exam as examiners and suggested other Board members consider participating even if only as observers.

Dr. David Perkins, immediate past chair of the CDCA, also strongly encouraged Board members to participate but Dr. DuLong noted there is likely no problem with Board members participating in exams offered in Massachusetts but suggested traveling to other states will become much more difficult given the ongoing pandemic.  Dr. DuLong noted he has started the process of becoming an examiner for the exam to be offered at the TUSDM later this year.  


Ms. Young asked if the CDCA has difficulty staffing the exams; Dr. Perkins replied the CDCA has a large enough supply of examiners as they monitor each state’s requirements on travel, etc.  Dr. Trowbridge asked if specialists would be able to participate; Dr. Perkins replied that if the dentist has no restorative or periodontal experience then the dentist would likely be acceptable as a CFE (clinical floor examiner) to help with the general operation of the exam.  Ms. Stultz asked if any dental hygiene exams are offered at dental schools; Dr. Perkins replied generally they are not.  Dr. Perkins suggested the Board members review the CDCA website for info on the dental hygiene exams.  


3.
Review of the General Session Minutes of the Board Meeting on January 6, 2021
	Motion:
	To approve the General Session Minutes of the January 6, 2021, Board meeting



	Motion Made By:
	Dr. Stephen DuLong

	Second:
	Dr. Seema Jacob

	Vote: 
	In Favor:  Dr. Michael Scialabba, Dr. Stephen DuLong; Dr. Thomas Trowbridge, Dr. Patricia Wu, Dr. Seema Jacob, Ms. Jacyn Stultz

Opposed:  None

Abstain:  Dr. Richard T. Miller



Probation Matters: 


A.
Review of Compliance/Violation of Probation – Probation Dept. Coordinator Karen Fishman

--In the Matter of DEN-2018-0123: Wendy Stengl, RDA

The licensee was not present for the discussion of the Board on this matter.  

	Materials Reviewed:
	Summary of probation compliance with attachments



	Discussion: 
	Ms. Fishman informed the Board the licensee agreed to a consent agreement for stayed probation for six months in April 2020 to resolve a complaint of unlicensed practice but noted the licensee was not fully compliant with the terms of that consent agreement.  Ms. Fishman noted the licensee was to have submitted her answer sheet from the dental assistant ethics and jurisprudence exam by May 2020 but did not do so until June.  Ms. Fishman also noted she sent a notice of violation on 11/2/20 with an opportunity to cure to the licensee for failing to complete the coursework as stated in her consent agreement but the licensee failed to respond to that notice.  On 1/26/21 Ms. Fishman stated she sent an email to the licensee who responded by stating she thought she was done and had complied with the consent agreement but the licensee misunderstood what was required.  Further Ms. Fishman stated the licensee claims she no longer works as a dental assistant as she is enrolled in nursing school.  Ms. Fishman noted the licensee eventually decided to comply but submitted unacceptable coursework.  


	
	Ms. Fishman suggested the Board could sanction the licensee by changing her stayed probation to probation for six months with the same conditions or the Board could extend the licensee’s stayed probationary period.  Ms. Stultz asked Ms. Fishman if she thought the licensee would now comply; Ms. Fishman replied she believed the licensee would comply as the licensee realizes this issue may cause problems for her when she applies for her nursing license.



	Motion:
	To find the licensee in violation of her probationary terms and to extend the period of stayed probation for an additional three months with the same conditions as stated in the original consent agreement



	Motion Made By:
	Ms. Jacyn Stultz

	Second:
	Dr. Stephen DuLong

	Vote:
	In Favor:  Dr. Michael Scialabba, Dr. Stephen DuLong; Dr. Thomas Trowbridge, Dr. Patricia Wu, Dr. Richard T. Miller, Dr. Seema Jacob, Ms. Jacyn Stultz

Opposed:  None

Abstain:  None 



B.
Review of Compliance/Violation of Probation – Probation Dept. Coordinator Karen Fishman

--In the Matter of DEN-2019-0099: Megan Tangaro, RDA

The licensee was not present for the discussion of the Board on this matter.  

	Materials Reviewed:
	Summary of probation compliance with attachments



	Discussion: 
	Ms. Fishman informed the Board the licensee agreed to a consent agreement for stayed probation for six months in April 2020 to resolve a complaint of unlicensed practice but noted the licensee has yet to comply with any of the terms of that consent agreement.  Ms. Fishman noted the licensee did complete the dental assistant ethics and jurisprudence exam within 30 days as required but has yet to complete any CEUs.  Ms. Fishman noted she sent the licensee a notice of violation on 11/2/20 with an opportunity to cure but she never heard from the licensee until last night.  Ms. Fishman stated the licensee apologized and has asked for extra time to comply with the consent agreement.  


	Motion:
	To find the licensee in violation of her probationary terms and to extend the period of stayed probation for an additional three months with the same conditions as stated in the original consent agreement



	Motion Made By:
	Ms. Jacyn Stultz

	Second:
	Dr. Thomas Trowbridge

	Vote:
	In Favor:  Dr. Michael Scialabba, Dr. Stephen DuLong; Dr. Thomas Trowbridge, Dr. Patricia Wu, Dr. Richard T. Miller, Dr. Seema Jacob, Ms. Jacyn Stultz

Opposed:  None

Abstain:  None 



C.
Probation Dept. Monthly Report

Ms. Fishman submitted her monthly probation report for January 2021 and her updated end-of-year report for 2020.  Dr. Trowbridge asked if the opportunity to cure cases pile up at the end of the year; Ms. Fishman replied not generally noting 2020 was atypical.  .

Complaint Resolution (Sanction Hearing) – Board Counsel Samuel Leadholm and Prosecuting Attorney Eugene Langner

--In the Matter of DEN-2017-0058, et al: Dr. Richard Blasé 

The licensee, John McGuire, Jr., Esq. and Penelope Kathiwala, Esq. were present, via WebEx, for the discussion and vote of the Board on this matter.  



Atty. Leadholm explained the parameters of the discussion on these complaints noting the cases are scheduled today for a sanction hearing usually done after a motion for summary judgment or a stipulation by both parties has been accepted by the administrative hearing officer.  Atty. Leadholm noted this session is an opportunity for the licensee to present his reasons for mitigation and for the prosecuting attorney to present any aggravation factors.  Atty. Leadholm noted each side will be given 10 mins. to make their presentation to the Board.



Atty. Kathiwala noted the licensee was previously sanctioned by the Board in 2016 and had his license suspended for six months for record keeping issues and patient care issues for one patient.  Atty. Kathiwala noted the licensee was required to complete several items including having his office inspected and noted the licensee complied with all requirements and has changed the way his runs his dental practice.  Atty. Kathiwala noted the sanction included patient care issues for treatment provided by the licensee from 2015 and earlier.  Atty. Kathiwala noted the current complaint also involves the same time period and some of the allegations are similar to earlier complaints.  


Atty. McGuire noted all the recent complainants are related to each other and were long term patients of the licensee.  Atty. McGuire noted the licensee has been practicing for four years now without any new complaints suggesting the licensee’s practice has improved.  Atty. McGuire noted the Board offered the licensee a consent agreement for six months’ suspension with probation afterwards and a condition of monitored practice but that offer was rejected by the licensee.  Atty. McGuire suggested the Board accept a period of monitored probation with additional educational coursework noting the licensee did hire an expert who drafted a course for the licensee.  Dr. Trowbridge asked Atty. McGuire if he was suggesting a period of suspension in his written request but is now not suggesting a period of suspension; Atty. McGuire replied that is correct.



Atty. Langner stated the standards of care have not been altered by these complaints and are actionable by the Board.  Atty. Langner suggested a probationary period is not warranted but removal from practice with remediation is warranted.  Atty. Langner noted four of the complainants are from one family and the other two complainants are from a different family.  Atty. Langner noted one of the patient complainants asked to address the Board and offered to read that patient’s statement to the Board if the licensee does not object.  Atty. McGuire stated he does not object so Atty. Langner read the patient’s statement to the Board.  Atty. McGuire noted the other two patient complainants are in-laws to the other four patients.  Atty. McGuire stated the letter just read to the Board is incorrect as the licensee did not abandon his patients but rather was unable to treat those patients has his license had been suspended by the Board. 

Flex Session:
1.
Dr. Scialabba asked Dr. Miller if he’d like to say anything else to his fellow Board members but Dr. Miller did not have anything else to add.
2.
Dr. Trowbridge asked if the advisory letter on the MCSR issue and orthodontists had been drafted yet; Ms. Young replied she hasn’t had a chance to discuss this issue with Atty. Leadholm.  
3.
Dr. Trowbridge noted he was concerned with the continuing problem of unlicensed practice by dental assistants and asked how long the Board should accept this situation.  Atty. Leadholm suggested the Board consider enhancing the penalty on dental employers from the current stayed probation to a reprimand and that the Board set a deadline for when this policy would go into effect.  Ms. Young suggested DPH needs to implement the fines that the Board has already approved for unlicensed practice.  Ms. Stultz noted the Board has worked with the Mass. Dental Society and the schools to resolve this issue but feels the responsibility should fall on the dentists who employ these dental assistants.  Mr. Mills suggested the letter of intent option should be removed.  Ms. Young stated she will add this issue to the agenda for the Board meeting in March.
4.
Ms. Stultz noted the passing of former Board Member Dr. David Russell.
5.
Ms. Stultz noted erroneous information was posted by the Mass. Dental Society regarding licensure renewals and the CEU requirements for dental hygienists but Ms. Young noted she’s already contacted the MDS about their error and that they will correct the information immediately.  
	Motion:
	At 2:20 p.m., to enter an Adjudicatory Session

 

	Motion Made By:
	Dr. Stephen DuLong

	Second:
	Dr. Michael Scialabba

	Vote:
	In Favor:  Dr. Michael Scialabba, Dr. Stephen DuLong; Dr. Thomas Trowbridge, Dr. Patricia Wu, Dr. Seema Jacob, Dr. Richard T. Miller, Ms. Jacyn Stultz

Opposed:  None

Abstain:  None


	Motion:
	At 2:38 p.m. to adjourn the meeting



	Motion Made By:
	Dr. Stephen DuLong

	Second:
	Ms. Jacyn Stultz


	Vote:
	In Favor:  Dr. Michael Scialabba, Dr. Stephen DuLong; Dr. Thomas Trowbridge, Dr. Patricia Wu, Dr. Seema Jacob, Dr. Richard T. Miller, Ms. Jacyn Stultz

Opposed:  None

Abstain:  None



Respectfully submitted,

Barbara A. Young, RDH
Executive Director
Date:
March 1, 2021



MARYLOU SUDDERS


Secretary


MONICA BHAREL, MD, MPH Commissioner














CHARLES D. BAKER


Governor


KARYN E. POLITO


Lieutenant Governor
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