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FEMAGO



Building Resilient Infrastructure 
and Communities (BRIC)
• Hazard mitigation funding for states, tribal governments, and local 

communities/special district governments

• Initiated in 2020 (under the Disaster Recovery Reform Act)
• Establishes an annual national competitive award

• Qualitative and quantitative evaluation criteria
• Between $500 Million - $2 Billion in grant funding awarded annually
• Funds projects up to $50 Million (Federal Share)
• Projects can be up to 36 months - longer durations may be possible

• Announced by an Annual Notice of Funding Opportunity (NOFO)
• Statement of Interest due on November 20, 2023
• Subapplications due to MEMA January 8, 2024



BRIC Building Code Plus-Up 
State Allocation

• New in Fiscal Year 2023, to further demonstrate the 
importance of building codes, FEMA is setting aside an 
additional amount of funding dedicated to building codes 
FEMA is referring to as a plus-up

• BRIC will allow up to an additional $2 million per state 
and territory to be dedicated for building code activities 
($112 million total).

• In addition, BRIC will allow up to $25 million to be 
dedicated for building code activities for federally 
recognized tribes called the Tribal Building Codes Plus-Up.



Why 
Building 
Codes?



Eligible Building Code Activities

Adopt and/or implement codes, specifications, and/or standards 
that incorporate hazard-resistant designs and establish minimum 
acceptable criteria for the design, construction, and maintenance of 
residential and nonresidential structures

Enhance existing adopted codes, specifications, and/or 
standards to incorporate more current requirements or 
higher standards

Develop professional workforce capabilities through 
technical assistance and training that capitalize on the use 
of virtual/electronic submission methods

Building Resilient Infrastructure and Communities Building Code Activities (fema.gov)

https://www.fema.gov/sites/default/files/documents/fema_hma_bric-building-code-activities-psm_fy23.pdf


• Adopt, improve, or modify current or existing building energy and green codes 
that result in buildings that meet or exceed the energy performance thresholds 
and renewable generation requirements specified in the zero energy appendices 
of the IECC or IgCC

• Provide or pursue individual certification courses or training related to building 
codes for both the public and private sectors. Examples include building code 
inspections or plans reviewer, floodplain management, etc.

• Develop planning, training, and exercises for post-disaster building code 
enforcement through the International Code Council’s When Disaster Strike’s 
Institute training course

• Develop activities related to improving code enforcement (i.e., evaluate 
processes, implement an inspection program, improve BCEGS score, improve 
Community Rating System [CRS] rating)

• Develop or acquire software and hardware, as well as associated training, to 
assist with plan reviews, permitting, inspections, and records retention

• Purchase publications, or obtain digital license or printing permissions 
of publications, to support activities associated with building codes, 
specifications, and/or standards

Additional Bldg. Code Activities
(see FEMA PSM Document for full list)



FEMA Grant Outcomes (FEMA GO)

• FEMA GO Startup Guide
• fema-go_startup-guide.pdf

• Follow sub-application process
• FEMA GO Application and 

Subapplication Process 
Guide

• Sub-applications must be 
filed in FEMA Go with the 
legal name of the 
municipality (i.e. Town of x).

• The UEI registered name 
and address must match 
the legal name of the 
municipality.

• The UEI must be an Active 
Registration.

https://www.fema.gov/sites/default/files/documents/fema-go_startup-guide.pdf
https://www.fema.gov/sites/default/files/documents/fema_go-initiate-application-guide.pdf


Live Demo
FEMA GO subapplication development



Expected Project Cycle

Statement of Interest (SOI) Period (Building Code Activities) Deadline – December 18, 2023

Sub-applicant Register with FEMA GO ASAP

Federal Grant Application Period Opens October 16, 2023, to
January 8, 2024

Sub-application Final Submittal January 8, 2024

State Review Committee January to February 2024

Submittal to FEMA for National Competitive Review February 2024

Award Notification for FY23 Cycle Summer 2024

Project Initiation TBD: Starting Spring 2025



Contact MEMA

Shelly O'Toole
MEMA Regions 1 & 3
michelle.otoole@mass.gov
508-820-1443

David Woodbury
MEMA Regions 2 & 4
david.woodbury@mass.gov
508-820-2034

Michael Enko
MEMA Civil Engineer
michael.enko@mass.gov
508-820-1440

MEMA Hazard Mitigation Website

mailto:michelle.otoole@mass.gov
mailto:david.woodbury@mass.gov
mailto:michael.enko@mass.gov
https://www.mass.gov/hazard-mitigation-assistance-hma-grant-programs


Building 
Code 

Activities in 
FEMA GO: 
Summary 

Steps

• To begin a building code activity subapplication in FEMA GO, 
select the “Project” Subapplication Type.

• In the Scope of Work section, select “Codes and Standards” as 
the Primary Activity Type.

• Choose a Sub-Activity Type that best describes your building 
code activity.

• Select a Primary Community Lifeline; if applicable, select 
secondary and tertiary lifelines as well.

• Answer the following questions:
Question: “Are you doing construction during this project?”
• Please answer “No” for building code activities.
Question: “Please identify the entity that will perform any 
long-term maintenance and provide a maintenance plan, 
schedule and cost information. The subapplicant or owner of 
the area to be mitigated is responsible for maintenance 
(including costs of long-term care) after the project is 
completed.”
• To fully address this question, focus on describing how 

building codes will be enforced and updated.

• In the Additional Comments section, provide insight on how 
education and outreach will be used to facilitate the building 
code activity.

• In the Cost Effectiveness section, select “Not Applicable.”





Additional 
Resources

• Additional information related to the BRIC Program 
FEMA BRIC webpage

• Hazard Mitigation Assistance Mitigation Action 
Portfolio

• Additional Information about building codes can 
be found at the following sites:

• International Code Council Training Program
and Certifications

• U.S. Fire Administration Online Learning 
Opportunities

• FEMA Building Science Resources
• Building Code Adoption Playbook
• Building Codes Toolkit for Homeowners and 

Occupants
• For a list of many, but not necessarily all, 

consensus-based codes, please see Appendix A of 
Consensus-Based Codes and Standards V2.1 -
DRRA 1235(b)

• Building Resilient Infrastructure and Communities 
Building Code Activities (fema.gov)

https://www.fema.gov/grants/mitigation/building-resilient-infrastructure-communities
https://www.fema.gov/sites/default/files/documents/feam_fy21-bric-mitigation-action-portfolio.pdf
https://learn.iccsafe.org/ihtml/application/student/interface.icc2021/index.html
https://www.iccsafe.org/credentialing/
https://www.usfa.fema.gov/nfa/
https://www.fema.gov/emergency-managers/risk-management/building-science
https://www.fema.gov/sites/default/files/documents/fema_building-codes-adoption-playbook-for-authorities-having-jurisdiction.pdf
https://www.fema.gov/sites/default/files/documents/fema_building-codes-toolkit.pdf
https://www.fema.gov/sites/default/files/documents/fema_building-codes-toolkit.pdf
https://www.fema.gov/sites/default/files/2020-07/fema_DRRA-1235b-public-assistance-codes-standards-interim-policy.pdf?msclkid=0c354135b4e011ecbe78a6ee9133f3c3
https://www.fema.gov/sites/default/files/documents/fema_hma_bric-building-code-activities-psm_fy23.pdf








Massachusetts 
Building Code 
History

• Current Massachusetts 9th Edition 
Building Code based on 2015 IBC

• Massachusetts 10th Edition Building 
Code (to be released in 2024) based on 
2021 IBC

No Code. No Confidence – Federal Alliance for Safe Homes –
FLASH® (inspecttoprotect.org)

https://inspecttoprotect.org/
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