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April 21, 2026

Kerry Whelan
700 Congress Street, Suite 204
Quincy, MA 02169 

Via electronic mail: kerry@shields.com 

RE: Notice of Transfer of Site Application #26041717-TS
          

Dear Ms. Whelan, 
 
We are in receipt of the above-referenced Notice and its accompanying attachments, dated
April 17, 2026, wherein Shields Signature Imaging, LLC (Shields) provided notice to the Department of Public Health (the Department) in accordance with 105 CMR 100.745 for a proposed temporary transfer of site of one mobile positron emission tomography-computed tomography (PET-CT) unit from its licensed clinic (#4EFI) located at Signature Healthcare Brockton Hospital (Brockton Hospital), 680 Centre Street Brockton, MA, to another Department licensed clinic (#4354), Shields MRI Brockton located at 265 Westgate Drive, Brockton, MA, as described below. The proposed temporary transfer of site involves the relocation of one mobile PET-CT unit from its current location in Brockton, MA to the proposed location, four to five miles away, also in Brockton, MA. 

Shields has complied with the requirements of Notice and has provided information sufficient to allow the Department to make a finding that the proposed transaction will neither result in a Substantial Capital Expenditure nor Substantial Change in Service, and thus will not first require a Notice of Determination of Need (DoN).

Description
Shields Signature Imaging, LLC (Applicant) is a joint venture between Brockton Hospital and Shields Imaging Services, LLC (Shields). Shields manages numerous MRI and PET-CT facilities throughout New England, many of which are joint venture partnerships with community hospitals. Brockton Hospital is a high public payer (HPP) community hospital with 161 licensed medical/surgical (M/S) beds and 16 intensive care unit (ICU) beds. December 18, 2015, Shields Signature Imaging, LLC received DoN approval for a Substantial Change in Service. The Original DoN included, among other things, approval for the establishment of a part-time mobile PET-CT diagnostic imaging unit at Brockton Hospital, 680 Centre Street, Brockton, MA. 

April 6, 2026, a cybersecurity incident at Brockton Hospital rendered the Applicant's mobile PET-CT clinic inoperable. The Applicant states that the incident caused a shutdown of network-dependent services, impacting medical records, patient portals, and pharmacy services. Brockton Hospital is engaged in ongoing containment and restoration efforts, and was able to come off Code Black status on April 15, 2026. The Applicant states that Radiology continues to be impacted disproportionately by this incident as the hospital’s physicians need to be onsite to read images directly from the PET-CT machine. While this responsibility has been shared across the six physicians employed by Brockton Hospital during the emergency, it is not sustainable even as a temporary solution. The Applicant asserts that the inability to operate the clinic, even temporarily, will have a negative impact on oncology patients and clinicians who rely on this service to diagnose, stage and evaluate treatment efficacy. The Applicant states that without the proposed temporary transfer of site, there will be an absence of standard of care diagnostic imaging for oncology patients.

The Applicant asserts that the proposed temporary transfer of site will ensure continued community access to PET-CT imaging and that the inability to operate this clinic, even temporarily, will have a negative impact on public health. 

There is no capital expenditure associated with the proposed temporary transfer. The proposed location is fully equipped to receive the mobile PET-CT.


Findings: 
The Department finds that Shields Signature Imaging, LLC has provided the Department with the information required in 105 CMR 100.745(D). Based upon review of the Notice and supporting materials, the Department finds that this transaction does not require a DoN either as a Substantial Capital Expenditure or Substantial Change in Service, pursuant to 105 CMR 100.730. The Applicant has stated that the proposed Transfer of Site is temporary and the mobile PET-CT will be returned to its original location. The Applicant will provide written notification to the Department when the mobile PET-CT is returned to its original location. If the Applicant decides that the proposed transfer of site of the mobile PET-CT is to be made permanent, then the Applicant will be required to apply for DoN approval.

Sincerely

[image: Robert Goldstein digital signature]

Robbie Goldstein, MD, PhD 
Commissioner, Massachusetts Department of Public Health
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