) Animal Welfare Institute

(‘@ 900 Pennsylvania Avenue, SE, Washington, DC 20003

Mr. Daniel McKiernan

Director

The Commonwealth of Massachusetts Division of Marine Fisheries
251 Causeway Street, Suite 400

Boston, MA 02114

marine.fish@mass.gov

December 18, 2020
Dear Director McKiernan:

On behalf of the Animal Welfare Institute (AWI), | submit the following comments regarding the
proposed amendments to the Division of Marine Fisheries regulations at 322 CMR 6.00, 7.00, and 12.00
designed to reduce the risk of entangling, injuring, or killing critically endangered North Atlantic right
whales.

As you are aware, entanglement in fishing gear is the primary cause of significant injury and mortality to
North Atlantic right whales.! The annual documented rate of anthropogenic mortality and serious injury
—due to both entanglement in gear and ship strikes — has exceeded the population’s potential
biological removal level (PBR) since 1995. Deaths and serious injuries caused by entanglement have
been increasing since 2010.2 The North Atlantic right whale is now considered one of the most critically
endangered populations of large whales in the world, with the International Union for Conservation of
Nature (IUCN) characterizing the species as being “one step from extinction.”3

Scientists from the New England Aquarium recently released a new population estimate for North
Atlantic right whales, indicating that the population numbered only 356 by the close of 2019.4 Even
more concerning, these researchers believe that only some 70 breeding females remain in the

1Sharp, S. et al. (2019) Gross and histopathological diagnoses from North Atlantic right whale (Eubalaena glacialis) mortalities
between 2003 and 2018. Diseases of Aquatic Organisms; 135(1), pp. 1-31. doi:10.3354/dao03376 and Hayes, S. et al. (2019) US
Atlantic and Gulf of Mexico Marine Mammal Stock Assessments - 2018. Woods Hole, MA: NOAA Northeast Fisheries Science
Center. NOAA Tech Memo NMFS NE-245.

2 Thomas, P. (2019) Marine Mammal Commission letter to NOAA Assistant Administrator for Fisheries Chris Oliver. August 12,
2019.

3 JUCN (2020) Almost a third of lemurs and North Atlantic Right Whale now Critically Endangered - IUCN Red List. July 9, 2020.
Available at https://www.iucn.org/news/species/202007/almost-a-third-lemurs-and-north-atlantic-right-whale-now-critically-
endangered-iucn-red-list.

4 New England Aquarium (2020) Statement on North Atlantic right whale population estimate .October 29, 2020. Available at
https://www.neag.org/about-us/news-media/press-kit/press-releases/statement-on-north-atlantic-right-whale- population-
estimate/
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population and that low birth rates coupled with the number of whale deaths “means that there could
be no females left in the next 10 to 20 years.”®

It is clear that the North Atlantic right whale population cannot sustain any deaths or serious injuries if
the survival and ultimate recovery of the species is to be ensured. AWI is therefore appreciative of the
proactive efforts being made by the Division of Marine Fisheries to address this critical issue, although
we do have comments regarding certain elements of the proposal.

Proposed closures

AWI welcomes the DMF proposals to address right whale entanglement by means of time and area
closures; as noted by the Food and Agriculture Organization in its 2018 report on marine mammal
bycatch mitigation, “[flor the most endangered and vulnerable populations, time-area closures are
among the most preferred management measures because they remove fishing gear out of harm’s
way.”® We therefore support the proposed Commercial Trap Gear Closure (322 CMR 12.04, 12.08, and
12.11); the Gillnet Closure in Cape Cod Bay (322 CMR 12.04, 12.08, and 12.12); the Recreational Lobster
and Crab Trap Gear Haul-Out Season (322 CMR 6.02) and the Conch Pot Haul-Out Period (322 CMR
6.12).

Our organization is also fully supportive of the proposed Fixed Gear Closure Extensions (322 CMR 12.04).
We agree with the Director’s assessment that the ability to extend these closures is necessary if there is
a documented presence of right whales in Massachusetts’ waters in order to prevent the entanglement
of right whales in commercial trap gear. Given that the timing and distribution of North Atlantic right
whales has been changing over the last decade,” the need to take into account these temporal and
spatial shifts has become increasingly apparent. As you know, this year DMF needed to extend closures
for setting of commercial and recreational traps and pots in Cape Cod Bay and portions of the Outer
Cape until May 8, 2020.8

Regarding the proposed Gillnet Closure in Cape Cod Bay, we note that gillnet gear has accounted for
roughly 10 percent of identified fishery-related right whale deaths in the last 20 years.® As such, AWI

5Cecco, L. (2020). Humans pushing North Atlantic right whale to extinction faster than believed. The Guardian. October 30,
2020. Available at https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2020/oct/30/north-atlantic-right-whale-extinction-faster-than-
believed

6 FAO (2018) Report of the Expert Workshop on Means and Methods for Reducing Marine Mammal Mortality in Fishing and
Aquaculture Operations, Rome, 20-23 March 2018.FAO Fisheries and Aquaculture Report No.1231. Rome, Italy. The report
noted, however the time-area closures should be implemented in a timely manner, before populations are so low that intrinsic
rates of species recovery are severely hindered. For additional information see Leaper, R. and Calderan, S. (2018). Review of
methods used to reduce risks of cetacean bycatch and entanglements. UNEP/CMS Secretariat, Bonn, Germany. 76 pages. CMS
Technical Series No. 38 Available at: https://d2ouvy59p0dg6k.cloudfront.net/downloads/cms_report 042918 web pages.pdf
7 Knowlton, A.R., Robbins, J., Landry, S., McKenna, H.A., Kraus, S.D. and Werner, T.B. (2016) Effects of fishing rope strength on
the severity of large whale entanglements. Conservation Biology, 30: 318-328. https://doi.org/10.1111/cobi.12590

8 DMF (2020). Seasonal Trap Fishing Gear Closure and Vessel Speed Restriction in Cape Cod Bay Extended Due to Presence of
Whales. April 28, 2020. Available at: https://www.mass.gov/news/division-of-marine-fisheries-extends-restrictions-to-protect-
endangered-right-whales

9 NMFS, 2000-2018 Right Whale Incident Data (Mar. 19, 2019), https://archive.fisheries
noaa.gov/garfo/protected/whaletrp/trt/meetings/April%202019/2000- 2018 _right_whale_incident_data_3_19 19v.xIsx. This
includes at least five right whale entanglement cases documented between 2009 and 2013 that NMFS determined were likely
caused by gillnets.
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requests that DMF ensure that any gillnet fishery operating within the waters of the Commonwealth be
considered for similar closures if a spatial/temporal overlap with right whales is determined.

Gear Modifications and Restrictions

AWI supports both the proposed Vertical Buoy Line Maximum Diameter for Commercial Trap Gear (322

CMR 12.06) and the Vertical Buoy Line Maximum Diameter for Recreational Trap Gear (322 CMR 12.06),
as larger diameter lines result in higher breaking strengths, which in turn increase entanglement risk and
the severity of entanglements for large whales.10

With regard to the proposed 1,700-Ib Breaking Strength Contrivance (322 CMR 12.02 and 12.06), AWI is
concerned that while it is true that weak rope might decrease the severity of entanglement injuries
suffered by right whales, this proposal reduces neither the likelihood of entanglement as line is still in
the water, nor the sub-lethal impacts of entanglement on whales. Whales who break free from weak
link ropes might still carry lines, and as noted by researchers, such whales are both more difficult to
locate and disentangle than whales still attached to gear.1! Further, Knowlton et al. have acknowledged
that reduced breaking strength rope does not reduce the risk of serious injury or mortality for right
whales who are less than two years old.1?

As for the proposed Prohibition on Single Lobster Traps for Vessels of a Certain Size (322 CMR 12.06),
while AWI acknowledges that this would reduce the number of lines in the water, we note that concerns
have been raised that having multiple traps on a single line might lead to other types of entanglement
threat. For example, whales that become entangled in lines with multiple pots can become anchored,
and if not removed quickly from the gear, they can die due to exhaustion, inability to breathe and even
post-release capture myopathy.13 It has also been posited that the increased weight of multiple traps on
a line might lead to more severe injuries and constraints on movements of entangled whales in many
cases.!4

We are supportive of the requirements for trap marking.

Ropeless gear

The sheer volume of endlines and traplines in the water column in right whale habitat, especially for
American lobster, poses a significant threat to the survival of the species.!> As noted by the DMF in

10 FAQ (2018).

11 Moore, M. (2019) How we can all stop killing whales: a proposal to avoid whale entanglement in fishing gear, ICES Journal of
Marine Science, Volume 76, Issue 4, July-August 2019, Pages 781-786, https://doi.org/10.1093/icesjms/fsy194

12 Knowlton et al. (2016).

13 Recht, F. (2019). Long-lining pot gear for whale entanglement benefit? ( i.e. stringing multiple pots together with groundline
to reduce the number of vertical lines in the water—with or without ropeless gear). Report to the Pacific States Marine
Fisheries Commission. 47 pp.

4Werner, T. and McClellan-Press, K. (2017) Global Assessment of Large Whale Entanglement and Bycatch Reduction in Fixed
Fishing Gear Final Report. NOAA Award Number: NA15SNMF4630357. It was noted, however, that there may be occasions when
the added weight could help provide resistance, thus helping the whale to break free.

15 Boenish R., Chen Y. (2018) Spatiotemporal dynamics of effective fishing effort in the American lobster (Homarus americanus)
fishery along the coast of Maine, USA. Fisheries Research, 199: 231-241 and Hayes S. A., Gardiner S., Garrison L. P., Henry A.
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March 2020, “[r]opeless fishing represents another possible means to mitigate acute entanglement
risk.”16 AWI agrees with this, and contends that ropeless, on-demand gear provides the best long-term
solution to eliminate right whale entanglement in vertical lines.

This view is also supported by the National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS), which has acknowledged
that this gear “is an emerging option that could alleviate a lot of th[e] risk” of entanglement and that
“[t]he ability to use gear retrieval devices that do not require the use of stationary buoy lines in the water
column would be a truly game changing development for right whales.”'” Such gear is being or has been
tested in the United States, Australia, Canada, and Scotland, and manufacturers are increasingly
developing new ropeless gear options.18

AWI welcomes DMF’s March 2020 commitment to permit and promote tests of ropeless fishing in areas
and at times that do not have a high risk of conflict with other fisheries,'® and as long as such
experimental testing is done safely and responsibly. While we are aware that concerns have been raised
regarding on-demand gear location mechanisms, due to the potential for gear loss and/or fouling of
gear by trawlers or scallop dredgers,2° AWI notes that there have been advancements made in recent
years in both GPS and acoustic modem technology that address the concerns raised above, as well as
state and federal regulatory requirements.??

Conclusion

In addition to the population-level risks posed by entanglement, AWI emphasizes that this is a serious
animal welfare issue. Right whales are sentient and social animals, and the fact that individual whales of
all ages are being exposed to potential entanglement warrants significant concern. Entanglement not
only interferes with swimming and feeding, it can lead to chronic infections, damage to blubber, muscle
and bone, and starvation. Suffering can be prolonged, and whales have been known to die weeks or
even months after the initial entanglement event.??

AWI draws the Division’s attention to the fact that the Marine Mammal Commission has advocated for a
far more stringent risk reduction than the 60 percent proposal:

G., Leandro L. (2018) North Atlantic Right Whales — Evaluating Their Recovery Challenges in 2018 NOAA Technical
Memorandum NMFS-NE-247 National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration National Marine Fisheries Service Northeast
Fisheries Science Center Woods Hole, Massachusetts

18McKiernan, D. (2020) Massachusetts Right Whale Conservation Plan 2020. Letter from D. McKiernan to Michael Pentony,
Regional Administrator, NOAA Fisheries GARFO. March 6, 2020.

17 NMFS (2020) North Atlantic Right Whales and the Dangers of Vessel Strikes and Entanglement. Available at:
https://www.fisheries noaa.gov/feature-story/north-atlantic-right-whales-and-dangers-vessel-strikes-and- entanglement

18 Baumgartner, M. et al. (2018).Ropeless Workshop Report: Overcoming Development, Regulatory and Funding Challenges for
Ropeless Fishing to Reduce Whale Entanglement in the U.S. and Canada (Feb. 1, 2018). Available at: https://ropeless.org/wp-
content/uploads/sites/112/2018/03/Ropeless_Workshop_Report.pdf.

1% McKiernan (2020).

20 Myers, H., Moore, M. et al. (2019). Ropeless fishing to prevent large whale entanglements: Ropeless Consortium report.
Marine Policy. 107. 103587. 10.1016/j.marpol.2019.103587.

21 Meyers (2019) and The Fishing Gear Location Marking Fund. https://www.gear-fund.org/

22 Moore (2019) and Dolman, S. and Brakes, P. (2018) Sustainable Fisheries Management and the Welfare of Bycaught and
Entangled Cetaceans. Frontiers in Veterinary Science vol. 5 2018. Available at:
www.frontiersin.org/article/10.3389/fvets.2018.00287
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In light of the recent deaths, the Commission believes that NMFS, in meeting its responsibility to
reduce right whale mortality and serious injury to below PBR, needs to expand upon the TRT’s
recommendations. The Commission therefore recommends that NMFS identify a suite of
mitigation measures projected to reach the risk reduction target’s upper limit (80 percent) for
each state or lobster management area (LMA)....23

Further, in expressing its serious concern over the right whale’s status, the International Whaling
Commission’s Scientific Committee has called on the U.S. and Canada to make every effort to reduce

human-induced threats, including entanglement in fishing gear, to zero.2*

Thank you for your consideration of these comments. If you have any questions or need additional
information, please contact me at kate.oconnell@balaena.org.

Sincerely,

Kate O’Connell
Marine Wildlife Consultant
Animal Welfare Institute

Thomas letter to Chris Oliver per supranote 2.
24 |WC (2020) Report of the Scientific Committee May 2020, at page 40. Available at: https://iwc.int/sc68b.



From: Michaela Morris

To: Fish, Marine (FWE)
Subject: Comments on Proposed Amendments to Division of Marine Fisheries regulations
Date: Friday, December 18, 2020 4:30:33 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of
Massachusetts mail system. Do not click on links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

Dear Director McKiernan,

Below, please find comments on behalf of Environment Massachusetts and Massachusetts
River Alliance on the proposed amendments to the proposed amendments to the Division of
Marine Fisheries regulations to reduce right whale entanglements.

Best,
Michaela Morris

Dear Director McKiernan,

On behalf of Environment Massachusetts and the Massachusetts Rivers Alliance, I submit the
following comments regarding the Division of Marine Fisheries’ draft regulations to reduce the
risk of large whale entanglement in fixed fishing gear.

First, we would like to thank the Massachusetts Division of Marine Fisheries for drafting strong
proposed regulations that take bold steps toward protecting right whales from entanglement
events and prioritizes ocean health. The rules that the Division of Marine Fisheries drafted pave
the way toward a healthy future for the species.

In particular, we would like to thank the Division of Marine Fisheries for the extension of the
Feb. 1 — Apr. 30 commercial trap gear closure in Cape Cod Bay to all waters under the
jurisdiction of the Commonwealth. We know that entanglements in fishing gear serve as a top
threat to right whales, and the best way to prevent these entanglements is by limiting the
amount of vertical fishing line that the right whales encounter. These closures achieve a
significant reduction in risk, as they remove lines from the water during a time when right
whales tend to congregate in Massachusetts coastal ocean.

We also would like to extend our thanks for the extension of the Jan. 1-May 15 gillnet closure
in Cape Cod Bay to include additional waters.


mailto:mmorris@environmentamerica.org
mailto:marine.fish@mass.gov

Finally, we want to share our full support for the inclusion of language that vests the
Commonwealth with the power to extend the time frame of these closures. Taken together,
these measures represent the kind of bold action that we need to save this species from
extinction.

In the final rule, we believe one addition would make these regulations even stronger: we would
like to see the rules include a definition of ropeless fishing gear, followed by language that
creates a process that encourages and promotes the adoption of ropeless fishing technology
within the broader Massachusetts fishing industry.

To keep our beloved oceans clean and healthy, we must strive to forge a culture that prioritizes
the wellbeing of our ocean ecosystems. This work begins with standing up for our most
vulnerable species -- the North Atlantic right whale, and we commend the Division of Marine
Fisheries for rising to the challenge. The next step to forge a safe, healthy future for the whales
is to consider how the Commonwealth can support the widespread development and
implementation of ropless fishing gear.

Thank you for all your work.

Best,
Michaela Morris
Oceans Associate, Environment Massachusetts

Julia Blatt
Executive Director, Massachusetts Rivers Alliance

Michaela Morris
Oceans Associate
(603) 918-8951

mmorris(@environmentamerica.org
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Dec 18, 2020 SMELTS, 1003 lowa Heights Rd, Sedro Woolley WA, 98284
(360) 303-9338, smelts.org

Daniel McKiernan

Director

The Commonwealth of Massachusetts Division of Marine Fisheries
251 Causeway Street, Suite 400

Boston, MA 02114

marine.fish@mass.gov

Dear Director McKiernan:
| am submitting the following comments on behalf of Sea Mammal Education Learning

Technology Society (SMELTS) regarding proposed amendments to Division of Marine Fisheries
regulations at 322 CMR 6.00, 7.00, and 12.00 designed to reduce risk of entangling, injuring, or
killing critically endangered North Atlantic right whales.

As the Executive Director of SMELTS | applaud the Massachusetts Division of Marine Fisheries
for its consistent efforts in protecting both North Atlantic right whales and its fisheries. Regarding
Commercial Trap Gear Closure (322 CMR 12.04, 12.08, and 12.11) SMELTS supports this
proposed amendment to increase the area covered by the current Large Whale Seasonal Trap
Gear Closure to include all waters of the Commonwealth.

We also recommend that DMF modify the definition of this closure to allow the commercial use
of Ropeless/Line Free fishing technology such that; all vendors of ropeless fishing gear can

provide equipment to fishermen for evaluation.

SMELTS Lobster Raft™began fishing its ropeless lobster gear with partner fishermen Rob Martin
under a Letter of Authorization from the Department of Massachusetts Fisheries in 2019 and
continues into 2020. The Lobster Raft has proved to be a safe and efficient line free fishing system.
Collaboration and positive feedback from commercial fishermen, science and regulatory agencies
encourages SMELTS to continue developing these new fishing tools. Hundreds of ropeless
deployments have been recorded by the Northeast Fisheries Science Center. Fishing for ropeless
lobster with Hybrid Trawls in the Gulf of Maine has demonstrated SMELTS lift bag technology as
dependable and adaptable in commercial fishing settings. SMELTS understands the challenges of
marking ropeless gear virtually and looks forward to working with DMF on solutions to this
challenging problem for ropeless fishing. Therefore we are submitting a brief White Paper titled
(SMELTS’ Hybrid Trawl Solution for Introduction of Line Free/Ropeless Fishing in Lobster
Fisheries) to describe the system(s) that SMELTS believes should be allowed to be fished in US
waters if fishermen so desire.

SMELTS also recommends that as DMF continues the introduction of ropeless gear for lobster
trawls, this process be staged using SMELTS’ Hybrid Trawl technique and marked with
SmartBuoys and be equipped with 1700lb breaking strength active buoy lines.

Again, we thank you for the opportunity to comment and for the work of the Massachusetts
Division of Marine Fisheries to protect its natural resources and its vibrant commercial fisheries.

Sir;c:écilz:Richard Riels Execu’gg@r SMELTS info@smelts.org
e 1Y14] 70



From: Steve O"Leary

To: Fish, Marine (FWE)
Subject: Do everything you can to save North Atlantic right whales
Date: Friday, December 18, 2020 6:58:38 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts mail system. Do
not click on links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

Massachusetts Division of Marine Fisheries

RE: Do everything you can to save North Atlantic right whales

null

Dear Director McKiernan,

As a resident of Massachusetts, where the ocean forms an integral part of our state identity, keeping our beaches,
coasts, and marine species and habitats healthy matters deeply to me. North Atlantic right whales, which swim in
Massachusetts' waters, are one of our most at-risk species.

First, I'd like to thank you and the Division of Marine Fisheries for drafting a strong proposed rule. In particular, I
was glad to see the inclusion of more seasonal closures to fishing during the time of year that right whales are likely
to be in the area. This is the type of bold action we'll need to save these whales.

I write today to urge you to include language that implements a pathway for the development and implementation of
ropeless fishing gear. We know that the best way to prevent entanglements is to remove rope from the water, and the
development and adoption of ropeless gear will provide a long term solution to this problem.

Sincerely,

Steve O'Leary

15 Hawthorne St
Woburn, MA 01801


mailto:stephenoleary@marycummingspark.org
mailto:marine.fish@mass.gov

From: Bridget Spann

To: Fish, Marine (FWE)
Subject: Do everything you can to save North Atlantic right whales
Date: Friday, December 18, 2020 7:14:32 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts mail system. Do
not click on links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

Massachusetts Division of Marine Fisheries

RE: Do everything you can to save North Atlantic right whales

null

Dear Director McKiernan,

As a resident of Massachusetts, where the ocean forms an integral part of our state identity, keeping our beaches,
coasts, and marine species and habitats healthy matters deeply to me. North Atlantic right whales, which swim in
Massachusetts' waters, are one of our most at-risk species.

First, I'd like to thank you and the Division of Marine Fisheries for drafting a strong proposed rule. In particular, I
was glad to see the inclusion of more seasonal closures to fishing during the time of year that right whales are likely
to be in the area. This is the type of bold action we'll need to save these whales.

I write today to urge you to include language that implements a pathway for the development and implementation of
ropeless fishing gear. We know that the best way to prevent entanglements is to remove rope from the water, and the
development and adoption of ropeless gear will provide a long term solution to this problem.

Sincerely,

Bridget Spann

1210 Hancock Rd.
Williamstown, MA 01267


mailto:bridget@caretakerfarm.org
mailto:marine.fish@mass.gov

CAPE COD COMMERCIAL

FISHERMEN’'S
ALLIANCE

18 December 2020
Director Daniel McKiernan
MA Division of Marine Fisheries
251 Causeway Street
Suite 400
Boston, MA 02114

Dear Director McKiernan,

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed protected species regulations affecting
trap and gillnet fishing.

The Cape Cod Commercial Fishermen’s Alliance is a member-based, non-profit organization that works
to build lasting solutions to protect our ecosystem and the future of our fisheries. The Fishermen’s
Alliance represents 150 fishing businesses and more than 300 fishing families, making our organization
the leading voice for commercial fishermen on Cape Cod. We are deeply invested in the scientific
assessments and public policies that impact our communities.

Our fishermen members have been at the forefront of testing and developing gear modifications to
reduce the risk of entanglement and potential harm to whales. In pioneering these technologies,
fishermen have undertaken financial risk and contributed a significant amount of time and energy into
these developments. As with all gear modifications, the industry carries the financial burden in the
proposed regulations.

Overall, we support measures to reduce risk of entanglements that reasonably modify fishermen’s
existing gear and prioritize safety of fishermen. The following are comments specific to the draft
regulations.

Fixed Gear Closures:

4. Recreational Lobster and Crab Trap Gear Haul-Out Season (322 CMR 6.02). DMF is proposing to
implement a new closed season for buoyed recreational lobster and crab trap gear. The closed season
would run from the Tuesday following Columbus Day through the Friday preceding Memorial Day.
We support the proposed recreational lobster and crab trap gear haul-out season. We believe this
measure will both reduce the risk of untended recreational trap gear becoming “ghost gear,” and
reduce risk of entanglement in recreational gear.

BOARD OF DIRECTORS Nick Muto, Chairman « Gwen Holden Kelly, Treasurer « Greg Connors, Vice-Chairman e Brian Sherin, Clerk
Richard Banks « Gregory Bilezikian « Charles Borkoski « Beau Gribbin e Eric Hesse « Barry LaBar « Tim Linnell

1566 Main Street, Chatham, MA 02633 (508) 945-2432 info@capecodfishermen.org



Trap Gear Configuration Modifications and Restrictions:

1. 1,700-Ib Breaking Strength Contrivance (322 CMR 12.02 and 12.06). DMF is proposing that all
vertical buoy lines break when exposed to 1,700 pounds of pressure. This may be accommodated by
fishing buoy lines with a 1,700 pound breaking strength or by rigging the buoy line with a contrivance
or multiple contrivances that allows for it to break at that pressure.

2. Vertical Buoy Line Maximum Diameter for Commercial Trap Gear (322 CMR 12.06). DMF is proposing
that all vertical buoy lines affixed to commercial trap gear have a diameter not greater than 3/8”.

We support both the 1,700Ib breaking strength contrivance/buoyline and the maximum of 3/8”
diameter buoyline. We hope DMF will continue to develop these regulations in consultation with
fishermen, and use methods that are readily adaptable to existing fishing gear.

3. Vertical Buoy Line Maximum Diameter for Recreational Trap Gear (322 CMR 12.06). DMF is
proposing that all vertical buoy lines affixed to recreational lobster and crab trap gear have a diameter
not greater than 5/16”.

We support a maximum of 5/16” diameter for recreational trap gear.

4. Prohibition on Single Lobster Traps for Vessels of a Certain Size (322 CMR 12.06). DMF is proposing to
prohibit the fishing of single lobster traps onboard vessels with an overall length of 29’ or greater.
These vessels will be required to configure their traps as multi-trap trawls. Vessels with an overall
length of less than 29’ may continue to fish single lobster traps where authorized; the setting of single
lobster traps by any vessel of any size will remain prohibited north of Cape Cod seaward of the three
nautical mile line and the Billingsgate exempted area. DMF is proposing that this regulation go into
effect on January 1, 2022.

We hope that in establishing a length restriction for prohibiting single trap fishing, DMF continues to
see fishermen’s safety as highest priority. Our local lobster trawl fleet tends to be greater than 36 feet.
We recognize that the proposed regulation length of 29 feet will impact several Outer Cape lobstermen
that traditionally fish single traps on vessels under 36 feet. We anticipate DMF carefully examining
vessel operations for various length vessels and weighing the risks to fishermen’s safety.

Thank you for the opportunity to comment.

Sincerely,

John Pappalardo
CEO



From: Karen Sankey

To: Fish, Marine (FWE)
Subject: Fishing regulations
Date: Sunday, December 20, 2020 2:23:59 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of
Massachusetts mail system. Do not click on links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

Dear Director Kiernan,

I understand that a new fishing plan is being proposed and I want to strongly urge you to
include ropeless fishing in the plan. Fishing ropes are the cause of many deaths of whales,
many of which are endangered. They are wonderful creatures who suffer needlessly at the
hands of fishing boats. Please do all you can to alleviate this problem.

Thank you!
Sincerely,
Karen and Bill Sankey

12 Jamies Path
Plymouth, MA 02360
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From: C

To: Fish, Marine (FWE)
Subject: Fishing technology and Right Whales
Date: Friday, December 18, 2020 5:13:25 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of
Massachusetts mail system. Do not click on links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

To whom it may concern;

I am writing to you today to ask that you consider supporting the use of safe (and sound)
ropeless technology. It would be a credit to you if you opened the discussion reinforcing the
concept of investing in ropeless tech because it is more viable and the only solution to a
growing problem... Namely the extinction of precious marine life (Right Whales in
particular).

Thanking you in advance for your consideration,

Yours truly,

Corinne de Langavant

[ 7] Virus-free. www.avast.com


mailto:corinnedelangavant257@gmail.com
mailto:marine.fish@mass.gov
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__www.avast.com_sig-2Demail-3Futm-5Fmedium-3Demail-26utm-5Fsource-3Dlink-26utm-5Fcampaign-3Dsig-2Demail-26utm-5Fcontent-3Dwebmail-26utm-5Fterm-3Dicon&d=DwMFaQ&c=lDF7oMaPKXpkYvev9V-fVahWL0QWnGCCAfCDz1Bns_w&r=Y1CBtQZE17Rj2MeXjOmTypaU2t5pniKda5lCF15IQyg&m=uLshHPTdTvksNk8xEUh1ITpgbcHWQMVoKSeiO3Z5LBs&s=NkbDHWiQNV1iUWDBe_0CPA2XuWGzmU-RjEkPECkNBxI&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__www.avast.com_sig-2Demail-3Futm-5Fmedium-3Demail-26utm-5Fsource-3Dlink-26utm-5Fcampaign-3Dsig-2Demail-26utm-5Fcontent-3Dwebmail-26utm-5Fterm-3Dlink&d=DwMFaQ&c=lDF7oMaPKXpkYvev9V-fVahWL0QWnGCCAfCDz1Bns_w&r=Y1CBtQZE17Rj2MeXjOmTypaU2t5pniKda5lCF15IQyg&m=uLshHPTdTvksNk8xEUh1ITpgbcHWQMVoKSeiO3Z5LBs&s=NdWFJ79v5Gc1Vx1V1XPW9FvNeEa6U3CkqYUbtNb3YRw&e=

From: Silva, Jared (FWE)

To: Kaplan, Julia (FWE)
Subject: Fw: Proposed whale measures comment.
Date: Friday, December 18, 2020 4:56:12 PM

From: JARRETT DRAKE <jarrettcdrake@verizon.net>
Sent: Friday, December 18, 2020 3:37 PM

To: Silva, Jared (FWE); McKiernan, Dan (FWE)
Subject: Proposed whale measures comment.

CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of
Massachusetts mail system. Do not click on links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

Hello Dan and Jared,

| clearly realize where we are at and how we got here, and fully understand the reasons
behind these proposed rules. That being said, | am taking this opportunity to formally go on
record expressing my concerns about the negative impacts of these measures.

As you already know, MA Area 2 lobstermen do quite well in the winter months, and this
proposed closed season with have significant financial impacts on our annual incomes.
Especially since SNE is considered to be depleted, we need all the time we can get to earn a
living. The proposed weak contrivances and/or weak rope will also have financial impacts in
the form of initial costs and lost gear. The proposed trawling up mandate is potentially
dangerous for some fishermen, especially the ones that fish alone. And, this rule would
conflict with the antiquated Gosnold no-trawl MA State law that | have been fighting to amend
for the past 10 years. Special rope markings are something that fishermen were gladly willing
to do to show that we were not the ones harming whales. But, when rope came up in dead
whales even without our markings, we still got blamed for it. So, what good are future
marking schemes going to do except cause an unnecessary burden for fishermen that clearly
doesn't matter anyways.

Lastly, even though not in this proposal, | vehemently oppose the idea of ropeless fishing in its
current development! We have a long way to go with funding of this overly expensive system,
implementation of ever single ocean going fishing vessel simultaneously implementing this
technology at the same time, and existing law amendments. And for the extremely rare
possiblity of a right whale in Area 2 waters where | fish? Despite the whale people's concerns,
not every whale gets caught in every rope. The actual chance of entanglement is quite low,
even in high coexistence situations. The actual reasons for pushing ropeless fishing have more
to do with financial gain and public perception than actually preventing an entanglement.


mailto:jared.silva@mass.gov
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Again, | know how we got here. But, the answer should lie in amending the ESA and MMPA.
The current language of those laws do not account for a species' upward trends, just a
fictitious threshold that we may never get to. And, as the population increases, the co-
occurances will also increase, this inducing more restrictions. It's an unfortunate situation
where impacted occupations will never be able to satisfy these laws. We are set up for failure
from the start. | encourage our politicians and elected officials to address this issue instead of
always the knee jerk reaction of trying to appease these overly restrictive laws every few
years.

Thank you,
Jarrett Drake

508-789-9809

Sent from Yahoo Mail on Android
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From: McKiernan, Dan (FWE)

To: Kaplan, Julia (FWE)

Subject: FW: Protected species

Date: Monday, December 21, 2020 4:57:58 AM
----- Original Message-----

From: Mark Mooney <fvretriever@aol.com>

Sent: Friday, December 18, 2020 5:05 PM

To: McKiernan, Dan (FWE) <dan.mckiernan@mass.gov>
Subject: Protected species

CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts mail system. Do
not click on links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

Dan,

Hello. My name is Mark Mooney and I would like to state that I fully understand the situation regarding the need
for action regarding the endangered species act. However the one proposed regulation putting a size limit on boats
fishing single traps puts me in a difficult spot,I fish in the outer cape with four foot half round wood frame traps out
of a 35 foot boat that was not designed to fish trawls.I understand rules are going to change But the size cutoff
would require me to put all new decks in to safely cut the stern out and limit my ability yo move gear efficiently.If
some change to the singles/size rule is possible it would be greatly

appreciated. Thank
you,Mark Mooney
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From: McKiernan, Dan (FWE)

To: Kaplan, Julia (FWE)
Subject: FW: Support for South Coast Lobstermen
Date: Monday, December 21, 2020 4:46:59 AM

From: dmedvec@rcn.com <dmedvec@rcn.com>

Sent: Sunday, December 20, 2020 10:49 AM

To: McKiernan, Dan (FWE) <dan.mckiernan@mass.gov>
Subject: Support for South Coast Lobstermen

CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of
Massachusetts mail system. Do not click on links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

Dear Mr. Mckirnan,

The right whale is in need of and deserves whatever protection we can offer. Closing
lobstering in Massachusetts waters during the winter months may well make a strong
contribution to its survival. However, I urge you to give honest consideration to the rationale
offered by Dug Dur as he makes a compelling case for modifying the prospective
winter/spring closure of lobster grounds in Massachusetts. Please see enclosed map and his
comments below.

Thank you. Please stay safe and healthy during the rest of this Covid holiday season.

Sincerely,

Diane Medvec

9 Locust St
Mattapoisett, MA 02739
508-758-2718

See enclosed map and comments from Dug Dur: "The messy red mark is where the inshore
lobsterman from the south coast fish during the winter/spring months. All areas in green are about to
be closed by the state. Although the catch isn’t at it highest rate, the price during these months is
historically high. Depending on the boat this will be a 20-30% reduction in total value and roughly
15-20% of the yearly landings. Already operating on slim margins this will most definitely impact
the guys here on the southcoast and put their livelihoods at stake.

The reason for this is to protect right whales. As conservationists we have not only met all previous
regulations but we have worked with the state to help reduce entanglements.

So here is the issue. I have somewhere in the ballpark of 2000 days over 20,000 hours over the last
20 plus years in that little red area. I have never witnessed a right whale in those waters, never. Nor
do I know anyone who has. I’m not saying one has never wondered off migration. But if they do
we’re ready. Reduced vertical lines by trap reductions, whales safe rope, breakaways that create a
weak point on vertical lines. We have done what we can and have literally reduced whale
entanglement to 0 in this area. Typically the migration path brings them just off the southeast corner
of Nantucket.


mailto:dan.mckiernan@mass.gov
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South coast lobster businesses can’t take this type of economic impact. There are no right whales in
these water to save. A closure in this area won’t save one whale but it will put people out of
business."




ifaw

December 18, 2020

Daniel McKiernan

Director

Massachusetts Division of Marine Fisheries (DMF)
251 Causeway Street, Suite 400

Boston, MA 02114

Re:  Comments to DMF regulations
Dear Director McKiernan,

Thank you for the opportunity to provide comments on behalf of the International Fund for Animal
Welfare (IFAW) on the proposed amendments to regulations at 322 CMR 6.00 and 12.00 designed
to reduce the risks to North Atlantic right whales from entanglement in fishing gear.

As you know, the North Atlantic right whale is in crisis. It is one of the most endangered marine
species in the world, with an estimated 356 individuals remaining, many of whom annually feed in
and around Massachusetts waters.! Since 2017, 12.5% of the known population of right whales
have died or are presumed dead — alarming scientists, policymakers, and advocates working to
protect the species.? IFAW-led research has shown that entanglement in fishing gear is the leading
threat to right whales, with nearly 60% of determined causes of death between 2003 and 2019 due
to entanglement.?

Given these urgent circumstances, we are encouraged that Massachusetts has proposed
additional regulations to mitigate entanglement risk to right whales. However, the proposed rules
are insufficient and ignore important approaches and opportunities, and we therefore offer the
following comments:

1. Massachusetts should provide a viable strategy for ropeless fishing technology in these
proposed amendments. Ropeless fishing eliminates the need for fishermen to have vertical
buoy rope in the water column except during the final stage of active retrieval, thereby
drastically reducing the risk of entanglement to whales. However, currently this much-
needed technology is excluded from the regulations. Reducing vertical buoy rope in the
water will protect right whales from the risks of entanglement, while allowing fishermen to
continue to maintain — and even expand — their access to important fishing areas. Ropeless
gear technology is the most effective long-term solution that can reduce the risks of

1 Greenhalgh, E. (2020). Right Whale Consortium Releases 2020 Report Card Update. Anderson Cabot Center.
Retrieved from https://www.andersoncabotcenterforoceanlife.org/blog/2020-narwc-report-card/

2 NOAA. (2020). 2017-2019 North Atlantic Right Whale Unusual Mortality Event. Retrieved from
https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/national/marine-life-distress/2017-2019-north-atlantic-right-whale-unusual-mortality-event
3 Sharp, SM., McLellan, WA., Rostein, AM., et al. (2019). Gross and histopathologic diagnoses from North Atlantic right
whale Eubalaena glacialis mortalities between 2003 and 2018. Inter-Research Science Publisher. Retrieved from
https://www.semanticscholar.org/paper/Gross-and-histopathologic-diagnoses-from-North-2003-Sharp-
McLellan/4dala5202873da9475fa09e0af5b9ebc60297fas

International Fund for Animal Welfare +1 508 744 2000 290 Summer Street
www.ifaw.org info@ifaw.org Yarmouth Port, MA 02675


http://www.ifaw.org/
mailto:info@ifaw.org
https://www.andersoncabotcenterforoceanlife.org/blog/2020-narwc-report-card/
https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/national/marine-life-distress/2017-2019-north-atlantic-right-whale-unusual-mortality-event
https://www.semanticscholar.org/paper/Gross-and-histopathologic-diagnoses-from-North-2003-Sharp-McLellan/4da1a5202873da9475fa09e0af5b9ebc60297fa5
https://www.semanticscholar.org/paper/Gross-and-histopathologic-diagnoses-from-North-2003-Sharp-McLellan/4da1a5202873da9475fa09e0af5b9ebc60297fa5

entanglement, ensure fishermen can pursue their livelihoods, and protect the marine
ecosystem.

2. Specifically, ropeless technology should operate through a permitting process. This legal
path for ropeless would incentivize fishermen to use alternative gear that does not harm
whales and still allows fishing to continue. Current one-off Letter of Authorizations (LOAS)
granting use of non-compliant gear for ropeless experimentation are not long-term solutions.
Instead, Massachusetts should incentivize lobstermen, including allowing access to those
proposed closed areas where historic seasonal whale density is very low if at all, in a
carefully controlled, monitored way.

3. Regarding the implementation of 1700-pound breaking strength rope (i.e., “weak rope”), it
will neither protect calves or juveniles from lethal entanglements, nor eliminate the long-term
health impacts on adults chronically entangled in gear. Calves and some juveniles are not
likely to be able to generate sufficient force to break 1700 Ibs. of rope.* Chronic
entanglement in any line can have sub-lethal impacts on right whales, and is likely a major
contributing factor to their reduced reproductive rates in recent years. Only by reducing
vertical buoy rope in the water will we make strides to save right whales from extinction.

¢ As an example of the inability of weak rope to protect juveniles, and the
cascading effect on the future population, we point your attention to the mother of
one of the first right whale calves born this season, right whale #4040
“Chiminea.” In April 2011, when she was just four years old, “Chiminea” was
sighted entangled in hundreds of feet of line in Cape Cod Bay. As young as she
was, “Chiminea” would not have been protected by reduced breaking strength
systems. Fortunately, in her case, she was successfully disentangled and able to
contribute to population growth, and recently sighted off Georgia with her first calf
on December 4, 2020. Massachusetts cannot continue to rely on
disentanglement as the solution to the entanglement problem; to protect all right
whales that frequent Massachusetts waters, the state must remove all rope from
the water column and not just replace it with weak rope.

4. Inrecent years, right whale deaths in waters off Massachusetts have been documented in
April, May, July, August, September, October, and November. These mortality data indicate
that the current and proposed seasonal closures alone are not sufficient to protect right
whales in Massachusetts state waters.

The International Fund for Animal Welfare (IFAW) is a Massachusetts-based nonprofit organization
with experts across the U.S. and around the world. Our Marine Mammal Rescue and Research
team, located on Cape Cod, is one of the leaders in right whale mortality investigations and
provides on the ground expertise to evaluate causes of death in this critically endangered species.
Our campaign to protect and save North Atlantic right whales is founded on our desire to seek out
collaborative, pragmatic solutions that bring together diverse stakeholders in pursuit of meaningful
change on the water. We have a long history of working with fishermen to understand their
concerns and find a sustainable path forward by: facilitating and subsidizing sinking ground line;
partnering with fishermen to test, refine, and promote ropeless fishing technology; and working with
gear manufacturers to ensure their innovations can come to market. It is with this collective

4 Knowlton, AR., Robbins, R., Landry S., et al. (2015). Effects of fishing rope strength on the severity of large whale
entanglements. Society for Conservation Biology. Retrieved from
https://conbio.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/full/10.1111/cobi.12590

International Fund for Animal Welfare +1 508 744 2000 290 Summer Street
www.ifaw.org info@ifaw.org Yarmouth Port, MA 02675
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experience that we advocate for the inclusion of ropeless fishing technology in regulations as a

present-day reality to save right whales.

Scientists estimate that if recent increases in mortality and low annual calf production (the result of
sub-lethal effects from chronic entanglement) continue, the species will become functionally extinct
within our lifetimes. Additional substantive measures must be taken now to save this species on the
brink of extinction. DMF can help accomplish this by including ropeless as a permitted solution to
protect right whales in the current proposed changes to the regulations.

Thank you again for the opportunity to comment and for your and DMF’s work on this urgent
conservation challenge. IFAW scientists and experts would be pleased to engage with you and
your staff in whatever ways would be helpful to you.

Sincerely,

Azzedine Downes
President and CEO
International Fund for Animal Welfare

International Fund for Animal Welfare
www.ifaw.org

ﬂﬁ'

Patrick Ramage

Senior Director and Massachusetts resident
International Fund for Animal Welfare
Yarmouth Port, MA

+1 508 744 2000 290 Summer Street
info@ifaw.org Yarmouth Port, MA 02675
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The Commonwealth of Massachusetts
1915 General Court
State House, Boston, MA 02133

Director McKiernan at
251 Causeway Street
Suite 400, Boston
MA 02114
December 18, 2020

Director McKiernan,

We are writing to express our thoughts about the proposed draft regulations created to reduce
entanglement risks posed to North Atlantic right whales by fixed fishing gear like trap pots and
gillnets.

We would first like to applaud the Division for the proposed draft regulations on expanding trap
closures to all state waters during the spring. The current closure, which is from February 1-
April 30 in the waters north and east of Cape Cod, has helped to prevent entanglements when we
have observed a presence of North Atlantic right whales. Extending the time period and adding
additional miles to the state closure will help conserve this species. We further appreciate the
Massachusetts lobster industry’s compliance with these regulations and for their constructive
partnership in helping to save right whales. We also ask the Division to consider a permitting
pathway for the use ropeless gear in state waters.

The East Coast has over one million vertical lines that marine life like the North Atlantic right
whale must navigate through in order to migrate and feed. Right whales migrate to the
Commonwealth’s waters during the spring and summer months, and encounter ropes from
lobster pots and gillnets off and near Cape Cod Bay and Nantucket.

This year, we have seen at least three sub-lethal reported entanglements. Dragon, a 19-year-old
female of breeding age, was found in February traveling slowly off the coast of Nantucket with a
buoy and particles of rope lodged directly in her mouth. This must have made feeding difficult
for her, as Dragon was severely emaciated, and her skin tone was unusually light. An
Entanglement Response Team was set out to help her shed the gear, but they were unable to
locate her. It is presumed Dragon is dead. Dragon’s third calf, a four-year-old male right whale,
was spotted off the coast of New Jersey in extremely poor condition, and with large lesions on
his body due to rope entanglement. Teams were also unable to help Dragon’s son shed the ropes



wrapped around his body. Another male nicknamed Aquarium was spotted off the coast of
Massachusetts during an aerial survey in October. Luckily, the Center for Coastal Studies
Response Team was able to remove part of the gear, but full disentanglement could not be
achieved. It is unknown if these two additional whales have passed.

Scientists, veterinarians, and members of the Marine Entanglement Response Team at the New
England Aquarium have documented over 1,500 entanglements of right whales since 1980. The
team has seen a significant increase in severe injuries and deaths attributed to entanglements.
The Response Team estimates that approximately 85 percent of right whales have been
entangled at least once, and more than half of the population has been entangled twice or more.
Some right whales have even been entangled as many as eight times in their lives. The
population, which is estimated at 366, is rapidly declining. Right whales could be extinct within
our lifetime.

We are encouraged by the draft regulations but worry that right whales still face entanglement
risks. For instance, the draft regulations require use of 1700 pound breaking strength rope for
vertical fishing lines attached to trap pots; this could still harm neonates and young right whale
calves who are not fully developed. This breaking strength rope, colloquially called “weak rope”,
is not a long-term solution to the issue of North Atlantic right whale entanglements. Ropeless
fishing gear, instead, is ultimately what should be considered by DMF to save this critically
endangered species.

Ropeless gear has been used all over the world: it has been used by fishermen in Australia, the
UK, Ireland, Canada and on the West Coast. During a data analysis of over 1,000 deployments of
various ropeless gear models, ropeless fishing gear had a 98.4 percent success rate.

Seven private companies have devices that can be used by fishermen today, and many of these
devices are being used in tests in our state waters today. Ropeless gear has the ability to
significantly reduce entanglement threats during the months not applicable to the closure of state
waters to recreational and commercial lobster fishing. In 2020, we observed right whales were
observed in Massachusetts waters in the summer and fall months, during which there is no
closure of federal or state waters. Certainly we appreciate that ropeless gear is costly to
implement, particularly for a small boat fishery such as the lobster industry, and that logistical
hurdles (e.g. delineation of the location of gear without buoys) will need to be overcome.
Nonetheless, implementation of ropeless gear provides the promise of keeping fishermen on the
water during the presence of right whales and should be pursued.

While we know that the Division already has the authority to issue ropeless permits on a case-by-
case basis, we encourage DMF to outline a ropeless gear permitting pathway to help save both
the fishing industry and right whales. Ropeless gear is the technology of the future and a
permitting pathway would provide predictability to what the fisheries can expect and harvest



accordingly. Please implement measures that incorporate ropeless gear pilot programs in order to

save the Commonwealth’s marine mammal, the North Atlantic right whale.

Thank you for your ongoing partnership in this most urgent matter.

Senator Julian Cyr
Cape and Islands

Senator Harriette Chandler
First Worcester

Senator Cindy Creem
First Middlesex and Norfolk

Senator Mike Barrett
3" Middlesex

Senator Marc Pacheco
First Plymouth and Bristol

Senator Walter Timilty
Norfolk, Bristol and Plymouth

Senator Sal DiDomenico
Middlesex and Suffolk

Senator Brendan Crighton
Third Essex

Representative Dylan Fernandes
Barnstable, Dukes and Nantucket

Representative Louis Kafka
8" Norfolk

Representative Ruth Balser
12" Middlesex

Representative Mike Connolly
26'™ Middlesex

Representative Dan Ryan

2" Suffolk

Representative Jay Livingston
8t Suffolk

Representative Roselee Vincent
16™ Suffolk

Representative Dan Cahill
10th Essex



Senator Joan Lovely
Second Essex

Senator John Velis
Fourth Hampden

Senator Jo Comerford

Hampshire, Franklin and Worcester

Senator Jason Lewis
Fifth Middlesex

Senator Joan Lovely
Second Essex

Senator Mike Rush
Norfolk and Suffolk

Representative Sean Garballey
23" Middlesex

Representative Adrian Madaro
1% Suffolk

Representative Tom Walsh
12" Essex

Representative Tricia Farley-Bouvier

3" Berkshire

Representative Christine Barber
34" Middlesex

Representative Andy Vargas
3" Essex

Representative Peter Capano
10" Essex

Representative Lori Ehrlich
8" Essex

Representative Tami Gouveia
14™ Middlesex

Representative Paul Tucker
7" Essex

Representative Dave Rogers
24th Middlesex

Representative Joe McGonagle
28'" Middlesex

Representative Kevin Honan
17" Suffolk

Rep. Joe McGonagle
28th Middlesex

Representative James Arciero
2" Middlesex






LOBSTERLIFT

Director McKiernan at
251 Causeway Street
Suite 400, Boston

MA 02114

December 18, 2020

Director McKiernan,

My name is Cormac Hondros-McCarthy and I am writing to ask you to implement a pathway for
permitting ropeless fishing in MA waters.

Ted Zhu and I started LobsterLift based out of Lowell, MA. We are developing a low cost ropeless
device aimed at giving inshore fishers the ability to keep fishing without the worry of having their gear
become a cause for the death of a North Atlantic right whale, a species severely wounded.

LobsterLift started at an international oceanic environmental prototype competition in Malaysia, where
we first learned about the issue from a professor who also works as a Maine fisherman. He told us about
the ongoing protests between the environmental groups and fishers due to the regulations imposed on the
fisheries in order to help conserve the North Atlantic right whale population, and other at-risk marine life.
We thought we could help, and we were excited to take on the challenge. The concept was born at
Conservation X Labs’ challenge, and from there we worked on the design, and applied for grants to allow
us to leave our full time jobs for the ability to work on something truly inspiring for us. Up until 6
months ago, we worked on evenings, and weekends to bring our concepts closer towards something
which could be tested by fishermen, where we could get their valuable feedback. We were then awarded
the highly competitive NOAA Bycatch Reduction Engineering Program (BREP) grant in 2020. Things
started to move much more quickly, and we have since taken our concept and brought it out into the
ocean with an inshore Gloucester, MA fisherman to fish with. Seeing the gear fall off the side of the boat,
and return for it a few days later to see it at the surface was an experience [ will never forget - right next
to the first time I saw a whale in person on my first whale watch.

It takes a lot to change a century old method fishing method, and most fisherman aren’t interested in
taking part in the change, but today we are asking you to run with us on the journey of switching to
ropeless gear. Creating a system to allow fishers to fish with ropeless gear isn’t easy, but is necessary if
we are going to act fast to reduce the destruction that we have continued to play a major role in with the
population of the North Atlantic right whale.

The LobsterLift is designed as a truly ropeless system: it does not use a stored away endline, but instead
inflates a balloon to create enough buoyancy to raise the trap from the ocean floor up to the surface. By



designing it this way, we remove a great deal of complexity for the fisher, who would otherwise have to
carefully repack or recoil a rope before sending the trap back overboard. You can set a timer for
deployment and drop it off the boat--it’s as simple as that. Alternatively, you can also have the system
fitted with an acoustics system which would allow you to retrieve it on demand. We are working with
many acoustics manufacturers, and are just about finished integrating the first one into the LobsterLift.

LobsterLift has been deployed and retrieved over 100 times, and that number will continue to grow
exponentially over the coming year as we continue testing. We have had the opportunity to test our device
in waters off of Massachusetts, Connecticut, and Georgia . We have proven its reliability at its current
phase with a 100% retrieval rate of success. Our system is designed from the start to be low cost: we
understand that one of the challenges posed on using pop-up gear is the price tag, and we bear that in
mind to make sure we can work tirelessly to help keep fishers on the water while solving the age-old
problem of marine entanglements. As we get closer to manufacturing this system at a larger scale, our
units will be available for ~$200 (timer version) to $400 (acoustic version) each and can be easily fitted to
trawls, reducing the overall cost per trap to the fisher.

Director McKiernan, you have the authority to issue permits on an as-needed basis, we request that the
Division reconsider its decisions and develop a pathway for permitting ropeless gear in MA waters during
these upcoming rule makings. We are working hard to help save a species while keeping fishers on the
water. Please take this opportunity to work towards a solution to save the North Atlantic right whales, not
against it.

We look forward to your reply, and hope to speak more with you in this matter directly.

Thank you for your time,
Cormac Hondros-McCarthy & LobsterLift Team



Director McKiernan
251 Causeway Street
Suite 400, Boston
MA 02114
December 18, 2020
Director McKiernan,

We are writing to you today to express our deep concerns for the impending extinction of the
Massachusetts state marine mammal, the North Atlantic right whale, which could become unavoidable
unless direct action is taken to reduce the risk of entanglement. We, as elected officials, care about the
safety and wellbeing of critically endangered North Atlantic right whales and we do our best to make sure
all environmental matters, even global issues, are considered locally.

From 2017-2019, 31 right whales have died from avoidable causes, reducing the population to just 366.
Right whales are dying at extreme rates due to entanglements: 85 percent of right whales have been
entangled at least once in their lifetime, more than half of them have been entangled twice or more.
Vertical fishing lines pose a highly lethal threat to the North Atlantic right whale population as they travel
over one million miles of vertical lines along the East Coast, including our state waters.

The current draft regulations extend seasonal closures to all Massachusetts state waters from February 1
to April 30. While closures are helpful in the conservation realm, this measure fails to protect right whales
that are known to be present off the coast of Massachusetts during summer and fall months and cannot
provide protection for right whales for a majority of the year. We recommend the Division include an
implementation to fast-track permitting for ropeless technology usage which includes changing existing
regulations that require a vertical line and buoy in order to harvest lobster.

Ropeless gear can prevent marine entanglements while reducing the impacts to those who make a living
on the water. As the state must develop detailed steps to minimize and mitigate impacts all activities that
are impacting the endangered species, ropeless gear needs to be considered by the Division. Ropeless gear
works, and has a success rate of 98.4 percent, and has also been used around the world in different
fisheries. Ropeless gear devices are currently being used in tests along the East Coast and in
Massachusetts waters.

We stand at a critical moment where the North Atlantic right whale could become extinct in our lifetimes.
The proposed draft regulations rely on the same outdated fishing technology that has been used for over a
century. Now, we have the technology and opportunity to save right whales. We implore you to
implement measures that incorporate ropeless gear pilot programs in order to save our iconic state marine
mammal.

Thank you.



Councilor Annissa Essaibi-George
Boston

Selectman Dylan Clark
Barre

Selectboard Chair Bob Armstrong
Conway

City Councilor At-Large Julie Flowers
Beverly

City Councilor Alicia Bowman
Newton

City Councillor Jivan Sobrinho-Wheeler
CAMBRIDGE

City Councilor Stephanie Martins
Everett

Select Board Member Mark Sandeen
Lexington

Select Board Member Michael Bettencourt
Winchester

City Councilor Margareth Shepard
Framingham



From: Jim O"Connell

To: Fish, Marine (FWE)
Subject: NARW
Date: Sunday, December 20, 2020 1:19:29 AM

CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of
Massachusetts mail system. Do not click on links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2008/10/10/E8-24177/endangered-fish-and-
wildlife-final-rule-to-implement-speed-restrictions-to-reduce-the-threat-of-ship

I attend a zoom meeting with the NEAQ presenting a scientists who studied the impact speed
that could kill a NARW, who proclaimed no speed is safe. To reroute the shipping lane is the
best thing to do. So where have you been hiding this guy? Honestly you must give up
attacking the biggest and most responsible fishery in the USA. You guys raced up there with
all those fancy inventions and with the spotting planes recorded whale sightings were cruise
ships would have been last year if Covid hadn’t popped up. Now it should be obvious that I
am right. 18+ whales suddenly found floating in what is now called the Shediac Valley. In
my opinion they should have rerouted that cruise lane to the east of the Magdelan Islands like
that expert of yours suggested at the NEAQ ship strike public zoom meeting. Pat Keliher the
Chairman of the DMR who acknowledged that I sent a lot of my data to him said “Jim is
right”. It’s on the tape included here. He also said all you have to do is look north to find
where all the deaths have been occurring. Canada doesn’t care, “they have other priorities”.
Yes. That priority they were talking about was to pay for a multi million dollar brand new
unused 2nd cruise ship berthing pier. They needed to keep those cruise ships on time. A dead
whale was just another dead squirrel beside the road. Besides you could buy a stuffed whale
made in China at a souvenir shop on PEI.

If you can’t open it go to MPBN MAINE CALLING WITH JENNIFER ROOKS.

archived Jan 8 2020. Time (@ 24:24.

https://share.icloud.com/photos/OulpforkkoYmFHRYOKkNWXMOxg#Bar_Harbor

You guys have got to look at this whole picture again on the birthrate and keep in mind the
whales where increasing dramatically despite always under the loss of 3.2 whales accidentally
taken per year. Since 1980.

There were 150 new juveniles to take care of and teach them

the ropes. Of course there was an uptick in entanglements and ship strikes too. The récord
year of 9 serious entanglements was set during the largest increase in the population since
what? 1700’s? Actually one year before the 39 calf year in 2010.

So that is not slowing them down. Whales can get out of being entangled. 87 % show proof
of that.

You guys are causing millions of dollars of grief and losing the public’s confidence the longer
you keep covering for cruise ships and ship strikes in general. The take reduction number
should be raised to 3.2 . 7 calves two years ago. 10 born this year. No entanglements this
year! But, 2 ship strikes south of the cape. Looks like 12 + could be the number next year.
Not counting the surprise surge Canadian heavy crab gear your data states 5 lobster


mailto:bdoconnell123@gmail.com
mailto:marine.fish@mass.gov
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__www.federalregister.gov_documents_2008_10_10_E8-2D24177_endangered-2Dfish-2Dand-2Dwildlife-2Dfinal-2Drule-2Dto-2Dimplement-2Dspeed-2Drestrictions-2Dto-2Dreduce-2Dthe-2Dthreat-2Dof-2Dship&d=DwMFaQ&c=lDF7oMaPKXpkYvev9V-fVahWL0QWnGCCAfCDz1Bns_w&r=Y1CBtQZE17Rj2MeXjOmTypaU2t5pniKda5lCF15IQyg&m=AZzwtvR70A3Zk3xRFrQ_jiOapwpp7_g-Br4EcowKpNI&s=F8IdhJu8kzZTyoBZ5rVsHiqYFyQ82CWabF4tDHG7HbM&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__www.federalregister.gov_documents_2008_10_10_E8-2D24177_endangered-2Dfish-2Dand-2Dwildlife-2Dfinal-2Drule-2Dto-2Dimplement-2Dspeed-2Drestrictions-2Dto-2Dreduce-2Dthe-2Dthreat-2Dof-2Dship&d=DwMFaQ&c=lDF7oMaPKXpkYvev9V-fVahWL0QWnGCCAfCDz1Bns_w&r=Y1CBtQZE17Rj2MeXjOmTypaU2t5pniKda5lCF15IQyg&m=AZzwtvR70A3Zk3xRFrQ_jiOapwpp7_g-Br4EcowKpNI&s=F8IdhJu8kzZTyoBZ5rVsHiqYFyQ82CWabF4tDHG7HbM&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=http-3A__fisherynation.com_most-2Dlikely-2Dcarnival-2Dcruise-2Dlines-2Dis-2Dresponsible-2Dfor-2D18-2Dright-2Dwhale-2Ddeaths-2Din-2Dthe-2Dpast-2D3-2Dyear-2Dat-2Dwhich-2Drate-2Dthey-2Dwould-2Dsoon-2Dbe-2Dextinct&d=DwMFaQ&c=lDF7oMaPKXpkYvev9V-fVahWL0QWnGCCAfCDz1Bns_w&r=Y1CBtQZE17Rj2MeXjOmTypaU2t5pniKda5lCF15IQyg&m=AZzwtvR70A3Zk3xRFrQ_jiOapwpp7_g-Br4EcowKpNI&s=lJnseBec7SROTuuOp3fPEDWMqq_XiiZzsmMrAUywtEA&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=http-3A__fisherynation.com_most-2Dlikely-2Dcarnival-2Dcruise-2Dlines-2Dis-2Dresponsible-2Dfor-2D18-2Dright-2Dwhale-2Ddeaths-2Din-2Dthe-2Dpast-2D3-2Dyear-2Dat-2Dwhich-2Drate-2Dthey-2Dwould-2Dsoon-2Dbe-2Dextinct&d=DwMFaQ&c=lDF7oMaPKXpkYvev9V-fVahWL0QWnGCCAfCDz1Bns_w&r=Y1CBtQZE17Rj2MeXjOmTypaU2t5pniKda5lCF15IQyg&m=AZzwtvR70A3Zk3xRFrQ_jiOapwpp7_g-Br4EcowKpNI&s=lJnseBec7SROTuuOp3fPEDWMqq_XiiZzsmMrAUywtEA&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__share.icloud.com_photos_0uJpforkkoYmFHRYOkNWXMOxg-23Bar-5FHarbor&d=DwMFaQ&c=lDF7oMaPKXpkYvev9V-fVahWL0QWnGCCAfCDz1Bns_w&r=Y1CBtQZE17Rj2MeXjOmTypaU2t5pniKda5lCF15IQyg&m=AZzwtvR70A3Zk3xRFrQ_jiOapwpp7_g-Br4EcowKpNI&s=CPoKX5FCYmkZE5W4CCy-dYKf_SD64XJKZvBcHZTTF1g&e=

entanglement COD in the last 20 years. That is ¥4 whale per year. The cruise ships between
2017 and 2019 averaged 6 per year. Why are you going after lobstermen?

Jim O’Connell

207 288 4721

Sent from my iPad



From: Carrie Thomas

To: Fish, Marine (FWE)

Cc: Fish, Marine (FWE)

Subject: Please help protect critically endangered right whales in Massachusetts waters
Date: Friday, December 18, 2020 8:30:04 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts mail system. Do
not click on links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

Dear Director Daniel McKiernan,
Massachusetts can be a leader in the fight to save the North Atlantic right whale.

With less than 400 individuals remaining, the North Atlantic right whale is one of the most critically endangered
marine animals in the world. Entanglement in fishing gear and collisions with ships are pushing the species towards
extinction. We must take strong action today before it’s too late to save them.

North Atlantic right whales migrating through the waters of the East Coast must navigate a maze of deadly vertical
rope. Ropeless fishing gear can be the solution that we need to save right whales and keep fishermen on the water.

A viable pathway for permitting ropeless fishing gear should be included in the new proposed regulations in order to
fully address the issue of entanglement. Removing vertical buoy rope from the water and providing a permitting
structure for fishermen to legally utilize 21st century technology is the only long-term solution to reduce the
entanglement risk to right whales while ensuring a sustainable future for Massachusetts fishing communities.

cc: Director Daniel McKiernan
251 Causeway Street, Suite 400
Boston, MA

02114
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From: John Farrell

To: Fish, Marine (FWE)
Subject: Proposed Lobster Regulations
Date: Friday, December 18, 2020 5:16:32 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts mail system. Do
not click on links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

To: Director Daniel McKiernan

From: John Farrell

Date: December 18, 2020

Re: Proposed Lobster Fishing Regulations

As a full time lobster fisherman in the state of Massachusetts I am forwarding concerns regarding the proposed
regulations and whale entanglements. It has been my experience that no line entanglements or damage to whales /
turtle with current fishing methods being employed in state and federal waters where i fish. Iam aware of an
entanglement in Cape Cod Bay in 2016 as well as the current closure during the months of Feb through March.
While many attribute vertical lines as the main culprit of creating an environment detrimental to the North Atlantic
Right Whale it is a shift northward of their primary source of forage and ship strikes.

The changes proposed will create undue hardship not only on fishermen but many ancillary business that participate
directly and indirectly in the lobster industry. History shows a willingness on the part of fishermen to adjust current
gear, breakaway links, lower breaking tension of rope, and color identified lines to indicate where each fish. To take
away or limit a person’s ability to fish for a living is going too far. Furthermore it is by no coincidence that in this
time of COVID and no cruise ship traffic that no reports of ship strikes of whales has been filed. We don’t have the
financial resources to lobby as those large conglomerates or shipping lines do but we operate in no less of an
important participant in ocean and marine life.

As a member of the fishing community I trust that the challenges faced by fishermen, as well as those that operate in
this industry, we are caretakers of the resource and the environment in which they live. It is my hope that an ITP

can be obtained and fishing can continue as we are today.

Respectfully,
John Farrell

Sent from my iPhone
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Rocky Neck Lobster Co | Inc
12 Wiley St

Gloucester, Ma 01930
617-803-5799

December 18, 2020

Dear Director McKiernan,

I am a full-time commercial lobsterman out of Gloucester, Ma. | have been lobstering
since | was 8 years old and chose this profession after receiving my education at Maine
Maritime. | spent the first part of my career shipping out in winters in order to lobster full time
the other portion of the year. After 2 years of this, | began lobstering year-round and have been
lobstering full time for the last 12+ years. My wife Tess and | have built a life from me lobstering
and she now owns her own shoreside lobster and bait facility.

I am writing to you to express my opposition for the proposed closure of Ma state
waters to lobster traps and gillnets from Feb 1- April 30™. | understand the DMF is making an
effort by developing a Habitat Conservation Plan in order to obtain an ITP from NOAA and this
closure will aid in the possibility of NOAA granting this ITP. | do not however agree that this
closure will be in anyway effective in saving a right whale and is simply another step closer to
crippling a sustainable fishery that has been practicing conversation measures for decades.

Commercial Lobstering in MA is a huge part of many of the seaside communities in the
Commonwealth. It is a large economic player not only for the fishermen, their families and their
crew but for the fish companies, the bait dealers, the marina owners, the restaurants and more.
This is an industry we cannot afford to lose or damage without further proof that these new
whale regulations are necessary, and their results will outweigh the damage being done to
thousands of Ma residents who rely on commercial fishing to feed their families and pay their
mortgages. The DMF has waited to the absolute last second to spring this possible closure on
this fishery and it is simply unfair to expect us fishermen to react in such a short amount of
time. This year has been hard on everyone with Covid and unstable lobster prices all last Feb-
June. The average lobstermen can only take so many obstacles before their profession is no
longer going to be sustainable. How can you ask them to no longer fish for 3 months of the year
which is a time of year there is not data proving right whales aggregate north of Cape Cod Bay.
Why are recreational lobster license holders allowed to fish single pots with 10 vertical lines for
a pastime in the summer? We are hardworking fishermen who need this job to keep supporting
our families and this closure would be the first blow to slowly breaking down and significantly
damaging an industry. | think more time and serious thought need to be put into a decision that
will have an effect on so many industry participants including myself.

Thank you for your time.
Best,

Ryan Browne

F/V Moon Dancer



From: Kyle Borges

To: Fish, Marine (FWE)
Subject: Response to Dec 8 & 9, 2020 public hearing
Date: Friday, December 18, 2020 4:37:42 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of
Massachusetts mail system. Do not click on links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

Good Afternoon:
I would like to share my thoughts about this proposal.

It seems to be a drastic measure to initiate this proposal for a whale that MAY come through
this area. There are NO FACTS to back up this closure. It was stated in your webinar. To have
a closure of three months will hurt many lobster businesses. Most of the small lobster
businesses are barely surviving! Between high expenses and the low selling price. NOT
LOBSTERING FOR THREE MONTHS WILL MAKE MANY FAMILIES STRUGGLE!!!
We are hard working people who have real families we need to support. The endangered
species you should be worried about helping is the Lobstermen/Fisherman. They provide food
for the world and risk their lives doing it !

Regards
Kyle Borges
Lobsterman
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) mspca

advocacy

December 18, 2020

Daniel McKiernan, Director

The Commonwealth of Massachusetts Division of Marine Fisheries
251 Causeway Street, Suite 400

Boston, MA 02114

marine.fish@mass.gov

Dear Director McKiernan,

The Massachusetts Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals submits these comments in response to
your request for comments on proposed amendments to Division of Marine Fisheries regulations at 322 CMR
6.00, 7.00, and 12.00. The MSPCA is a national and international leader in animal protection and veterinary
medicine. Founded in 1868, we are the second-oldest humane society in the United States. The MSPCA
comprises our Animal Care and Adoption Centers, our Advocacy Department, and our Law Enforcement
Department. Angell Animal Medical Center is our nonprofit veterinary hospital.

Massachusetts must act to protect the right whale from extinction. Right whales currently number less than 400
individuals and they continue to die in unsustainable numbers. The primary causes of death for right whales are
vessel strikes and entanglements; no adult or juvenile right whale has been known to have died of natural
causes in roughly the past 15 years. Over 85% of right whales have been entangled at least once, and more than
half of the population has been entangled at least twice. Declines in female right whale numbers are especially
concerning, as their survival is crucial to that of the young. Females gestate for a year, and their young nurse for
one to two years and stay with their mothers for roughly a decade.

We support the proposed regulatory changes, with the exception of the seasonal closure length of the proposed
area, which we suggest be longer: beginning January 1 and extending through at least May 15, rather than
beginning February 1 and automatically re-opening on April 30. Right whales frequent Massachusetts waters
year-round, with the most found in Cape Cod Bay in the late winter and spring. In recent years Massachusetts
has had to extend closure times, including into the month of May.

The right whale is the official state marine mammal of Massachusetts. After having nearly hunted the animal to
extinction, and then having brought it back from the brink (it is estimated that there may have been fewer than
100 individuals in 1935), we must not relent in the fight to protect the right whale. Before it is too late, and
before the Commonwealth’s own official state marine mammal is driven to extinction, we must pass regulatory
changes to ensure the survival of this species.

Thank you for taking strong actions to protect this critically endangered animal, and thank you for your
consideration of our input and perspective.

Sincerely,

Kara Holmquist
Director of Advocacy



From: Linda Knowles

To: Fish, Marine (FWE)
Subject: Right Whales
Date: Saturday, December 19, 2020 12:19:41 AM

CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of
Massachusetts mail system. Do not click on links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

The proposed regulations to protect Right Whales that migrate off our shores are insufficient
and do not completely address the issue of entanglements, the leading cause of right whale
deaths. 85% of right whales have been entangled at least once in their lives, and over half of
the population has been entangled more than once.

We need to get rope out of the water—and fast. Ropeless fishing gear can help solve the
problem of right whale entanglements, while helping the fishing industry thrive. A pathway
towards advancing ropeless gear permitting is currently not being considered by DMF in its
draft regulations.

The right whale population is dwindling: scientists estimate that there are only 366 left.
Now is the time to act. DMF - we need greater measures in order to save right whales
from extinction.

Please save these majestic creatures from entanglement and death.

Thank you

Linda Knowles
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From: Tony Tobia

To: Fish, Marine (FWE)
Subject: Ropeless Fishing
Date: Friday, December 18, 2020 4:59:37 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of
Massachusetts mail system. Do not click on links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

Director Dan Kierman,

Please add my name to the many other names of those who support the transition to
ropeless fishing through the use of robust acoustic release technology. Thank you.

Sincerely,

Tony Tobia
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From: Janet Barad

To: Fish, Marine (FWE)
Subject: Save the Right Whale
Date: Friday, December 18, 2020 11:19:32 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts mail system. Do
not click on links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

I am writing to express my concern about the proposed regulations created to reduce entanglement risks posed to
North Atlantic right whales.

The primary causes of death for right whales are vessel strikes and entanglements: no adult or juvenile right whale
has died of natural causes in the past 17 years. The East Coast has over one million vertical lines that right whales
must navigate through in order to feed, including in our state waters. These ropes pose a direct risk to our state
marine mammal, the North Atlantic right whale.

Over 85% of right whales have been entangled at least once, and more than half of the population has been
entangled at least twice. The population, which is estimated at 366, is rapidly declining and could be extinct within
our lifetime.

Current enforced regulations require vertical buoy rope to be used when harvesting lobster. This must be revised
entirely, in order for ropeless fishing to become legal in Massachusetts.

DMF must implement a pathway for permitting ropeless gear, as the draft regulations that consider using 1700 Ib.
breakable rope for fishing lines attached to trap pots would still pose a threat to right whale calves and juveniles.

Ropeless gear has been used all over the world by fishermen in Australia, United Kingdom, Ireland, Canada and on
the West Coast. During a data analysis of over 1,000 deployments of various models, ropeless fishing gear had a
98.4 percent success rate. While federal and state regulators have been studying ropeless gear to no avail for the past
twenty years, multiple companies have worked with fishermen to manufacture gear that can be used by fishermen to
fish today.

DMF must consider ropeless gear to save North Atlantic right whales. Ropeless gear is the technology of the future
and the only long-term solution to reduce entanglements while keeping fishermen on the water. Please implement
measures that incorporate ropeless gear pilot programs in order to save the right whale.

Thank you.

Janet Barad
, 11215-5169
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From: Phyllis Corcacas

To: Fish, Marine (FWE)
Subject: Save the Right Whale
Date: Friday, December 18, 2020 11:19:24 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts mail system. Do
not click on links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

I am writing to express my concern about the proposed regulations created to reduce entanglement risks posed to
North Atlantic right whales.

The primary causes of death for right whales are vessel strikes and entanglements: no adult or juvenile right whale
has died of natural causes in the past 17 years. The East Coast has over one million vertical lines that right whales
must navigate through in order to feed, including in our state waters. These ropes pose a direct risk to our state
marine mammal, the North Atlantic right whale.

Over 85% of right whales have been entangled at least once, and more than half of the population has been
entangled at least twice. The population, which is estimated at 366, is rapidly declining and could be extinct within
our lifetime.

Current enforced regulations require vertical buoy rope to be used when harvesting lobster. This must be revised
entirely, in order for ropeless fishing to become legal in Massachusetts.

DMF must implement a pathway for permitting ropeless gear, as the draft regulations that consider using 1700 Ib.
breakable rope for fishing lines attached to trap pots would still pose a threat to right whale calves and juveniles.

Ropeless gear has been used all over the world by fishermen in Australia, United Kingdom, Ireland, Canada and on
the West Coast. During a data analysis of over 1,000 deployments of various models, ropeless fishing gear had a
98.4 percent success rate. While federal and state regulators have been studying ropeless gear to no avail for the past
twenty years, multiple companies have worked with fishermen to manufacture gear that can be used by fishermen to
fish today.

DMF must consider ropeless gear to save North Atlantic right whales. Ropeless gear is the technology of the future
and the only long-term solution to reduce entanglements while keeping fishermen on the water. Please implement
measures that incorporate ropeless gear pilot programs in order to save the right whale.

Thank you.

Phyllis Corcacas
New York, NY 10040
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From: Peter Kahigian

To: Fish, Marine (FWE)
Subject: Save the Right Whale
Date: Friday, December 18, 2020 11:19:16 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts mail system. Do
not click on links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

I am writing to express my concern about the proposed regulations created to reduce entanglement risks posed to
North Atlantic right whales.

The primary causes of death for right whales are vessel strikes and entanglements: no adult or juvenile right whale
has died of natural causes in the past 17 years. The East Coast has over one million vertical lines that right whales
must navigate through in order to feed, including in our state waters. These ropes pose a direct risk to our state
marine mammal, the North Atlantic right whale.

Over 85% of right whales have been entangled at least once, and more than half of the population has been
entangled at least twice. The population, which is estimated at 366, is rapidly declining and could be extinct within
our lifetime.

Current enforced regulations require vertical buoy rope to be used when harvesting lobster. This must be revised
entirely, in order for ropeless fishing to become legal in Massachusetts.

DMF must implement a pathway for permitting ropeless gear, as the draft regulations that consider using 1700 Ib.
breakable rope for fishing lines attached to trap pots would still pose a threat to right whale calves and juveniles.

Ropeless gear has been used all over the world by fishermen in Australia, United Kingdom, Ireland, Canada and on
the West Coast. During a data analysis of over 1,000 deployments of various models, ropeless fishing gear had a
98.4 percent success rate. While federal and state regulators have been studying ropeless gear to no avail for the past
twenty years, multiple companies have worked with fishermen to manufacture gear that can be used by fishermen to
fish today.

DMF must consider ropeless gear to save North Atlantic right whales. Ropeless gear is the technology of the future
and the only long-term solution to reduce entanglements while keeping fishermen on the water. Please implement
measures that incorporate ropeless gear pilot programs in order to save the right whale.

Thank you.

Peter Kahigian
Haverhill, MA 01831
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From: Juli Shields

To: Fish, Marine (FWE)
Subject: Save the Right Whale
Date: Friday, December 18, 2020 11:19:08 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts mail system. Do
not click on links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

I am writing to express my concern about the proposed regulations created to reduce entanglement risks posed to
North Atlantic right whales.

The primary causes of death for right whales are vessel strikes and entanglements: no adult or juvenile right whale
has died of natural causes in the past 17 years. The East Coast has over one million vertical lines that right whales
must navigate through in order to feed, including in our state waters. These ropes pose a direct risk to our state
marine mammal, the North Atlantic right whale.

Over 85% of right whales have been entangled at least once, and more than half of the population has been
entangled at least twice. The population, which is estimated at 366, is rapidly declining and could be extinct within
our lifetime.

Current enforced regulations require vertical buoy rope to be used when harvesting lobster. This must be revised
entirely, in order for ropeless fishing to become legal in Massachusetts.

DMF must implement a pathway for permitting ropeless gear, as the draft regulations that consider using 1700 Ib.
breakable rope for fishing lines attached to trap pots would still pose a threat to right whale calves and juveniles.

Ropeless gear has been used all over the world by fishermen in Australia, United Kingdom, Ireland, Canada and on
the West Coast. During a data analysis of over 1,000 deployments of various models, ropeless fishing gear had a
98.4 percent success rate. While federal and state regulators have been studying ropeless gear to no avail for the past
twenty years, multiple companies have worked with fishermen to manufacture gear that can be used by fishermen to
fish today.

DMF must consider ropeless gear to save North Atlantic right whales. Ropeless gear is the technology of the future
and the only long-term solution to reduce entanglements while keeping fishermen on the water. Please implement
measures that incorporate ropeless gear pilot programs in order to save the right whale.

Thank you.

Juli Shields
Conklin, NY 13748
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From: tom calderone

To: Fish, Marine (FWE)
Subject: Save the Right Whale
Date: Friday, December 18, 2020 11:18:59 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts mail system. Do
not click on links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

I am writing to express my concern about the proposed regulations created to reduce entanglement risks posed to
North Atlantic right whales.

The primary causes of death for right whales are vessel strikes and entanglements: no adult or juvenile right whale
has died of natural causes in the past 17 years. The East Coast has over one million vertical lines that right whales
must navigate through in order to feed, including in our state waters. These ropes pose a direct risk to our state
marine mammal, the North Atlantic right whale.

Over 85% of right whales have been entangled at least once, and more than half of the population has been
entangled at least twice. The population, which is estimated at 366, is rapidly declining and could be extinct within
our lifetime.

Current enforced regulations require vertical buoy rope to be used when harvesting lobster. This must be revised
entirely, in order for ropeless fishing to become legal in Massachusetts.

DMF must implement a pathway for permitting ropeless gear, as the draft regulations that consider using 1700 Ib.
breakable rope for fishing lines attached to trap pots would still pose a threat to right whale calves and juveniles.

Ropeless gear has been used all over the world by fishermen in Australia, United Kingdom, Ireland, Canada and on
the West Coast. During a data analysis of over 1,000 deployments of various models, ropeless fishing gear had a
98.4 percent success rate. While federal and state regulators have been studying ropeless gear to no avail for the past
twenty years, multiple companies have worked with fishermen to manufacture gear that can be used by fishermen to
fish today.

DMF must consider ropeless gear to save North Atlantic right whales. Ropeless gear is the technology of the future
and the only long-term solution to reduce entanglements while keeping fishermen on the water. Please implement
measures that incorporate ropeless gear pilot programs in order to save the right whale.

Thank you.

tom calderone
Levittown, NY 11756
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From: Laurie Flinn

To: Fish, Marine (FWE)
Subject: Save the Right Whale
Date: Friday, December 18, 2020 11:18:53 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts mail system. Do
not click on links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

I am writing to express my concern about the proposed regulations created to reduce entanglement risks posed to
North Atlantic right whales.

The primary causes of death for right whales are vessel strikes and entanglements: no adult or juvenile right whale
has died of natural causes in the past 17 years. The East Coast has over one million vertical lines that right whales
must navigate through in order to feed, including in our state waters. These ropes pose a direct risk to our state
marine mammal, the North Atlantic right whale.

Over 85% of right whales have been entangled at least once, and more than half of the population has been
entangled at least twice. The population, which is estimated at 366, is rapidly declining and could be extinct within
our lifetime.

Current enforced regulations require vertical buoy rope to be used when harvesting lobster. This must be revised
entirely, in order for ropeless fishing to become legal in Massachusetts.

DMF must implement a pathway for permitting ropeless gear, as the draft regulations that consider using 1700 Ib.
breakable rope for fishing lines attached to trap pots would still pose a threat to right whale calves and juveniles.

Ropeless gear has been used all over the world by fishermen in Australia, United Kingdom, Ireland, Canada and on
the West Coast. During a data analysis of over 1,000 deployments of various models, ropeless fishing gear had a
98.4 percent success rate. While federal and state regulators have been studying ropeless gear to no avail for the past
twenty years, multiple companies have worked with fishermen to manufacture gear that can be used by fishermen to
fish today.

DMF must consider ropeless gear to save North Atlantic right whales. Ropeless gear is the technology of the future
and the only long-term solution to reduce entanglements while keeping fishermen on the water. Please implement
measures that incorporate ropeless gear pilot programs in order to save the right whale.

Thank you.

Laurie Flinn
Haverhill, MA 01830


mailto:info@ropelessforrightwhales.com
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From: Dean Onessimo

To: Fish, Marine (FWE)
Subject: Save the Right Whale
Date: Friday, December 18, 2020 10:21:40 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts mail system. Do
not click on links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

I am writing to express my concern about the proposed regulations created to reduce entanglement risks posed to
North Atlantic right whales.

The primary causes of death for right whales are vessel strikes and entanglements: no adult or juvenile right whale
has died of natural causes in the past 17 years. The East Coast has over one million vertical lines that right whales
must navigate through in order to feed, including in our state waters. These ropes pose a direct risk to our state
marine mammal, the North Atlantic right whale.

Over 85% of right whales have been entangled at least once, and more than half of the population has been
entangled at least twice. The population, which is estimated at 366, is rapidly declining and could be extinct within
our lifetime.

Current enforced regulations require vertical buoy rope to be used when harvesting lobster. This must be revised
entirely, in order for ropeless fishing to become legal in Massachusetts.

DMF must implement a pathway for permitting ropeless gear, as the draft regulations that consider using 1700 Ib.
breakable rope for fishing lines attached to trap pots would still pose a threat to right whale calves and juveniles.

Ropeless gear has been used all over the world by fishermen in Australia, United Kingdom, Ireland, Canada and on
the West Coast. During a data analysis of over 1,000 deployments of various models, ropeless fishing gear had a
98.4 percent success rate. While federal and state regulators have been studying ropeless gear to no avail for the past
twenty years, multiple companies have worked with fishermen to manufacture gear that can be used by fishermen to
fish today.

DMF must consider ropeless gear to save North Atlantic right whales. Ropeless gear is the technology of the future
and the only long-term solution to reduce entanglements while keeping fishermen on the water. Please implement
measures that incorporate ropeless gear pilot programs in order to save the right whale.

Thank you.

Dean Onessimo
West Palm Beach, FL 33418
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From: Ed Frechette

To: Fish, Marine (FWE)
Subject: Save the Right Whale
Date: Friday, December 18, 2020 10:21:30 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts mail system. Do
not click on links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

I am writing to express my concern about the proposed regulations created to reduce entanglement risks posed to
North Atlantic right whales.

The primary causes of death for right whales are vessel strikes and entanglements: no adult or juvenile right whale
has died of natural causes in the past 17 years. The East Coast has over one million vertical lines that right whales
must navigate through in order to feed, including in our state waters. These ropes pose a direct risk to our state
marine mammal, the North Atlantic right whale.

Over 85% of right whales have been entangled at least once, and more than half of the population has been
entangled at least twice. The population, which is estimated at 366, is rapidly declining and could be extinct within
our lifetime.

Current enforced regulations require vertical buoy rope to be used when harvesting lobster. This must be revised
entirely, in order for ropeless fishing to become legal in Massachusetts.

DMF must implement a pathway for permitting ropeless gear, as the draft regulations that consider using 1700 Ib.
breakable rope for fishing lines attached to trap pots would still pose a threat to right whale calves and juveniles.

Ropeless gear has been used all over the world by fishermen in Australia, United Kingdom, Ireland, Canada and on
the West Coast. During a data analysis of over 1,000 deployments of various models, ropeless fishing gear had a
98.4 percent success rate. While federal and state regulators have been studying ropeless gear to no avail for the past
twenty years, multiple companies have worked with fishermen to manufacture gear that can be used by fishermen to
fish today.

DMF must consider ropeless gear to save North Atlantic right whales. Ropeless gear is the technology of the future
and the only long-term solution to reduce entanglements while keeping fishermen on the water. Please implement
measures that incorporate ropeless gear pilot programs in order to save the right whale.

Thank you.

Ed Frechette
Dorchester Center, MA 02124
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From: Flo Fender

To: Fish, Marine (FWE)
Subject: Save the Right Whale
Date: Friday, December 18, 2020 10:21:19 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts mail system. Do
not click on links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

I am writing to express my concern about the proposed regulations created to reduce entanglement risks posed to
North Atlantic right whales.

The primary causes of death for right whales are vessel strikes and entanglements: no adult or juvenile right whale
has died of natural causes in the past 17 years. The East Coast has over one million vertical lines that right whales
must navigate through in order to feed, including in our state waters. These ropes pose a direct risk to our state
marine mammal, the North Atlantic right whale.

Over 85% of right whales have been entangled at least once, and more than half of the population has been
entangled at least twice. The population, which is estimated at 366, is rapidly declining and could be extinct within
our lifetime.

Current enforced regulations require vertical buoy rope to be used when harvesting lobster. This must be revised
entirely, in order for ropeless fishing to become legal in Massachusetts.

DMF must implement a pathway for permitting ropeless gear, as the draft regulations that consider using 1700 Ib.
breakable rope for fishing lines attached to trap pots would still pose a threat to right whale calves and juveniles.

Ropeless gear has been used all over the world by fishermen in Australia, United Kingdom, Ireland, Canada and on
the West Coast. During a data analysis of over 1,000 deployments of various models, ropeless fishing gear had a
98.4 percent success rate. While federal and state regulators have been studying ropeless gear to no avail for the past
twenty years, multiple companies have worked with fishermen to manufacture gear that can be used by fishermen to
fish today.

DMF must consider ropeless gear to save North Atlantic right whales. Ropeless gear is the technology of the future
and the only long-term solution to reduce entanglements while keeping fishermen on the water. Please implement
measures that incorporate ropeless gear pilot programs in order to save the right whale.

Thank you.

Flo Fender
Pine Valley, NY 14872
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From: karen krause

To: Fish, Marine (FWE)
Subject: Save the Right Whale
Date: Friday, December 18, 2020 10:21:13 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts mail system. Do
not click on links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

I am writing to express my concern about the proposed regulations created to reduce entanglement risks posed to
North Atlantic right whales.

The primary causes of death for right whales are vessel strikes and entanglements: no adult or juvenile right whale
has died of natural causes in the past 17 years. The East Coast has over one million vertical lines that right whales
must navigate through in order to feed, including in our state waters. These ropes pose a direct risk to our state
marine mammal, the North Atlantic right whale.

Over 85% of right whales have been entangled at least once, and more than half of the population has been
entangled at least twice. The population, which is estimated at 366, is rapidly declining and could be extinct within
our lifetime.

Current enforced regulations require vertical buoy rope to be used when harvesting lobster. This must be revised
entirely, in order for ropeless fishing to become legal in Massachusetts.

DMF must implement a pathway for permitting ropeless gear, as the draft regulations that consider using 1700 Ib.
breakable rope for fishing lines attached to trap pots would still pose a threat to right whale calves and juveniles.

Ropeless gear has been used all over the world by fishermen in Australia, United Kingdom, Ireland, Canada and on
the West Coast. During a data analysis of over 1,000 deployments of various models, ropeless fishing gear had a
98.4 percent success rate. While federal and state regulators have been studying ropeless gear to no avail for the past
twenty years, multiple companies have worked with fishermen to manufacture gear that can be used by fishermen to
fish today.

DMF must consider ropeless gear to save North Atlantic right whales. Ropeless gear is the technology of the future
and the only long-term solution to reduce entanglements while keeping fishermen on the water. Please implement
measures that incorporate ropeless gear pilot programs in order to save the right whale.

Thank you.

karen krause
Albany, NY 12205
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From: Greg Strauss

To: Fish, Marine (FWE)
Subject: Save the Right Whale
Date: Friday, December 18, 2020 10:21:01 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts mail system. Do
not click on links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

I am writing to express my concern about the proposed regulations created to reduce entanglement risks posed to
North Atlantic right whales.

The primary causes of death for right whales are vessel strikes and entanglements: no adult or juvenile right whale
has died of natural causes in the past 17 years. The East Coast has over one million vertical lines that right whales
must navigate through in order to feed, including in our state waters. These ropes pose a direct risk to our state
marine mammal, the North Atlantic right whale.

Over 85% of right whales have been entangled at least once, and more than half of the population has been
entangled at least twice. The population, which is estimated at 366, is rapidly declining and could be extinct within
our lifetime.

Current enforced regulations require vertical buoy rope to be used when harvesting lobster. This must be revised
entirely, in order for ropeless fishing to become legal in Massachusetts.

DMF must implement a pathway for permitting ropeless gear, as the draft regulations that consider using 1700 Ib.
breakable rope for fishing lines attached to trap pots would still pose a threat to right whale calves and juveniles.

Ropeless gear has been used all over the world by fishermen in Australia, United Kingdom, Ireland, Canada and on
the West Coast. During a data analysis of over 1,000 deployments of various models, ropeless fishing gear had a
98.4 percent success rate. While federal and state regulators have been studying ropeless gear to no avail for the past
twenty years, multiple companies have worked with fishermen to manufacture gear that can be used by fishermen to
fish today.

DMF must consider ropeless gear to save North Atlantic right whales. Ropeless gear is the technology of the future
and the only long-term solution to reduce entanglements while keeping fishermen on the water. Please implement
measures that incorporate ropeless gear pilot programs in order to save the right whale.

Thank you.

Greg Strauss
North Miami Beach, FL 33162
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From: Charles Bolick

To: Fish, Marine (FWE)
Subject: Save the Right Whale
Date: Friday, December 18, 2020 10:20:59 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts mail system. Do
not click on links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

I am writing to express my concern about the proposed regulations created to reduce entanglement risks posed to
North Atlantic right whales.

The primary causes of death for right whales are vessel strikes and entanglements: no adult or juvenile right whale
has died of natural causes in the past 17 years. The East Coast has over one million vertical lines that right whales
must navigate through in order to feed, including in our state waters. These ropes pose a direct risk to our state
marine mammal, the North Atlantic right whale.

Over 85% of right whales have been entangled at least once, and more than half of the population has been
entangled at least twice. The population, which is estimated at 366, is rapidly declining and could be extinct within
our lifetime.

Current enforced regulations require vertical buoy rope to be used when harvesting lobster. This must be revised
entirely, in order for ropeless fishing to become legal in Massachusetts.

DMF must implement a pathway for permitting ropeless gear, as the draft regulations that consider using 1700 Ib.
breakable rope for fishing lines attached to trap pots would still pose a threat to right whale calves and juveniles.

Ropeless gear has been used all over the world by fishermen in Australia, United Kingdom, Ireland, Canada and on
the West Coast. During a data analysis of over 1,000 deployments of various models, ropeless fishing gear had a
98.4 percent success rate. While federal and state regulators have been studying ropeless gear to no avail for the past
twenty years, multiple companies have worked with fishermen to manufacture gear that can be used by fishermen to
fish today.

DMF must consider ropeless gear to save North Atlantic right whales. Ropeless gear is the technology of the future
and the only long-term solution to reduce entanglements while keeping fishermen on the water. Please implement
measures that incorporate ropeless gear pilot programs in order to save the right whale.

Thank you.

Charles Bolick
Pompano Beach, FL 33069
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From: Robert Dowling

To: Fish, Marine (FWE)
Subject: Save the Right Whale
Date: Friday, December 18, 2020 10:20:50 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts mail system. Do
not click on links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

I am writing to express my concern about the proposed regulations created to reduce entanglement risks posed to
North Atlantic right whales.

The primary causes of death for right whales are vessel strikes and entanglements: no adult or juvenile right whale
has died of natural causes in the past 17 years. The East Coast has over one million vertical lines that right whales
must navigate through in order to feed, including in our state waters. These ropes pose a direct risk to our state
marine mammal, the North Atlantic right whale.

Over 85% of right whales have been entangled at least once, and more than half of the population has been
entangled at least twice. The population, which is estimated at 366, is rapidly declining and could be extinct within
our lifetime.

Current enforced regulations require vertical buoy rope to be used when harvesting lobster. This must be revised
entirely, in order for ropeless fishing to become legal in Massachusetts.

DMF must implement a pathway for permitting ropeless gear, as the draft regulations that consider using 1700 Ib.
breakable rope for fishing lines attached to trap pots would still pose a threat to right whale calves and juveniles.

Ropeless gear has been used all over the world by fishermen in Australia, United Kingdom, Ireland, Canada and on
the West Coast. During a data analysis of over 1,000 deployments of various models, ropeless fishing gear had a
98.4 percent success rate. While federal and state regulators have been studying ropeless gear to no avail for the past
twenty years, multiple companies have worked with fishermen to manufacture gear that can be used by fishermen to
fish today.

DMF must consider ropeless gear to save North Atlantic right whales. Ropeless gear is the technology of the future
and the only long-term solution to reduce entanglements while keeping fishermen on the water. Please implement
measures that incorporate ropeless gear pilot programs in order to save the right whale.

Thank you.

Robert Dowling
Staten Island, NY 10308
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From: Kathleen Lentz

To: Fish, Marine (FWE)
Subject: Save the Right Whale
Date: Friday, December 18, 2020 10:20:44 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts mail system. Do
not click on links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

I am concerned about the proposed regulations created to reduce entanglement risks posed to North Atlantic right
whales.

As you know, the primary causes of death for right whales are vessel strikes and entanglements: no adult or juvenile
right whale has died of natural causes in the past 17 years. These ropes should be eliminated--NOW - if there is to
be any possibility that this whale will become extinct. DO THE RIGHT THING by whales, and by our
environment. We must take care of our state marine mammal, the North Atlantic right whale. MASSACHUSETTS
IS OFTEN IN THE LEAD ON ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES -- LETS KEEP THAT GOING.

Over 85% of right whales have been entangled at least once, and more than half of the population has been
entangled at least twice. The population, which is estimated at 366, is rapidly declining and could be extinct within
our lifetime.

Current enforced regulations require vertical buoy rope to be used when harvesting lobster. This must be revised
entirely, in order for ropeless fishing to become legal in Massachusetts.

DMF must implement a pathway for permitting ropeless gear, as the draft regulations that consider using 1700 Ib.
breakable rope for fishing lines attached to trap pots would still pose a threat to right whale calves and juveniles.

Ropeless gear has been used all over the world by fishermen in Australia, United Kingdom, Ireland, Canada and on
the West Coast. During a data analysis of over 1,000 deployments of various models, ropeless fishing gear had a
98.4 percent success rate. While federal and state regulators have been studying ropeless gear to no avail for the past
twenty years, multiple companies have worked with fishermen to manufacture gear that can be used by fishermen to
fish today.

DMF must consider ropeless gear to save North Atlantic right whales. Ropeless gear is the technology of the future
and the only long-term solution to reduce entanglements while keeping fishermen on the water. Please implement
measures that incorporate ropeless gear pilot programs in order to save the right whale.

Thank you.

Kathleen Lentz
Arlington, MA 02476
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From: Douglas Klein

To: Fish, Marine (FWE)
Subject: Save the Right Whale
Date: Friday, December 18, 2020 10:20:37 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts mail system. Do
not click on links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

I am writing to express my concern about the proposed regulations created to reduce entanglement risks posed to
North Atlantic right whales.

The primary causes of death for right whales are vessel strikes and entanglements: no adult or juvenile right whale
has died of natural causes in the past 17 years. The East Coast has over one million vertical lines that right whales
must navigate through in order to feed, including in our state waters. These ropes pose a direct risk to our state
marine mammal, the North Atlantic right whale.

Over 85% of right whales have been entangled at least once, and more than half of the population has been
entangled at least twice. The population, which is estimated at 366, is rapidly declining and could be extinct within
our lifetime.

Current enforced regulations require vertical buoy rope to be used when harvesting lobster. This must be revised
entirely, in order for ropeless fishing to become legal in Massachusetts.

DMF must implement a pathway for permitting ropeless gear, as the draft regulations that consider using 1700 Ib.
breakable rope for fishing lines attached to trap pots would still pose a threat to right whale calves and juveniles.

Ropeless gear has been used all over the world by fishermen in Australia, United Kingdom, Ireland, Canada and on
the West Coast. During a data analysis of over 1,000 deployments of various models, ropeless fishing gear had a
98.4 percent success rate. While federal and state regulators have been studying ropeless gear to no avail for the past
twenty years, multiple companies have worked with fishermen to manufacture gear that can be used by fishermen to
fish today.

DMF must consider ropeless gear to save North Atlantic right whales. Ropeless gear is the technology of the future
and the only long-term solution to reduce entanglements while keeping fishermen on the water. Please implement
measures that incorporate ropeless gear pilot programs in order to save the right whale.

Thank you.

Douglas Klein
Saint Petersburg, FL 33703
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From: Ward Davis

To: Fish, Marine (FWE)
Subject: Save the Right Whale
Date: Friday, December 18, 2020 10:20:28 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts mail system. Do
not click on links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

I am writing to express my concern about the proposed regulations created to reduce entanglement risks posed to
North Atlantic right whales.

The primary causes of death for right whales are vessel strikes and entanglements: no adult or juvenile right whale
has died of natural causes in the past 17 years. The East Coast has over one million vertical lines that right whales
must navigate through in order to feed, including in our state waters. These ropes pose a direct risk to our state
marine mammal, the North Atlantic right whale.

Over 85% of right whales have been entangled at least once, and more than half of the population has been
entangled at least twice. The population, which is estimated at 366, is rapidly declining and could be extinct within
our lifetime.

Current enforced regulations require vertical buoy rope to be used when harvesting lobster. This must be revised
entirely, in order for ropeless fishing to become legal in Massachusetts.

DMF must implement a pathway for permitting ropeless gear, as the draft regulations that consider using 1700 Ib.
breakable rope for fishing lines attached to trap pots would still pose a threat to right whale calves and juveniles.

Ropeless gear has been used all over the world by fishermen in Australia, United Kingdom, Ireland, Canada and on
the West Coast. During a data analysis of over 1,000 deployments of various models, ropeless fishing gear had a
98.4 percent success rate. While federal and state regulators have been studying ropeless gear to no avail for the past
twenty years, multiple companies have worked with fishermen to manufacture gear that can be used by fishermen to
fish today.

DMF must consider ropeless gear to save North Atlantic right whales. Ropeless gear is the technology of the future
and the only long-term solution to reduce entanglements while keeping fishermen on the water. Please implement
measures that incorporate ropeless gear pilot programs in order to save the right whale.

Thank you.

Ward Davis
Belle Isle, FL 32812
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From: Gudrun Dennis

To: Fish, Marine (FWE)
Subject: Save the Right Whale
Date: Friday, December 18, 2020 10:20:24 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts mail system. Do
not click on links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

I am writing to express my concern about the proposed regulations created to reduce entanglement risks posed to
North Atlantic right whales.

The primary causes of death for right whales are vessel strikes and entanglements: no adult or juvenile right whale
has died of natural causes in the past 17 years. The East Coast has over one million vertical lines that right whales
must navigate through in order to feed, including in our state waters. These ropes pose a direct risk to our state
marine mammal, the North Atlantic right whale.

Over 85% of right whales have been entangled at least once, and more than half of the population has been
entangled at least twice. The population, which is estimated at 366, is rapidly declining and could be extinct within
our lifetime.

Current enforced regulations require vertical buoy rope to be used when harvesting lobster. This must be revised
entirely, in order for ropeless fishing to become legal in Massachusetts.

DMF must implement a pathway for permitting ropeless gear, as the draft regulations that consider using 1700 Ib.
breakable rope for fishing lines attached to trap pots would still pose a threat to right whale calves and juveniles.

Ropeless gear has been used all over the world by fishermen in Australia, United Kingdom, Ireland, Canada and on
the West Coast. During a data analysis of over 1,000 deployments of various models, ropeless fishing gear had a
98.4 percent success rate. While federal and state regulators have been studying ropeless gear to no avail for the past
twenty years, multiple companies have worked with fishermen to manufacture gear that can be used by fishermen to
fish today.

DMF must consider ropeless gear to save North Atlantic right whales. Ropeless gear is the technology of the future
and the only long-term solution to reduce entanglements while keeping fishermen on the water. Please implement
measures that incorporate ropeless gear pilot programs in order to save the right whale.

Thank you.

Gudrun Dennis
, 32653-1950
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From: Judy Oates

To: Fish, Marine (FWE)
Subject: Save the Right Whale
Date: Friday, December 18, 2020 10:20:16 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts mail system. Do
not click on links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

I am writing to express my concern about the proposed regulations created to reduce entanglement risks posed to
North Atlantic right whales.

The primary causes of death for right whales are vessel strikes and entanglements: no adult or juvenile right whale
has died of natural causes in the past 17 years. The East Coast has over one million vertical lines that right whales
must navigate through in order to feed, including in our state waters. These ropes pose a direct risk to our state
marine mammal, the North Atlantic right whale.

Over 85% of right whales have been entangled at least once, and more than half of the population has been
entangled at least twice. The population, which is estimated at 366, is rapidly declining and could be extinct within
our lifetime.

Current enforced regulations require vertical buoy rope to be used when harvesting lobster. This must be revised
entirely, in order for ropeless fishing to become legal in Massachusetts.

DMF must implement a pathway for permitting ropeless gear, as the draft regulations that consider using 1700 Ib.
breakable rope for fishing lines attached to trap pots would still pose a threat to right whale calves and juveniles.

Ropeless gear has been used all over the world by fishermen in Australia, United Kingdom, Ireland, Canada and on
the West Coast. During a data analysis of over 1,000 deployments of various models, ropeless fishing gear had a
98.4 percent success rate. While federal and state regulators have been studying ropeless gear to no avail for the past
twenty years, multiple companies have worked with fishermen to manufacture gear that can be used by fishermen to
fish today.

DMF must consider ropeless gear to save North Atlantic right whales. Ropeless gear is the technology of the future
and the only long-term solution to reduce entanglements while keeping fishermen on the water. Please implement
measures that incorporate ropeless gear pilot programs in order to save the right whale.

Thank you.

Judy Oates
Great Barrington, MA 01230
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From: Maureen Burke

To: Fish, Marine (FWE)
Subject: Save the Right Whale
Date: Friday, December 18, 2020 10:20:11 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts mail system. Do
not click on links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

I am writing to express my concern about the proposed regulations created to reduce entanglement risks posed to
North Atlantic right whales.

The primary causes of death for right whales are vessel strikes and entanglements: no adult or juvenile right whale
has died of natural causes in the past 17 years. The East Coast has over one million vertical lines that right whales
must navigate through in order to feed, including in our state waters. These ropes pose a direct risk to our state
marine mammal, the North Atlantic right whale.

Over 85% of right whales have been entangled at least once, and more than half of the population has been
entangled at least twice. The population, which is estimated at 366, is rapidly declining and could be extinct within
our lifetime.

Current enforced regulations require vertical buoy rope to be used when harvesting lobster. This must be revised
entirely, in order for ropeless fishing to become legal in Massachusetts.

DMF must implement a pathway for permitting ropeless gear, as the draft regulations that consider using 1700 Ib.
breakable rope for fishing lines attached to trap pots would still pose a threat to right whale calves and juveniles.

Ropeless gear has been used all over the world by fishermen in Australia, United Kingdom, Ireland, Canada and on
the West Coast. During a data analysis of over 1,000 deployments of various models, ropeless fishing gear had a
98.4 percent success rate. While federal and state regulators have been studying ropeless gear to no avail for the past
twenty years, multiple companies have worked with fishermen to manufacture gear that can be used by fishermen to
fish today.

DMF must consider ropeless gear to save North Atlantic right whales. Ropeless gear is the technology of the future
and the only long-term solution to reduce entanglements while keeping fishermen on the water. Please implement
measures that incorporate ropeless gear pilot programs in order to save the right whale.

Thank you.

Maureen Burke
Palm Beach Gardens, FL 33418
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From: Mary Boniello

To: Fish, Marine (FWE)
Subject: Save the Right Whale
Date: Friday, December 18, 2020 10:20:03 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts mail system. Do
not click on links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

I am writing to express my concern about the proposed regulations created to reduce entanglement risks posed to
North Atlantic right whales.

The primary causes of death for right whales are vessel strikes and entanglements: no adult or juvenile right whale
has died of natural causes in the past 17 years. The East Coast has over one million vertical lines that right whales
must navigate through in order to feed, including in our state waters. These ropes pose a direct risk to our state
marine mammal, the North Atlantic right whale.

Over 85% of right whales have been entangled at least once, and more than half of the population has been
entangled at least twice. The population, which is estimated at 366, is rapidly declining and could be extinct within
our lifetime.

Current enforced regulations require vertical buoy rope to be used when harvesting lobster. This must be revised
entirely, in order for ropeless fishing to become legal in Massachusetts.

DMF must implement a pathway for permitting ropeless gear, as the draft regulations that consider using 1700 Ib.
breakable rope for fishing lines attached to trap pots would still pose a threat to right whale calves and juveniles.

Ropeless gear has been used all over the world by fishermen in Australia, United Kingdom, Ireland, Canada and on
the West Coast. During a data analysis of over 1,000 deployments of various models, ropeless fishing gear had a
98.4 percent success rate. While federal and state regulators have been studying ropeless gear to no avail for the past
twenty years, multiple companies have worked with fishermen to manufacture gear that can be used by fishermen to
fish today.

DMF must consider ropeless gear to save North Atlantic right whales. Ropeless gear is the technology of the future
and the only long-term solution to reduce entanglements while keeping fishermen on the water. Please implement
measures that incorporate ropeless gear pilot programs in order to save the right whale.

Thank you.

Mary Boniello
Yonkers, NY 10701
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From: Elizabeth Clemmey

To: Fish, Marine (FWE)
Subject: Save the Right Whale
Date: Friday, December 18, 2020 10:19:52 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts mail system. Do
not click on links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

I am writing to express my concern about the proposed regulations created to reduce entanglement risks posed to
North Atlantic right whales.

The primary causes of death for right whales are vessel strikes and entanglements: no adult or juvenile right whale
has died of natural causes in the past 17 years. The East Coast has over one million vertical lines that right whales
must navigate through in order to feed, including in our state waters. These ropes pose a direct risk to our state
marine mammal, the North Atlantic right whale.

Over 85% of right whales have been entangled at least once, and more than half of the population has been
entangled at least twice. The population, which is estimated at 366, is rapidly declining and could be extinct within
our lifetime.

Current enforced regulations require vertical buoy rope to be used when harvesting lobster. This must be revised
entirely, in order for ropeless fishing to become legal in Massachusetts.

DMF must implement a pathway for permitting ropeless gear, as the draft regulations that consider using 1700 Ib.
breakable rope for fishing lines attached to trap pots would still pose a threat to right whale calves and juveniles.

Ropeless gear has been used all over the world by fishermen in Australia, United Kingdom, Ireland, Canada and on
the West Coast. During a data analysis of over 1,000 deployments of various models, ropeless fishing gear had a
98.4 percent success rate. While federal and state regulators have been studying ropeless gear to no avail for the past
twenty years, multiple companies have worked with fishermen to manufacture gear that can be used by fishermen to
fish today.

DMF must consider ropeless gear to save North Atlantic right whales. Ropeless gear is the technology of the future
and the only long-term solution to reduce entanglements while keeping fishermen on the water. Please implement
measures that incorporate ropeless gear pilot programs in order to save the right whale.

I cannot continue to attend these hearings, write these correspondence, and advocate regularly with the powers that
be with the absolute lack of attention to these magnificent creatures. Ropeless gear and better location systems need
to be universally used to protect the North Atlantic right whales. These actions have been proposed for decades.
How many creatures do we let go before it’s to many. How many ecosystems do we destroy before it’s to many.
When do we understand protecting wildlife and wild places protects us. The destruction of wildlife and wild places
is our own destruction. Do what’s right. Not what’s easy. Take action that will live on forever. It’s beyond time.
Thank you.

Elizabeth Clemmey
Mansfield, MA 02048
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From: Greg Gazzana

To: Fish, Marine (FWE)
Subject: Save the Right Whale
Date: Friday, December 18, 2020 10:19:49 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts mail system. Do
not click on links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

I am writing to express my concern about the proposed regulations created to reduce entanglement risks posed to
North Atlantic right whales.

The primary causes of death for right whales are vessel strikes and entanglements: no adult or juvenile right whale
has died of natural causes in the past 17 years. The East Coast has over one million vertical lines that right whales
must navigate through in order to feed, including in our state waters. These ropes pose a direct risk to our state
marine mammal, the North Atlantic right whale.

Over 85% of right whales have been entangled at least once, and more than half of the population has been
entangled at least twice. The population, which is estimated at 366, is rapidly declining and could be extinct within
our lifetime.

Current enforced regulations require vertical buoy rope to be used when harvesting lobster. This must be revised
entirely, in order for ropeless fishing to become legal in Massachusetts.

DMF must implement a pathway for permitting ropeless gear, as the draft regulations that consider using 1700 Ib.
breakable rope for fishing lines attached to trap pots would still pose a threat to right whale calves and juveniles.

Ropeless gear has been used all over the world by fishermen in Australia, United Kingdom, Ireland, Canada and on
the West Coast. During a data analysis of over 1,000 deployments of various models, ropeless fishing gear had a
98.4 percent success rate. While federal and state regulators have been studying ropeless gear to no avail for the past
twenty years, multiple companies have worked with fishermen to manufacture gear that can be used by fishermen to
fish today.

DMF must consider ropeless gear to save North Atlantic right whales. Ropeless gear is the technology of the future
and the only long-term solution to reduce entanglements while keeping fishermen on the water. Please implement
measures that incorporate ropeless gear pilot programs in order to save the right whale.

Thank you.

Greg Gazzana
Brooksville, FL 34602
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From: H

To: Fish, Marine (FWE)
Subject: Save the Right Whale
Date: Friday, December 18, 2020 10:19:41 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts mail system. Do
not click on links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

I am writing to express my concern about the proposed regulations created to reduce entanglement risks posed to
North Atlantic right whales.

The primary causes of death for right whales are vessel strikes and entanglements: no adult or juvenile right whale
has died of natural causes in the past 17 years. The East Coast has over one million vertical lines that right whales
must navigate through in order to feed, including in our state waters. These ropes pose a direct risk to our state
marine mammal, the North Atlantic right whale.

Over 85% of right whales have been entangled at least once, and more than half of the population has been
entangled at least twice. The population, which is estimated at 366, is rapidly declining and could be extinct within
our lifetime.

Current enforced regulations require vertical buoy rope to be used when harvesting lobster. This must be revised
entirely, in order for ropeless fishing to become legal in Massachusetts.

DMF must implement a pathway for permitting ropeless gear, as the draft regulations that consider using 1700 Ib.
breakable rope for fishing lines attached to trap pots would still pose a threat to right whale calves and juveniles.

Ropeless gear has been used all over the world by fishermen in Australia, United Kingdom, Ireland, Canada and on
the West Coast. During a data analysis of over 1,000 deployments of various models, ropeless fishing gear had a
98.4 percent success rate. While federal and state regulators have been studying ropeless gear to no avail for the past
twenty years, multiple companies have worked with fishermen to manufacture gear that can be used by fishermen to
fish today.

DMF must consider ropeless gear to save North Atlantic right whales. Ropeless gear is the technology of the future
and the only long-term solution to reduce entanglements while keeping fishermen on the water. Please implement
measures that incorporate ropeless gear pilot programs in order to save the right whale.

Thank you.

DH
Fort Pierce, FL 34945
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From: Whitney Leonard

To: Fish, Marine (FWE)
Subject: Save the Right Whale
Date: Friday, December 18, 2020 10:19:34 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts mail system. Do
not click on links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

I am writing to express my concern about the proposed regulations created to reduce entanglement risks posed to
North Atlantic right whales. As a native of Massachusetts and someone who has personally studied issues relating
to right whale entanglements, this issue is of great concern and interest to me.

The primary causes of death for right whales are vessel strikes and entanglements: no adult or juvenile right whale
has died of natural causes in the past 17 years. The East Coast has over one million vertical lines that right whales
must navigate through in order to feed, including in our state waters. These ropes pose a direct risk to our state
marine mammal, the North Atlantic right whale.

Over 85% of right whales have been entangled at least once, and more than half of the population has been
entangled at least twice. The population, which is estimated at 366, is rapidly declining and could be extinct within
our lifetime.

Current enforced regulations require vertical buoy rope to be used when harvesting lobster. This must be revised
entirely, in order for ropeless fishing to become legal in Massachusetts.

DMF must implement a pathway for permitting ropeless gear, as the draft regulations that consider using 1700 Ib.
breakable rope for fishing lines attached to trap pots would still pose a threat to right whale calves and juveniles.

Ropeless gear has been used all over the world by fishermen in Australia, United Kingdom, Ireland, Canada and on
the West Coast. During a data analysis of over 1,000 deployments of various models, ropeless fishing gear had a
98.4 percent success rate. While federal and state regulators have been studying ropeless gear to no avail for the past
twenty years, multiple companies have worked with fishermen to manufacture gear that can be used by fishermen to
fish today.

DMF must consider ropeless gear to save North Atlantic right whales. Ropeless gear is the technology of the future
and the only long-term solution to reduce entanglements while keeping fishermen on the water. Please implement
measures that incorporate ropeless gear pilot programs in order to save the right whale.

Thank you.

Whitney Leonard
Anchorage, AK 99508
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From: Bonita Knapp

To: Fish, Marine (FWE)
Subject: Save the Right Whale
Date: Friday, December 18, 2020 10:19:26 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts mail system. Do
not click on links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

I am writing to express my concern about the proposed regulations created to reduce entanglement risks posed to
North Atlantic right whales.

The primary causes of death for right whales are vessel strikes and entanglements: no adult or juvenile right whale
has died of natural causes in the past 17 years. The East Coast has over one million vertical lines that right whales
must navigate through in order to feed, including in our state waters. These ropes pose a direct risk to our state
marine mammal, the North Atlantic right whale.

Over 85% of right whales have been entangled at least once, and more than half of the population has been
entangled at least twice. The population, which is estimated at 366, is rapidly declining and could be extinct within
our lifetime.

Current enforced regulations require vertical buoy rope to be used when harvesting lobster. This must be revised
entirely, in order for ropeless fishing to become legal in Massachusetts.

DMF must implement a pathway for permitting ropeless gear, as the draft regulations that consider using 1700 Ib.
breakable rope for fishing lines attached to trap pots would still pose a threat to right whale calves and juveniles.

Ropeless gear has been used all over the world by fishermen in Australia, United Kingdom, Ireland, Canada and on
the West Coast. During a data analysis of over 1,000 deployments of various models, ropeless fishing gear had a
98.4 percent success rate. While federal and state regulators have been studying ropeless gear to no avail for the past
twenty years, multiple companies have worked with fishermen to manufacture gear that can be used by fishermen to
fish today.

DMF must consider ropeless gear to save North Atlantic right whales. Ropeless gear is the technology of the future
and the only long-term solution to reduce entanglements while keeping fishermen on the water. Please implement
measures that incorporate ropeless gear pilot programs in order to save the right whale.

Thank you.

Bonita Knapp
Naples, FL 34102
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From: Laurie Puca

To: Fish, Marine (FWE)
Subject: Save the Right Whale
Date: Friday, December 18, 2020 10:19:19 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts mail system. Do
not click on links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

I am writing to express my concern about the proposed regulations created to reduce entanglement risks posed to
North Atlantic right whales.

The primary causes of death for right whales are vessel strikes and entanglements: no adult or juvenile right whale
has died of natural causes in the past 17 years. The East Coast has over one million vertical lines that right whales
must navigate through in order to feed, including in our state waters. These ropes pose a direct risk to our state
marine mammal, the North Atlantic right whale.

Over 85% of right whales have been entangled at least once, and more than half of the population has been
entangled at least twice. The population, which is estimated at 366, is rapidly declining and could be extinct within
our lifetime.

Current enforced regulations require vertical buoy rope to be used when harvesting lobster. This must be revised
entirely, in order for ropeless fishing to become legal in Massachusetts.

DMF must implement a pathway for permitting ropeless gear, as the draft regulations that consider using 1700 Ib.
breakable rope for fishing lines attached to trap pots would still pose a threat to right whale calves and juveniles.

Ropeless gear has been used all over the world by fishermen in Australia, United Kingdom, Ireland, Canada and on
the West Coast. During a data analysis of over 1,000 deployments of various models, ropeless fishing gear had a
98.4 percent success rate. While federal and state regulators have been studying ropeless gear to no avail for the past
twenty years, multiple companies have worked with fishermen to manufacture gear that can be used by fishermen to
fish today.

DMF must consider ropeless gear to save North Atlantic right whales. Ropeless gear is the technology of the future
and the only long-term solution to reduce entanglements while keeping fishermen on the water. Please implement
measures that incorporate ropeless gear pilot programs in order to save the right whale.

Thank you.

Laurie Puca
New City, NY 10956
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From: Dessaline Moore

To: Fish, Marine (FWE)
Subject: Save the Right Whale
Date: Friday, December 18, 2020 10:19:14 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts mail system. Do
not click on links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

I am writing to express my concern about the proposed regulations created to reduce entanglement risks posed to
North Atlantic right whales.

The primary causes of death for right whales are vessel strikes and entanglements: no adult or juvenile right whale
has died of natural causes in the past 17 years. The East Coast has over one million vertical lines that right whales
must navigate through in order to feed, including in our state waters. These ropes pose a direct risk to our state
marine mammal, the North Atlantic right whale.

Over 85% of right whales have been entangled at least once, and more than half of the population has been
entangled at least twice. The population, which is estimated at 366, is rapidly declining and could be extinct within
our lifetime.

Current enforced regulations require vertical buoy rope to be used when harvesting lobster. This must be revised
entirely, in order for ropeless fishing to become legal in Massachusetts.

DMF must implement a pathway for permitting ropeless gear, as the draft regulations that consider using 1700 Ib.
breakable rope for fishing lines attached to trap pots would still pose a threat to right whale calves and juveniles.

Ropeless gear has been used all over the world by fishermen in Australia, United Kingdom, Ireland, Canada and on
the West Coast. During a data analysis of over 1,000 deployments of various models, ropeless fishing gear had a
98.4 percent success rate. While federal and state regulators have been studying ropeless gear to no avail for the past
twenty years, multiple companies have worked with fishermen to manufacture gear that can be used by fishermen to
fish today.

DMF must consider ropeless gear to save North Atlantic right whales. Ropeless gear is the technology of the future
and the only long-term solution to reduce entanglements while keeping fishermen on the water. Please implement
measures that incorporate ropeless gear pilot programs in order to save the right whale.

Thank you.

Dessaline Moore
Satsuma, FL 32189
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From: Al Sarnacki

To: Fish, Marine (FWE)
Subject: Save the Right Whale
Date: Friday, December 18, 2020 10:19:06 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts mail system. Do
not click on links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

I am writing to express my concern about the proposed regulations created to reduce entanglement risks posed to
North Atlantic right whales.

The primary causes of death for right whales are vessel strikes and entanglements: no adult or juvenile right whale
has died of natural causes in the past 17 years. The East Coast has over one million vertical lines that right whales
must navigate through in order to feed, including in our state waters. These ropes pose a direct risk to our state
marine mammal, the North Atlantic right whale.

Over 85% of right whales have been entangled at least once, and more than half of the population has been
entangled at least twice. The population, which is estimated at 366, is rapidly declining and could be extinct within
our lifetime.

Current enforced regulations require vertical buoy rope to be used when harvesting lobster. This must be revised
entirely, in order for ropeless fishing to become legal in Massachusetts.

DMF must implement a pathway for permitting ropeless gear, as the draft regulations that consider using 1700 Ib.
breakable rope for fishing lines attached to trap pots would still pose a threat to right whale calves and juveniles.

Ropeless gear has been used all over the world by fishermen in Australia, United Kingdom, Ireland, Canada and on
the West Coast. During a data analysis of over 1,000 deployments of various models, ropeless fishing gear had a
98.4 percent success rate. While federal and state regulators have been studying ropeless gear to no avail for the past
twenty years, multiple companies have worked with fishermen to manufacture gear that can be used by fishermen to
fish today.

DMF must consider ropeless gear to save North Atlantic right whales. Ropeless gear is the technology of the future
and the only long-term solution to reduce entanglements while keeping fishermen on the water. Please implement
measures that incorporate ropeless gear pilot programs in order to save the right whale.

Thank you.

Al Sarnacki
Frankfort, NY 13340
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From: Debi Combs

To: Fish, Marine (FWE)
Subject: Save the Right Whale
Date: Friday, December 18, 2020 10:18:56 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts mail system. Do
not click on links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

I am writing to express my concern about the proposed regulations created to reduce entanglement risks posed to
North Atlantic right whales.

The primary causes of death for right whales are vessel strikes and entanglements: no adult or juvenile right whale
has died of natural causes in the past 17 years. The East Coast has over one million vertical lines that right whales
must navigate through in order to feed, including in our state waters. These ropes pose a direct risk to our state
marine mammal, the North Atlantic right whale.

Over 85% of right whales have been entangled at least once, and more than half of the population has been
entangled at least twice. The population, which is estimated at 366, is rapidly declining and could be extinct within
our lifetime.

Current enforced regulations require vertical buoy rope to be used when harvesting lobster. This must be revised
entirely, in order for ropeless fishing to become legal in Massachusetts.

DMF must implement a pathway for permitting ropeless gear, as the draft regulations that consider using 1700 Ib.
breakable rope for fishing lines attached to trap pots would still pose a threat to right whale calves and juveniles.

Ropeless gear has been used all over the world by fishermen in Australia, United Kingdom, Ireland, Canada and on
the West Coast. During a data analysis of over 1,000 deployments of various models, ropeless fishing gear had a
98.4 percent success rate. While federal and state regulators have been studying ropeless gear to no avail for the past
twenty years, multiple companies have worked with fishermen to manufacture gear that can be used by fishermen to
fish today.

DMF must consider ropeless gear to save North Atlantic right whales. Ropeless gear is the technology of the future
and the only long-term solution to reduce entanglements while keeping fishermen on the water. Please implement
measures that incorporate ropeless gear pilot programs in order to save the right whale.

Thank you.

Debi Combs
Decatur, GA 30033
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From: Linda Janota

To: Fish, Marine (FWE)
Subject: Save the Right Whale
Date: Friday, December 18, 2020 10:18:50 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts mail system. Do
not click on links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

I am writing to express my concern about the proposed regulations created to reduce entanglement risks posed to
North Atlantic right whales.

The primary causes of death for right whales are vessel strikes and entanglements: no adult or juvenile right whale
has died of natural causes in the past 17 years. The East Coast has over one million vertical lines that right whales
must navigate through in order to feed, including in our state waters. These ropes pose a direct risk to our state
marine mammal, the North Atlantic right whale.

Over 85% of right whales have been entangled at least once, and more than half of the population has been
entangled at least twice. The population, which is estimated at 366, is rapidly declining and could be extinct within
our lifetime.

Current enforced regulations require vertical buoy rope to be used when harvesting lobster. This must be revised
entirely, in order for ropeless fishing to become legal in Massachusetts.

DMF must implement a pathway for permitting ropeless gear, as the draft regulations that consider using 1700 Ib.
breakable rope for fishing lines attached to trap pots would still pose a threat to right whale calves and juveniles.

Ropeless gear has been used all over the world by fishermen in Australia, United Kingdom, Ireland, Canada and on
the West Coast. During a data analysis of over 1,000 deployments of various models, ropeless fishing gear had a
98.4 percent success rate. While federal and state regulators have been studying ropeless gear to no avail for the past
twenty years, multiple companies have worked with fishermen to manufacture gear that can be used by fishermen to
fish today.

DMF must consider ropeless gear to save North Atlantic right whales. Ropeless gear is the technology of the future
and the only long-term solution to reduce entanglements while keeping fishermen on the water. Please implement
measures that incorporate ropeless gear pilot programs in order to save the right whale.

Thank you.

Linda Janota
Englewood, FL 34223
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From: Cary Appenzeller

To: Fish, Marine (FWE)
Subject: Save the Right Whale
Date: Friday, December 18, 2020 10:18:42 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts mail system. Do
not click on links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

I am writing to express my concern about the proposed regulations created to reduce entanglement risks posed to
North Atlantic right whales.

The primary causes of death for right whales are vessel strikes and entanglements: no adult or juvenile right whale
has died of natural causes in the past 17 years. The East Coast has over one million vertical lines that right whales
must navigate through in order to feed, including in our state waters. These ropes pose a direct risk to our state
marine mammal, the North Atlantic right whale.

Over 85% of right whales have been entangled at least once, and more than half of the population has been
entangled at least twice. The population, which is estimated at 366, is rapidly declining and could be extinct within
our lifetime.

Current enforced regulations require vertical buoy rope to be used when harvesting lobster. This must be revised
entirely, in order for ropeless fishing to become legal in Massachusetts.

DMF must implement a pathway for permitting ropeless gear, as the draft regulations that consider using 1700 Ib.
breakable rope for fishing lines attached to trap pots would still pose a threat to right whale calves and juveniles.

Ropeless gear has been used all over the world by fishermen in Australia, United Kingdom, Ireland, Canada and on
the West Coast. During a data analysis of over 1,000 deployments of various models, ropeless fishing gear had a
98.4 percent success rate. While federal and state regulators have been studying ropeless gear to no avail for the past
twenty years, multiple companies have worked with fishermen to manufacture gear that can be used by fishermen to
fish today.

DMF must consider ropeless gear to save North Atlantic right whales. Ropeless gear is the technology of the future
and the only long-term solution to reduce entanglements while keeping fishermen on the water. Please implement
measures that incorporate ropeless gear pilot programs in order to save the right whale.

Thank you.

Cary Appenzeller
Brooklyn, NY 11215
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From: Brigid Vele

To: Fish, Marine (FWE)
Subject: Save the Right Whale
Date: Friday, December 18, 2020 10:18:40 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts mail system. Do
not click on links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

I am writing to express my concern about the proposed regulations created to reduce entanglement risks posed to
North Atlantic right whales.

The primary causes of death for right whales are vessel strikes and entanglements: no adult or juvenile right whale
has died of natural causes in the past 17 years. The East Coast has over one million vertical lines that right whales
must navigate through in order to feed, including in our state waters. These ropes pose a direct risk to our state
marine mammal, the North Atlantic right whale.

Over 85% of right whales have been entangled at least once, and more than half of the population has been
entangled at least twice. The population, which is estimated at 366, is rapidly declining and could be extinct within
our lifetime.

Current enforced regulations require vertical buoy rope to be used when harvesting lobster. This must be revised
entirely, in order for ropeless fishing to become legal in Massachusetts.

DMF must implement a pathway for permitting ropeless gear, as the draft regulations that consider using 1700 Ib.
breakable rope for fishing lines attached to trap pots would still pose a threat to right whale calves and juveniles.

Ropeless gear has been used all over the world by fishermen in Australia, United Kingdom, Ireland, Canada and on
the West Coast. During a data analysis of over 1,000 deployments of various models, ropeless fishing gear had a
98.4 percent success rate. While federal and state regulators have been studying ropeless gear to no avail for the past
twenty years, multiple companies have worked with fishermen to manufacture gear that can be used by fishermen to
fish today.

DMF must consider ropeless gear to save North Atlantic right whales. Ropeless gear is the technology of the future
and the only long-term solution to reduce entanglements while keeping fishermen on the water. Please implement
measures that incorporate ropeless gear pilot programs in order to save the right whale.

Thank you.

Brigid Vele
, 11772-6212
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From: Belinda Collins

To: Fish, Marine (FWE)
Subject: Save the Right Whale
Date: Friday, December 18, 2020 10:18:32 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts mail system. Do
not click on links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

I am writing to express my concern about the proposed regulations created to reduce entanglement risks posed to
North Atlantic right whales.

The primary causes of death for right whales are vessel strikes and entanglements: no adult or juvenile right whale
has died of natural causes in the past 17 years. The East Coast has over one million vertical lines that right whales
must navigate through in order to feed, including in our state waters. These ropes pose a direct risk to our state
marine mammal, the North Atlantic right whale.

Over 85% of right whales have been entangled at least once, and more than half of the population has been
entangled at least twice. The population, which is estimated at 366, is rapidly declining and could be extinct within
our lifetime.

Current enforced regulations require vertical buoy rope to be used when harvesting lobster. This must be revised
entirely, in order for ropeless fishing to become legal in Massachusetts.

DMF must implement a pathway for permitting ropeless gear, as the draft regulations that consider using 1700 Ib.
breakable rope for fishing lines attached to trap pots would still pose a threat to right whale calves and juveniles.

Ropeless gear has been used all over the world by fishermen in Australia, United Kingdom, Ireland, Canada and on
the West Coast. During a data analysis of over 1,000 deployments of various models, ropeless fishing gear had a
98.4 percent success rate. While federal and state regulators have been studying ropeless gear to no avail for the past
twenty years, multiple companies have worked with fishermen to manufacture gear that can be used by fishermen to
fish today.

DMF must consider ropeless gear to save North Atlantic right whales. Ropeless gear is the technology of the future
and the only long-term solution to reduce entanglements while keeping fishermen on the water. Please implement
measures that incorporate ropeless gear pilot programs in order to save the right whale.

Thank you.

Belinda Collins
Largo, FL 33770
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From: Cassie Craine

To: Fish, Marine (FWE)
Subject: Save the Right Whale
Date: Friday, December 18, 2020 10:18:24 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts mail system. Do
not click on links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

I am writing to express my concern about the proposed regulations created to reduce entanglement risks posed to
North Atlantic right whales.

The primary causes of death for right whales are vessel strikes and entanglements: no adult or juvenile right whale
has died of natural causes in the past 17 years. The East Coast has over one million vertical lines that right whales
must navigate through in order to feed, including in our state waters. These ropes pose a direct risk to our state
marine mammal, the North Atlantic right whale.

Over 85% of right whales have been entangled at least once, and more than half of the population has been
entangled at least twice. The population, which is estimated at 366, is rapidly declining and could be extinct within
our lifetime.

Current enforced regulations require vertical buoy rope to be used when harvesting lobster. This must be revised
entirely, in order for ropeless fishing to become legal in Massachusetts.

DMF must implement a pathway for permitting ropeless gear, as the draft regulations that consider using 1700 Ib.
breakable rope for fishing lines attached to trap pots would still pose a threat to right whale calves and juveniles.

Ropeless gear has been used all over the world by fishermen in Australia, United Kingdom, Ireland, Canada and on
the West Coast. During a data analysis of over 1,000 deployments of various models, ropeless fishing gear had a
98.4 percent success rate. While federal and state regulators have been studying ropeless gear to no avail for the past
twenty years, multiple companies have worked with fishermen to manufacture gear that can be used by fishermen to
fish today.

DMF must consider ropeless gear to save North Atlantic right whales. Ropeless gear is the technology of the future
and the only long-term solution to reduce entanglements while keeping fishermen on the water. Please implement
measures that incorporate ropeless gear pilot programs in order to save the right whale.

Thank you.

Cassie Craine
Panama City Beach, FL 32407


mailto:info@ropelessforrightwhales.com
mailto:marine.fish@mass.gov

From: David Erickson

To: Fish, Marine (FWE)
Subject: Save the Right Whale
Date: Friday, December 18, 2020 10:18:17 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts mail system. Do
not click on links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

I am writing to express my concern about the proposed regulations created to reduce entanglement risks posed to
North Atlantic right whales.

The primary causes of death for right whales are vessel strikes and entanglements: no adult or juvenile right whale
has died of natural causes in the past 17 years. The East Coast has over one million vertical lines that right whales
must navigate through in order to feed, including in our state waters. These ropes pose a direct risk to our state
marine mammal, the North Atlantic right whale.

Over 85% of right whales have been entangled at least once, and more than half of the population has been
entangled at least twice. The population, which is estimated at 366, is rapidly declining and could be extinct within
our lifetime.

Current enforced regulations require vertical buoy rope to be used when harvesting lobster. This must be revised
entirely, in order for ropeless fishing to become legal in Massachusetts.

DMF must implement a pathway for permitting ropeless gear, as the draft regulations that consider using 1700 Ib.
breakable rope for fishing lines attached to trap pots would still pose a threat to right whale calves and juveniles.

Ropeless gear has been used all over the world by fishermen in Australia, United Kingdom, Ireland, Canada and on
the West Coast. During a data analysis of over 1,000 deployments of various models, ropeless fishing gear had a
98.4 percent success rate. While federal and state regulators have been studying ropeless gear to no avail for the past
twenty years, multiple companies have worked with fishermen to manufacture gear that can be used by fishermen to
fish today.

DMF must consider ropeless gear to save North Atlantic right whales. Ropeless gear is the technology of the future
and the only long-term solution to reduce entanglements while keeping fishermen on the water. Please implement
measures that incorporate ropeless gear pilot programs in order to save the right whale.

Thank you.

David Erickson
Tucker, GA 30084
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From: Eric Naji

To: Fish, Marine (FWE)
Subject: Save the Right Whale
Date: Friday, December 18, 2020 10:18:09 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts mail system. Do
not click on links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

I am writing to express my concern about the proposed regulations created to reduce entanglement risks posed to
North Atlantic right whales.

The primary causes of death for right whales are vessel strikes and entanglements: no adult or juvenile right whale
has died of natural causes in the past 17 years. The East Coast has over one million vertical lines that right whales
must navigate through in order to feed, including in our state waters. These ropes pose a direct risk to our state
marine mammal, the North Atlantic right whale.

Over 85% of right whales have been entangled at least once, and more than half of the population has been
entangled at least twice. The population, which is estimated at 366, is rapidly declining and could be extinct within
our lifetime.

Current enforced regulations require vertical buoy rope to be used when harvesting lobster. This must be revised
entirely, in order for ropeless fishing to become legal in Massachusetts.

DMF must implement a pathway for permitting ropeless gear, as the draft regulations that consider using 1700 Ib.
breakable rope for fishing lines attached to trap pots would still pose a threat to right whale calves and juveniles.

Ropeless gear has been used all over the world by fishermen in Australia, United Kingdom, Ireland, Canada and on
the West Coast. During a data analysis of over 1,000 deployments of various models, ropeless fishing gear had a
98.4 percent success rate. While federal and state regulators have been studying ropeless gear to no avail for the past
twenty years, multiple companies have worked with fishermen to manufacture gear that can be used by fishermen to
fish today.

DMF must consider ropeless gear to save North Atlantic right whales. Ropeless gear is the technology of the future
and the only long-term solution to reduce entanglements while keeping fishermen on the water. Please implement
measures that incorporate ropeless gear pilot programs in order to save the right whale.

Thank you.

Eric Naji
Tomball, TX 77377
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From: Sondra Catarraso

To: Fish, Marine (FWE)
Subject: Save the Right Whale
Date: Friday, December 18, 2020 10:18:05 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts mail system. Do
not click on links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

I am writing to express my concern about the proposed regulations created to reduce entanglement risks posed to
North Atlantic right whales.

The primary causes of death for right whales are vessel strikes and entanglements: no adult or juvenile right whale
has died of natural causes in the past 17 years. The East Coast has over one million vertical lines that right whales
must navigate through in order to feed, including in our state waters. These ropes pose a direct risk to our state
marine mammal, the North Atlantic right whale.

Over 85% of right whales have been entangled at least once, and more than half of the population has been
entangled at least twice. The population, which is estimated at 366, is rapidly declining and could be extinct within
our lifetime.

Current enforced regulations require vertical buoy rope to be used when harvesting lobster. This must be revised
entirely, in order for ropeless fishing to become legal in Massachusetts.

DMF must implement a pathway for permitting ropeless gear, as the draft regulations that consider using 1700 Ib.
breakable rope for fishing lines attached to trap pots would still pose a threat to right whale calves and juveniles.

Ropeless gear has been used all over the world by fishermen in Australia, United Kingdom, Ireland, Canada and on
the West Coast. During a data analysis of over 1,000 deployments of various models, ropeless fishing gear had a
98.4 percent success rate. While federal and state regulators have been studying ropeless gear to no avail for the past
twenty years, multiple companies have worked with fishermen to manufacture gear that can be used by fishermen to
fish today.

DMF must consider ropeless gear to save North Atlantic right whales. Ropeless gear is the technology of the future
and the only long-term solution to reduce entanglements while keeping fishermen on the water. Please implement
measures that incorporate ropeless gear pilot programs in order to save the right whale.

Thank you.

Sondra Catarraso
Elmhurst, NY 11373


mailto:info@ropelessforrightwhales.com
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From: Eric Naji

To: Fish, Marine (FWE)
Subject: Save the Right Whale
Date: Friday, December 18, 2020 10:18:00 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts mail system. Do
not click on links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

I am writing to express my concern about the proposed regulations created to reduce entanglement risks posed to
North Atlantic right whales.

The primary causes of death for right whales are vessel strikes and entanglements: no adult or juvenile right whale
has died of natural causes in the past 17 years. The East Coast has over one million vertical lines that right whales
must navigate through in order to feed, including in our state waters. These ropes pose a direct risk to our state
marine mammal, the North Atlantic right whale.

Over 85% of right whales have been entangled at least once, and more than half of the population has been
entangled at least twice. The population, which is estimated at 366, is rapidly declining and could be extinct within
our lifetime.

Current enforced regulations require vertical buoy rope to be used when harvesting lobster. This must be revised
entirely, in order for ropeless fishing to become legal in Massachusetts.

DMF must implement a pathway for permitting ropeless gear, as the draft regulations that consider using 1700 Ib.
breakable rope for fishing lines attached to trap pots would still pose a threat to right whale calves and juveniles.

Ropeless gear has been used all over the world by fishermen in Australia, United Kingdom, Ireland, Canada and on
the West Coast. During a data analysis of over 1,000 deployments of various models, ropeless fishing gear had a
98.4 percent success rate. While federal and state regulators have been studying ropeless gear to no avail for the past
twenty years, multiple companies have worked with fishermen to manufacture gear that can be used by fishermen to
fish today.

DMF must consider ropeless gear to save North Atlantic right whales. Ropeless gear is the technology of the future
and the only long-term solution to reduce entanglements while keeping fishermen on the water. Please implement
measures that incorporate ropeless gear pilot programs in order to save the right whale.

Thank you.

Eric Naji
Marietta, GA 30060


mailto:info@ropelessforrightwhales.com
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From: Juanita Puntasecca

To: Fish, Marine (FWE)
Subject: Save the Right Whale
Date: Friday, December 18, 2020 10:17:46 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts mail system. Do
not click on links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

I am writing to express my concern about the proposed regulations created to reduce entanglement risks posed to
North Atlantic right whales.

The primary causes of death for right whales are vessel strikes and entanglements: no adult or juvenile right whale
has died of natural causes in the past 17 years. The East Coast has over one million vertical lines that right whales
must navigate through in order to feed, including in our state waters. These ropes pose a direct risk to our state
marine mammal, the North Atlantic right whale.

Over 85% of right whales have been entangled at least once, and more than half of the population has been
entangled at least twice. The population, which is estimated at 366, is rapidly declining and could be extinct within
our lifetime.

Current enforced regulations require vertical buoy rope to be used when harvesting lobster. This must be revised
entirely, in order for ropeless fishing to become legal in Massachusetts.

DMF must implement a pathway for permitting ropeless gear, as the draft regulations that consider using 1700 Ib.
breakable rope for fishing lines attached to trap pots would still pose a threat to right whale calves and juveniles.

Ropeless gear has been used all over the world by fishermen in Australia, United Kingdom, Ireland, Canada and on
the West Coast. During a data analysis of over 1,000 deployments of various models, ropeless fishing gear had a
98.4 percent success rate. While federal and state regulators have been studying ropeless gear to no avail for the past
twenty years, multiple companies have worked with fishermen to manufacture gear that can be used by fishermen to
fish today.

DMF must consider ropeless gear to save North Atlantic right whales. Ropeless gear is the technology of the future
and the only long-term solution to reduce entanglements while keeping fishermen on the water. Please implement
measures that incorporate ropeless gear pilot programs in order to save the right whale.

Thank you.

Juanita Puntasecca
Lilburn, GA 30047


mailto:info@ropelessforrightwhales.com
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From: Peter Ajemian

To: Fish, Marine (FWE)
Subject: Save the Right Whale
Date: Friday, December 18, 2020 10:17:41 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts mail system. Do
not click on links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

I am writing to express my concern about the proposed regulations created to reduce entanglement risks posed to
North Atlantic right whales.

The primary causes of death for right whales are vessel strikes and entanglements: no adult or juvenile right whale
has died of natural causes in the past 17 years. The East Coast has over one million vertical lines that right whales
must navigate through in order to feed, including in our state waters. These ropes pose a direct risk to our state
marine mammal, the North Atlantic right whale.

Over 85% of right whales have been entangled at least once, and more than half of the population has been
entangled at least twice. The population, which is estimated at 366, is rapidly declining and could be extinct within
our lifetime.

Current enforced regulations require vertical buoy rope to be used when harvesting lobster. This must be revised
entirely, in order for ropeless fishing to become legal in Massachusetts.

DMF must implement a pathway for permitting ropeless gear, as the draft regulations that consider using 1700 Ib.
breakable rope for fishing lines attached to trap pots would still pose a threat to right whale calves and juveniles.

Ropeless gear has been used all over the world by fishermen in Australia, United Kingdom, Ireland, Canada and on
the West Coast. During a data analysis of over 1,000 deployments of various models, ropeless fishing gear had a
98.4 percent success rate. While federal and state regulators have been studying ropeless gear to no avail for the past
twenty years, multiple companies have worked with fishermen to manufacture gear that can be used by fishermen to
fish today.

DMF must consider ropeless gear to save North Atlantic right whales. Ropeless gear is the technology of the future
and the only long-term solution to reduce entanglements while keeping fishermen on the water. Please implement
measures that incorporate ropeless gear pilot programs in order to save the right whale.

Thank you.

Peter Ajemian
Bridgewater, MA 02324


mailto:info@ropelessforrightwhales.com
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From: Gail Richardson

To: Fish, Marine (FWE)
Subject: Save the Right Whale
Date: Friday, December 18, 2020 10:17:31 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts mail system. Do
not click on links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

I am writing to express my concern about the proposed regulations created to reduce entanglement risks posed to
North Atlantic right whales.

The primary causes of death for right whales are vessel strikes and entanglements: no adult or juvenile right whale
has died of natural causes in the past 17 years. The East Coast has over one million vertical lines that right whales
must navigate through in order to feed, including in our state waters. These ropes pose a direct risk to our state
marine mammal, the North Atlantic right whale.

Over 85% of right whales have been entangled at least once, and more than half of the population has been
entangled at least twice. The population, which is estimated at 366, is rapidly declining and could be extinct within
our lifetime.

Current enforced regulations require vertical buoy rope to be used when harvesting lobster. This must be revised
entirely, in order for ropeless fishing to become legal in Massachusetts.

DMF must implement a pathway for permitting ropeless gear, as the draft regulations that consider using 1700 Ib.
breakable rope for fishing lines attached to trap pots would still pose a threat to right whale calves and juveniles.

Ropeless gear has been used all over the world by fishermen in Australia, United Kingdom, Ireland, Canada and on
the West Coast. During a data analysis of over 1,000 deployments of various models, ropeless fishing gear had a
98.4 percent success rate. While federal and state regulators have been studying ropeless gear to no avail for the past
twenty years, multiple companies have worked with fishermen to manufacture gear that can be used by fishermen to
fish today.

DMF must consider ropeless gear to save North Atlantic right whales. Ropeless gear is the technology of the future
and the only long-term solution to reduce entanglements while keeping fishermen on the water. Please implement
measures that incorporate ropeless gear pilot programs in order to save the right whale.

Thank you.

Gail Richardson
Stone Mountain, GA 30083


mailto:info@ropelessforrightwhales.com
mailto:marine.fish@mass.gov

From: Don B. Meriwether

To: Fish, Marine (FWE)
Subject: Save the Right Whale
Date: Friday, December 18, 2020 10:17:27 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts mail system. Do
not click on links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

I am writing to express my concern about the proposed regulations created to reduce entanglement risks posed to
North Atlantic right whales.

The primary causes of death for right whales are vessel strikes and entanglements: no adult or juvenile right whale
has died of natural causes in the past 17 years. The East Coast has over one million vertical lines that right whales
must navigate through in order to feed, including in our state waters. These ropes pose a direct risk to our state
marine mammal, the North Atlantic right whale.

Over 85% of right whales have been entangled at least once, and more than half of the population has been
entangled at least twice. The population, which is estimated at 366, is rapidly declining and could be extinct within
our lifetime.

Current enforced regulations require vertical buoy rope to be used when harvesting lobster. This must be revised
entirely, in order for ropeless fishing to become legal in Massachusetts.

DMF must implement a pathway for permitting ropeless gear, as the draft regulations that consider using 1700 Ib.
breakable rope for fishing lines attached to trap pots would still pose a threat to right whale calves and juveniles.

Ropeless gear has been used all over the world by fishermen in Australia, United Kingdom, Ireland, Canada and on
the West Coast. During a data analysis of over 1,000 deployments of various models, ropeless fishing gear had a
98.4 percent success rate. While federal and state regulators have been studying ropeless gear to no avail for the past
twenty years, multiple companies have worked with fishermen to manufacture gear that can be used by fishermen to
fish today.

DMF must consider ropeless gear to save North Atlantic right whales. Ropeless gear is the technology of the future
and the only long-term solution to reduce entanglements while keeping fishermen on the water. Please implement
measures that incorporate ropeless gear pilot programs in order to save the right whale.

Thank you.

Don B. Meriwether
Atlanta, GA 30324
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From: Amy Green

To: Fish, Marine (FWE)
Subject: Save the Right Whale
Date: Friday, December 18, 2020 7:47:58 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts mail system. Do
not click on links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

I am writing to express my concern about the proposed regulations created to reduce entanglement risks posed to
North Atlantic right whales.

The primary causes of death for right whales are vessel strikes and entanglements: no adult or juvenile right whale
has died of natural causes in the past 17 years. The East Coast has over one million vertical lines that right whales
must navigate through in order to feed, including in our state waters. These ropes pose a direct risk to our state
marine mammal, the North Atlantic right whale.

Over 85% of right whales have been entangled at least once, and more than half of the population has been
entangled at least twice. The population, which is estimated at 366, is rapidly declining and could be extinct within
our lifetime.

Current enforced regulations require vertical buoy rope to be used when harvesting lobster. This must be revised
entirely, in order for ropeless fishing to become legal in Massachusetts.

DMF must implement a pathway for permitting ropeless gear, as the draft regulations that consider using 1700 Ib.
breakable rope for fishing lines attached to trap pots would still pose a threat to right whale calves and juveniles.

Ropeless gear has been used all over the world by fishermen in Australia, United Kingdom, Ireland, Canada and on
the West Coast. During a data analysis of over 1,000 deployments of various models, ropeless fishing gear had a
98.4 percent success rate. While federal and state regulators have been studying ropeless gear to no avail for the past
twenty years, multiple companies have worked with fishermen to manufacture gear that can be used by fishermen to
fish today.

DMF must consider ropeless gear to save North Atlantic right whales. Ropeless gear is the technology of the future
and the only long-term solution to reduce entanglements while keeping fishermen on the water. Please implement
measures that incorporate ropeless gear pilot programs in order to save the right whale.

Thank you.

Amy Green
Saint Augustine, FL 32080


mailto:info@ropelessforrightwhales.com
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From: Pamela Joan Olsen

To: Fish, Marine (FWE)
Subject: Save the Right Whale
Date: Friday, December 18, 2020 7:47:54 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts mail system. Do
not click on links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

I am writing to express my concern about the proposed regulations created to reduce entanglement risks posed to
North Atlantic right whales.

The primary causes of death for right whales are vessel strikes and entanglements: no adult or juvenile right whale
has died of natural causes in the past 17 years. The East Coast has over one million vertical lines that right whales
must navigate through in order to feed, including in our state waters. These ropes pose a direct risk to our state
marine mammal, the North Atlantic right whale.

Over 85% of right whales have been entangled at least once, and more than half of the population has been
entangled at least twice. The population, which is estimated at 366, is rapidly declining and could be extinct within
our lifetime.

Current enforced regulations require vertical buoy rope to be used when harvesting lobster. This must be revised
entirely, in order for ropeless fishing to become legal in Massachusetts.

DMF must implement a pathway for permitting ropeless gear, as the draft regulations that consider using 1700 Ib.
breakable rope for fishing lines attached to trap pots would still pose a threat to right whale calves and juveniles.

Ropeless gear has been used all over the world by fishermen in Australia, United Kingdom, Ireland, Canada and on
the West Coast. During a data analysis of over 1,000 deployments of various models, ropeless fishing gear had a
98.4 percent success rate. While federal and state regulators have been studying ropeless gear to no avail for the past
twenty years, multiple companies have worked with fishermen to manufacture gear that can be used by fishermen to
fish today.

DMF must consider ropeless gear to save North Atlantic right whales. Ropeless gear is the technology of the future
and the only long-term solution to reduce entanglements while keeping fishermen on the water. Please implement
measures that incorporate ropeless gear pilot programs in order to save the right whale.

Thank you.

Do it today before it is too late.

Pamela Joan Olsen
Southampton, NY 11968


mailto:info@ropelessforrightwhales.com
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From: Lisa Mazzola

To: Fish, Marine (FWE)
Subject: Save the Right Whale
Date: Friday, December 18, 2020 7:47:44 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts mail system. Do
not click on links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

I am writing to express my concern about the proposed regulations created to reduce entanglement risks posed to
North Atlantic right whales.

The primary causes of death for right whales are vessel strikes and entanglements: no adult or juvenile right whale
has died of natural causes in the past 17 years. The East Coast has over one million vertical lines that right whales
must navigate through in order to feed, including in our state waters. These ropes pose a direct risk to our state
marine mammal, the North Atlantic right whale.

Over 85% of right whales have been entangled at least once, and more than half of the population has been
entangled at least twice. The population, which is estimated at 366, is rapidly declining and could be extinct within
our lifetime.

Current enforced regulations require vertical buoy rope to be used when harvesting lobster. This must be revised
entirely, in order for ropeless fishing to become legal in Massachusetts.

DMF must implement a pathway for permitting ropeless gear, as the draft regulations that consider using 1700 Ib.
breakable rope for fishing lines attached to trap pots would still pose a threat to right whale calves and juveniles.

Ropeless gear has been used all over the world by fishermen in Australia, United Kingdom, Ireland, Canada and on
the West Coast. During a data analysis of over 1,000 deployments of various models, ropeless fishing gear had a
98.4 percent success rate. While federal and state regulators have been studying ropeless gear to no avail for the past
twenty years, multiple companies have worked with fishermen to manufacture gear that can be used by fishermen to
fish today.

DMF must consider ropeless gear to save North Atlantic right whales. Ropeless gear is the technology of the future
and the only long-term solution to reduce entanglements while keeping fishermen on the water. Please implement
measures that incorporate ropeless gear pilot programs in order to save the right whale.

Thank you.

Lisa Mazzola
, 33612-5013


mailto:info@ropelessforrightwhales.com
mailto:marine.fish@mass.gov

From: Jim Loveland

To: Fish, Marine (FWE)
Subject: Save the Right Whale
Date: Friday, December 18, 2020 7:47:35 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts mail system. Do
not click on links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

I am writing to express my concern about the proposed regulations created to reduce entanglement risks posed to
North Atlantic right whales.

The primary causes of death for right whales are vessel strikes and entanglements: no adult or juvenile right whale
has died of natural causes in the past 17 years. The East Coast has over one million vertical lines that right whales
must navigate through in order to feed, including in our state waters. These ropes pose a direct risk to our state
marine mammal, the North Atlantic right whale.

Over 85% of right whales have been entangled at least once, and more than half of the population has been
entangled at least twice. The population, which is estimated at 366, is rapidly declining and could be extinct within
our lifetime.

Current enforced regulations require vertical buoy rope to be used when harvesting lobster. This must be revised
entirely, in order for ropeless fishing to become legal in Massachusetts.

DMF must implement a pathway for permitting ropeless gear, as the draft regulations that consider using 1700 Ib.
breakable rope for fishing lines attached to trap pots would still pose a threat to right whale calves and juveniles.

Ropeless gear has been used all over the world by fishermen in Australia, United Kingdom, Ireland, Canada and on
the West Coast. During a data analysis of over 1,000 deployments of various models, ropeless fishing gear had a
98.4 percent success rate. While federal and state regulators have been studying ropeless gear to no avail for the past
twenty years, multiple companies have worked with fishermen to manufacture gear that can be used by fishermen to
fish today.

DMF must consider ropeless gear to save North Atlantic right whales. Ropeless gear is the technology of the future
and the only long-term solution to reduce entanglements while keeping fishermen on the water. Please implement
measures that incorporate ropeless gear pilot programs in order to save the right whale.

Thank you.

Jim Loveland
, 33707-3327


mailto:info@ropelessforrightwhales.com
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From: Suzan Ward

To: Fish, Marine (FWE)
Subject: Save the Right Whale
Date: Friday, December 18, 2020 7:47:30 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts mail system. Do
not click on links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

I am writing to express my concern about the proposed regulations created to reduce entanglement risks posed to
North Atlantic right whales.

The primary causes of death for right whales are vessel strikes and entanglements: no adult or juvenile right whale
has died of natural causes in the past 17 years. The East Coast has over one million vertical lines that right whales
must navigate through in order to feed, including in our state waters. These ropes pose a direct risk to our state
marine mammal, the North Atlantic right whale.

Over 85% of right whales have been entangled at least once, and more than half of the population has been
entangled at least twice. The population, which is estimated at 366, is rapidly declining and could be extinct within
our lifetime.

Current enforced regulations require vertical buoy rope to be used when harvesting lobster. This must be revised
entirely, in order for ropeless fishing to become legal in Massachusetts.

DMF must implement a pathway for permitting ropeless gear, as the draft regulations that consider using 1700 Ib.
breakable rope for fishing lines attached to trap pots would still pose a threat to right whale calves and juveniles.

Ropeless gear has been used all over the world by fishermen in Australia, United Kingdom, Ireland, Canada and on
the West Coast. During a data analysis of over 1,000 deployments of various models, ropeless fishing gear had a
98.4 percent success rate. While federal and state regulators have been studying ropeless gear to no avail for the past
twenty years, multiple companies have worked with fishermen to manufacture gear that can be used by fishermen to
fish today.

DMF must consider ropeless gear to save North Atlantic right whales. Ropeless gear is the technology of the future
and the only long-term solution to reduce entanglements while keeping fishermen on the water. Please implement
measures that incorporate ropeless gear pilot programs in order to save the right whale.

Thank you.

Suzan Ward
Clayton, GA 30525


mailto:info@ropelessforrightwhales.com
mailto:marine.fish@mass.gov

From: Paula Grande

To: Fish, Marine (FWE)
Subject: Save the Right Whale
Date: Friday, December 18, 2020 7:47:21 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts mail system. Do
not click on links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

I am writing to express my concern about the proposed regulations created to reduce entanglement risks posed to
North Atlantic right whales.

The primary causes of death for right whales are vessel strikes and entanglements: no adult or juvenile right whale
has died of natural causes in the past 17 years. The East Coast has over one million vertical lines that right whales
must navigate through in order to feed, including in our state waters. These ropes pose a direct risk to our state
marine mammal, the North Atlantic right whale.

Over 85% of right whales have been entangled at least once, and more than half of the population has been
entangled at least twice. The population, which is estimated at 366, is rapidly declining and could be extinct within
our lifetime.

Current enforced regulations require vertical buoy rope to be used when harvesting lobster. This must be revised
entirely, in order for ropeless fishing to become legal in Massachusetts.

DMF must implement a pathway for permitting ropeless gear, as the draft regulations that consider using 1700 Ib.
breakable rope for fishing lines attached to trap pots would still pose a threat to right whale calves and juveniles.

Ropeless gear has been used all over the world by fishermen in Australia, United Kingdom, Ireland, Canada and on
the West Coast. During a data analysis of over 1,000 deployments of various models, ropeless fishing gear had a
98.4 percent success rate. While federal and state regulators have been studying ropeless gear to no avail for the past
twenty years, multiple companies have worked with fishermen to manufacture gear that can be used by fishermen to
fish today.

DMF must consider ropeless gear to save North Atlantic right whales. Ropeless gear is the technology of the future
and the only long-term solution to reduce entanglements while keeping fishermen on the water. Please implement
measures that incorporate ropeless gear pilot programs in order to save the right whale.

Thank you.

Paula Grande
New York, NY 10003
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From: Erica Minglis

To: Fish, Marine (FWE)
Subject: Save the Right Whale
Date: Friday, December 18, 2020 7:47:18 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts mail system. Do
not click on links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

I am writing to express my concern about the proposed regulations created to reduce entanglement risks posed to
North Atlantic right whales.

The primary causes of death for right whales are vessel strikes and entanglements: no adult or juvenile right whale
has died of natural causes in the past 17 years. The East Coast has over one million vertical lines that right whales
must navigate through in order to feed, including in our state waters. These ropes pose a direct risk to our state
marine mammal, the North Atlantic right whale.

Over 85% of right whales have been entangled at least once, and more than half of the population has been
entangled at least twice. The population, which is estimated at 366, is rapidly declining and could be extinct within
our lifetime.

Current enforced regulations require vertical buoy rope to be used when harvesting lobster. This must be revised
entirely, in order for ropeless fishing to become legal in Massachusetts.

DMF must implement a pathway for permitting ropeless gear, as the draft regulations that consider using 1700 Ib.
breakable rope for fishing lines attached to trap pots would still pose a threat to right whale calves and juveniles.

Ropeless gear has been used all over the world by fishermen in Australia, United Kingdom, Ireland, Canada and on
the West Coast. During a data analysis of over 1,000 deployments of various models, ropeless fishing gear had a
98.4 percent success rate. While federal and state regulators have been studying ropeless gear to no avail for the past
twenty years, multiple companies have worked with fishermen to manufacture gear that can be used by fishermen to
fish today.

DMF must consider ropeless gear to save North Atlantic right whales. Ropeless gear is the technology of the future
and the only long-term solution to reduce entanglements while keeping fishermen on the water. Please implement
measures that incorporate ropeless gear pilot programs in order to save the right whale.

Thank you.

Erica Minglis
Woodstock, NY 12498
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From: Erica Minglis

To: Fish, Marine (FWE)
Subject: Save the Right Whale
Date: Friday, December 18, 2020 7:47:11 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts mail system. Do
not click on links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

I am writing to express my concern about the proposed regulations created to reduce entanglement risks posed to
North Atlantic right whales.

The primary causes of death for right whales are vessel strikes and entanglements: no adult or juvenile right whale
has died of natural causes in the past 17 years. The East Coast has over one million vertical lines that right whales
must navigate through in order to feed, including in our state waters. These ropes pose a direct risk to our state
marine mammal, the North Atlantic right whale.

Over 85% of right whales have been entangled at least once, and more than half of the population has been
entangled at least twice. The population, which is estimated at 366, is rapidly declining and could be extinct within
our lifetime.

Current enforced regulations require vertical buoy rope to be used when harvesting lobster. This must be revised
entirely, in order for ropeless fishing to become legal in Massachusetts.

DMF must implement a pathway for permitting ropeless gear, as the draft regulations that consider using 1700 Ib.
breakable rope for fishing lines attached to trap pots would still pose a threat to right whale calves and juveniles.

Ropeless gear has been used all over the world by fishermen in Australia, United Kingdom, Ireland, Canada and on
the West Coast. During a data analysis of over 1,000 deployments of various models, ropeless fishing gear had a
98.4 percent success rate. While federal and state regulators have been studying ropeless gear to no avail for the past
twenty years, multiple companies have worked with fishermen to manufacture gear that can be used by fishermen to
fish today.

DMF must consider ropeless gear to save North Atlantic right whales. Ropeless gear is the technology of the future
and the only long-term solution to reduce entanglements while keeping fishermen on the water. Please implement
measures that incorporate ropeless gear pilot programs in order to save the right whale.

Thank you.

Erica Minglis
Woodstock, NY 12498
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From: Erica Minglis

To: Fish, Marine (FWE)
Subject: Save the Right Whale
Date: Friday, December 18, 2020 7:47:03 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts mail system. Do
not click on links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

I am writing to express my concern about the proposed regulations created to reduce entanglement risks posed to
North Atlantic right whales.

The primary causes of death for right whales are vessel strikes and entanglements: no adult or juvenile right whale
has died of natural causes in the past 17 years. The East Coast has over one million vertical lines that right whales
must navigate through in order to feed, including in our state waters. These ropes pose a direct risk to our state
marine mammal, the North Atlantic right whale.

Over 85% of right whales have been entangled at least once, and more than half of the population has been
entangled at least twice. The population, which is estimated at 366, is rapidly declining and could be extinct within
our lifetime.

Current enforced regulations require vertical buoy rope to be used when harvesting lobster. This must be revised
entirely, in order for ropeless fishing to become legal in Massachusetts.

DMF must implement a pathway for permitting ropeless gear, as the draft regulations that consider using 1700 Ib.
breakable rope for fishing lines attached to trap pots would still pose a threat to right whale calves and juveniles.

Ropeless gear has been used all over the world by fishermen in Australia, United Kingdom, Ireland, Canada and on
the West Coast. During a data analysis of over 1,000 deployments of various models, ropeless fishing gear had a
98.4 percent success rate. While federal and state regulators have been studying ropeless gear to no avail for the past
twenty years, multiple companies have worked with fishermen to manufacture gear that can be used by fishermen to
fish today.

DMF must consider ropeless gear to save North Atlantic right whales. Ropeless gear is the technology of the future
and the only long-term solution to reduce entanglements while keeping fishermen on the water. Please implement
measures that incorporate ropeless gear pilot programs in order to save the right whale.

Thank you.

Erica Minglis
Woodstock, NY 12498
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From: Erica Minglis

To: Fish, Marine (FWE)
Subject: Save the Right Whale
Date: Friday, December 18, 2020 7:46:54 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts mail system. Do
not click on links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

I am writing to express my concern about the proposed regulations created to reduce entanglement risks posed to
North Atlantic right whales.

The primary causes of death for right whales are vessel strikes and entanglements: no adult or juvenile right whale
has died of natural causes in the past 17 years. The East Coast has over one million vertical lines that right whales
must navigate through in order to feed, including in our state waters. These ropes pose a direct risk to our state
marine mammal, the North Atlantic right whale.

Over 85% of right whales have been entangled at least once, and more than half of the population has been
entangled at least twice. The population, which is estimated at 366, is rapidly declining and could be extinct within
our lifetime.

Current enforced regulations require vertical buoy rope to be used when harvesting lobster. This must be revised
entirely, in order for ropeless fishing to become legal in Massachusetts.

DMF must implement a pathway for permitting ropeless gear, as the draft regulations that consider using 1700 Ib.
breakable rope for fishing lines attached to trap pots would still pose a threat to right whale calves and juveniles.

Ropeless gear has been used all over the world by fishermen in Australia, United Kingdom, Ireland, Canada and on
the West Coast. During a data analysis of over 1,000 deployments of various models, ropeless fishing gear had a
98.4 percent success rate. While federal and state regulators have been studying ropeless gear to no avail for the past
twenty years, multiple companies have worked with fishermen to manufacture gear that can be used by fishermen to
fish today.

DMF must consider ropeless gear to save North Atlantic right whales. Ropeless gear is the technology of the future
and the only long-term solution to reduce entanglements while keeping fishermen on the water. Please implement
measures that incorporate ropeless gear pilot programs in order to save the right whale.

Thank you.

Erica Minglis
Woodstock, NY 12498
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From: Erica Minglis

To: Fish, Marine (FWE)
Subject: Save the Right Whale
Date: Friday, December 18, 2020 7:46:47 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts mail system. Do
not click on links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

I am writing to express my concern about the proposed regulations created to reduce entanglement risks posed to
North Atlantic right whales.

The primary causes of death for right whales are vessel strikes and entanglements: no adult or juvenile right whale
has died of natural causes in the past 17 years. The East Coast has over one million vertical lines that right whales
must navigate through in order to feed, including in our state waters. These ropes pose a direct risk to our state
marine mammal, the North Atlantic right whale.

Over 85% of right whales have been entangled at least once, and more than half of the population has been
entangled at least twice. The population, which is estimated at 366, is rapidly declining and could be extinct within
our lifetime.

Current enforced regulations require vertical buoy rope to be used when harvesting lobster. This must be revised
entirely, in order for ropeless fishing to become legal in Massachusetts.

DMF must implement a pathway for permitting ropeless gear, as the draft regulations that consider using 1700 Ib.
breakable rope for fishing lines attached to trap pots would still pose a threat to right whale calves and juveniles.

Ropeless gear has been used all over the world by fishermen in Australia, United Kingdom, Ireland, Canada and on
the West Coast. During a data analysis of over 1,000 deployments of various models, ropeless fishing gear had a
98.4 percent success rate. While federal and state regulators have been studying ropeless gear to no avail for the past
twenty years, multiple companies have worked with fishermen to manufacture gear that can be used by fishermen to
fish today.

DMF must consider ropeless gear to save North Atlantic right whales. Ropeless gear is the technology of the future
and the only long-term solution to reduce entanglements while keeping fishermen on the water. Please implement
measures that incorporate ropeless gear pilot programs in order to save the right whale.

Thank you.

Erica Minglis
Woodstock, NY 12498
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From: Erica Minglis

To: Fish, Marine (FWE)
Subject: Save the Right Whale
Date: Friday, December 18, 2020 7:46:42 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts mail system. Do
not click on links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

I am writing to express my concern about the proposed regulations created to reduce entanglement risks posed to
North Atlantic right whales.

The primary causes of death for right whales are vessel strikes and entanglements: no adult or juvenile right whale
has died of natural causes in the past 17 years. The East Coast has over one million vertical lines that right whales
must navigate through in order to feed, including in our state waters. These ropes pose a direct risk to our state
marine mammal, the North Atlantic right whale.

Over 85% of right whales have been entangled at least once, and more than half of the population has been
entangled at least twice. The population, which is estimated at 366, is rapidly declining and could be extinct within
our lifetime.

Current enforced regulations require vertical buoy rope to be used when harvesting lobster. This must be revised
entirely, in order for ropeless fishing to become legal in Massachusetts.

DMF must implement a pathway for permitting ropeless gear, as the draft regulations that consider using 1700 Ib.
breakable rope for fishing lines attached to trap pots would still pose a threat to right whale calves and juveniles.

Ropeless gear has been used all over the world by fishermen in Australia, United Kingdom, Ireland, Canada and on
the West Coast. During a data analysis of over 1,000 deployments of various models, ropeless fishing gear had a
98.4 percent success rate. While federal and state regulators have been studying ropeless gear to no avail for the past
twenty years, multiple companies have worked with fishermen to manufacture gear that can be used by fishermen to
fish today.

DMF must consider ropeless gear to save North Atlantic right whales. Ropeless gear is the technology of the future
and the only long-term solution to reduce entanglements while keeping fishermen on the water. Please implement
measures that incorporate ropeless gear pilot programs in order to save the right whale.

Thank you.

Erica Minglis
Woodstock, NY 12498
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From: Erica Minglis

To: Fish, Marine (FWE)
Subject: Save the Right Whale
Date: Friday, December 18, 2020 7:46:37 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts mail system. Do
not click on links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

I am writing to express my concern about the proposed regulations created to reduce entanglement risks posed to
North Atlantic right whales.

The primary causes of death for right whales are vessel strikes and entanglements: no adult or juvenile right whale
has died of natural causes in the past 17 years. The East Coast has over one million vertical lines that right whales
must navigate through in order to feed, including in our state waters. These ropes pose a direct risk to our state
marine mammal, the North Atlantic right whale.

Over 85% of right whales have been entangled at least once, and more than half of the population has been
entangled at least twice. The population, which is estimated at 366, is rapidly declining and could be extinct within
our lifetime.

Current enforced regulations require vertical buoy rope to be used when harvesting lobster. This must be revised
entirely, in order for ropeless fishing to become legal in Massachusetts.

DMF must implement a pathway for permitting ropeless gear, as the draft regulations that consider using 1700 Ib.
breakable rope for fishing lines attached to trap pots would still pose a threat to right whale calves and juveniles.

Ropeless gear has been used all over the world by fishermen in Australia, United Kingdom, Ireland, Canada and on
the West Coast. During a data analysis of over 1,000 deployments of various models, ropeless fishing gear had a
98.4 percent success rate. While federal and state regulators have been studying ropeless gear to no avail for the past
twenty years, multiple companies have worked with fishermen to manufacture gear that can be used by fishermen to
fish today.

DMF must consider ropeless gear to save North Atlantic right whales. Ropeless gear is the technology of the future
and the only long-term solution to reduce entanglements while keeping fishermen on the water. Please implement
measures that incorporate ropeless gear pilot programs in order to save the right whale.

Thank you.

Erica Minglis
Woodstock, NY 12498
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From: Erica Minglis

To: Fish, Marine (FWE)
Subject: Save the Right Whale
Date: Friday, December 18, 2020 7:46:28 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts mail system. Do
not click on links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

I am writing to express my concern about the proposed regulations created to reduce entanglement risks posed to
North Atlantic right whales.

The primary causes of death for right whales are vessel strikes and entanglements: no adult or juvenile right whale
has died of natural causes in the past 17 years. The East Coast has over one million vertical lines that right whales
must navigate through in order to feed, including in our state waters. These ropes pose a direct risk to our state
marine mammal, the North Atlantic right whale.

Over 85% of right whales have been entangled at least once, and more than half of the population has been
entangled at least twice. The population, which is estimated at 366, is rapidly declining and could be extinct within
our lifetime.

Current enforced regulations require vertical buoy rope to be used when harvesting lobster. This must be revised
entirely, in order for ropeless fishing to become legal in Massachusetts.

DMF must implement a pathway for permitting ropeless gear, as the draft regulations that consider using 1700 Ib.
breakable rope for fishing lines attached to trap pots would still pose a threat to right whale calves and juveniles.

Ropeless gear has been used all over the world by fishermen in Australia, United Kingdom, Ireland, Canada and on
the West Coast. During a data analysis of over 1,000 deployments of various models, ropeless fishing gear had a
98.4 percent success rate. While federal and state regulators have been studying ropeless gear to no avail for the past
twenty years, multiple companies have worked with fishermen to manufacture gear that can be used by fishermen to
fish today.

DMF must consider ropeless gear to save North Atlantic right whales. Ropeless gear is the technology of the future
and the only long-term solution to reduce entanglements while keeping fishermen on the water. Please implement
measures that incorporate ropeless gear pilot programs in order to save the right whale.

Thank you.

Erica Minglis
Woodstock, NY 12498
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From: Erica Minglis

To: Fish, Marine (FWE)
Subject: Save the Right Whale
Date: Friday, December 18, 2020 7:46:20 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts mail system. Do
not click on links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

I am writing to express my concern about the proposed regulations created to reduce entanglement risks posed to
North Atlantic right whales.

The primary causes of death for right whales are vessel strikes and entanglements: no adult or juvenile right whale
has died of natural causes in the past 17 years. The East Coast has over one million vertical lines that right whales
must navigate through in order to feed, including in our state waters. These ropes pose a direct risk to our state
marine mammal, the North Atlantic right whale.

Over 85% of right whales have been entangled at least once, and more than half of the population has been
entangled at least twice. The population, which is estimated at 366, is rapidly declining and could be extinct within
our lifetime.

Current enforced regulations require vertical buoy rope to be used when harvesting lobster. This must be revised
entirely, in order for ropeless fishing to become legal in Massachusetts.

DMF must implement a pathway for permitting ropeless gear, as the draft regulations that consider using 1700 Ib.
breakable rope for fishing lines attached to trap pots would still pose a threat to right whale calves and juveniles.

Ropeless gear has been used all over the world by fishermen in Australia, United Kingdom, Ireland, Canada and on
the West Coast. During a data analysis of over 1,000 deployments of various models, ropeless fishing gear had a
98.4 percent success rate. While federal and state regulators have been studying ropeless gear to no avail for the past
twenty years, multiple companies have worked with fishermen to manufacture gear that can be used by fishermen to
fish today.

DMF must consider ropeless gear to save North Atlantic right whales. Ropeless gear is the technology of the future
and the only long-term solution to reduce entanglements while keeping fishermen on the water. Please implement
measures that incorporate ropeless gear pilot programs in order to save the right whale.

Thank you.

Erica Minglis
Woodstock, NY 12498
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From: Erica Minglis

To: Fish, Marine (FWE)
Subject: Save the Right Whale
Date: Friday, December 18, 2020 7:46:11 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts mail system. Do
not click on links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

I am writing to express my concern about the proposed regulations created to reduce entanglement risks posed to
North Atlantic right whales.

The primary causes of death for right whales are vessel strikes and entanglements: no adult or juvenile right whale
has died of natural causes in the past 17 years. The East Coast has over one million vertical lines that right whales
must navigate through in order to feed, including in our state waters. These ropes pose a direct risk to our state
marine mammal, the North Atlantic right whale.

Over 85% of right whales have been entangled at least once, and more than half of the population has been
entangled at least twice. The population, which is estimated at 366, is rapidly declining and could be extinct within
our lifetime.

Current enforced regulations require vertical buoy rope to be used when harvesting lobster. This must be revised
entirely, in order for ropeless fishing to become legal in Massachusetts.

DMF must implement a pathway for permitting ropeless gear, as the draft regulations that consider using 1700 Ib.
breakable rope for fishing lines attached to trap pots would still pose a threat to right whale calves and juveniles.

Ropeless gear has been used all over the world by fishermen in Australia, United Kingdom, Ireland, Canada and on
the West Coast. During a data analysis of over 1,000 deployments of various models, ropeless fishing gear had a
98.4 percent success rate. While federal and state regulators have been studying ropeless gear to no avail for the past
twenty years, multiple companies have worked with fishermen to manufacture gear that can be used by fishermen to
fish today.

DMF must consider ropeless gear to save North Atlantic right whales. Ropeless gear is the technology of the future
and the only long-term solution to reduce entanglements while keeping fishermen on the water. Please implement
measures that incorporate ropeless gear pilot programs in order to save the right whale.

Thank you.

Erica Minglis
Woodstock, NY 12498
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From: Georgeta Burca

To: Fish, Marine (FWE)
Subject: Save the Right Whale
Date: Friday, December 18, 2020 7:46:08 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts mail system. Do
not click on links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

I am writing to express my concern about the proposed regulations created to reduce entanglement risks posed to
North Atlantic right whales.

The primary causes of death for right whales are vessel strikes and entanglements: no adult or juvenile right whale
has died of natural causes in the past 17 years. The East Coast has over one million vertical lines that right whales
must navigate through in order to feed, including in our state waters. These ropes pose a direct risk to our state
marine mammal, the North Atlantic right whale.

Over 85% of right whales have been entangled at least once, and more than half of the population has been
entangled at least twice. The population, which is estimated at 366, is rapidly declining and could be extinct within
our lifetime.

Current enforced regulations require vertical buoy rope to be used when harvesting lobster. This must be revised
entirely, in order for ropeless fishing to become legal in Massachusetts.

DMF must implement a pathway for permitting ropeless gear, as the draft regulations that consider using 1700 Ib.
breakable rope for fishing lines attached to trap pots would still pose a threat to right whale calves and juveniles.

Ropeless gear has been used all over the world by fishermen in Australia, United Kingdom, Ireland, Canada and on
the West Coast. During a data analysis of over 1,000 deployments of various models, ropeless fishing gear had a
98.4 percent success rate. While federal and state regulators have been studying ropeless gear to no avail for the past
twenty years, multiple companies have worked with fishermen to manufacture gear that can be used by fishermen to
fish today.

DMF must consider ropeless gear to save North Atlantic right whales. Ropeless gear is the technology of the future
and the only long-term solution to reduce entanglements while keeping fishermen on the water. Please implement
measures that incorporate ropeless gear pilot programs in order to save the right whale.

Thank you.

Georgeta Burca
Kennesaw, GA 30144
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From: Robin Vincent

To: Fish, Marine (FWE)
Subject: Save the Right Whale
Date: Friday, December 18, 2020 7:45:57 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts mail system. Do
not click on links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

I am writing to express my concern about the proposed regulations created to reduce entanglement risks posed to
North Atlantic right whales.

The primary causes of death for right whales are vessel strikes and entanglements: no adult or juvenile right whale
has died of natural causes in the past 17 years. The East Coast has over one million vertical lines that right whales
must navigate through in order to feed, including in our state waters. These ropes pose a direct risk to our state
marine mammal, the North Atlantic right whale.

Over 85% of right whales have been entangled at least once, and more than half of the population has been
entangled at least twice. The population, which is estimated at 366, is rapidly declining and could be extinct within
our lifetime.

Current enforced regulations require vertical buoy rope to be used when harvesting lobster. This must be revised
entirely, in order for ropeless fishing to become legal in Massachusetts.

DMF must implement a pathway for permitting ropeless gear, as the draft regulations that consider using 1700 Ib.
breakable rope for fishing lines attached to trap pots would still pose a threat to right whale calves and juveniles.

Ropeless gear has been used all over the world by fishermen in Australia, United Kingdom, Ireland, Canada and on
the West Coast. During a data analysis of over 1,000 deployments of various models, ropeless fishing gear had a
98.4 percent success rate. While federal and state regulators have been studying ropeless gear to no avail for the past
twenty years, multiple companies have worked with fishermen to manufacture gear that can be used by fishermen to
fish today.

DMF must consider ropeless gear to save North Atlantic right whales. Ropeless gear is the technology of the future
and the only long-term solution to reduce entanglements while keeping fishermen on the water. Please implement
measures that incorporate ropeless gear pilot programs in order to save the right whale.

Thank you.

Robin Vincent
Mcdonough, GA 30252
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From: Mark Aziz

To: Fish, Marine (FWE)
Subject: Save the Right Whale
Date: Friday, December 18, 2020 7:45:46 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts mail system. Do
not click on links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

I am writing to express my concern about the proposed regulations created to reduce entanglement risks posed to
North Atlantic right whales.

The primary causes of death for right whales are vessel strikes and entanglements: no adult or juvenile right whale
has died of natural causes in the past 17 years. The East Coast has over one million vertical lines that right whales
must navigate through in order to feed, including in our state waters. These ropes pose a direct risk to our state
marine mammal, the North Atlantic right whale.

Over 85% of right whales have been entangled at least once, and more than half of the population has been
entangled at least twice. The population, which is estimated at 366, is rapidly declining and could be extinct within
our lifetime.

Current enforced regulations require vertical buoy rope to be used when harvesting lobster. This must be revised
entirely, in order for ropeless fishing to become legal in Massachusetts.

DMF must implement a pathway for permitting ropeless gear, as the draft regulations that consider using 1700 Ib.
breakable rope for fishing lines attached to trap pots would still pose a threat to right whale calves and juveniles.

Ropeless gear has been used all over the world by fishermen in Australia, United Kingdom, Ireland, Canada and on
the West Coast. During a data analysis of over 1,000 deployments of various models, ropeless fishing gear had a
98.4 percent success rate. While federal and state regulators have been studying ropeless gear to no avail for the past
twenty years, multiple companies have worked with fishermen to manufacture gear that can be used by fishermen to
fish today.

DMF must consider ropeless gear to save North Atlantic right whales. Ropeless gear is the technology of the future
and the only long-term solution to reduce entanglements while keeping fishermen on the water. Please implement
measures that incorporate ropeless gear pilot programs in order to save the right whale.

Thank you.

Mark Aziz
Sarasota, FL 34232
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From: Lydia Peters

To: Fish, Marine (FWE)
Subject: Save the Right Whale
Date: Friday, December 18, 2020 7:45:38 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts mail system. Do
not click on links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

This should be a non-partisan issue. North Atlantic right whales need to be protected, and I am writing to express
my concern about the proposed regulations created to reduce entanglement risks posed to these whales.

The primary causes of death for right whales are vessel strikes and entanglements: no adult or juvenile right whale
has died of natural causes in the past 17 years. The East Coast has over one million vertical lines that right whales
must navigate through in order to feed, including in our state waters. These ropes pose a direct risk to our state
marine mammal, the North Atlantic right whale.

Over 85% of right whales have been entangled at least once, and more than half of the population has been
entangled at least twice. The population, which is estimated at 366, is rapidly declining and could be extinct within
our lifetime.

Current enforced regulations require vertical buoy rope to be used when harvesting lobster. This must be revised
entirely, in order for ropeless fishing to become legal in Massachusetts.

DMF must implement a pathway for permitting ropeless gear, as the draft regulations that consider using 1700 Ib.
breakable rope for fishing lines attached to trap pots would still pose a threat to right whale calves and juveniles.

Ropeless gear has been used all over the world by fishermen in Australia, United Kingdom, Ireland, Canada and on
the West Coast. During a data analysis of over 1,000 deployments of various models, ropeless fishing gear had a
98.4 percent success rate. While federal and state regulators have been studying ropeless gear to no avail for the past
twenty years, multiple companies have worked with fishermen to manufacture gear that can be used by fishermen to
fish today.

DMF must consider ropeless gear to save North Atlantic right whales. Ropeless gear is the technology of the future
and the only long-term solution to reduce entanglements while keeping fishermen on the water. Please implement
measures that incorporate ropeless gear pilot programs in order to save the right whale.

Thank you.

Lydia Peters
Cave Spring, GA 30124
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From: Cindy Stein

To: Fish, Marine (FWE)
Subject: Save the Right Whale
Date: Friday, December 18, 2020 7:45:31 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts mail system. Do
not click on links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

I am writing to express my concern about the proposed regulations created to reduce entanglement risks posed to
North Atlantic right whales.

The primary causes of death for right whales are vessel strikes and entanglements: no adult or juvenile right whale
has died of natural causes in the past 17 years. The East Coast has over one million vertical lines that right whales
must navigate through in order to feed, including in our state waters. These ropes pose a direct risk to our state
marine mammal, the North Atlantic right whale.

Over 85% of right whales have been entangled at least once, and more than half of the population has been
entangled at least twice. The population, which is estimated at 366, is rapidly declining and could be extinct within
our lifetime.

Current enforced regulations require vertical buoy rope to be used when harvesting lobster. This must be revised
entirely, in order for ropeless fishing to become legal in Massachusetts.

DMF must implement a pathway for permitting ropeless gear, as the draft regulations that consider using 1700 Ib.
breakable rope for fishing lines attached to trap pots would still pose a threat to right whale calves and juveniles.

Ropeless gear has been used all over the world by fishermen in Australia, United Kingdom, Ireland, Canada and on
the West Coast. During a data analysis of over 1,000 deployments of various models, ropeless fishing gear had a
98.4 percent success rate. While federal and state regulators have been studying ropeless gear to no avail for the past
twenty years, multiple companies have worked with fishermen to manufacture gear that can be used by fishermen to
fish today.

DMF must consider ropeless gear to save North Atlantic right whales. Ropeless gear is the technology of the future
and the only long-term solution to reduce entanglements while keeping fishermen on the water. Please implement
measures that incorporate ropeless gear pilot programs in order to save the right whale.

Thank you.

Cindy Stein
Thousand Oaks, CA 91360
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From: Gwendolyn pelusi

To: Fish, Marine (FWE)
Subject: Save the Right Whale
Date: Friday, December 18, 2020 7:45:27 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts mail system. Do
not click on links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

I am writing to express my concern about the proposed regulations created to reduce entanglement risks posed to
North Atlantic right whales.

The primary causes of death for right whales are vessel strikes and entanglements: no adult or juvenile right whale
has died of natural causes in the past 17 years. The East Coast has over one million vertical lines that right whales
must navigate through in order to feed, including in our state waters. These ropes pose a direct risk to our state
marine mammal, the North Atlantic right whale.

Over 85% of right whales have been entangled at least once, and more than half of the population has been
entangled at least twice. The population, which is estimated at 366, is rapidly declining and could be extinct within
our lifetime.

Current enforced regulations require vertical buoy rope to be used when harvesting lobster. This must be revised
entirely, in order for ropeless fishing to become legal in Massachusetts.

DMF must implement a pathway for permitting ropeless gear, as the draft regulations that consider using 1700 Ib.
breakable rope for fishing lines attached to trap pots would still pose a threat to right whale calves and juveniles.

Ropeless gear has been used all over the world by fishermen in Australia, United Kingdom, Ireland, Canada and on
the West Coast. During a data analysis of over 1,000 deployments of various models, ropeless fishing gear had a
98.4 percent success rate. While federal and state regulators have been studying ropeless gear to no avail for the past
twenty years, multiple companies have worked with fishermen to manufacture gear that can be used by fishermen to
fish today.

DMF must consider ropeless gear to save North Atlantic right whales. Ropeless gear is the technology of the future
and the only long-term solution to reduce entanglements while keeping fishermen on the water. Please implement
measures that incorporate ropeless gear pilot programs in order to save the right whale.

Thank you.

Gwendolyn pelusi
Pleasantville, NY 10570
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From: Melinda Henderson

To: Fish, Marine (FWE)
Subject: Save the Right Whale
Date: Friday, December 18, 2020 7:45:18 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts mail system. Do
not click on links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

I am writing to express my concern about the proposed regulations created to reduce entanglement risks posed to
North Atlantic right whales.

The primary causes of death for right whales are vessel strikes and entanglements: no adult or juvenile right whale
has died of natural causes in the past 17 years. The East Coast has over one million vertical lines that right whales
must navigate through in order to feed, including in our state waters. These ropes pose a direct risk to our state
marine mammal, the North Atlantic right whale.

Over 85% of right whales have been entangled at least once, and more than half of the population has been
entangled at least twice. The population, which is estimated at 366, is rapidly declining and could be extinct within
our lifetime.

Current enforced regulations require vertical buoy rope to be used when harvesting lobster. This must be revised
entirely, in order for ropeless fishing to become legal in Massachusetts.

DMF must implement a pathway for permitting ropeless gear, as the draft regulations that consider using 1700 Ib.
breakable rope for fishing lines attached to trap pots would still pose a threat to right whale calves and juveniles.

Ropeless gear has been used all over the world by fishermen in Australia, United Kingdom, Ireland, Canada and on
the West Coast. During a data analysis of over 1,000 deployments of various models, ropeless fishing gear had a
98.4 percent success rate. While federal and state regulators have been studying ropeless gear to no avail for the past
twenty years, multiple companies have worked with fishermen to manufacture gear that can be used by fishermen to
fish today.

DMF must consider ropeless gear to save North Atlantic right whales. Ropeless gear is the technology of the future
and the only long-term solution to reduce entanglements while keeping fishermen on the water. Please implement
measures that incorporate ropeless gear pilot programs in order to save the right whale.

Thank you.

Melinda Henderson
Naples, FL 34112
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From: Mark Grzegorzewski

To: Fish, Marine (FWE)
Subject: Save the Right Whale
Date: Friday, December 18, 2020 7:45:09 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts mail system. Do
not click on links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

I am writing to express my concern about the proposed regulations created to reduce entanglement risks posed to
North Atlantic right whales.

The primary causes of death for right whales are vessel strikes and entanglements: no adult or juvenile right whale
has died of natural causes in the past 17 years. The East Coast has over one million vertical lines that right whales
must navigate through in order to feed, including in our state waters. These ropes pose a direct risk to our state
marine mammal, the North Atlantic right whale.

Over 85% of right whales have been entangled at least once, and more than half of the population has been
entangled at least twice. The population, which is estimated at 366, is rapidly declining and could be extinct within
our lifetime.

Current enforced regulations require vertical buoy rope to be used when harvesting lobster. This must be revised
entirely, in order for ropeless fishing to become legal in Massachusetts.

DMF must implement a pathway for permitting ropeless gear, as the draft regulations that consider using 1700 Ib.
breakable rope for fishing lines attached to trap pots would still pose a threat to right whale calves and juveniles.

Ropeless gear has been used all over the world by fishermen in Australia, United Kingdom, Ireland, Canada and on
the West Coast. During a data analysis of over 1,000 deployments of various models, ropeless fishing gear had a
98.4 percent success rate. While federal and state regulators have been studying ropeless gear to no avail for the past
twenty years, multiple companies have worked with fishermen to manufacture gear that can be used by fishermen to
fish today.

DMF must consider ropeless gear to save North Atlantic right whales. Ropeless gear is the technology of the future
and the only long-term solution to reduce entanglements while keeping fishermen on the water. Please implement
measures that incorporate ropeless gear pilot programs in order to save the right whale.

Thank you.

Mark Grzegorzewski
St Petersburg, FL 33702
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From: Flavio Cardoso

To: Fish, Marine (FWE)
Subject: Save the Right Whale
Date: Friday, December 18, 2020 7:45:01 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts mail system. Do
not click on links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

I am writing to express my concern about the proposed regulations created to reduce entanglement risks posed to
North Atlantic right whales.

The primary causes of death for right whales are vessel strikes and entanglements: no adult or juvenile right whale
has died of natural causes in the past 17 years. The East Coast has over one million vertical lines that right whales
must navigate through in order to feed, including in our state waters. These ropes pose a direct risk to our state
marine mammal, the North Atlantic right whale.

Over 85% of right whales have been entangled at least once, and more than half of the population has been
entangled at least twice. The population, which is estimated at 366, is rapidly declining and could be extinct within
our lifetime.

Current enforced regulations require vertical buoy rope to be used when harvesting lobster. This must be revised
entirely, in order for ropeless fishing to become legal in Massachusetts.

DMF must implement a pathway for permitting ropeless gear, as the draft regulations that consider using 1700 Ib.
breakable rope for fishing lines attached to trap pots would still pose a threat to right whale calves and juveniles.

Ropeless gear has been used all over the world by fishermen in Australia, United Kingdom, Ireland, Canada and on
the West Coast. During a data analysis of over 1,000 deployments of various models, ropeless fishing gear had a
98.4 percent success rate. While federal and state regulators have been studying ropeless gear to no avail for the past
twenty years, multiple companies have worked with fishermen to manufacture gear that can be used by fishermen to
fish today.

DMF must consider ropeless gear to save North Atlantic right whales. Ropeless gear is the technology of the future
and the only long-term solution to reduce entanglements while keeping fishermen on the water. Please implement
measures that incorporate ropeless gear pilot programs in order to save the right whale.

Thank you.

Flavio Cardoso
Miami, FL 33132
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From: Wendy Wish

To: Fish, Marine (FWE)
Subject: Save the Right Whale
Date: Friday, December 18, 2020 7:44:55 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts mail system. Do
not click on links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

I am writing to express my concern about the proposed regulations created to reduce entanglement risks posed to
North Atlantic right whales.

The primary causes of death for right whales are vessel strikes and entanglements: no adult or juvenile right whale
has died of natural causes in the past 17 years. The East Coast has over one million vertical lines that right whales
must navigate through in order to feed, including in our state waters. These ropes pose a direct risk to our state
marine mammal, the North Atlantic right whale.

Over 85% of right whales have been entangled at least once, and more than half of the population has been
entangled at least twice. The population, which is estimated at 366, is rapidly declining and could be extinct within
our lifetime.

Current enforced regulations require vertical buoy rope to be used when harvesting lobster. This must be revised
entirely, in order for ropeless fishing to become legal in Massachusetts.

DMF must implement a pathway for permitting ropeless gear, as the draft regulations that consider using 1700 Ib.
breakable rope for fishing lines attached to trap pots would still pose a threat to right whale calves and juveniles.

Ropeless gear has been used all over the world by fishermen in Australia, United Kingdom, Ireland, Canada and on
the West Coast. During a data analysis of over 1,000 deployments of various models, ropeless fishing gear had a
98.4 percent success rate. While federal and state regulators have been studying ropeless gear to no avail for the past
twenty years, multiple companies have worked with fishermen to manufacture gear that can be used by fishermen to
fish today.

DMF must consider ropeless gear to save North Atlantic right whales. Ropeless gear is the technology of the future
and the only long-term solution to reduce entanglements while keeping fishermen on the water. Please implement
measures that incorporate ropeless gear pilot programs in order to save the right whale.

Thank you.

Wendy Wish
Orlando, FL 32806


mailto:info@ropelessforrightwhales.com
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From: James Whitelock

To: Fish, Marine (FWE)
Subject: Save the Right Whale
Date: Friday, December 18, 2020 7:44:51 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts mail system. Do
not click on links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

I am writing to express my concern about the proposed regulations created to reduce entanglement risks posed to
North Atlantic right whales.

The primary causes of death for right whales are vessel strikes and entanglements: no adult or juvenile right whale
has died of natural causes in the past 17 years. The East Coast has over one million vertical lines that right whales
must navigate through in order to feed, including in our state waters. These ropes pose a direct risk to our state
marine mammal, the North Atlantic right whale.

Over 85% of right whales have been entangled at least once, and more than half of the population has been
entangled at least twice. The population, which is estimated at 366, is rapidly declining and could be extinct within
our lifetime.

Current enforced regulations require vertical buoy rope to be used when harvesting lobster. This must be revised
entirely, in order for ropeless fishing to become legal in Massachusetts.

DMF must implement a pathway for permitting ropeless gear, as the draft regulations that consider using 1700 Ib.
breakable rope for fishing lines attached to trap pots would still pose a threat to right whale calves and juveniles.

Ropeless gear has been used all over the world by fishermen in Australia, United Kingdom, Ireland, Canada and on
the West Coast. During a data analysis of over 1,000 deployments of various models, ropeless fishing gear had a
98.4 percent success rate. While federal and state regulators have been studying ropeless gear to no avail for the past
twenty years, multiple companies have worked with fishermen to manufacture gear that can be used by fishermen to
fish today.

DMF must consider ropeless gear to save North Atlantic right whales. Ropeless gear is the technology of the future
and the only long-term solution to reduce entanglements while keeping fishermen on the water. Please implement
measures that incorporate ropeless gear pilot programs in order to save the right whale.

Thank you.

James Whitelock
Miami, FL 33162
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From: Nelson Pena

To: Fish, Marine (FWE)
Subject: Save the Right Whale
Date: Friday, December 18, 2020 7:44:42 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts mail system. Do
not click on links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

I am writing to express my concern about the proposed regulations created to reduce entanglement risks posed to
North Atlantic right whales.

The primary causes of death for right whales are vessel strikes and entanglements: no adult or juvenile right whale
has died of natural causes in the past 17 years. The East Coast has over one million vertical lines that right whales
must navigate through in order to feed, including in our state waters. These ropes pose a direct risk to our state
marine mammal, the North Atlantic right whale.

Over 85% of right whales have been entangled at least once, and more than half of the population has been
entangled at least twice. The population, which is estimated at 366, is rapidly declining and could be extinct within
our lifetime.

Current enforced regulations require vertical buoy rope to be used when harvesting lobster. This must be revised
entirely, in order for ropeless fishing to become legal in Massachusetts.

DMF must implement a pathway for permitting ropeless gear, as the draft regulations that consider using 1700 Ib.
breakable rope for fishing lines attached to trap pots would still pose a threat to right whale calves and juveniles.

Ropeless gear has been used all over the world by fishermen in Australia, United Kingdom, Ireland, Canada and on
the West Coast. During a data analysis of over 1,000 deployments of various models, ropeless fishing gear had a
98.4 percent success rate. While federal and state regulators have been studying ropeless gear to no avail for the past
twenty years, multiple companies have worked with fishermen to manufacture gear that can be used by fishermen to
fish today.

DMF must consider ropeless gear to save North Atlantic right whales. Ropeless gear is the technology of the future
and the only long-term solution to reduce entanglements while keeping fishermen on the water. Please implement
measures that incorporate ropeless gear pilot programs in order to save the right whale.

Thank you.

Nelson Pena
, 33033-7344
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From: Alex Stavis

To: Fish, Marine (FWE)
Subject: Save the Right Whale
Date: Friday, December 18, 2020 7:44:32 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts mail system. Do
not click on links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

I am writing to express my concern about the proposed regulations created to reduce entanglement risks posed to
North Atlantic right whales.

The primary causes of death for right whales are vessel strikes and entanglements: no adult or juvenile right whale
has died of natural causes in the past 17 years. The East Coast has over one million vertical lines that right whales
must navigate through in order to feed, including in our state waters. These ropes pose a direct risk to our state
marine mammal, the North Atlantic right whale.

Over 85% of right whales have been entangled at least once, and more than half of the population has been
entangled at least twice. The population, which is estimated at 366, is rapidly declining and could be extinct within
our lifetime.

Current enforced regulations require vertical buoy rope to be used when harvesting lobster. This must be revised
entirely, in order for ropeless fishing to become legal in Massachusetts.

DMF must implement a pathway for permitting ropeless gear, as the draft regulations that consider using 1700 Ib.
breakable rope for fishing lines attached to trap pots would still pose a threat to right whale calves and juveniles.

Ropeless gear has been used all over the world by fishermen in Australia, United Kingdom, Ireland, Canada and on
the West Coast. During a data analysis of over 1,000 deployments of various models, ropeless fishing gear had a
98.4 percent success rate. While federal and state regulators have been studying ropeless gear to no avail for the past
twenty years, multiple companies have worked with fishermen to manufacture gear that can be used by fishermen to
fish today.

DMF must consider ropeless gear to save North Atlantic right whales. Ropeless gear is the technology of the future
and the only long-term solution to reduce entanglements while keeping fishermen on the water. Please implement
measures that incorporate ropeless gear pilot programs in order to save the right whale.

Thank you.

Alex Stavis
New York, NY 10128
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From: Nathan Wilson

To: Fish, Marine (FWE)
Subject: Save the Right Whale
Date: Friday, December 18, 2020 7:44:26 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts mail system. Do
not click on links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

I am writing to express my concern about the proposed regulations created to reduce entanglement risks posed to
North Atlantic right whales.

The primary causes of death for right whales are vessel strikes and entanglements: no adult or juvenile right whale
has died of natural causes in the past 17 years. The East Coast has over one million vertical lines that right whales
must navigate through in order to feed, including in our state waters. These ropes pose a direct risk to our state
marine mammal, the North Atlantic right whale.

Over 85% of right whales have been entangled at least once, and more than half of the population has been
entangled at least twice. The population, which is estimated at 366, is rapidly declining and could be extinct within
our lifetime.

Current enforced regulations require vertical buoy rope to be used when harvesting lobster. This must be revised
entirely, in order for ropeless fishing to become legal in Massachusetts.

DMF must implement a pathway for permitting ropeless gear, as the draft regulations that consider using 1700 Ib.
breakable rope for fishing lines attached to trap pots would still pose a threat to right whale calves and juveniles.

Ropeless gear has been used all over the world by fishermen in Australia, United Kingdom, Ireland, Canada and on
the West Coast. During a data analysis of over 1,000 deployments of various models, ropeless fishing gear had a
98.4 percent success rate. While federal and state regulators have been studying ropeless gear to no avail for the past
twenty years, multiple companies have worked with fishermen to manufacture gear that can be used by fishermen to
fish today.

DMF must consider ropeless gear to save North Atlantic right whales. Ropeless gear is the technology of the future
and the only long-term solution to reduce entanglements while keeping fishermen on the water. Please implement
measures that incorporate ropeless gear pilot programs in order to save the right whale.

Thank you,

Nate Wilson

Nathan Wilson
Dedham, MA 02026
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From: Victoria Paterson

To: Fish, Marine (FWE)
Subject: Save the Right Whale
Date: Friday, December 18, 2020 7:44:15 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts mail system. Do
not click on links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

I am writing to express my concern about the proposed regulations created to reduce entanglement risks posed to
North Atlantic right whales.

The primary causes of death for right whales are vessel strikes and entanglements: no adult or juvenile right whale
has died of natural causes in the past 17 years. The East Coast has over one million vertical lines that right whales
must navigate through in order to feed, including in our state waters. These ropes pose a direct risk to our state
marine mammal, the North Atlantic right whale.

Over 85% of right whales have been entangled at least once, and more than half of the population has been
entangled at least twice. The population, which is estimated at 366, is rapidly declining and could be extinct within
our lifetime.

Current enforced regulations require vertical buoy rope to be used when harvesting lobster. This must be revised
entirely, in order for ropeless fishing to become legal in Massachusetts.

DMF must implement a pathway for permitting ropeless gear, as the draft regulations that consider using 1700 Ib.
breakable rope for fishing lines attached to trap pots would still pose a threat to right whale calves and juveniles.

Ropeless gear has been used all over the world by fishermen in Australia, United Kingdom, Ireland, Canada and on
the West Coast. During a data analysis of over 1,000 deployments of various models, ropeless fishing gear had a
98.4 percent success rate. While federal and state regulators have been studying ropeless gear to no avail for the past
twenty years, multiple companies have worked with fishermen to manufacture gear that can be used by fishermen to
fish today.

DMF must consider ropeless gear to save North Atlantic right whales. Ropeless gear is the technology of the future
and the only long-term solution to reduce entanglements while keeping fishermen on the water. Please implement
measures that incorporate ropeless gear pilot programs in order to save the right whale.

Thank you.

Victoria Paterson
San Francisco, CA 94114
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From: Barb Morrison

To: Fish, Marine (FWE)
Subject: Save the Right Whale
Date: Friday, December 18, 2020 7:44:11 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts mail system. Do
not click on links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

I am writing to express my concern about the proposed regulations created to reduce entanglement risks posed to
North Atlantic right whales.

The primary causes of death for right whales are vessel strikes and entanglements: no adult or juvenile right whale
has died of natural causes in the past 17 years. The East Coast has over one million vertical lines that right whales
must navigate through in order to feed, including in our state waters. These ropes pose a direct risk to our state
marine mammal, the North Atlantic right whale.

Over 85% of right whales have been entangled at least once, and more than half of the population has been
entangled at least twice. The population, which is estimated at 366, is rapidly declining and could be extinct within
our lifetime.

Current enforced regulations require vertical buoy rope to be used when harvesting lobster. This must be revised
entirely, in order for ropeless fishing to become legal in Massachusetts.

DMF must implement a pathway for permitting ropeless gear, as the draft regulations that consider using 1700 Ib.
breakable rope for fishing lines attached to trap pots would still pose a threat to right whale calves and juveniles.

Ropeless gear has been used all over the world by fishermen in Australia, United Kingdom, Ireland, Canada and on
the West Coast. During a data analysis of over 1,000 deployments of various models, ropeless fishing gear had a
98.4 percent success rate. While federal and state regulators have been studying ropeless gear to no avail for the past
twenty years, multiple companies have worked with fishermen to manufacture gear that can be used by fishermen to
fish today.

DMF must consider ropeless gear to save North Atlantic right whales. Ropeless gear is the technology of the future
and the only long-term solution to reduce entanglements while keeping fishermen on the water. Please implement
measures that incorporate ropeless gear pilot programs in order to save the right whale.

Thank you.

Barb Morrison
Clearwater, FL 33764
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From: Michelle Darbro

To: Fish, Marine (FWE)
Subject: Save the Right Whale
Date: Friday, December 18, 2020 7:44:06 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts mail system. Do
not click on links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

I am writing to express my concern about the proposed regulations created to reduce entanglement risks posed to
North Atlantic right whales.

The primary causes of death for right whales are vessel strikes and entanglements: no adult or juvenile right whale
has died of natural causes in the past 17 years. The East Coast has over one million vertical lines that right whales
must navigate through in order to feed, including in our state waters. These ropes pose a direct risk to our state
marine mammal, the North Atlantic right whale.

Over 85% of right whales have been entangled at least once, and more than half of the population has been
entangled at least twice. The population, which is estimated at 366, is rapidly declining and could be extinct within
our lifetime.

Current enforced regulations require vertical buoy rope to be used when harvesting lobster. This must be revised
entirely, in order for ropeless fishing to become legal in Massachusetts.

DMF must implement a pathway for permitting ropeless gear, as the draft regulations that consider using 1700 Ib.
breakable rope for fishing lines attached to trap pots would still pose a threat to right whale calves and juveniles.

Ropeless gear has been used all over the world by fishermen in Australia, United Kingdom, Ireland, Canada and on
the West Coast. During a data analysis of over 1,000 deployments of various models, ropeless fishing gear had a
98.4 percent success rate. While federal and state regulators have been studying ropeless gear to no avail for the past
twenty years, multiple companies have worked with fishermen to manufacture gear that can be used by fishermen to
fish today.

DMF must consider ropeless gear to save North Atlantic right whales. Ropeless gear is the technology of the future
and the only long-term solution to reduce entanglements while keeping fishermen on the water. Please implement
measures that incorporate ropeless gear pilot programs in order to save the right whale.

Thank you.

Michelle Darbro
Fort Lauderdale, FL 33312
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From: Gertrude Battaly

To: Fish, Marine (FWE)
Subject: Save the Right Whale
Date: Friday, December 18, 2020 7:43:58 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts mail system. Do
not click on links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

I am writing to express my concern about the proposed regulations created to reduce entanglement risks posed to
North Atlantic right whales.

The primary causes of death for right whales are vessel strikes and entanglements: no adult or juvenile right whale
has died of natural causes in the past 17 years. The East Coast has over one million vertical lines that right whales
must navigate through in order to feed, including in our state waters. These ropes pose a direct risk to our state
marine mammal, the North Atlantic right whale.

Over 85% of right whales have been entangled at least once, and more than half of the population has been
entangled at least twice. The population, which is estimated at 366, is rapidly declining and could be extinct within
our lifetime.

Current enforced regulations require vertical buoy rope to be used when harvesting lobster. This must be revised
entirely, in order for ropeless fishing to become legal in Massachusetts.

DMF must implement a pathway for permitting ropeless gear, as the draft regulations that consider using 1700 Ib.
breakable rope for fishing lines attached to trap pots would still pose a threat to right whale calves and juveniles.

Ropeless gear has been used all over the world by fishermen in Australia, United Kingdom, Ireland, Canada and on
the West Coast. During a data analysis of over 1,000 deployments of various models, ropeless fishing gear had a
98.4 percent success rate. While federal and state regulators have been studying ropeless gear to no avail for the past
twenty years, multiple companies have worked with fishermen to manufacture gear that can be used by fishermen to
fish today.

DMF must consider ropeless gear to save North Atlantic right whales. Ropeless gear is the technology of the future
and the only long-term solution to reduce entanglements while keeping fishermen on the water. Please implement
measures that incorporate ropeless gear pilot programs in order to save the right whale.

Thank you.

Gertrude Battaly
White Plains, NY 10603
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From: Judy Lindley

To: Fish, Marine (FWE)
Subject: Save the Right Whale
Date: Friday, December 18, 2020 7:43:52 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts mail system. Do
not click on links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

I am writing to express my concern about the proposed regulations created to reduce entanglement risks posed to
North Atlantic right whales.

The primary causes of death for right whales are vessel strikes and entanglements: no adult or juvenile right whale
has died of natural causes in the past 17 years. The East Coast has over one million vertical lines that right whales
must navigate through in order to feed, including in our state waters. These ropes pose a direct risk to our state
marine mammal, the North Atlantic right whale.

Over 85% of right whales have been entangled at least once, and more than half of the population has been
entangled at least twice. The population, which is estimated at 366, is rapidly declining and could be extinct within
our lifetime.

Current enforced regulations require vertical buoy rope to be used when harvesting lobster. This must be revised
entirely, in order for ropeless fishing to become legal in Massachusetts.

DMF must implement a pathway for permitting ropeless gear, as the draft regulations that consider using 1700 Ib.
breakable rope for fishing lines attached to trap pots would still pose a threat to right whale calves and juveniles.

Ropeless gear has been used all over the world by fishermen in Australia, United Kingdom, Ireland, Canada and on
the West Coast. During a data analysis of over 1,000 deployments of various models, ropeless fishing gear had a
98.4 percent success rate. While federal and state regulators have been studying ropeless gear to no avail for the past
twenty years, multiple companies have worked with fishermen to manufacture gear that can be used by fishermen to
fish today.

DMF must consider ropeless gear to save North Atlantic right whales. Ropeless gear is the technology of the future
and the only long-term solution to reduce entanglements while keeping fishermen on the water. Please implement
measures that incorporate ropeless gear pilot programs in order to save the right whale.

Thank you.

Judy Lindley
Lake Worth, FL 33467
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From: Jane White

To: Fish, Marine (FWE)
Subject: Save the Right Whale
Date: Friday, December 18, 2020 7:43:45 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts mail system. Do
not click on links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

I am writing to express my concern about the proposed regulations created to reduce entanglement risks posed to
North Atlantic right whales.

The primary causes of death for right whales are vessel strikes and entanglements: no adult or juvenile right whale
has died of natural causes in the past 17 years. The East Coast has over one million vertical lines that right whales
must navigate through in order to feed, including in our state waters. These ropes pose a direct risk to our state
marine mammal, the North Atlantic right whale.

Over 85% of right whales have been entangled at least once, and more than half of the population has been
entangled at least twice. The population, which is estimated at 366, is rapidly declining and could be extinct within
our lifetime.

Current enforced regulations require vertical buoy rope to be used when harvesting lobster. This must be revised
entirely, in order for ropeless fishing to become legal in Massachusetts.

DMF must implement a pathway for permitting ropeless gear, as the draft regulations that consider using 1700 Ib.
breakable rope for fishing lines attached to trap pots would still pose a threat to right whale calves and juveniles.

Ropeless gear has been used all over the world by fishermen in Australia, United Kingdom, Ireland, Canada and on
the West Coast. During a data analysis of over 1,000 deployments of various models, ropeless fishing gear had a
98.4 percent success rate. While federal and state regulators have been studying ropeless gear to no avail for the past
twenty years, multiple companies have worked with fishermen to manufacture gear that can be used by fishermen to
fish today.

DMF must consider ropeless gear to save North Atlantic right whales. Ropeless gear is the technology of the future
and the only long-term solution to reduce entanglements while keeping fishermen on the water. Please implement
measures that incorporate ropeless gear pilot programs in order to save the right whale.

Thank you.

Jane White
Melbourne, FL 32935
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From: Barbara Charles

To: Fish, Marine (FWE)
Subject: Save the Right Whale
Date: Friday, December 18, 2020 7:43:41 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts mail system. Do
not click on links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

I am writing to express my concern about the proposed regulations created to reduce entanglement risks posed to
North Atlantic right whales.

The primary causes of death for right whales are vessel strikes and entanglements: no adult or juvenile right whale
has died of natural causes in the past 17 years. The East Coast has over one million vertical lines that right whales
must navigate through in order to feed, including in our state waters. These ropes pose a direct risk to our state
marine mammal, the North Atlantic right whale.

Over 85% of right whales have been entangled at least once, and more than half of the population has been
entangled at least twice. The population, which is estimated at 366, is rapidly declining and could be extinct within
our lifetime.

Current enforced regulations require vertical buoy rope to be used when harvesting lobster. This must be revised
entirely, in order for ropeless fishing to become legal in Massachusetts.

DMF must implement a pathway for permitting ropeless gear, as the draft regulations that consider using 1700 Ib.
breakable rope for fishing lines attached to trap pots would still pose a threat to right whale calves and juveniles.

Ropeless gear has been used all over the world by fishermen in Australia, United Kingdom, Ireland, Canada and on
the West Coast. During a data analysis of over 1,000 deployments of various models, ropeless fishing gear had a
98.4 percent success rate. While federal and state regulators have been studying ropeless gear to no avail for the past
twenty years, multiple companies have worked with fishermen to manufacture gear that can be used by fishermen to
fish today.

DMF must consider ropeless gear to save North Atlantic right whales. Ropeless gear is the technology of the future
and the only long-term solution to reduce entanglements while keeping fishermen on the water. Please implement
measures that incorporate ropeless gear pilot programs in order to save the right whale.

Thank you.

Barbara Charles
New York, NY 10019
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From: Leonor Molina

To: Fish, Marine (FWE)
Subject: Save the Right Whale
Date: Friday, December 18, 2020 6:05:23 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts mail system. Do
not click on links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

I am writing to express my concern about the proposed regulations created to reduce entanglement risks posed to
North Atlantic right whales.

The primary causes of death for right whales are vessel strikes and entanglements: no adult or juvenile right whale
has died of natural causes in the past 17 years. The East Coast has over one million vertical lines that right whales
must navigate through in order to feed, including in our state waters. These ropes pose a direct risk to our state
marine mammal, the North Atlantic right whale.

Over 85% of right whales have been entangled at least once, and more than half of the population has been
entangled at least twice. The population, which is estimated at 366, is rapidly declining and could be extinct within
our lifetime.

Current enforced regulations require vertical buoy rope to be used when harvesting lobster. This must be revised
entirely, in order for ropeless fishing to become legal in Massachusetts.

DMF must implement a pathway for permitting ropeless gear, as the draft regulations that consider using 1700 Ib.
breakable rope for fishing lines attached to trap pots would still pose a threat to right whale calves and juveniles.

Ropeless gear has been used all over the world by fishermen in Australia, United Kingdom, Ireland, Canada and on
the West Coast. During a data analysis of over 1,000 deployments of various models, ropeless fishing gear had a
98.4 percent success rate. While federal and state regulators have been studying ropeless gear to no avail for the past
twenty years, multiple companies have worked with fishermen to manufacture gear that can be used by fishermen to
fish today.

DMF must consider ropeless gear to save North Atlantic right whales. Ropeless gear is the technology of the future
and the only long-term solution to reduce entanglements while keeping fishermen on the water. Please implement
measures that incorporate ropeless gear pilot programs in order to save the right whale.

Thank you.

Leonor Molina
Severna Park, MD 21146
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From: jDoe

To: Fish, Marine (FWE)
Subject: Save the Right Whale
Date: Friday, December 18, 2020 6:05:14 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts mail system. Do
not click on links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

I am writing to express my concern about the proposed regulations created to reduce entanglement risks posed to
North Atlantic right whales.

The primary causes of death for right whales are vessel strikes and entanglements: no adult or juvenile right whale
has died of natural causes in the past 17 years. The East Coast has over one million vertical lines that right whales
must navigate through in order to feed, including in our state waters. These ropes pose a direct risk to our state
marine mammal, the North Atlantic right whale.

Over 85% of right whales have been entangled at least once, and more than half of the population has been
entangled at least twice. The population, which is estimated at 366, is rapidly declining and could be extinct within
our lifetime.

Current enforced regulations require vertical buoy rope to be used when harvesting lobster. This must be revised
entirely, in order for ropeless fishing to become legal in Massachusetts.

DMF must implement a pathway for permitting ropeless gear, as the draft regulations that consider using 1700 Ib.
breakable rope for fishing lines attached to trap pots would still pose a threat to right whale calves and juveniles.

Ropeless gear has been used all over the world by fishermen in Australia, United Kingdom, Ireland, Canada and on
the West Coast. During a data analysis of over 1,000 deployments of various models, ropeless fishing gear had a
98.4 percent success rate. While federal and state regulators have been studying ropeless gear to no avail for the past
twenty years, multiple companies have worked with fishermen to manufacture gear that can be used by fishermen to
fish today.

DMF must consider ropeless gear to save North Atlantic right whales. Ropeless gear is the technology of the future
and the only long-term solution to reduce entanglements while keeping fishermen on the water. Please implement
measures that incorporate ropeless gear pilot programs in order to save the right whale.

Thank you.

j Doe
New York, NY 10013
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From: Margo Roy

To: Fish, Marine (FWE)
Subject: Save the Right Whale
Date: Friday, December 18, 2020 6:05:04 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts mail system. Do
not click on links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

I am writing to express my concern about the proposed regulations created to reduce entanglement risks posed to
North Atlantic right whales.

The primary causes of death for right whales are vessel strikes and entanglements: no adult or juvenile right whale
has died of natural causes in the past 17 years. The East Coast has over one million vertical lines that right whales
must navigate through in order to feed, including in our state waters. These ropes pose a direct risk to our state
marine mammal, the North Atlantic right whale.

Over 85% of right whales have been entangled at least once, and more than half of the population has been
entangled at least twice. The population, which is estimated at 366, is rapidly declining and could be extinct within
our lifetime.

Current enforced regulations require vertical buoy rope to be used when harvesting lobster. This must be revised
entirely, in order for ropeless fishing to become legal in Massachusetts.

DMF must implement a pathway for permitting ropeless gear, as the draft regulations that consider using 1700 Ib.
breakable rope for fishing lines attached to trap pots would still pose a threat to right whale calves and juveniles.

Ropeless gear has been used all over the world by fishermen in Australia, United Kingdom, Ireland, Canada and on
the West Coast. During a data analysis of over 1,000 deployments of various models, ropeless fishing gear had a
98.4 percent success rate. While federal and state regulators have been studying ropeless gear to no avail for the past
twenty years, multiple companies have worked with fishermen to manufacture gear that can be used by fishermen to
fish today.

DMF must consider ropeless gear to save North Atlantic right whales. Ropeless gear is the technology of the future
and the only long-term solution to reduce entanglements while keeping fishermen on the water. Please implement
measures that incorporate ropeless gear pilot programs in order to save the right whale.

Thank you.

Margo Roy
Pensacola, FL 32514
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mailto:marine.fish@mass.gov

From: Michelle Collar

To: Fish, Marine (FWE)
Subject: Save the Right Whale
Date: Friday, December 18, 2020 6:05:01 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts mail system. Do
not click on links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

I am writing to express my concern about the proposed regulations created to reduce entanglement risks posed to
North Atlantic right whales.

The primary causes of death for right whales are vessel strikes and entanglements: no adult or juvenile right whale
has died of natural causes in the past 17 years. The East Coast has over one million vertical lines that right whales
must navigate through in order to feed, including in our state waters. These ropes pose a direct risk to our state
marine mammal, the North Atlantic right whale.

Over 85% of right whales have been entangled at least once, and more than half of the population has been
entangled at least twice. The population, which is estimated at 366, is rapidly declining and could be extinct within
our lifetime.

Current enforced regulations require vertical buoy rope to be used when harvesting lobster. This must be revised
entirely, in order for ropeless fishing to become legal in Massachusetts.

DMF must implement a pathway for permitting ropeless gear, as the draft regulations that consider using 1700 Ib.
breakable rope for fishing lines attached to trap pots would still pose a threat to right whale calves and juveniles.

Ropeless gear has been used all over the world by fishermen in Australia, United Kingdom, Ireland, Canada and on
the West Coast. During a data analysis of over 1,000 deployments of various models, ropeless fishing gear had a
98.4 percent success rate. While federal and state regulators have been studying ropeless gear to no avail for the past
twenty years, multiple companies have worked with fishermen to manufacture gear that can be used by fishermen to
fish today.

DMF must consider ropeless gear to save North Atlantic right whales. Ropeless gear is the technology of the future
and the only long-term solution to reduce entanglements while keeping fishermen on the water. Please implement
measures that incorporate ropeless gear pilot programs in order to save the right whale.

Thank you for your time and consideration,

Best regards,

Michelle Collar
North Attleboro, MA 02760
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From: Anna Petronik

To: Fish, Marine (FWE)
Subject: Save the Right Whale
Date: Friday, December 18, 2020 6:04:52 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts mail system. Do
not click on links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

I am writing to express my concern about the proposed regulations created to reduce entanglement risks posed to
North Atlantic right whales.

The primary causes of death for right whales are vessel strikes and entanglements: no adult or juvenile right whale
has died of natural causes in the past 17 years. The East Coast has over one million vertical lines that right whales
must navigate through in order to feed, including in our state waters. These ropes pose a direct risk to our state
marine mammal, the North Atlantic right whale.

Over 85% of right whales have been entangled at least once, and more than half of the population has been
entangled at least twice. The population, which is estimated at 366, is rapidly declining and could be extinct within
our lifetime.

Current enforced regulations require vertical buoy rope to be used when harvesting lobster. This must be revised
entirely, in order for ropeless fishing to become legal in Massachusetts.

DMF must implement a pathway for permitting ropeless gear, as the draft regulations that consider using 1700 Ib.
breakable rope for fishing lines attached to trap pots would still pose a threat to right whale calves and juveniles.

Ropeless gear has been used all over the world by fishermen in Australia, United Kingdom, Ireland, Canada and on
the West Coast. During a data analysis of over 1,000 deployments of various models, ropeless fishing gear had a
98.4 percent success rate. While federal and state regulators have been studying ropeless gear to no avail for the past
twenty years, multiple companies have worked with fishermen to manufacture gear that can be used by fishermen to
fish today.

DMF must consider ropeless gear to save North Atlantic right whales. Ropeless gear is the technology of the future
and the only long-term solution to reduce entanglements while keeping fishermen on the water. Please implement
measures that incorporate ropeless gear pilot programs in order to save the right whale.

Thank you.

Anna Petronik
Miami Beach, FL 33140
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From: Julie Miro

To: Fish, Marine (FWE)
Subject: Save the Right Whale
Date: Friday, December 18, 2020 6:04:47 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts mail system. Do
not click on links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

I am writing to express my concern about the proposed regulations created to reduce entanglement risks posed to
North Atlantic right whales.

The primary causes of death for right whales are vessel strikes and entanglements: no adult or juvenile right whale
has died of natural causes in the past 17 years. The East Coast has over one million vertical lines that right whales
must navigate through in order to feed, including in our state waters. These ropes pose a direct risk to our state
marine mammal, the North Atlantic right whale.

Over 85% of right whales have been entangled at least once, and more than half of the population has been
entangled at least twice. The population, which is estimated at 366, is rapidly declining and could be extinct within
our lifetime.

Current enforced regulations require vertical buoy rope to be used when harvesting lobster. This must be revised
entirely, in order for ropeless fishing to become legal in Massachusetts.

DMF must implement a pathway for permitting ropeless gear, as the draft regulations that consider using 1700 Ib.
breakable rope for fishing lines attached to trap pots would still pose a threat to right whale calves and juveniles.

Ropeless gear has been used all over the world by fishermen in Australia, United Kingdom, Ireland, Canada and on
the West Coast. During a data analysis of over 1,000 deployments of various models, ropeless fishing gear had a
98.4 percent success rate. While federal and state regulators have been studying ropeless gear to no avail for the past
twenty years, multiple companies have worked with fishermen to manufacture gear that can be used by fishermen to
fish today.

DMF must consider ropeless gear to save North Atlantic right whales. Ropeless gear is the technology of the future
and the only long-term solution to reduce entanglements while keeping fishermen on the water. Please implement
measures that incorporate ropeless gear pilot programs in order to save the right whale.

Thank you.

Julie Miro
Miami, FL 33137
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From: S. Jordan

To: Fish, Marine (FWE)
Subject: Save the Right Whale
Date: Friday, December 18, 2020 6:04:37 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts mail system. Do
not click on links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

I am writing to express my concern about the proposed regulations created to reduce entanglement risks posed to
North Atlantic right whales.

The primary causes of death for right whales are vessel strikes and entanglements: no adult or juvenile right whale
has died of natural causes in the past 17 years. The East Coast has over one million vertical lines that right whales
must navigate through in order to feed, including in our state waters. These ropes pose a direct risk to our state
marine mammal, the North Atlantic right whale.

Over 85% of right whales have been entangled at least once, and more than half of the population has been
entangled at least twice. The population, which is estimated at 366, is rapidly declining and could be extinct within
our lifetime.

Current enforced regulations require vertical buoy rope to be used when harvesting lobster. This must be revised
entirely, in order for ropeless fishing to become legal in Massachusetts.

DMF must implement a pathway for permitting ropeless gear, as the draft regulations that consider using 1700 Ib.
breakable rope for fishing lines attached to trap pots would still pose a threat to right whale calves and juveniles.

Ropeless gear has been used all over the world by fishermen in Australia, United Kingdom, Ireland, Canada and on
the West Coast. During a data analysis of over 1,000 deployments of various models, ropeless fishing gear had a
98.4 percent success rate. While federal and state regulators have been studying ropeless gear to no avail for the past
twenty years, multiple companies have worked with fishermen to manufacture gear that can be used by fishermen to
fish today.

DMF must consider ropeless gear to save North Atlantic right whales. Ropeless gear is the technology of the future
and the only long-term solution to reduce entanglements while keeping fishermen on the water. Please implement
measures that incorporate ropeless gear pilot programs in order to save the right whale.

Thank you.

S. Jordan
Deerfield Beh, FL 33441
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From: Lawrence Wallen

To: Fish, Marine (FWE)
Subject: Save the Right Whale
Date: Friday, December 18, 2020 6:04:28 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts mail system. Do
not click on links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

I am writing to express my concern about the proposed regulations created to reduce entanglement risks posed to
North Atlantic right whales.

The primary causes of death for right whales are vessel strikes and entanglements: no adult or juvenile right whale
has died of natural causes in the past 17 years. The East Coast has over one million vertical lines that right whales
must navigate through in order to feed, including in our state waters. These ropes pose a direct risk to our state
marine mammal, the North Atlantic right whale.

Over 85% of right whales have been entangled at least once, and more than half of the population has been
entangled at least twice. The population, which is estimated at 366, is rapidly declining and could be extinct within
our lifetime.

Current enforced regulations require vertical buoy rope to be used when harvesting lobster. This must be revised
entirely, in order for ropeless fishing to become legal in Massachusetts.

DMF must implement a pathway for permitting ropeless gear, as the draft regulations that consider using 1700 Ib.
breakable rope for fishing lines attached to trap pots would still pose a threat to right whale calves and juveniles.

Ropeless gear has been used all over the world by fishermen in Australia, United Kingdom, Ireland, Canada and on
the West Coast. During a data analysis of over 1,000 deployments of various models, ropeless fishing gear had a
98.4 percent success rate. While federal and state regulators have been studying ropeless gear to no avail for the past
twenty years, multiple companies have worked with fishermen to manufacture gear that can be used by fishermen to
fish today.

DMF must consider ropeless gear to save North Atlantic right whales. Ropeless gear is the technology of the future
and the only long-term solution to reduce entanglements while keeping fishermen on the water. Please implement
measures that incorporate ropeless gear pilot programs in order to save the right whale.

Thank you.

Lawrence Wallen
Hinesville, GA 31313
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From: Lisa Mazzola

To: Fish, Marine (FWE)
Subject: Save the Right Whale
Date: Friday, December 18, 2020 6:04:24 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts mail system. Do
not click on links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

I am writing to express my concern about the proposed regulations created to reduce entanglement risks posed to
North Atlantic right whales.

The primary causes of death for right whales are vessel strikes and entanglements: no adult or juvenile right whale
has died of natural causes in the past 17 years. The East Coast has over one million vertical lines that right whales
must navigate through in order to feed, including in our state waters. These ropes pose a direct risk to our state
marine mammal, the North Atlantic right whale.

Over 85% of right whales have been entangled at least once, and more than half of the population has been
entangled at least twice. The population, which is estimated at 366, is rapidly declining and could be extinct within
our lifetime.

Current enforced regulations require vertical buoy rope to be used when harvesting lobster. This must be revised
entirely, in order for ropeless fishing to become legal in Massachusetts.

DMF must implement a pathway for permitting ropeless gear, as the draft regulations that consider using 1700 Ib.
breakable rope for fishing lines attached to trap pots would still pose a threat to right whale calves and juveniles.

Ropeless gear has been used all over the world by fishermen in Australia, United Kingdom, Ireland, Canada and on
the West Coast. During a data analysis of over 1,000 deployments of various models, ropeless fishing gear had a
98.4 percent success rate. While federal and state regulators have been studying ropeless gear to no avail for the past
twenty years, multiple companies have worked with fishermen to manufacture gear that can be used by fishermen to
fish today.

DMF must consider ropeless gear to save North Atlantic right whales. Ropeless gear is the technology of the future
and the only long-term solution to reduce entanglements while keeping fishermen on the water. Please implement
measures that incorporate ropeless gear pilot programs in order to save the right whale.

Thank you.

Lisa Mazzola
, 33612-5013
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From: Pablo Bobe

To: Fish, Marine (FWE)
Subject: Save the Right Whale
Date: Friday, December 18, 2020 5:56:08 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts mail system. Do
not click on links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

I am writing to express my concern about the proposed regulations created to reduce entanglement risks posed to
North Atlantic right whales.

The primary causes of death for right whales are vessel strikes and entanglements: no adult or juvenile right whale
has died of natural causes in the past 17 years. The East Coast has over one million vertical lines that right whales
must navigate through in order to feed, including in our state waters. These ropes pose a direct risk to our state
marine mammal, the North Atlantic right whale.

Over 85% of right whales have been entangled at least once, and more than half of the population has been
entangled at least twice. The population, which is estimated at 366, is rapidly declining and could be extinct within
our lifetime.

Current enforced regulations require vertical buoy rope to be used when harvesting lobster. This must be revised
entirely, in order for ropeless fishing to become legal in Massachusetts.

DMF must implement a pathway for permitting ropeless gear, as the draft regulations that consider using 1700 Ib.
breakable rope for fishing lines attached to trap pots would still pose a threat to right whale calves and juveniles.

Ropeless gear has been used all over the world by fishermen in Australia, United Kingdom, Ireland, Canada and on
the West Coast. During a data analysis of over 1,000 deployments of various models, ropeless fishing gear had a
98.4 percent success rate. While federal and state regulators have been studying ropeless gear to no avail for the past
twenty years, multiple companies have worked with fishermen to manufacture gear that can be used by fishermen to
fish today.

DMF must consider ropeless gear to save North Atlantic right whales. Ropeless gear is the technology of the future
and the only long-term solution to reduce entanglements while keeping fishermen on the water. Please implement
measures that incorporate ropeless gear pilot programs in order to save the right whale.

Thank you.

Pablo Bobe
New York, NY 10130


mailto:info@ropelessforrightwhales.com
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From: Anca Vlasopolos

To: Fish, Marine (FWE)
Subject: Save the Right Whale
Date: Friday, December 18, 2020 5:42:20 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts mail system. Do
not click on links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

I am writing to express my concern about the proposed draft regulations created to reduce entanglement risks posed
to North Atlantic right whales. We must do all we can to protect these animals WHILE THERE'S TIME! Since
highly successful ropeless gear exists and is being used by other countries, must we be once more behind others in
wildlife protection? It's not as if protecting the whales puts an end to fisheries, as so many willfully ignorant people
claim.

The primary causes of death for right whales are ship strikes and entanglements: no right whale has died of natural
causes in the past 17 years. The East Coast has over one million vertical lines that right whales must navigate
through in order to feed, including in our state waters. These ropes pose a direct risk to our state marine mammal,
the North Atlantic right whale.

Over 85% of right whales have been entangled at least once, and more than half of the population has been
entangled twice or more. The population, which is estimated at 366, is rapidly declining. Right whales could be
extinct within our lifetime.

Current enforced regulations require vertical buoy rope to be used when harvesting lobster. This must be revised
entirely, in order for ropeless fishing to become legal in Massachusetts.

DMF must implement a pathway for permitting ropeless gear, as the draft regulations that consider using 1700 Ib.
breakable rope for fishing lines attached to trap pots would still pose a threat to right whale calves and juveniles.

Ropeless gear has been used all over the world by fishermen in Australia, United Kingdom, Ireland, Canada and on
the West Coast. During a data analysis of over 1,000 deployments of various models, ropeless fishing gear had a
98.4 percent success rate. While federal and state regulators have been studying ropeless gear to no avail for the past
twenty years, multiple companies have worked with fishermen to manufacture gear that can be used by fishermen to
fish today.

DMF must consider ropeless gear to save North Atlantic right whales. Ropeless gear is the technology of the future
and the only long-term solution to reduce entanglements while keeping fishermen on the water. Please implement
measures that incorporate ropeless gear pilot programs in order to save the right whale.

Please take steps to be on the right side of history!
Thank you.

Anca Vlasopolos
Centerville, MA 02632
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From: Andra Heide

To: Fish, Marine (FWE)
Subject: Save the Right Whale
Date: Friday, December 18, 2020 5:35:47 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts mail system. Do
not click on links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

I am writing to express my concern about the proposed regulations created to reduce entanglement risks posed to
North Atlantic right whales.

The primary causes of death for right whales are vessel strikes and entanglements: no adult or juvenile right whale
has died of natural causes in the past 17 years. The East Coast has over one million vertical lines that right whales
must navigate through in order to feed, including in our state waters. These ropes pose a direct risk to our state
marine mammal, the North Atlantic right whale.

Over 85% of right whales have been entangled at least once, and more than half of the population has been
entangled at least twice. The population, which is estimated at 366, is rapidly declining and could be extinct within
our lifetime.

Current enforced regulations require vertical buoy rope to be used when harvesting lobster. This must be revised
entirely, in order for ropeless fishing to become legal in Massachusetts.

DMF must implement a pathway for permitting ropeless gear, as the draft regulations that consider using 1700 Ib.
breakable rope for fishing lines attached to trap pots would still pose a threat to right whale calves and juveniles.

Ropeless gear has been used all over the world by fishermen in Australia, United Kingdom, Ireland, Canada and on
the West Coast. During a data analysis of over 1,000 deployments of various models, ropeless fishing gear had a
98.4 percent success rate. While federal and state regulators have been studying ropeless gear to no avail for the past
twenty years, multiple companies have worked with fishermen to manufacture gear that can be used by fishermen to
fish today.

DMF must consider ropeless gear to save North Atlantic right whales. Ropeless gear is the technology of the future
and the only long-term solution to reduce entanglements while keeping fishermen on the water. Please implement
measures that incorporate ropeless gear pilot programs in order to save the right whale.

Thank you.

Andra Heide
Pace, FL 32571
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From: Wendy Weldon

To: Fish, Marine (FWE)
Subject: Save the Right Whale
Date: Friday, December 18, 2020 5:35:39 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts mail system. Do
not click on links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

I am writing to express my concern about the proposed regulations created to reduce entanglement risks posed to
North Atlantic right whales.

The primary causes of death for right whales are vessel strikes and entanglements: no adult or juvenile right whale
has died of natural causes in the past 17 years. The East Coast has over one million vertical lines that right whales
must navigate through in order to feed, including in our state waters. These ropes pose a direct risk to our state
marine mammal, the North Atlantic right whale.

Over 85% of right whales have been entangled at least once, and more than half of the population has been
entangled at least twice. The population, which is estimated at 366, is rapidly declining and could be extinct within
our lifetime.

Current enforced regulations require vertical buoy rope to be used when harvesting lobster. This must be revised
entirely, in order for ropeless fishing to become legal in Massachusetts.

DMF must implement a pathway for permitting ropeless gear, as the draft regulations that consider using 1700 Ib.
breakable rope for fishing lines attached to trap pots would still pose a threat to right whale calves and juveniles.

Ropeless gear has been used all over the world by fishermen in Australia, United Kingdom, Ireland, Canada and on
the West Coast. During a data analysis of over 1,000 deployments of various models, ropeless fishing gear had a
98.4 percent success rate. While federal and state regulators have been studying ropeless gear to no avail for the past
twenty years, multiple companies have worked with fishermen to manufacture gear that can be used by fishermen to
fish today.

DMF must consider ropeless gear to save North Atlantic right whales. Ropeless gear is the technology of the future
and the only long-term solution to reduce entanglements while keeping fishermen on the water. Please implement
measures that incorporate ropeless gear pilot programs in order to save the right whale.

Thank you.

Wendy Weldon
Delray Beach, FL 33484
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From: Deb Stringham

To: Fish, Marine (FWE)
Subject: Save the Right Whale
Date: Friday, December 18, 2020 5:35:29 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts mail system. Do
not click on links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

I am writing to express my concern about the proposed regulations created to reduce entanglement risks posed to
North Atlantic right whales.

The primary causes of death for right whales are vessel strikes and entanglements: no adult or juvenile right whale
has died of natural causes in the past 17 years. The East Coast has over one million vertical lines that right whales
must navigate through in order to feed, including in our state waters. These ropes pose a direct risk to our state
marine mammal, the North Atlantic right whale.

Over 85% of right whales have been entangled at least once, and more than half of the population has been
entangled at least twice. The population, which is estimated at 366, is rapidly declining and could be extinct within
our lifetime.

Current enforced regulations require vertical buoy rope to be used when harvesting lobster. This must be revised
entirely, in order for ropeless fishing to become legal in Massachusetts.

DMF must implement a pathway for permitting ropeless gear, as the draft regulations that consider using 1700 Ib.
breakable rope for fishing lines attached to trap pots would still pose a threat to right whale calves and juveniles.

Ropeless gear has been used all over the world by fishermen in Australia, United Kingdom, Ireland, Canada and on
the West Coast. During a data analysis of over 1,000 deployments of various models, ropeless fishing gear had a
98.4 percent success rate. While federal and state regulators have been studying ropeless gear to no avail for the past
twenty years, multiple companies have worked with fishermen to manufacture gear that can be used by fishermen to
fish today.

DMF must consider ropeless gear to save North Atlantic right whales. Ropeless gear is the technology of the future
and the only long-term solution to reduce entanglements while keeping fishermen on the water. Please implement
measures that incorporate ropeless gear pilot programs in order to save the right whale.

Thank you.

Deb Stringham
Sharon, MA 02067
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From: Andra Heide

To: Fish, Marine (FWE)
Subject: Save the Right Whale
Date: Friday, December 18, 2020 5:35:20 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts mail system. Do
not click on links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

I am writing to express my concern about the proposed regulations created to reduce entanglement risks posed to
North Atlantic right whales.

The primary causes of death for right whales are vessel strikes and entanglements: no adult or juvenile right whale
has died of natural causes in the past 17 years. The East Coast has over one million vertical lines that right whales
must navigate through in order to feed, including in our state waters. These ropes pose a direct risk to our state
marine mammal, the North Atlantic right whale.

Over 85% of right whales have been entangled at least once, and more than half of the population has been
entangled at least twice. The population, which is estimated at 366, is rapidly declining and could be extinct within
our lifetime.

Current enforced regulations require vertical buoy rope to be used when harvesting lobster. This must be revised
entirely, in order for ropeless fishing to become legal in Massachusetts.

DMF must implement a pathway for permitting ropeless gear, as the draft regulations that consider using 1700 Ib.
breakable rope for fishing lines attached to trap pots would still pose a threat to right whale calves and juveniles.

Ropeless gear has been used all over the world by fishermen in Australia, United Kingdom, Ireland, Canada and on
the West Coast. During a data analysis of over 1,000 deployments of various models, ropeless fishing gear had a
98.4 percent success rate. While federal and state regulators have been studying ropeless gear to no avail for the past
twenty years, multiple companies have worked with fishermen to manufacture gear that can be used by fishermen to
fish today.

DMF must consider ropeless gear to save North Atlantic right whales. Ropeless gear is the technology of the future
and the only long-term solution to reduce entanglements while keeping fishermen on the water. Please implement
measures that incorporate ropeless gear pilot programs in order to save the right whale.

Thank you.

Andra Heide
Pace, FL 32571
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From: cecilia nevel

To: Fish, Marine (FWE)
Subject: Save the Right Whale
Date: Friday, December 18, 2020 5:35:18 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts mail system. Do
not click on links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

I am writing to express my concern about the proposed regulations created to reduce entanglement risks posed to
North Atlantic right whales.

The primary causes of death for right whales are vessel strikes and entanglements: no adult or juvenile right whale
has died of natural causes in the past 17 years. The East Coast has over one million vertical lines that right whales
must navigate through in order to feed, including in our state waters. These ropes pose a direct risk to our state
marine mammal, the North Atlantic right whale.

Over 85% of right whales have been entangled at least once, and more than half of the population has been
entangled at least twice. The population, which is estimated at 366, is rapidly declining and could be extinct within
our lifetime.

Current enforced regulations require vertical buoy rope to be used when harvesting lobster. This must be revised
entirely, in order for ropeless fishing to become legal in Massachusetts.

DMF must implement a pathway for permitting ropeless gear, as the draft regulations that consider using 1700 Ib.
breakable rope for fishing lines attached to trap pots would still pose a threat to right whale calves and juveniles.

Ropeless gear has been used all over the world by fishermen in Australia, United Kingdom, Ireland, Canada and on
the West Coast. During a data analysis of over 1,000 deployments of various models, ropeless fishing gear had a
98.4 percent success rate. While federal and state regulators have been studying ropeless gear to no avail for the past
twenty years, multiple companies have worked with fishermen to manufacture gear that can be used by fishermen to
fish today.

DMF must consider ropeless gear to save North Atlantic right whales. Ropeless gear is the technology of the future
and the only long-term solution to reduce entanglements while keeping fishermen on the water. Please implement
measures that incorporate ropeless gear pilot programs in order to save the right whale.

Thank you.

cecilia nevel
Clearwater, FL 33755
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From: Katherine Corcoran Lytle

To: Fish, Marine (FWE)
Subject: Save the Right Whale
Date: Friday, December 18, 2020 5:28:11 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts mail system. Do
not click on links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

I am writing to express my concern about the proposed draft regulations created to reduce entanglement risks posed
to North Atlantic right whales.

The primary causes of death for right whales are ship strikes and entanglements: no right whale has died of natural
causes in the past 17 years. The East Coast has over one million miles of vertical lines that right whales must
navigate through in order to feed, including in our state waters. These ropes pose a direct risk to our state marine
mammal, the North Atlantic right whale.

More than 85% of right whales have been entangled at least once, and more than half of the population has been
entangled twice or more. The population, which is estimated at 366, is rapidly declining. Right whales could be
extinct within our lifetime.

Current enforced regulations require vertical buoy rope to be used when harvesting lobster. This must be revised
entirely, in order for ropeless fishing to become legal in Massachusetts.

DMF must implement a pathway for permitting ropeless gear, as the draft regulations that consider using 1700 Ib.
breakable rope for fishing lines attached to trap pots would still pose a threat to right whale calves and juveniles.

Ropeless gear has been used all over the world by fishermen in Australia, United Kingdom, Ireland, Canada and on
the West Coast. During a data analysis of over 1,000 deployments of various models, ropeless fishing gear had a
98.4 percent success rate. While federal and state regulators have been studying ropeless gear to no avail for the past
twenty years, multiple companies have worked with fishermen to manufacture gear that can be used by fishermen to
fish today.

DMF must consider ropeless gear to save North Atlantic right whales. Ropeless gear is the technology of the future
and the only long-term solution to reduce entanglements while keeping fishermen on the water. Please implement
measures that incorporate ropeless gear pilot programs in order to save the right whale.

Thank you.

Katherine Corcoran Lytle
Whitman, MA 02382


mailto:info@ropelessforrightwhales.com
mailto:marine.fish@mass.gov

From: Lawrence Brown

To: Fish, Marine (FWE)
Subject: Save the Right Whale
Date: Friday, December 18, 2020 5:28:11 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts mail system. Do
not click on links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

I am concerned about the proposed draft regulations created to reduce entanglement risks posed to North Atlantic
right whales.

The primary causes of death for right whales are ship strikes and entanglements: no right whale has died of natural
causes in the past 17 years. The East Coast has over one million miles of vertical lines that right whales must
navigate through to feed, including our state waters. These ropes pose a direct risk to our state marine mammal, the
North Atlantic right whale.

Over 85% of right whales have been entangled at least once, and more than half of the population has been
entangled twice or more. The population, which is estimated at 366, is rapidly declining. Right whales could be
extinct within our lifetime.

Current enforced regulations require vertical buoy rope to be used when harvesting lobster. This must be revised
entirely for ropeless fishing to become legal in Massachusetts.

DMF must implement a pathway for permitting ropeless gear, as the draft regulations that consider using 1700 Ib.
breakable rope for fishing lines attached to trap pots would still pose a threat to right whale calves and juveniles.

Ropeless gear has been used all over the world by fishermen in Australia, United Kingdom, Ireland, Canada and on
the West Coast. During a data analysis of over 1,000 deployments of various models, ropeless fishing gear had a
98.4 percent success rate. While federal and state regulators have been studying ropeless gear to no avail for the past
twenty years, multiple companies have worked with fishermen to manufacture gear that can be used by fishermen to
fish today.

DMF must consider ropeless gear to save North Atlantic right whales. Ropeless gear is the technology of the future
and the only long-term solution to reduce entanglements while keeping fishermen on the water. Please implement
measures that incorporate ropeless gear pilot programs to save the right whale.

Thank you.

Lawrence Brown
Burlington, MA 01803
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From: Joseph Beebe

To: Fish, Marine (FWE)
Subject: Save the Right Whale
Date: Friday, December 18, 2020 5:28:10 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts mail system. Do
not click on links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

DMF must consider ropeless gear to save North Atlantic right whales. Ropeless gear is the technology of the future
and the only long-term solution to reduce entanglements while keeping fishermen on the water. Please implement
measures that incorporate ropeless gear pilot programs in order to save the right whale.

Thank you.

Joseph Beebe
Cambridge, MA 02139
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From: Sally Brotman

To: Fish, Marine (FWE)
Subject: Save the Right Whale
Date: Friday, December 18, 2020 5:28:10 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts mail system. Do
not click on links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

I am writing to express my concern about the proposed draft regulations created to reduce entanglement risks posed
to North Atlantic right whales.

I live in Truro and have been witnessing the steady decline of the right whale population my whole life. Between
entanglements, ship strikes, underwater noise pollution, shifting food sources because of global climate change, I am
dismayed by the "too little too late" approach to the decline of this species. I dread the thought that I will be a
witness to the extinction of the right whale. I speak for my whole family and all the friends who enjoy whale
watching and care about the health of the ocean off our coast.

As others will state in their message to you, the primary causes of death for right whales are ship strikes and
entanglements: no right whale has died of natural causes in the past 17 years. The East Coast has over one million
miles of vertical lines that right whales must navigate through in order to feed, including in our state waters. These
ropes pose a direct risk to our state marine mammal, the North Atlantic right whale.

Over 85% of right whales have been entangled at least once, and more than half of the population has been
entangled twice or more. The population, which is estimated at 366, is rapidly declining. Right whales could be
extinct within our lifetime.

Current enforced regulations require vertical buoy rope to be used when harvesting lobster. This must be revised
entirely, in order for ropeless fishing to become legal in Massachusetts.

DMF must implement a pathway for permitting ropeless gear, as the draft regulations that consider using 1700 1b.
breakable rope for fishing lines attached to trap pots would still pose a threat to right whale calves and juveniles.

Ropeless gear has been used all over the world by fishermen in Australia, United Kingdom, Ireland, Canada and on
the West Coast. During a data analysis of over 1,000 deployments of various models, ropeless fishing gear had a
98.4 percent success rate. While federal and state regulators have been studying ropeless gear to no avail for the past
twenty years, multiple companies have worked with fishermen to manufacture gear that can be used by fishermen to
fish today.

DMF must consider ropeless gear to save North Atlantic right whales. Ropeless gear is the technology of the future
and the only long-term solution to reduce entanglements while keeping fishermen on the water. Please implement
measures that incorporate ropeless gear pilot programs in order to save the right whale.

Thank you.

Sally Brotman
Truro, MA 02666
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From: Rob Morris

To: Fish, Marine (FWE)
Subject: Save the Right Whale
Date: Friday, December 18, 2020 5:28:09 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts mail system. Do
not click on links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

I am writing to express my concern about the proposed draft regulations created to reduce entanglement risks posed
to North Atlantic right whales.

Current enforced regulations require vertical buoy rope to be used when harvesting lobster. This must be revised to
allow for ropeless fishing to become legal in Massachusetts.

DMF must implement a pathway for permitting ropeless gear, as the draft regulations that consider using 1700 Ib.
breakable rope for fishing lines attached to trap pots would still pose a threat to right whale calves and juveniles.
Using Ropeless technology along with weak rope would be the best of both solutions.

Ropeless gear has been used all over the world by fishermen in Australia, United Kingdom, Ireland, Canada and on
the West Coast. During a data analysis of over 1,000 deployments of various models, ropeless fishing gear had a
98.4 percent success rate. While federal and state regulators have been studying ropeless gear to no avail for the past
twenty years, multiple companies have worked with fishermen to manufacture gear that can be used by fishermen to
fish today.

DMF must consider ropeless gear to save North Atlantic right whales. Ropeless gear is the technology of the future

and the only long-term solution to reduce entanglements while keeping fishermen on the water. Please implement
measures that incorporate ropeless gear pilot programs in order to save the right whale.

Thank you.

Rob Morris
West Wareham, MA 02576
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From: Melanie Lary

To: Fish, Marine (FWE)
Subject: Save the Right Whale
Date: Friday, December 18, 2020 5:28:00 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts mail system. Do
not click on links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

I am writing to express my concern about the proposed draft regulations created to reduce entanglement risks posed
to North Atlantic right whales.

Ropeless fishing gear can help solve the problem of right whale entanglements, while helping the fishing industry
thrive, and a way to advance the permitting for it should be considered in the proposed regulations.

The primary causes of death for right whales are ship strikes and entanglements: no right whale has died of natural
causes in the past 17 years. The East Coast has over one million miles of vertical lines that right whales must
navigate through in order to feed, including in our state waters. These ropes pose a direct risk to our state marine
mammal, the North Atlantic right whale.

Over 85% of right whales have been entangled at least once, and more than half of the population has been
entangled twice or more. The population, which is estimated at 366, is rapidly declining. Right whales could be
extinct within our lifetime.

Current enforced regulations require vertical buoy rope to be used when harvesting lobster. This must be revised
entirely, in order for ropeless fishing to become legal in Massachusetts.

DMF must implement a pathway for permitting ropeless gear, as the draft regulations that consider using 1700 Ib.
breakable rope for fishing lines attached to trap pots would still pose a threat to right whale calves and juveniles.

Ropeless gear has been used all over the world by fishermen in Australia, United Kingdom, Ireland, Canada and on
the West Coast. During a data analysis of over 1,000 deployments of various models, ropeless fishing gear had a
98.4 percent success rate. While federal and state regulators have been studying ropeless gear to no avail for the past
twenty years, multiple companies have worked with fishermen to manufacture gear that can be used by fishermen to
fish today.

DMF must consider ropeless gear to save North Atlantic right whales. Ropeless gear is the technology of the future
and the only long-term solution to reduce entanglements while keeping fishermen on the water. Please implement
measures that incorporate ropeless gear pilot programs in order to save the right whale.

Thank you.

Melanie Lary
Watertown, MA 02472
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From: Sharinne Lercara

To: Fish, Marine (FWE)
Subject: Save the Right Whale
Date: Friday, December 18, 2020 5:27:59 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts mail system. Do
not click on links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

I am writing to express my concern about the proposed regulations created to reduce entanglement risks posed to
North Atlantic right whales.

The primary causes of death for right whales are vessel strikes and entanglements: no adult or juvenile right whale
has died of natural causes in the past 17 years. The East Coast has over one million vertical lines that right whales
must navigate through in order to feed, including in our state waters. These ropes pose a direct risk to our state
marine mammal, the North Atlantic right whale.

Over 85% of right whales have been entangled at least once, and more than half of the population has been
entangled at least twice. The population, which is estimated at 366, is rapidly declining and could be extinct within
our lifetime.

Current enforced regulations require vertical buoy rope to be used when harvesting lobster. This must be revised
entirely, in order for ropeless fishing to become legal in Massachusetts.

DMF must implement a pathway for permitting ropeless gear, as the draft regulations that consider using 1700 Ib.
breakable rope for fishing lines attached to trap pots would still pose a threat to right whale calves and juveniles.

Ropeless gear has been used all over the world by fishermen in Australia, United Kingdom, Ireland, Canada and on
the West Coast. During a data analysis of over 1,000 deployments of various models, ropeless fishing gear had a
98.4 percent success rate. While federal and state regulators have been studying ropeless gear to no avail for the past
twenty years, multiple companies have worked with fishermen to manufacture gear that can be used by fishermen to
fish today.

DMF must consider ropeless gear to save North Atlantic right whales. Ropeless gear is the technology of the future
and the only long-term solution to reduce entanglements while keeping fishermen on the water. Please implement
measures that incorporate ropeless gear pilot programs in order to save the right whale.

Thank you.

Sharinne Lercara
Flushing, NY 11355
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From: Jean Rosenberg

To: Fish, Marine (FWE)
Subject: Save the Right Whale
Date: Friday, December 18, 2020 5:27:59 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts mail system. Do
not click on links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

I am writing to express my concern about the proposed draft regulations created to reduce entanglement risks posed
to North Atlantic right whales.

Ropes pose a direct risk to our state marine mammal, the North Atlantic right whale. Ship strikes and entanglements
are the primary causes of death for right whales and no right whale has died of natural causes in the past 17 years.
The East Coast , including in our state waters has over one million miles of vertical lines that right whales must
navigate through in order to feed.

Over 85% of right whales have been entangled at least once, and more than half of the population has been
entangled twice or more. The population, which is estimated at 366, is rapidly declining. Right whales could be
extinct within our lifetime.

Current enforced regulations require vertical buoy rope to be used when harvesting lobster. In order for ropeless
fishing to become legal in Massachusetts this must be revised entirely.

DMF must implement a pathway for permitting ropeless gear, as the draft regulations that consider using 1700 Ib.
breakable rope for fishing lines attached to trap pots would still pose a threat to right whale calves and juveniles.

Ropeless gear has been used all over the world by fishermen in Australia, United Kingdom, Ireland, Canada and on
the West Coast. During a data analysis of over 1,000 deployments of various models, ropeless fishing gear had a
98.4 percent success rate. While federal and state regulators have been studying ropeless gear to no avail for the past
twenty years, multiple companies have worked with fishermen to manufacture gear that can be used by fishermen to
fish today.

DMF must consider ropeless gear to save North Atlantic right whales. Ropeless gear is the technology of the future
and the only long-term solution to reduce entanglements while keeping fishermen on the water.

Please implement measures that incorporate ropeless gear pilot programs in order to save the right whale.
Thank you.
Jean Rosenberg

Jean Rosenberg
Arlington, MA 02474
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From: Ms. Maria Celia Hernandez

To: Fish, Marine (FWE)
Subject: Save the Right Whale
Date: Friday, December 18, 2020 5:27:20 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts mail system. Do
not click on links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

To: The Massachusetts Division of Marine Fisheries

Sub: Massachusetts; Save the Right Whales

With sincere respects,

Lady and or Gentleman,

I am writing this message to you today, To express my concern about the proposed draft regulations created to
reduce entanglement risks posed to North Atlantic right whales.

Today more than in the past ,The primary causes of death for right whales are ship strikes and entanglements: No
right whale has died of natural causes in the past 17 years.

The East Coast has over one million miles of vertical lines that right whales must navigate through in order to feed,
including in our state waters. These ropes pose a direct risk to our state marine mammal, the North Atlantic right
whale.

Over 85% of right whales have been entangled at least once, and more than half of the population has been
entangled twice or more. The population, which is estimated at 366, is rapidly declining. Right whales could be
extinct within our lifetime.

Why should this be let happen?

As we have laws for the people to follow ; The samething should be created stronger for those who weather
passing the ocean in any place to trade, or other action should be accountable for leaving those parts they use for
fishing.

I believe also that everyone who uses the ocean in any form should go to a class to see and hear what they create
when they are not acting responsible in the ; weather work related fishing, or traveling around the ocean .No
matter how the go in to the ocean for fun or business .

Current enforced regulations require vertical buoy rope to be used when harvesting lobster. This must be revised
entirely, in order for ropeless fishing to become legal in Massachusetts.

DMF must implement a pathway for permitting ropeless gear, as the draft regulations that consider using 1700 lb.
breakable rope for fishing lines attached to trap pots would still pose a threat to right whale calves and juveniles and
other ocean species .In the ocean and or around the borders of the ocean.

Ropeless gear has been used all over the world by fishermen in Australia, United Kingdom, Ireland, Canada and on
the West Coast. During a data analysis of over 1,000 deployments of various models, ropeless fishing gear had a
98.4 percent success rate. While federal and state regulators have been studying ropeless gear to no avail for the past
twenty years, multiple companies have worked with fishermen to manufacture gear that can be used by fishermen to
fish today.

DMF must consider ropeless gear to save North Atlantic right whales.

Lady ,Gentleman; Ropeless gear is the technology of the future and the only long-term solution to reduce
entanglements while keeping fishermen on the water.
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Please do create implementing measures that incorporate ropeless gear pilot programs in order to save the right
whale.

These oceanic animals and others should be protected; For the sake of the new generations who should have the
chance to see them and also because those giant Whales no matter their specie they are the most important access
to clean the ocean water as each fish and other species do too.

Please remember we are the ones who should Protect all that was given to us freely from Nature. The greatest
Source of the universe for the sake and benefit of every specie on earth, earth and air.

Thank you for your time effort and responsibility to protect yours and our ocean and those special creature that
need our help to keep living and swimming in this water ocean world.

Which I call it ;

The Garden of special and unique creatures of the ocean.

From: Self Advocate for many Organizations an specially for the oceana.org, ocean conservancy.org, amsc.org.au
For the sake Of saving, The Oceanic Most Precious Creatures.

The earth depends of the ocean water, Humans depend of the the second source of food, and everyone should
protect the four most important element and sources; Air, Water, Lands, Forests, and the Ocean. They all support
and serve all species on earth.

Ms. Maria Celia Hernandez
Boston, MA 02128



From: siobhan robinson

To: Fish, Marine (FWE)
Subject: Save the Right Whale
Date: Friday, December 18, 2020 5:27:20 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts mail system. Do
not click on links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

PLEASE SAVE THESE BEAUTIFUL CREATURES!

siobhan robinson
Oakland, CA 94612
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From: Christine Lichtenfels

To: Fish, Marine (FWE)
Subject: Save the Right Whale
Date: Friday, December 18, 2020 5:27:18 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts mail system. Do
not click on links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

I am writing to express my concern about the proposed draft regulations created to reduce entanglement risks posed
to North Atlantic right whales.

Please don't disregard my concerns and comments because of my zip code. I grew up in RI, have relatives in MA,
have all sorts of formative memories made in MA from learning to ski on Mt.Tom, working at Camp Jabberwocky
on MV, racing on the Charles multiple times, running the Boston Marathon, whale watching on the Cape, etc, and
have recently visited MA, including the Cape. New England is forever a part of who I am and its ocean resources
are a big part of that.

The primary causes of death for right whales are ship strikes and entanglements: no right whale has died of natural
causes in the past 17 years. The East Coast has over one million miles of vertical lines that right whales must
navigate through in order to feed, including in our state waters. These ropes pose a direct risk to our state marine
mammal, the North Atlantic right whale.

Over 85% of right whales have been entangled at least once, and more than half of the population has been
entangled twice or more. The population, which is estimated at 366, is rapidly declining. Right whales could be
extinct within our lifetime.

Current enforced regulations require vertical buoy rope to be used when harvesting lobster. This must be revised
entirely, in order for ropeless fishing to become legal in Massachusetts.

DMF must implement a pathway for permitting ropeless gear, as the draft regulations that consider using 1700 1b.
breakable rope for fishing lines attached to trap pots would still pose a threat to right whale calves and juveniles.

Ropeless gear has been used all over the world by fishermen in Australia, United Kingdom, Ireland, Canada and on
the West Coast. During a data analysis of over 1,000 deployments of various models, ropeless fishing gear had a
98.4 percent success rate. While federal and state regulators have been studying ropeless gear to no avail for the past
twenty years, multiple companies have worked with fishermen to manufacture gear that can be used by fishermen to
fish today.

DMF must consider ropeless gear to save North Atlantic right whales. Ropeless gear is the technology of the future
and the only long-term solution to reduce entanglements while keeping fishermen on the water. Please implement
measures that incorporate ropeless gear pilot programs in order to save the right whale.

Thank you.

Christine Lichtenfels
Lander, WY 82520
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From: Nancy Thomas

To: Fish, Marine (FWE)
Subject: Save the Right Whale
Date: Friday, December 18, 2020 5:27:17 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts mail system. Do
not click on links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

It is urgent that we do everything in our power to save right whales from extinction! Once they ate gone future
generations will never know the majesty of these great mammals.

I have great concern about the proposed draft regulations created to reduce entanglement risks posed to North
Atlantic right whales.

The primary causes of death for right whales are ship strikes and entanglements: no right whale has died of natural
causes in the past 17 years. The East Coast has over one million vertical lines that right whales must navigate
through in order to feed, including in our state waters. These ropes pose a direct risk to our state marine mammal,
the North Atlantic right whale.

Over 85% of right whales have been entangled at least once, and more than half of the population has been
entangled twice or more. The population, which is estimated at 366, is rapidly declining. Right whales could be
extinct within our lifetime.

Current enforced regulations require vertical buoy rope to be used when harvesting lobster. This must be revised
entirely, in order for ropeless fishing to become legal in Massachusetts.

DMF must implement a pathway for permitting ropeless gear, as the draft regulations that consider using 1700 Ib.
breakable rope for fishing lines attached to trap pots would still pose a threat to right whale calves and juveniles.

Ropeless gear has been used all over the world by fishermen in Australia, United Kingdom, Ireland, Canada and on
the West Coast. During a data analysis of over 1,000 deployments of various models, ropeless fishing gear had a
98.4 percent success rate. While federal and state regulators have been studying ropeless gear to no avail for the past
twenty years, multiple companies have worked with fishermen to manufacture gear that can be used by fishermen to
fish today.

DMF must consider ropeless gear to save North Atlantic right whales. Ropeless gear is the technology of the future
and the only long-term solution to reduce entanglements while keeping fishermen on the water. Please implement
measures that incorporate ropeless gear pilot programs in order to save the right whale.

Thank you.

Nancy Thomas
Amesbury, MA 01913
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From: Christine Farrugia

To: Fish, Marine (FWE)
Subject: Save the Right Whale
Date: Friday, December 18, 2020 5:27:17 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts mail system. Do
not click on links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

I am writing to express my concern about the proposed regulations created to reduce entanglement risks posed to
North Atlantic right whales.

The primary causes of death for right whales are vessel strikes and entanglements: no adult or juvenile right whale
has died of natural causes in the past 17 years. The East Coast has over one million vertical lines that right whales
must navigate through in order to feed, including in our state waters. These ropes pose a direct risk to our state
marine mammal, the North Atlantic right whale.

Over 85% of right whales have been entangled at least once, and more than half of the population has been
entangled at least twice. The population, which is estimated at 366, is rapidly declining and could be extinct within
our lifetime.

Current enforced regulations require vertical buoy rope to be used when harvesting lobster. This must be revised
entirely, in order for ropeless fishing to become legal in Massachusetts.

DMF must implement a pathway for permitting ropeless gear, as the draft regulations that consider using 1700 Ib.
breakable rope for fishing lines attached to trap pots would still pose a threat to right whale calves and juveniles.

Ropeless gear has been used all over the world by fishermen in Australia, United Kingdom, Ireland, Canada and on
the West Coast. During a data analysis of over 1,000 deployments of various models, ropeless fishing gear had a
98.4 percent success rate. While federal and state regulators have been studying ropeless gear to no avail for the past
twenty years, multiple companies have worked with fishermen to manufacture gear that can be used by fishermen to
fish today.

DMF must consider ropeless gear to save North Atlantic right whales. Ropeless gear is the technology of the future
and the only long-term solution to reduce entanglements while keeping fishermen on the water. Please implement
measures that incorporate ropeless gear pilot programs in order to save the right whale.

Thank you.

Christine Farrugia
Kissimmee, FL 34759
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From: Joel Cohen

To: Fish, Marine (FWE)
Subject: Save the Right Whale
Date: Friday, December 18, 2020 5:27:16 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts mail system. Do
not click on links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

I am writing to let you know I can no longer stomach watching whale after whale show up entangled in fishing gear.
I have given up eating all seafood as I do not want to contribute to these deaths. I understand ship strikes are also a
major contributing factor however that seems like it is being mitigated by shipping lanes which will obviously need
to be monitored and altered as the climate changes. However after seeing the population plummet to 356 individuals
and after seeing the heat wrenching images of entangled whales or even sea turtles, I can no longer eat any seafood
until changes are made to make it safe for all marine animals.

I am writing to express my concern about the proposed draft regulations created to reduce entanglement risks posed
to North Atlantic right whales.

The primary causes of death for right whales are ship strikes and entanglements: no right whale has died of natural
causes in the past 17 years. The East Coast has over one million miles of vertical lines that right whales must
navigate through in order to feed, including in our state waters. These ropes pose a direct risk to our state marine
mammal, the North Atlantic right whale.

Over 85% of right whales have been entangled at least once, and more than half of the population has been
entangled twice or more. The population, which is estimated at 366, is rapidly declining. Right whales could be
extinct within our lifetime.

Current enforced regulations require vertical buoy rope to be used when harvesting lobster. This must be revised
entirely, in order for ropeless fishing to become legal in Massachusetts.

DMF must implement a pathway for permitting ropeless gear, as the draft regulations that consider using 1700 1b.
breakable rope for fishing lines attached to trap pots would still pose a threat to right whale calves and juveniles.

Ropeless gear has been used all over the world by fishermen in Australia, United Kingdom, Ireland, Canada and on
the West Coast. During a data analysis of over 1,000 deployments of various models, ropeless fishing gear had a
98.4 percent success rate. While federal and state regulators have been studying ropeless gear to no avail for the past
twenty years, multiple companies have worked with fishermen to manufacture gear that can be used by fishermen to
fish today.

DMF must consider ropeless gear to save North Atlantic right whales. Ropeless gear is the technology of the future
and the only long-term solution to reduce entanglements while keeping fishermen on the water. Please implement
measures that incorporate ropeless gear pilot programs in order to save the right whale.

Thank you.

Joel Cohen
Indialantic, FL 32903
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From: Michael Brandes

To: Fish, Marine (FWE)
Subject: Save the Right Whale
Date: Friday, December 18, 2020 5:27:16 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts mail system. Do
not click on links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

I am writing to express my concern about the proposed regulations created to reduce entanglement risks posed to
North Atlantic right whales.

The primary causes of death for right whales are vessel strikes and entanglements: no adult or juvenile right whale
has died of natural causes in the past 17 years. The East Coast has over one million vertical lines that right whales
must navigate through in order to feed, including in our state waters. These ropes pose a direct risk to our state
marine mammal, the North Atlantic right whale.

Over 85% of right whales have been entangled at least once, and more than half of the population has been
entangled at least twice. The population, which is estimated at 366, is rapidly declining and could be extinct within
our lifetime.

Current enforced regulations require vertical buoy rope to be used when harvesting lobster. This must be revised
entirely, in order for ropeless fishing to become legal in Massachusetts.

DMF must implement a pathway for permitting ropeless gear, as the draft regulations that consider using 1700 Ib.
breakable rope for fishing lines attached to trap pots would still pose a threat to right whale calves and juveniles.

Ropeless gear has been used all over the world by fishermen in Australia, United Kingdom, Ireland, Canada and on
the West Coast. During a data analysis of over 1,000 deployments of various models, ropeless fishing gear had a
98.4 percent success rate. While federal and state regulators have been studying ropeless gear to no avail for the past
twenty years, multiple companies have worked with fishermen to manufacture gear that can be used by fishermen to
fish today.

DMF must consider ropeless gear to save North Atlantic right whales. Ropeless gear is the technology of the future
and the only long-term solution to reduce entanglements while keeping fishermen on the water. Please implement
measures that incorporate ropeless gear pilot programs in order to save the right whale.

Thank you.

Michael Brandes
Merrick, NY 11566
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From: Joseph Collins

To: Fish, Marine (FWE)
Subject: Save the Right Whale
Date: Friday, December 18, 2020 5:27:16 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts mail system. Do
not click on links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

I am writing to express my concern about the proposed draft regulations created to reduce entanglement risks posed
to North Atlantic right whales.

The primary causes of death for right whales are ship strikes and entanglements: no right whale has died of natural
causes in the past 17 years. The East Coast has over one million miles of vertical lines that right whales must
navigate through in order to feed, including in our state waters. These ropes pose a direct risk to our state marine
mammal, the North Atlantic right whale.

Over 85% of right whales have been entangled at least once, and more than half of the population has been
entangled twice or more. The population, which is estimated at 366, is rapidly declining. Right whales could be
extinct within our lifetime.

Current enforced regulations require vertical buoy rope to be used when harvesting lobster. This must be revised
entirely, in order for ropeless fishing to become legal in Massachusetts.

DMF must implement a pathway for permitting ropeless gear, as the draft regulations that consider using 1700 Ib.
breakable rope for fishing lines attached to trap pots would still pose a threat to right whale calves and juveniles.

Ropeless gear has been used all over the world by fishermen in Australia, United Kingdom, Ireland, Canada and on
the West Coast. During a data analysis of over 1,000 deployments of various models, ropeless fishing gear had a
98.4 percent success rate. While federal and state regulators have been studying ropeless gear to no avail for the past
twenty years, multiple companies have worked with fishermen to manufacture gear that can be used by fishermen to
fish today.

DMF must consider ropeless gear to save North Atlantic right whales. Ropeless gear is the technology of the future
and the only long-term solution to reduce entanglements while keeping fishermen on the water. Please implement
measures that incorporate ropeless gear pilot programs in order to save the right whale.

As a longtime resident here on Horseneck Beach (since 1956) I have gone on whale watches several times. You
must include ropeless gear pilot programs in these regulations so we won't lose these whales.

Thank you.

Joseph Collins
Westport Point, MA 02791
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From: Margaret Patti

To: Fish, Marine (FWE)
Subject: Save the Right Whale
Date: Friday, December 18, 2020 5:27:16 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts mail system. Do
not click on links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

I am writing to express my concern about the proposed draft regulations created to reduce entanglement risks posed
to North Atlantic right whales.

The primary causes of death for right whales are ship strikes and entanglements: no right whale has died of natural
causes in the past 17 years. The East Coast has over one million miles of vertical lines that right whales must
navigate through in order to feed, including in our state waters. These ropes pose a direct risk to our state marine
mammal, the North Atlantic right whale.

Over 85% of right whales have been entangled at least once, and more than half of the population has been
entangled twice or more. The population, which is estimated at 366, is rapidly declining. Right whales could be
extinct within our lifetime.

Current enforced regulations require vertical buoy rope to be used when harvesting lobster. This must be revised
entirely, in order for ropeless fishing to become legal in Massachusetts.

DMF must implement a pathway for permitting ropeless gear, as the draft regulations that consider using 1700 Ib.
breakable rope for fishing lines attached to trap pots would still pose a threat to right whale calves and juveniles.

Ropeless gear has been used all over the world by fishermen in Australia, United Kingdom, Ireland, Canada and on
the West Coast. During a data analysis of over 1,000 deployments of various models, ropeless fishing gear had a
98.4 percent success rate. While federal and state regulators have been studying ropeless gear to no avail for the past
twenty years, multiple companies have worked with fishermen to manufacture gear that can be used by fishermen to
fish today.

DMF must consider ropeless gear to save North Atlantic right whales. Ropeless gear is the technology of the future
and the only long-term solution to reduce entanglements while keeping fishermen on the water. Please implement

measures that incorporate ropeless gear pilot programs in order to save the right whale.

This should be a no brainer as Right Whales deserve better. Need to put sanctions on the fishing industry to stop
entanglements.....!!!!! Need ropeless gear NOW.

Thank you.

Margaret Patti
Burlington, MA 01803
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From: Jeffrey Bains

To: Fish, Marine (FWE)
Subject: Save the Right Whale
Date: Friday, December 18, 2020 5:27:16 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts mail system. Do
not click on links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

I am writing to express my concern about the proposed regulations created to reduce entanglement risks posed to
North Atlantic right whales.

The primary causes of death for right whales are vessel strikes and entanglements: no adult or juvenile right whale
has died of natural causes in the past 17 years. The East Coast has over one million vertical lines that right whales
must navigate through in order to feed, including in our state waters. These ropes pose a direct risk to our state
marine mammal, the North Atlantic right whale.

Over 85% of right whales have been entangled at least once, and more than half of the population has been
entangled at least twice. The population, which is estimated at 366, is rapidly declining and could be extinct within
our lifetime.

Current enforced regulations require vertical buoy rope to be used when harvesting lobster. This must be revised
entirely, in order for ropeless fishing to become legal in Massachusetts.

DMF must implement a pathway for permitting ropeless gear, as the draft regulations that consider using 1700 Ib.
breakable rope for fishing lines attached to trap pots would still pose a threat to right whale calves and juveniles.

Ropeless gear has been used all over the world by fishermen in Australia, United Kingdom, Ireland, Canada and on
the West Coast. During a data analysis of over 1,000 deployments of various models, ropeless fishing gear had a
98.4 percent success rate. While federal and state regulators have been studying ropeless gear to no avail for the past
twenty years, multiple companies have worked with fishermen to manufacture gear that can be used by fishermen to
fish today.

DMF must consider ropeless gear to save North Atlantic right whales. Ropeless gear is the technology of the future
and the only long-term solution to reduce entanglements while keeping fishermen on the water. Please implement
measures that incorporate ropeless gear pilot programs in order to save the right whale.

Thank you.

Jeffrey Bains
The Villages, FL 32159
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From: Sara Crawford

To: Fish, Marine (FWE)
Subject: Save the Right Whale
Date: Friday, December 18, 2020 5:27:15 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts mail system. Do
not click on links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

I am writing to express my concern about the proposed draft regulations created to reduce entanglement risks posed
to North Atlantic right whales. The DMF draft must consider ropeless gear to save North Atlantic right whales.
Ropeless gear is the technology of the future and the only long-term solution to reduce entanglements while keeping
fishermen on the water. Please implement measures that incorporate ropeless gear pilot programs in order to save
the right whale.

I join with the Pew Charitable Trusts and the growing number of scientists, engineers, fishermen, and fishery
managers in supporting the development of ropeless fishing systems, which represent a promising solution for the
pressing problem affecting the North Atlantic right whale: entanglement in fishing gear. With collaboration and
commitment from fishermen and decision-makers, these endangered whales and fishing cultures in the U.S. and
Canada, can thrive far into the future.Current enforced regulations require vertical buoy rope to be used when
harvesting lobster. This must be revised entirely, in order for ropeless fishing to become legal in Massachusetts.

Ropeless gear has been used all over the world by fishermen in Australia, United Kingdom, Ireland, Canada and on
the West Coast. During a data analysis of over 1,000 deployments of various models, ropeless fishing gear had a

98.4 percent success rate.

Draft regulations that consider using 1700 1b. breakable rope for fishing lines attached to trap pots would still pose a
threat to right whale calves and juveniles. There are only 366 of these precious animals left!

Thank you,

Sara Crawford
Millbury, MA 01527
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From: Ulysses Lateiner

To: Fish, Marine (FWE)
Subject: Save the Right Whale
Date: Friday, December 18, 2020 5:27:13 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts mail system. Do
not click on links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

I would like to express my concern about the proposed draft regulations created to reduce entanglement risks for
North Atlantic Right Whales.

The primary causes of death for right whales are ship strikes and entanglements: no right whale has died of natural
causes in the past 17 years. The East Coast has over one million miles of vertical lines that right whales must
navigate through in order to feed, including in our state waters. These ropes pose a direct risk to our state marine
mammal, the North Atlantic right whale.

Over 85% of right whales have been entangled at least once, and more than half of the population has been
entangled twice or more. The population, which is estimated at 366, is rapidly declining. Right whales could be
extinct within our lifetime.

Current enforced regulations require vertical buoy rope to be used when harvesting lobster. This must be revised
entirely, in order for ropeless fishing to become legal in Massachusetts.

DMF must implement a pathway for permitting ropeless gear, as the draft regulations that consider using 1700 Ib.
breakable rope for fishing lines attached to trap pots would still pose a threat to right whale calves and juveniles.

Ropeless gear has been used all over the world by fishermen in Australia, United Kingdom, Ireland, Canada and on
the West Coast. During a data analysis of over 1,000 deployments of various models, ropeless fishing gear had a
98.4 percent success rate. While federal and state regulators have been studying ropeless gear to no avail for the past
twenty years, multiple companies have worked with fishermen to manufacture gear that can be used by fishermen to
fish today.

DMF must consider ropeless gear to save North Atlantic right whales. Ropeless gear is the technology of the future
and the only long-term solution to reduce entanglements while keeping fishermen on the water. As matters stand,
this unique and majestic species is on the path to imminent extinction. DMF must either commit to implementing
ropeless gear pilot programs in order to save the right whale, or declare plainly that it has no plan to save this iconic
species-- our own state's marine mammal, no less-- from extinction.

Thank you for considering my comment.

Ulysses Lateiner
, 02144-1911
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From: Harriet Cohen

To: Fish, Marine (FWE)
Subject: Save the Right Whale
Date: Friday, December 18, 2020 5:27:13 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts mail system. Do
not click on links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

This message is in regard to the proposed regulations that address reduce entanglement risks to right whales.

A primary cause of death of the right whales is rope entanglements. Across the east coast, there are over 1M miles
of vertical lines threatening the right whales. These rope lines are a serious risk to the right whale population. These
ropes pose a direct risk to our state marine mammal, the North Atlantic right whale.

Breakable rope is a good start, but those lines still pose a threat to the right whale calves. Please implement
regulations requiring ropeless fishing gear. It is available and widely used around the world. It is the only long term
solution to saving the right whales.

We don't want to lose these magnificent animals.

Thank you.
Harriet Cohen

Harriet Cohen
Lexington, MA 02421
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From: Leda Zimmerman

To: Fish, Marine (FWE)
Subject: Save the Right Whale
Date: Friday, December 18, 2020 5:27:13 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts mail system. Do
not click on links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

I am greatly concerned by the plight of the North American right whale, whose numbers continue to plummet. After
attending NOAA meetings describing entanglement and boat strike issues, and hearing promises from fishery
regulators, I believe that the most urgent actions and most stringent regulations are necessary to prevent the
extinction of this species.

As you know, no right whale has died of natural causes in the past 17 years. The East Coast has over one million
miles of vertical lines that right whales must navigate through in order to feed, including in our state waters. These
ropes pose a direct risk to our state marine mammal, the North Atlantic right whale.

Over 85% of right whales have been entangled at least once, and more than half of the population has been
entangled twice or more. The population, which is estimated at 366, is rapidly declining. Right whales could be
extinct within our lifetime.

Current enforced regulations require vertical buoy rope to be used when harvesting lobster. This must be revised
entirely, in order for ropeless fishing to become legal in Massachusetts.

DMF must implement a pathway for permitting ropeless gear, as the draft regulations that consider using 1700 Ib.
breakable rope for fishing lines attached to trap pots would still pose a threat to right whale calves and juveniles.

Ropeless gear has been used all over the world by fishermen in Australia, United Kingdom, Ireland, Canada and on
the West Coast. During a data analysis of over 1,000 deployments of various models, ropeless fishing gear had a
98.4 percent success rate. While federal and state regulators have been studying ropeless gear to no avail for the past
twenty years, multiple companies have worked with fishermen to manufacture gear that can be used by fishermen to
fish today.

DMF must consider ropeless gear to save North Atlantic right whales. Ropeless gear is the technology of the future
and the only long-term solution to reduce entanglements while keeping fishermen on the water. Please implement
measures that incorporate ropeless gear pilot programs in order to save the right whale.

Thank you.

Leda Zimmerman
Lexington, MA 02420
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From: Paul Grohne

To: Fish, Marine (FWE)
Subject: Save the Right Whale
Date: Friday, December 18, 2020 5:27:12 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts mail system. Do
not click on links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

I'm writing because I care about right whales, whose population has been decimated and continues to alarmingly
decline: their entire population is only a dwindling estimated 366 individuals.

One problem is the use of fishing gear that causes the whales to be entangled and trapped. The current draft
regulations considering the use of 1700-1b breakable rope is still a threat to right whale calves and juveniles.
Consider passing regulations that require ROPELESS GEAR which can be a win-win solution: the whales don't die
needlessly and fishers can be kept on the water: ropeless gear is used all over the world in Canada, Ireland, the West
Coast, United Kingdom and Australia, why not use it here to save the right whale, our state mammal, from
extinction.

Please, please, please, implement ropeless gear. Time's running out for the right whale. This is your chance to
make the world a better place. Thank you.

Paul Grohne
Dorchester, MA 02125
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From: Phillip Glenn

To: Fish, Marine (FWE)
Subject: Save the Right Whale
Date: Friday, December 18, 2020 5:27:12 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts mail system. Do
not click on links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

Hello. I urge you to strengthen the regulations to protect right whales. That includes moving quickly toward ropeless
fishing gear. This is a crisis in the water, and you have the opportunity to do something about it.

Over 85% of right whales have been entangled at least once, and more than half of the population has been
entangled twice or more. The population, which is estimated at 366, is rapidly declining. Right whales could be
extinct within our lifetime.

Current enforced regulations require vertical buoy rope to be used when harvesting lobster. This must be revised
entirely, in order for ropeless fishing to become legal in Massachusetts.

DMF must implement a pathway for permitting ropeless gear, as the draft regulations that consider using 1700 Ib.
breakable rope for fishing lines attached to trap pots would still pose a threat to right whale calves and juveniles.

Ropeless gear has been used all over the world by fishermen in Australia, United Kingdom, Ireland, Canada and on
the West Coast. During a data analysis of over 1,000 deployments of various models, ropeless fishing gear had a
98.4 percent success rate. While federal and state regulators have been studying ropeless gear to no avail for the past
twenty years, multiple companies have worked with fishermen to manufacture gear that can be used by fishermen to
fish today.

DMF must consider ropeless gear to save North Atlantic right whales. Ropeless gear is the technology of the future

and the only long-term solution to reduce entanglements while keeping fishermen on the water. Please implement
measures that incorporate ropeless gear pilot programs in order to save the right whale.

Thank you.

Phillip Glenn
Natick, MA 01760
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From: Margaret Rice Moir

To: Fish, Marine (FWE)
Subject: Save the Right Whale
Date: Friday, December 18, 2020 5:27:12 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts mail system. Do
not click on links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

I am writing to express my concern about the proposed draft regulations created to reduce entanglement risks posed
to North Atlantic right whales.

They simply do NOT go far enough. These giant beauties remind us about the miracle of creation as well as the
natural wonders that remain in a fast changing world. We rely on these animals for the meaning of Life. They rely
on us to Live.

The primary causes of death for right whales are ship strikes and entanglements: no right whale has died of natural
causes in the past 17 years. The East Coast has over one million vertical lines that right whales must navigate
through in order to feed, including in our state waters. These ropes pose a direct risk to our state marine mammal,
the North Atlantic right whale.

Current enforced regulations require vertical buoy rope to be used when harvesting lobster. This must be revised
entirely, in order for ropeless fishing to become legal in Massachusetts.

DMF must implement a pathway for permitting ropeless gear, as the draft regulations that consider using 1700 Ib.
breakable rope for fishing lines attached to trap pots would still pose a threat to right whale calves and juveniles.

DMF must consider ropeless gear to save North Atlantic right whales. Ropeless gear is the technology of the future
and the only long-term solution to reduce entanglements while keeping fishermen on the water. Please implement
measures that incorporate ropeless gear pilot programs in order to save the right whale.

THIS IS POSSIBLE. .

Thank you.

Margaret Rice Moir
Brewster, MA 02631
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From: Quinn 0"Connor

To: Fish, Marine (FWE)
Subject: Save the Right Whale
Date: Friday, December 18, 2020 5:27:11 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts mail system. Do
not click on links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

North Atlantic right whales cannot afford anymore inaction or insufficient regulations. Without ropeless gear
technology, right whales will continue to get entangled and the lobster industry will suffer from fishery closures.
Ropeless technology is being developed and utilized across the world successfully. So how, and why, would the
DMEF fail to include its use in draft regulations? There are only 366 right whales left. 366. If at this moment, we fail
to take bold and necessary action in regulating fishing lines, our next generation will only see a right whale in a
museum or textbook. If the DMF does not include ropeless technology in new draft regulations, then we will all be
complicit in the decimation of a majestic species.

Quinn O'Connor
Arlington, VA 22204
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From: Christine Farrugia

To: Fish, Marine (FWE)
Subject: Save the Right Whale
Date: Friday, December 18, 2020 5:24:40 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts mail system. Do
not click on links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

I am writing to express my concern about the proposed regulations created to reduce entanglement risks posed to
North Atlantic right whales.

The primary causes of death for right whales are vessel strikes and entanglements: no adult or juvenile right whale
has died of natural causes in the past 17 years. The East Coast has over one million vertical lines that right whales
must navigate through in order to feed, including in our state waters. These ropes pose a direct risk to our state
marine mammal, the North Atlantic right whale.

Over 85% of right whales have been entangled at least once, and more than half of the population has been
entangled at least twice. The population, which is estimated at 366, is rapidly declining and could be extinct within
our lifetime.

Current enforced regulations require vertical buoy rope to be used when harvesting lobster. This must be revised
entirely, in order for ropeless fishing to become legal in Massachusetts.

DMF must implement a pathway for permitting ropeless gear, as the draft regulations that consider using 1700 Ib.
breakable rope for fishing lines attached to trap pots would still pose a threat to right whale calves and juveniles.

Ropeless gear has been used all over the world by fishermen in Australia, United Kingdom, Ireland, Canada and on
the West Coast. During a data analysis of over 1,000 deployments of various models, ropeless fishing gear had a
98.4 percent success rate. While federal and state regulators have been studying ropeless gear to no avail for the past
twenty years, multiple companies have worked with fishermen to manufacture gear that can be used by fishermen to
fish today.

DMF must consider ropeless gear to save North Atlantic right whales. Ropeless gear is the technology of the future
and the only long-term solution to reduce entanglements while keeping fishermen on the water. Please implement
measures that incorporate ropeless gear pilot programs in order to save the right whale.

Thank you.

Christine Farrugia
Kissimmee, FL 34759
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From: Allister Layne

To: Fish, Marine (FWE)
Subject: Save the Right Whale
Date: Friday, December 18, 2020 5:24:40 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts mail system. Do
not click on links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

I am writing to express my concern about the proposed regulations created to reduce entanglement risks posed to
North Atlantic right whales.

The primary causes of death for right whales are vessel strikes and entanglements: no adult or juvenile right whale
has died of natural causes in the past 17 years. The East Coast has over one million vertical lines that right whales
must navigate through in order to feed, including in our state waters. These ropes pose a direct risk to our state
marine mammal, the North Atlantic right whale.

Over 85% of right whales have been entangled at least once, and more than half of the population has been
entangled at least twice. The population, which is estimated at 366, is rapidly declining and could be extinct within
our lifetime.

Current enforced regulations require vertical buoy rope to be used when harvesting lobster. This must be revised
entirely, in order for ropeless fishing to become legal in Massachusetts.

DMF must implement a pathway for permitting ropeless gear, as the draft regulations that consider using 1700 Ib.
breakable rope for fishing lines attached to trap pots would still pose a threat to right whale calves and juveniles.

Ropeless gear has been used all over the world by fishermen in Australia, United Kingdom, Ireland, Canada and on
the West Coast. During a data analysis of over 1,000 deployments of various models, ropeless fishing gear had a
98.4 percent success rate. While federal and state regulators have been studying ropeless gear to no avail for the past
twenty years, multiple companies have worked with fishermen to manufacture gear that can be used by fishermen to
fish today.

DMF must consider ropeless gear to save North Atlantic right whales. Ropeless gear is the technology of the future
and the only long-term solution to reduce entanglements while keeping fishermen on the water. Please implement
measures that incorporate ropeless gear pilot programs in order to save the right whale.

Thank you.

Allister Layne
Conyers, GA 30094
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From: Eugene Brusin

To: Fish, Marine (FWE)
Subject: Save the Right Whale
Date: Friday, December 18, 2020 5:24:39 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts mail system. Do
not click on links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

I am writing to express my concern about the proposed regulations created to reduce entanglement risks posed to
North Atlantic right whales.

The primary causes of death for right whales are vessel strikes and entanglements: no adult or juvenile right whale
has died of natural causes in the past 17 years. The East Coast has over one million vertical lines that right whales
must navigate through in order to feed, including in our state waters. These ropes pose a direct risk to our state
marine mammal, the North Atlantic right whale.

Over 85% of right whales have been entangled at least once, and more than half of the population has been
entangled at least twice. The population, which is estimated at 366, is rapidly declining and could be extinct within
our lifetime.

Current enforced regulations require vertical buoy rope to be used when harvesting lobster. This must be revised
entirely, in order for ropeless fishing to become legal in Massachusetts.

DMF must implement a pathway for permitting ropeless gear, as the draft regulations that consider using 1700 Ib.
breakable rope for fishing lines attached to trap pots would still pose a threat to right whale calves and juveniles.

Ropeless gear has been used all over the world by fishermen in Australia, United Kingdom, Ireland, Canada and on
the West Coast. During a data analysis of over 1,000 deployments of various models, ropeless fishing gear had a
98.4 percent success rate. While federal and state regulators have been studying ropeless gear to no avail for the past
twenty years, multiple companies have worked with fishermen to manufacture gear that can be used by fishermen to
fish today.

DMF must consider ropeless gear to save North Atlantic right whales. Ropeless gear is the technology of the future
and the only long-term solution to reduce entanglements while keeping fishermen on the water. Please implement
measures that incorporate ropeless gear pilot programs in order to save the right whale.

Thank you.

Eugene Brusin
Quincy, MA 02169


mailto:info@ropelessforrightwhales.com
mailto:marine.fish@mass.gov

From: gabrielle Granofsky

To: Fish, Marine (FWE)
Subject: Save the Right Whale
Date: Friday, December 18, 2020 5:20:38 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts mail system. Do
not click on links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

I am writing to express my concern about the proposed regulations created to reduce entanglement risks posed to
North Atlantic right whales.

The primary causes of death for right whales are vessel strikes and entanglements: no adult or juvenile right whale
has died of natural causes in the past 17 years. The East Coast has over one million vertical lines that right whales
must navigate through in order to feed, including in our state waters. These ropes pose a direct risk to our state
marine mammal, the North Atlantic right whale.

Over 85% of right whales have been entangled at least once, and more than half of the population has been
entangled at least twice. The population, which is estimated at 366, is rapidly declining and could be extinct within
our lifetime.

Current enforced regulations require vertical buoy rope to be used when harvesting lobster. This must be revised
entirely, in order for ropeless fishing to become legal in Massachusetts.

DMF must implement a pathway for permitting ropeless gear, as the draft regulations that consider using 1700 Ib.
breakable rope for fishing lines attached to trap pots would still pose a threat to right whale calves and juveniles.

Ropeless gear has been used all over the world by fishermen in Australia, United Kingdom, Ireland, Canada and on
the West Coast. During a data analysis of over 1,000 deployments of various models, ropeless fishing gear had a
98.4 percent success rate. While federal and state regulators have been studying ropeless gear to no avail for the past
twenty years, multiple companies have worked with fishermen to manufacture gear that can be used by fishermen to
fish today.

DMF must consider ropeless gear to save North Atlantic right whales. Ropeless gear is the technology of the future
and the only long-term solution to reduce entanglements while keeping fishermen on the water. Please implement
measures that incorporate ropeless gear pilot programs in order to save the right whale.

Thank you.

gabrielle Granofsky
Brooksville, FL 34602
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From: Penny Gregorio

To: Fish, Marine (FWE)
Subject: Save the Right Whale
Date: Friday, December 18, 2020 5:20:32 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts mail system. Do
not click on links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

I am writing to express my concern about the proposed regulations created to reduce entanglement risks posed to
North Atlantic right whales.

The primary causes of death for right whales are vessel strikes and entanglements: no adult or juvenile right whale
has died of natural causes in the past 17 years. The East Coast has over one million vertical lines that right whales
must navigate through in order to feed, including in our state waters. These ropes pose a direct risk to our state
marine mammal, the North Atlantic right whale.

Over 85% of right whales have been entangled at least once, and more than half of the population has been
entangled at least twice. The population, which is estimated at 366, is rapidly declining and could be extinct within
our lifetime.

Current enforced regulations require vertical buoy rope to be used when harvesting lobster. This must be revised
entirely, in order for ropeless fishing to become legal in Massachusetts.

DMF must implement a pathway for permitting ropeless gear, as the draft regulations that consider using 1700 Ib.
breakable rope for fishing lines attached to trap pots would still pose a threat to right whale calves and juveniles.

Ropeless gear has been used all over the world by fishermen in Australia, United Kingdom, Ireland, Canada and on
the West Coast. During a data analysis of over 1,000 deployments of various models, ropeless fishing gear had a
98.4 percent success rate. While federal and state regulators have been studying ropeless gear to no avail for the past
twenty years, multiple companies have worked with fishermen to manufacture gear that can be used by fishermen to
fish today.

DMF must consider ropeless gear to save North Atlantic right whales. Ropeless gear is the technology of the future
and the only long-term solution to reduce entanglements while keeping fishermen on the water. Please implement
measures that incorporate ropeless gear pilot programs in order to save the right whale.

Thank you.

Penny Gregorio
Albany, GA 31721
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From: chris burson

To: Fish, Marine (FWE)
Subject: Save the Right Whale
Date: Friday, December 18, 2020 5:20:21 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts mail system. Do
not click on links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

I am writing to express my concern about the proposed regulations created to reduce entanglement risks posed to
North Atlantic right whales.

The primary causes of death for right whales are vessel strikes and entanglements: no adult or juvenile right whale
has died of natural causes in the past 17 years. The East Coast has over one million vertical lines that right whales
must navigate through in order to feed, including in our state waters. These ropes pose a direct risk to our state
marine mammal, the North Atlantic right whale.

Over 85% of right whales have been entangled at least once, and more than half of the population has been
entangled at least twice. The population, which is estimated at 366, is rapidly declining and could be extinct within
our lifetime.

Current enforced regulations require vertical buoy rope to be used when harvesting lobster. This must be revised
entirely, in order for ropeless fishing to become legal in Massachusetts.

DMF must implement a pathway for permitting ropeless gear, as the draft regulations that consider using 1700 Ib.
breakable rope for fishing lines attached to trap pots would still pose a threat to right whale calves and juveniles.

Ropeless gear has been used all over the world by fishermen in Australia, United Kingdom, Ireland, Canada and on
the West Coast. During a data analysis of over 1,000 deployments of various models, ropeless fishing gear had a
98.4 percent success rate. While federal and state regulators have been studying ropeless gear to no avail for the past
twenty years, multiple companies have worked with fishermen to manufacture gear that can be used by fishermen to
fish today.

DMF must consider ropeless gear to save North Atlantic right whales. Ropeless gear is the technology of the future
and the only long-term solution to reduce entanglements while keeping fishermen on the water. Please implement
measures that incorporate ropeless gear pilot programs in order to save the right whale.

Thank you.

chris burson
Fort Lauderdale, FL 33312
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From: Alvera Pritchard

To: Fish, Marine (FWE)
Subject: Save the Right Whale
Date: Friday, December 18, 2020 5:20:13 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts mail system. Do
not click on links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

I am writing to express my concern about the proposed regulations created to reduce entanglement risks posed to
North Atlantic right whales.

The primary causes of death for right whales are vessel strikes and entanglements: no adult or juvenile right whale
has died of natural causes in the past 17 years. The East Coast has over one million vertical lines that right whales
must navigate through in order to feed, including in our state waters. These ropes pose a direct risk to our state
marine mammal, the North Atlantic right whale.

Over 85% of right whales have been entangled at least once, and more than half of the population has been
entangled at least twice. The population, which is estimated at 366, is rapidly declining and could be extinct within
our lifetime.

Current enforced regulations require vertical buoy rope to be used when harvesting lobster. This must be revised
entirely, in order for ropeless fishing to become legal in Massachusetts.

DMF must implement a pathway for permitting ropeless gear, as the draft regulations that consider using 1700 Ib.
breakable rope for fishing lines attached to trap pots would still pose a threat to right whale calves and juveniles.

Ropeless gear has been used all over the world by fishermen in Australia, United Kingdom, Ireland, Canada and on
the West Coast. During a data analysis of over 1,000 deployments of various models, ropeless fishing gear had a
98.4 percent success rate. While federal and state regulators have been studying ropeless gear to no avail for the past
twenty years, multiple companies have worked with fishermen to manufacture gear that can be used by fishermen to
fish today.

DMF must consider ropeless gear to save North Atlantic right whales. Ropeless gear is the technology of the future
and the only long-term solution to reduce entanglements while keeping fishermen on the water. Please implement
measures that incorporate ropeless gear pilot programs in order to save the right whale.

Thank you.

Alvera Pritchard
Miami Beach, FL 33139
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From: Priscilla Tenzar

To: Fish, Marine (FWE)
Subject: Save the Right Whale
Date: Friday, December 18, 2020 5:20:11 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts mail system. Do
not click on links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

I am writing to express my concern about the proposed regulations created to reduce entanglement risks posed to
North Atlantic right whales.

The primary causes of death for right whales are vessel strikes and entanglements: no adult or juvenile right whale
has died of natural causes in the past 17 years. The East Coast has over one million vertical lines that right whales
must navigate through in order to feed, including in our state waters. These ropes pose a direct risk to our state
marine mammal, the North Atlantic right whale.

Over 85% of right whales have been entangled at least once, and more than half of the population has been
entangled at least twice. The population, which is estimated at 366, is rapidly declining and could be extinct within
our lifetime.

Current enforced regulations require vertical buoy rope to be used when harvesting lobster. This must be revised
entirely, in order for ropeless fishing to become legal in Massachusetts.

DMF must implement a pathway for permitting ropeless gear, as the draft regulations that consider using 1700 Ib.
breakable rope for fishing lines attached to trap pots would still pose a threat to right whale calves and juveniles.

Ropeless gear has been used all over the world by fishermen in Australia, United Kingdom, Ireland, Canada and on
the West Coast. During a data analysis of over 1,000 deployments of various models, ropeless fishing gear had a
98.4 percent success rate. While federal and state regulators have been studying ropeless gear to no avail for the past
twenty years, multiple companies have worked with fishermen to manufacture gear that can be used by fishermen to
fish today.

DMF must consider ropeless gear to save North Atlantic right whales. Ropeless gear is the technology of the future
and the only long-term solution to reduce entanglements while keeping fishermen on the water. Please implement
measures that incorporate ropeless gear pilot programs in order to save the right whale.

Thank you.

Priscilla Tenzar
Boylston, MA 01505
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From: Marco Flagg

To: Fish, Marine (FWE)
Subject: Save the Right Whale
Date: Friday, December 18, 2020 5:20:01 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts mail system. Do not click on links or open attachments unless you recognize the
sender and know the content is safe.

During the virtual hearing on 12/8/2020, DMF staff commented that 'ropeless fishing' was not on the agenda because issues such as gear conflict avoidance yet had to be resolved.
And a fisher commented that gear density in MA is much higher than in NSW Australia, where ropeless fishing both with GTR and acoustic triggers is routinely practiced.

In fact, high-density gear management will not at first be needed even in MA (or ME) because only few fishers are likely to transition to this technology at first. And
experimentation by individual fishers in their commercial fishing practice is critical to adapt the technology to local conditions and widespread use. Adequate tools, including for
virtual (GPS) gear marking do exist to support early adopters and support safe operation.

1 wish to point out here that the South African octopus fishery is now following just such a strategy. The fishery was closed in 2019 due to whale entanglements. Fishers and
government quickly came to an agreement to use ropeless technology with timed or acoustic releases. And the fishery has now opened again, so far with no entanglements.

See this article.
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__ www fishingindustrynewssa.com_2020_12_09_the-2Doctopus-2Dfishery-2Dhas-2Da-2Dgripping-2Dstory-2Dto-
2Dtell_&d=DwIFaQ&c=IDF70MaPKXpkYvevoV-

fVahWLOQWnGCCAfCDz1Bns w&r=Y 1CBtQZE17Rj2MeXjOmTypaU2t5pniKdaSICF151Qyg&m=dhmSMPGBLfdEPstx_iTh_gxSRikWM46zSuxhvka7fR8&s=2eFO7xQH0aR-
15QFoHXESRXTESfFLOZKRNWS-PBCeYo&e=

As South Africa is the latest jurisdiction to demonstrate, ropeless technology is ready and commercially viable and is a very effective solution to prevent entanglements while
preserving a fishery. Fishers and whale preservation would best be served if DMF allowed ropeless fishing under simple rules such as South Africa's now.

Best Regards,

Marco Flagg
CEO, Desert Star Systems LLC

Marco Flagg
Marina, CA 93933
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From: Christopher Lord

To: Fish, Marine (FWE)
Subject: Save the Right Whale
Date: Friday, December 18, 2020 5:19:59 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts mail system. Do
not click on links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

I am writing to express my concern about the proposed regulations created to reduce entanglement risks posed to
North Atlantic right whales.

The primary causes of death for right whales are vessel strikes and entanglements: no adult or juvenile right whale
has died of natural causes in the past 17 years. The East Coast has over one million vertical lines that right whales
must navigate through in order to feed, including in our state waters. These ropes pose a direct risk to our state
marine mammal, the North Atlantic right whale.

Over 85% of right whales have been entangled at least once, and more than half of the population has been
entangled at least twice. The population, which is estimated at 366, is rapidly declining and could be extinct within
our lifetime.

Current enforced regulations require vertical buoy rope to be used when harvesting lobster. This must be revised
entirely, in order for ropeless fishing to become legal in Massachusetts.

DMF must implement a pathway for permitting ropeless gear, as the draft regulations that consider using 1700 Ib.
breakable rope for fishing lines attached to trap pots would still pose a threat to right whale calves and juveniles.

Ropeless gear has been used all over the world by fishermen in Australia, United Kingdom, Ireland, Canada and on
the West Coast. During a data analysis of over 1,000 deployments of various models, ropeless fishing gear had a
98.4 percent success rate. While federal and state regulators have been studying ropeless gear to no avail for the past
twenty years, multiple companies have worked with fishermen to manufacture gear that can be used by fishermen to
fish today.

DMF must consider ropeless gear to save North Atlantic right whales. Ropeless gear is the technology of the future
and the only long-term solution to reduce entanglements while keeping fishermen on the water. Please implement
measures that incorporate ropeless gear pilot programs in order to save the right whale.

Thank you.

Christopher Lord
Brentwood, NY 11717
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From: Christine Farrugia

To: Fish, Marine (FWE)
Subject: Save the Right Whale
Date: Friday, December 18, 2020 5:19:58 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts mail system. Do
not click on links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

I am writing to express my concern about the proposed regulations created to reduce entanglement risks posed to
North Atlantic right whales.

The primary causes of death for right whales are vessel strikes and entanglements: no adult or juvenile right whale
has died of natural causes in the past 17 years. The East Coast has over one million vertical lines that right whales
must navigate through in order to feed, including in our state waters. These ropes pose a direct risk to our state
marine mammal, the North Atlantic right whale.

Over 85% of right whales have been entangled at least once, and more than half of the population has been
entangled at least twice. The population, which is estimated at 366, is rapidly declining and could be extinct within
our lifetime.

Current enforced regulations require vertical buoy rope to be used when harvesting lobster. This must be revised
entirely, in order for ropeless fishing to become legal in Massachusetts.

DMF must implement a pathway for permitting ropeless gear, as the draft regulations that consider using 1700 Ib.
breakable rope for fishing lines attached to trap pots would still pose a threat to right whale calves and juveniles.

Ropeless gear has been used all over the world by fishermen in Australia, United Kingdom, Ireland, Canada and on
the West Coast. During a data analysis of over 1,000 deployments of various models, ropeless fishing gear had a
98.4 percent success rate. While federal and state regulators have been studying ropeless gear to no avail for the past
twenty years, multiple companies have worked with fishermen to manufacture gear that can be used by fishermen to
fish today.

DMF must consider ropeless gear to save North Atlantic right whales. Ropeless gear is the technology of the future
and the only long-term solution to reduce entanglements while keeping fishermen on the water. Please implement
measures that incorporate ropeless gear pilot programs in order to save the right whale.

Thank you.

Christine Farrugia
Kissimmee, FL 34759
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From: Marilyn Britton

To: Fish, Marine (FWE)
Subject: Save the Right Whale
Date: Friday, December 18, 2020 5:19:57 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts mail system. Do
not click on links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

The harm our actions cause so many marine creatures is very troubling; especially the North Atlantic right whales. I
am writing to express my grave concern about the proposed draft regulations created to reduce entanglement risks
posed to North Atlantic right whales.

The primary causes of death for right whales are ship strikes and entanglements: no right whale has died of natural
causes in the past 17 years!! The East Coast has over one million vertical lines that right whales must navigate
through in order to feed, including in our state waters. These ropes pose a direct risk to our state marine mammal,
the North Atlantic right whale.

Over 85% of right whales have been entangled at least once, and more than half of the population has been
entangled twice or more. The population, which is estimated at a low 366, is rapidly declining. Right whales could
be extinct within our lifetime. This would not only be bad for the whales, but for the whole marine environment of
which they are an important part.

Current enforced regulations require vertical buoy rope to be used when harvesting lobster. This MUST be revised
entirely, in order for ropeless fishing to become legal in Massachusetts.

DMF must implement a pathway for permitting ropeless gear, as the draft regulations that consider using 1700 Ib.
breakable rope for fishing lines attached to trap pots would still pose a threat to right whale calves and juveniles.

Ropeless gear has been used ALL OVER THE WORLD by fishermen in Australia, United Kingdom, Ireland,
Canada and on the West Coast. During a data analysis of over 1,000 deployments of various models, ropeless
fishing gear had a 98.4 percent success rate. While federal and state regulators have been studying ropeless gear to
no avail for the past twenty years, multiple companies have worked with fishermen to manufacture gear that can be
used by fishermen to fish today.

DMF MUST consider ropeless gear to save North Atlantic right whales. Ropeless gear is the technology of the
future and the only long-term solution to reduce entanglements while keeping fishermen on the water.

Please implement measures that incorporate ropeless gear pilot programs in order to save the right whale. NO more
studying. Work with people who know how to do this.

Thank you.

Marilyn Britton
Peterborough, NH 03458
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From: Mary Lanzarotta

To: Fish, Marine (FWE)
Subject: Save the Right Whale
Date: Friday, December 18, 2020 5:19:57 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts mail system. Do
not click on links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

I am writing to express my concern about the proposed draft regulations created to reduce entanglement risks posed
to North Atlantic right whales.

Proposing regulations to protect right whales that migrate off the MA coast is a step in the right direction.

However, these proposed regulations are insufficient and do not completely address the issue of entanglements, the
leading cause of right whale deaths. Ropeless gear isn't rocket science -- we have the ability but lack the will. Please
implement measures that incorporate ropeless gear pilot programs in order to save the right whale.

Thank you.

Mary Lanzarotta

Mary Lanzarotta
Hyde Park, MA 02136
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From: Summer Crabtree

To: Fish, Marine (FWE)
Subject: Save the Right Whale
Date: Friday, December 18, 2020 5:19:55 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts mail system. Do
not click on links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

I am writing to express my concern about the proposed regulations created to reduce entanglement risks posed to
North Atlantic right whales.

The primary causes of death for right whales are vessel strikes and entanglements: no adult or juvenile right whale
has died of natural causes in the past 17 years. The East Coast has over one million vertical lines that right whales
must navigate through in order to feed, including in our state waters. These ropes pose a direct risk to our state
marine mammal, the North Atlantic right whale.

Over 85% of right whales have been entangled at least once, and more than half of the population has been
entangled at least twice. The population, which is estimated at 366, is rapidly declining and could be extinct within
our lifetime.

Current enforced regulations require vertical buoy rope to be used when harvesting lobster. This must be revised
entirely, in order for ropeless fishing to become legal in Massachusetts.

DMF must implement a pathway for permitting ropeless gear, as the draft regulations that consider using 1700 Ib.
breakable rope for fishing lines attached to trap pots would still pose a threat to right whale calves and juveniles.

Ropeless gear has been used all over the world by fishermen in Australia, United Kingdom, Ireland, Canada and on
the West Coast. During a data analysis of over 1,000 deployments of various models, ropeless fishing gear had a
98.4 percent success rate. While federal and state regulators have been studying ropeless gear to no avail for the past
twenty years, multiple companies have worked with fishermen to manufacture gear that can be used by fishermen to
fish today.

DMF must consider ropeless gear to save North Atlantic right whales. Ropeless gear is the technology of the future
and the only long-term solution to reduce entanglements while keeping fishermen on the water. Please implement
measures that incorporate ropeless gear pilot programs in order to save the right whale.

Thank you.

Summer Crabtree
Jacksonville, FL 32216
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From: Lillian Edmondson

To: Fish, Marine (FWE)
Subject: Save the Right Whale
Date: Friday, December 18, 2020 5:19:55 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts mail system. Do
not click on links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

I am writing to express my concern about the proposed draft regulations created to reduce entanglement risks posed
to North Atlantic right whales. It is imperative for people to realize that, as humans, our lives are not worth more
than those of other animals simply because we are humans.

The primary causes of death for right whales are ship strikes and entanglements: no right whale has died of natural
causes in the past 17 years. The East Coast has over one million vertical lines that right whales must navigate
through in order to feed, including in our state waters. These ropes pose a direct risk to our state marine mammal,
the North Atlantic right whale.

Over 85% of right whales have been entangled at least once, and more than half of the population has been
entangled twice or more. The population, which is estimated at 366, is rapidly declining. Right whales could be
extinct within our lifetime.

Current enforced regulations require vertical buoy rope to be used when harvesting lobster. This must be revised
entirely, in order for ropeless fishing to become legal in Massachusetts.

DMF must implement a pathway for permitting ropeless gear, as the draft regulations that consider using 1700 Ib.
breakable rope for fishing lines attached to trap pots would still pose a threat to right whale calves and juveniles.

Ropeless gear has been used all over the world by fishermen in Australia, United Kingdom, Ireland, Canada and on
the West Coast. During a data analysis of over 1,000 deployments of various models, ropeless fishing gear had a
98.4 percent success rate. While federal and state regulators have been studying ropeless gear to no avail for the past
twenty years, multiple companies have worked with fishermen to manufacture gear that can be used by fishermen to
fish today.

DMF must consider ropeless gear to save North Atlantic right whales. Ropeless gear is the technology of the future
and the only long-term solution to reduce entanglements while keeping fishermen on the water. Please implement
measures that incorporate ropeless gear pilot programs in order to save the right whale.

Thank you.

Lillian Edmondson
Santa Maria, CA 93458
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From: Pierre Schlemel

To: Fish, Marine (FWE)
Subject: Save the Right Whale
Date: Friday, December 18, 2020 5:19:52 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts mail system. Do
not click on links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

I am writing to express my DEEP concern about the proposed regulations created to reduce entanglement risks
posed to North Atlantic right whales.

The primary causes of death for right whales are vessel strikes and entanglements: NO adult or juvenile right whale
has died of natural causes in the past 17 years. The East Coast has over one MILLION vertical lines that right
whales must navigate through in order to feed, including in Massachusetts state waters. These ropes pose a DIRECT
risk to the state marine mammal, the North Atlantic right whale.

Over 85% of right whales have been entangled at least ONCE, and more than HALF of the population has been
entangled at LEAST twice. The population, which is estimated at 366, is rapidly declining and could be EXTINCT
within our lifetime.

Current enforced regulations REQUIRE vertical buoy rope to be used when harvesting lobster. This must be
REVISED entirely, in order for ropeless fishing to become legal in Massachusetts.

DMF must IMPLEMENT a pathway for permitting ropeless gear, as the draft regulations that consider using 1700
1b. breakable rope for fishing lines attached to trap pots would STILL pose a threat to right whale calves and
juveniles.

ROPELESS gear has been used ALL over the world by fishermen in Australia, United Kingdom, Ireland, Canada
and on the West Coast. During a data analysis of over 1,000 deployments of various models, ropeless fishing gear
had a 98.4 percent success rate. While federal and state regulators have been studying ropeless gear to NO avail for
the past twenty years, MULTIPLE companies have worked with fishermen to manufacture gear that can be used by
fishermen to fish today.

DMF MUST consider ropeless gear to save North Atlantic right whales. Ropeless gear is the technology of the
future and the ONLY long-term solution to reduce entanglements while keeping fishermen on the water. Please
IMPLEMENT measures that INCORPORATE ropeless gear pilot programs in order to save the right whale.
Thank you.

Pierre Schlemel
Old Bethpage, NY 11804
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From: Chey Richmond

To: Fish, Marine (FWE)
Subject: Save the Right Whale
Date: Friday, December 18, 2020 5:19:49 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts mail system. Do
not click on links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

I am writing to express my concern about the proposed regulations created to reduce entanglement risks posed to
North Atlantic right whales.

The primary causes of death for right whales are vessel strikes and entanglements: no adult or juvenile right whale
has died of natural causes in the past 17 years. The East Coast has over one million vertical lines that right whales
must navigate through in order to feed, including in our state waters. These ropes pose a direct risk to our state
marine mammal, the North Atlantic right whale.

Over 85% of right whales have been entangled at least once, and more than half of the population has been
entangled at least twice. The population, which is estimated at 366, is rapidly declining and could be extinct within
our lifetime.

Current enforced regulations require vertical buoy rope to be used when harvesting lobster. This must be revised
entirely, in order for ropeless fishing to become legal in Massachusetts.

DMF must implement a pathway for permitting ropeless gear, as the draft regulations that consider using 1700 Ib.
breakable rope for fishing lines attached to trap pots would still pose a threat to right whale calves and juveniles.

Ropeless gear has been used all over the world by fishermen in Australia, United Kingdom, Ireland, Canada and on
the West Coast. During a data analysis of over 1,000 deployments of various models, ropeless fishing gear had a
98.4 percent success rate. While federal and state regulators have been studying ropeless gear to no avail for the past
twenty years, multiple companies have worked with fishermen to manufacture gear that can be used by fishermen to
fish today.

DMF must consider ropeless gear to save North Atlantic right whales. Ropeless gear is the technology of the future
and the only long-term solution to reduce entanglements while keeping fishermen on the water. Please implement
measures that incorporate ropeless gear pilot programs in order to save the right whale.

Thank you.

Chey Richmond
Pensacola, FL 32503
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From: Cf Massey

To: Fish, Marine (FWE)
Subject: Save the Right Whale
Date: Friday, December 18, 2020 5:19:42 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts mail system. Do
not click on links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

I am writing to express my concern about the proposed regulations created to reduce entanglement risks posed to
North Atlantic right whales.

The primary causes of death for right whales are vessel strikes and entanglements: no adult or juvenile right whale
has died of natural causes in the past 17 years. The East Coast has over one million vertical lines that right whales
must navigate through in order to feed, including in our state waters. These ropes pose a direct risk to our state
marine mammal, the North Atlantic right whale.

Over 85% of right whales have been entangled at least once, and more than half of the population has been
entangled at least twice. The population, which is estimated at 366, is rapidly declining and could be extinct within
our lifetime.

Current enforced regulations require vertical buoy rope to be used when harvesting lobster. This must be revised
entirely, in order for ropeless fishing to become legal in Massachusetts.

DMF must implement a pathway for permitting ropeless gear, as the draft regulations that consider using 1700 Ib.
breakable rope for fishing lines attached to trap pots would still pose a threat to right whale calves and juveniles.

Ropeless gear has been used all over the world by fishermen in Australia, United Kingdom, Ireland, Canada and on
the West Coast. During a data analysis of over 1,000 deployments of various models, ropeless fishing gear had a
98.4 percent success rate. While federal and state regulators have been studying ropeless gear to no avail for the past
twenty years, multiple companies have worked with fishermen to manufacture gear that can be used by fishermen to
fish today.

DMF must consider ropeless gear to save North Atlantic right whales. Ropeless gear is the technology of the future
and the only long-term solution to reduce entanglements while keeping fishermen on the water. Please implement
measures that incorporate ropeless gear pilot programs in order to save the right whale.

Thank you.

Cf Massey
Brooklyn, NY 11226
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From: Jennifer Griffith

To: Fish, Marine (FWE)
Subject: Save the Right Whale
Date: Friday, December 18, 2020 5:19:27 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts mail system. Do
not click on links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

I am writing to express my concern about the proposed regulations created to reduce entanglement risks posed to
North Atlantic right whales.

The primary causes of death for right whales are vessel strikes and entanglements: no adult or juvenile right whale
has died of natural causes in the past 17 years. The East Coast has over one million vertical lines that right whales
must navigate through in order to feed, including in our state waters. These ropes pose a direct risk to our state
marine mammal, the North Atlantic right whale.

Over 85% of right whales have been entangled at least once, and more than half of the population has been
entangled at least twice. The population, which is estimated at 366, is rapidly declining and could be extinct within
our lifetime.

Current enforced regulations require vertical buoy rope to be used when harvesting lobster. This must be revised
entirely, in order for ropeless fishing to become legal in Massachusetts.

DMF must implement a pathway for permitting ropeless gear, as the draft regulations that consider using 1700 Ib.
breakable rope for fishing lines attached to trap pots would still pose a threat to right whale calves and juveniles.

Ropeless gear has been used all over the world by fishermen in Australia, United Kingdom, Ireland, Canada and on
the West Coast. During a data analysis of over 1,000 deployments of various models, ropeless fishing gear had a
98.4 percent success rate. While federal and state regulators have been studying ropeless gear to no avail for the past
twenty years, multiple companies have worked with fishermen to manufacture gear that can be used by fishermen to
fish today.

DMF must consider ropeless gear to save North Atlantic right whales. Ropeless gear is the technology of the future
and the only long-term solution to reduce entanglements while keeping fishermen on the water. Please implement
measures that incorporate ropeless gear pilot programs in order to save the right whale.

Thank you.

Jennifer Griffith
Canton, GA 30115
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From: Amy Tamagini

To: Fish, Marine (FWE)
Subject: Save the Right Whale
Date: Friday, December 18, 2020 5:19:27 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts mail system. Do
not click on links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

I am writing to express my concern about the proposed draft regulations created to reduce entanglement risks posed
to North Atlantic right whales.

The primary causes of death for right whales are ship strikes and entanglements: no right whale has died of natural
causes in the past 17 years. The East Coast has over one million vertical lines that right whales must navigate
through in order to feed, including in our state waters. These ropes pose a direct risk to our state marine mammal,
the North Atlantic right whale.

Over 85% of right whales have been entangled at least once, and more than half of the population has been
entangled twice or more. The population, which is estimated at 366, is rapidly declining. Right whales could be
extinct within our lifetime.

Current enforced regulations require vertical buoy rope to be used when harvesting lobster. This must be revised
entirely, in order for ropeless fishing to become legal in Massachusetts.

DMF must implement a pathway for permitting ropeless gear, as the draft regulations that consider using 1700 Ib.
breakable rope for fishing lines attached to trap pots would still pose a threat to right whale calves and juveniles.

Ropeless gear has been used all over the world by fishermen in Australia, United Kingdom, Ireland, Canada and on
the West Coast. During a data analysis of over 1,000 deployments of various models, ropeless fishing gear had a
98.4 percent success rate. While federal and state regulators have been studying ropeless gear to no avail for the past
twenty years, multiple companies have worked with fishermen to manufacture gear that can be used by fishermen to
fish today.

DMF must consider ropeless gear to save North Atlantic right whales. Ropeless gear is the technology of the future
and the only long-term solution to reduce entanglements while keeping fishermen on the water. Please implement
measures that incorporate ropeless gear pilot programs in order to save the right whale.

Thank you.

Amy Tamagini

Amy Tamagini
Wareham, MA 02571
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From: Carol Lipsky

To: Fish, Marine (FWE)
Subject: Save the Right Whale
Date: Friday, December 18, 2020 5:19:26 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts mail system. Do
not click on links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

I am writing to express my concern about the proposed regulations created to reduce entanglement risks posed to
North Atlantic right whales.

The primary causes of death for right whales are vessel strikes and entanglements: no adult or juvenile right whale
has died of natural causes in the past 17 years. The East Coast has over one million vertical lines that right whales
must navigate through in order to feed, including in our state waters. These ropes pose a direct risk to our state
marine mammal, the North Atlantic right whale.

Over 85% of right whales have been entangled at least once, and more than half of the population has been
entangled at least twice. The population, which is estimated at 366, is rapidly declining and could be extinct within
our lifetime.

Current enforced regulations require vertical buoy rope to be used when harvesting lobster. This must be revised
entirely, in order for ropeless fishing to become legal in Massachusetts.

DMF must implement a pathway for permitting ropeless gear, as the draft regulations that consider using 1700 Ib.
breakable rope for fishing lines attached to trap pots would still pose a threat to right whale calves and juveniles.

Ropeless gear has been used all over the world by fishermen in Australia, United Kingdom, Ireland, Canada and on
the West Coast. During a data analysis of over 1,000 deployments of various models, ropeless fishing gear had a
98.4 percent success rate. While federal and state regulators have been studying ropeless gear to no avail for the past
twenty years, multiple companies have worked with fishermen to manufacture gear that can be used by fishermen to
fish today.

DMF must consider ropeless gear to save North Atlantic right whales. Ropeless gear is the technology of the future
and the only long-term solution to reduce entanglements while keeping fishermen on the water. Please implement
measures that incorporate ropeless gear pilot programs in order to save the right whale.

Thank you.

Carol Lipsky
New York, NY 10021
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From: Michael Chesworth

To: Fish, Marine (FWE)
Subject: Save the Right Whale
Date: Friday, December 18, 2020 5:19:26 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts mail system. Do
not click on links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

I am writing to express my concern about the proposed regulations created to reduce entanglement risks posed to
North Atlantic right whales.

As ropeless gear seems to be a real possibility to help mitigate the loss of right whales in our waters, and it is a
viable option for those who fish, I ask that language leading to this technology’s eventual deployment be included
in the draft regulations now being written.

I ask for the whales and their future survival.
Thank you.

Michael Chesworth
Ambherst, MA 01002
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From: Maria Grigoriadis

To: Fish, Marine (FWE)
Subject: Save the Right Whale
Date: Friday, December 18, 2020 5:19:25 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts mail system. Do
not click on links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

I am writing to express my concern about the proposed draft regulations created to reduce entanglement risks posed
to North Atlantic right whales.

The primary causes of death for right whales are ship strikes and entanglements: no right whale has died of natural
causes in the past 17 years. The East Coast has over one million vertical lines that right whales must navigate
through in order to feed, including in our state waters. These ropes pose a direct risk to our state marine mammal,
the North Atlantic right whale.

Over 85% of right whales have been entangled at least once, and more than half of the population has been
entangled twice or more. The population, which is estimated at 366, is rapidly declining. Right whales could be
extinct within our lifetime.

Current enforced regulations require vertical buoy rope to be used when harvesting lobster. This must be revised
entirely, in order for ropeless fishing to become legal in Massachusetts.

DMF must implement a pathway for permitting ropeless gear, as the draft regulations that consider using 1700 Ib.
breakable rope for fishing lines attached to trap pots would still pose a threat to right whale calves and juveniles.

Ropeless gear has been used all over the world by fishermen in Australia, United Kingdom, Ireland, Canada and on
the West Coast. During a data analysis of over 1,000 deployments of various models, ropeless fishing gear had a
98.4 percent success rate. While federal and state regulators have been studying ropeless gear to no avail for the past
twenty years, multiple companies have worked with fishermen to manufacture gear that can be used by fishermen to
fish today.

DMF must consider ropeless gear to save North Atlantic right whales. Ropeless gear is the technology of the future
and the only long-term solution to reduce entanglements while keeping fishermen on the water. Please implement
measures that incorporate ropeless gear pilot programs in order to save the right whale.

Thank you for your time and consideration,

Maria

Maria Grigoriadis
Melrose, MA 02176
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From: Timothy Sullivan

To: Fish, Marine (FWE)
Subject: Save the Right Whale
Date: Friday, December 18, 2020 5:19:23 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts mail system. Do
not click on links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

I am writing to express my concern about the proposed draft regulations created to reduce entanglement risks posed
to North Atlantic right whales. There are ways to enact regulations that better protect right whales from these easily
preventable dangers.

The primary causes of death for right whales are ship strikes and entanglements: no right whale has died of natural
causes in the past 17 years. The East Coast has over one million vertical lines that right whales must navigate
through in order to feed, including in our state waters. These ropes pose a direct risk to our state marine mammal,
the North Atlantic right whale.

Over 85% of right whales have been entangled at least once, and more than half of the population has been
entangled twice or more. The population, which is estimated at 366, is rapidly declining. Right whales could be
extinct within our lifetime.

Current enforced regulations require vertical buoy rope to be used when harvesting lobster. This must be revised
entirely, in order for ropeless fishing to become legal in Massachusetts.

DMF must implement a pathway for permitting ropeless gear, as the draft regulations that consider using 1700 Ib.
breakable rope for fishing lines attached to trap pots would still pose a threat to right whale calves and juveniles.

Ropeless gear has been used all over the world by fishermen in Australia, United Kingdom, Ireland, Canada and on
the West Coast. During a data analysis of over 1,000 deployments of various models, ropeless fishing gear had a
98.4 percent success rate. While federal and state regulators have been studying ropeless gear to no avail for the past
twenty years, multiple companies have worked with fishermen to manufacture gear that can be used by fishermen to
fish today.

DMF must consider ropeless gear to save North Atlantic right whales. Ropeless gear is the technology of the future
and the only long-term solution to reduce entanglements while keeping fishermen on the water. Please implement
measures that incorporate ropeless gear pilot programs in order to save the right whale.

I am hopeful more thought can go into implementing regulations that truly spare right whales from one of their
greatest threats. Thank you.

Timothy Sullivan
Dorchester Center, MA 2124
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From: Patience Dougherty

To: Fish, Marine (FWE)
Subject: Save the Right Whale
Date: Friday, December 18, 2020 5:19:23 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts mail system. Do
not click on links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

I am writing to express my concern about the proposed regulations created to reduce entanglement risks posed to
North Atlantic right whales.

The primary causes of death for right whales are vessel strikes and entanglements: no adult or juvenile right whale
has died of natural causes in the past 17 years. The East Coast has over one million vertical lines that right whales
must navigate through in order to feed, including in our state waters. These ropes pose a direct risk to our state
marine mammal, the North Atlantic right whale.

Over 85% of right whales have been entangled at least once, and more than half of the population has been
entangled at least twice. The population, which is estimated at 366, is rapidly declining and could be extinct within
our lifetime.

Current enforced regulations require vertical buoy rope to be used when harvesting lobster. This must be revised
entirely, in order for ropeless fishing to become legal in Massachusetts.

DMF must implement a pathway for permitting ropeless gear, as the draft regulations that consider using 1700 Ib.
breakable rope for fishing lines attached to trap pots would still pose a threat to right whale calves and juveniles.

Ropeless gear has been used all over the world by fishermen in Australia, United Kingdom, Ireland, Canada and on
the West Coast. During a data analysis of over 1,000 deployments of various models, ropeless fishing gear had a
98.4 percent success rate. While federal and state regulators have been studying ropeless gear to no avail for the past
twenty years, multiple companies have worked with fishermen to manufacture gear that can be used by fishermen to
fish today.

DMF must consider ropeless gear to save North Atlantic right whales. Ropeless gear is the technology of the future
and the only long-term solution to reduce entanglements while keeping fishermen on the water. Please implement
measures that incorporate ropeless gear pilot programs in order to save the right whale.

Thank you.

Patience Dougherty
Hoosick Falls, NY 12090
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From: David And Justine Ross

To: Fish, Marine (FWE)
Subject: Save the Right Whale
Date: Friday, December 18, 2020 5:19:22 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts mail system. Do
not click on links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

I am writing to express my concern about the proposed draft regulations created to reduce entanglement risks posed
to North Atlantic right whales. Ropeless fishing gear
quickly implemented appears to be the only hope of avoiding eventual extinction.

The primary causes of death for right whales are ship strikes and entanglements: no right whale has died of natural
causes in the past 17 years. The East Coast has over one million miles of vertical lines that right whales must
navigate through in order to feed, including in our state waters. These ropes pose a direct risk to our state marine
mammal, the North Atlantic right whale.

Over 85% of right whales have been entangled at least once, and more than half of the population has been
entangled twice or more. The population, which is estimated at 366, is rapidly declining. Right whales could be
extinct within our lifetime.

Current enforced regulations require vertical buoy rope to be used when harvesting lobster. This must be revised
entirely, in order for ropeless fishing to become legal in Massachusetts.

DMF must implement a pathway for permitting ropeless gear, as the draft regulations that consider using 1700 Ib.
breakable rope for fishing lines attached to trap pots would still pose a threat to right whale calves and juveniles.

Ropeless gear has been used all over the world by fishermen in Australia, United Kingdom, Ireland, Canada and on
the West Coast. During a data analysis of over 1,000 deployments of various models, ropeless fishing gear had a
98.4 percent success rate. While federal and state regulators have been studying ropeless gear to no avail for the past
twenty years, multiple companies have worked with fishermen to manufacture gear that can be used by fishermen to
fish today.

DMF must consider ropeless gear to save North Atlantic right whales. Ropeless gear is the technology of the future
and the only long-term solution to reduce entanglements while keeping fishermen on the water. Please implement
measures that incorporate ropeless gear pilot programs in order to save the right whale.

Thank you.

David And Justine Ross
North Andover, MA 01845
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From: Melissa Bauer

To: Fish, Marine (FWE)
Subject: Save the Right Whale
Date: Friday, December 18, 2020 5:19:21 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts mail system. Do
not click on links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

I am concerned about proposed regulations intended to reduce entanglement risks posed to North Atlantic right
whales.

The primary causes of death for right whales are vessel strikes and entanglements: no adult or juvenile right whale
has died of natural causes in the past 17 years. The East Coast has over one million vertical lines that right whales
must navigate through in order to feed, including in our state waters. These ropes pose a direct risk to our state
marine mammal, the North Atlantic right whale.

Over 85% of right whales have been entangled at least once, and more than half of the population has been
entangled at least twice. The population, which is estimated at 366, is rapidly declining and could be extinct within
our lifetime.

Current enforced regulations require vertical buoy rope to be used when harvesting lobster. This must be revised
entirely, in order for ropeless fishing to become legal in Massachusetts.

DMF must implement a pathway for permitting ropeless gear, as the draft regulations that consider using 1700 Ib.
breakable rope for fishing lines attached to trap pots would still pose a threat to right whale calves and juveniles.

Ropeless gear has been used all over the world by fishermen in Australia, United Kingdom, Ireland, Canada and on
the West Coast. During a data analysis of over 1,000 deployments of various models, ropeless fishing gear had a
98.4 percent success rate. While federal and state regulators have been studying ropeless gear to no avail for the past
twenty years, multiple companies have worked with fishermen to manufacture gear that can be used by fishermen to
fish today.

DMF must consider ropeless gear to save North Atlantic right whales. Ropeless gear is the technology of the future
and the only long-term solution to reduce entanglements while keeping fishermen on the water. Please implement
measures that incorporate ropeless gear pilot programs in order to save the right whale.

Thank you.

Melissa Bauer
Woodstock, GA 30188
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From: Carolyn Whiting

To: Fish, Marine (FWE)
Subject: Save the Right Whale
Date: Friday, December 18, 2020 5:19:20 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts mail system. Do
not click on links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

I am writing to express my serious concerns about the proposed draft regulations created to reduce entanglement
risks posed to North Atlantic right whales.

I was horrified to learn that the primary causes of death for right whales are ship strikes and entanglements: no right
whale has died of natural causes in the past 17 years. The East Coast has over one million miles of vertical lines that
right whales must navigate through in order to feed, including in our state waters. These ropes pose a direct risk to
our state marine mammal, the North Atlantic right whale.

The need to mitigate this situation is urgent. Over 85% of right whales have been entangled at least once, and more
than half of the population has been entangled twice or more. The population, which is estimated at 366, is rapidly
declining. Right whales could be extinct within our lifetime.

Current enforced regulations require vertical buoy rope to be used when harvesting lobster. This must be revised
entirely, in order for ropeless fishing to become legal in Massachusetts.

DMF must implement a pathway for permitting ropeless gear because the draft regulations that consider using 1700
1b. breakable rope for fishing lines attached to trap pots would still pose a threat to right whale calves and juveniles.

I understand that ropeless gear has been used all over the world by fishermen in Australia, United Kingdom, Ireland,
Canada and on the West Coast. During a data analysis of over 1,000 deployments of various models, ropeless
fishing gear had a 98.4 percent success rate. While federal and state regulators have been studying ropeless gear to
no avail for the past twenty years, multiple companies have worked with fishermen to manufacture gear that can be
used by fishermen to fish today.

DMF must consider ropeless gear to save North Atlantic right whales. Ropeless gear is the technology of the future
and the only long-term solution to reduce entanglements while keeping fishermen on the water. I urgently ask you to
implement measures that incorporate ropeless gear pilot programs in order to save the right whale.

Thank you.

Carolyn Whiting
Reading, MA 01867
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From: Collin Cheng

To: Fish, Marine (FWE)
Subject: Save the Right Whale
Date: Friday, December 18, 2020 5:19:19 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts mail system. Do
not click on links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

As a Newton Wellesley baby, I've always taken pride in my Massachusetts heritage, given the Commonwealth's
efforts to lead the way in respecting the dignity and lives of all. Yet these efforts are threatened with the current draft
regulations proposed by the Division of Marine Fisheries today. I am writing to express my concern about the
proposed draft regulations created to reduce entanglement risks posed to North Atlantic right whales.

The primary causes of death for right whales are ship strikes and entanglements: no right whale has died of natural
causes in the past 17 years. The East Coast has over one million vertical lines that right whales must navigate
through in order to feed, including in our state waters. These ropes pose a direct risk to our state marine mammal,
the North Atlantic right whale.

Over 85% of right whales have been entangled at least once, and more than half of the population has been
entangled twice or more. The population, which is estimated at 366, is rapidly declining. Right whales could be
extinct within our lifetime.

Current enforced regulations require vertical buoy rope to be used when harvesting lobster. This must be revised
entirely, in order for ropeless fishing to become legal in Massachusetts.

DMF must implement a pathway for permitting ropeless gear, as the draft regulations that consider using 1700 Ib.
breakable rope for fishing lines attached to trap pots would still pose a threat to right whale calves and juveniles.

Ropeless gear has been used all over the world by fishermen in Australia, United Kingdom, Ireland, Canada and on
the West Coast. During a data analysis of over 1,000 deployments of various models, ropeless fishing gear had a
98.4 percent success rate. While federal and state regulators have been studying ropeless gear to no avail for the past
twenty years, multiple companies have worked with fishermen to manufacture gear that can be used by fishermen to
fish today.

DMF must consider ropeless gear to save North Atlantic right whales. Ropeless gear is the technology of the future
and the only long-term solution to reduce entanglements while keeping fishermen on the water. Please implement
measures that incorporate ropeless gear pilot programs in order to save the right whale.

Thank you.

Best,

Collin Cheng

Collin Cheng
Newton Lower Falls, MA 02462
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From: Alexandra Ballantine

To: Fish, Marine (FWE)
Subject: Save the Right Whale
Date: Friday, December 18, 2020 5:19:19 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts mail system. Do
not click on links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

It's been a hard year for so many, I appreciate your work all the more to engage others and then develop sound
practices to save the last few remaining right whales in our waters.

As you've heard by now, the proposed regulations likely do not address the entanglement issue adequately. With
everything at stake for these last remaining majestic creatures, I am writing to express my concern about these
proposed regulations and ask you revisit them by implementing a faster removal of rope from the whales' natural
habitat.

The primary causes of death for right whales are vessel strikes and entanglements: no adult or juvenile right whale
has died of natural causes in the past 17 years. The East Coast has over one million vertical lines that right whales
must navigate through in order to feed, including in your state waters. These ropes pose a direct risk to our state
marine mammal, the North Atlantic right whale.

Over 85% of right whales have been entangled at least once, and more than half of the population has been
entangled at least twice. The population, which is estimated at 366, is rapidly declining and could be extinct within
our lifetime.

Current enforced regulations require vertical buoy rope to be used when harvesting lobster. This must be revised
entirely, in order for ropeless fishing to become legal in Massachusetts.

DMF must implement a pathway for permitting ropeless gear, as the draft regulations that consider using 1700 1b.
breakable rope for fishing lines attached to trap pots would still pose a threat to right whale calves and juveniles.

Ropeless gear has been used all over the world by fishermen in Australia, United Kingdom, Ireland, Canada and on
the West Coast. During a data analysis of over 1,000 deployments of various models, ropeless fishing gear had a
98.4 percent success rate. While federal and state regulators have been studying ropeless gear to no avail for the past
twenty years, multiple companies have worked with fishermen to manufacture gear that can be used by fishermen to
fish today.

DMF must consider ropeless gear to save North Atlantic right whales. Ropeless gear is the technology of the future
and the only long-term solution to reduce entanglements while keeping fishermen on the water. Please implement
measures that incorporate ropeless gear pilot programs in order to save the right whale.

Thank you.

Alexandra Ballantine
Brewster, NY 10509
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From: Susan Nimchick

To: Fish, Marine (FWE)
Subject: Save the Right Whale
Date: Friday, December 18, 2020 5:19:18 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts mail system. Do
not click on links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

Dear Massachusetts Division of Marine Fisheries:
Lets protect right whales that migrate off our coast. Lets do the right thing because we are Massachusetts.

I am writing to express my concern about the proposed draft regulations created to reduce entanglement risks posed
to North Atlantic right whales.

The primary causes of death for right whales are ship strikes and entanglements: no right whale has died of natural
causes in the past 17 years. The East Coast has over one million miles of vertical lines that right whales must
navigate through in order to feed, including in our state waters. These ropes pose a direct risk to our state marine
mammal, the North Atlantic right whale.

Over 85% of right whales have been entangled at least once, and more than half of the population has been
entangled twice or more. The population, which is estimated at 366, is rapidly declining. Right whales could be
extinct within our lifetime.

Current enforced regulations require vertical buoy rope to be used when harvesting lobster. This must be revised
entirely, in order for ropeless fishing to become legal in Massachusetts.

DMF must implement a pathway for permitting ropeless gear, as the draft regulations that consider using 1700 Ib.
breakable rope for fishing lines attached to trap pots would still pose a threat to right whale calves and juveniles.

Ropeless gear has been used all over the world by fishermen in Australia, United Kingdom, Ireland, Canada and on
the West Coast. During a data analysis of over 1,000 deployments of various models, ropeless fishing gear had a
98.4 percent success rate. While federal and state regulators have been studying ropeless gear to no avail for the past
twenty years, multiple companies have worked with fishermen to manufacture gear that can be used by fishermen to
fish today.

DMF must consider ropeless gear to save North Atlantic right whales. Ropeless gear is the technology of the future
and the only long-term solution to reduce entanglements while keeping fishermen on the water. Please implement
measures that incorporate ropeless gear pilot programs in order to save the right whale.

Thank you.

Regards,

Susan J Nimchick
Chicopee, Ma. 01020

Susan Nimchick
Chicopee, MA 01020
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From: Deborah Fortunato

To: Fish, Marine (FWE)
Subject: Save the Right Whale
Date: Friday, December 18, 2020 5:19:17 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts mail system. Do
not click on links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

Please do the right thing for these previous whales. Plastic and discarded nets in our beautiful oceans are having a
tragic effect on our marine wildlife and our environment. I am writing to express my concern about the proposed
draft regulations created to reduce entanglement risks posed to North Atlantic right whales.

The primary causes of death for right whales are ship strikes and entanglements: no right whale has died of natural
causes in the past 17 years. The East Coast has over one million vertical lines that right whales must navigate
through in order to feed, including in our state waters. These ropes pose a direct risk to our state marine mammal,
the North Atlantic right whale.

Over 85% of right whales have been entangled at least once, and more than half of the population has been
entangled twice or more. The population, which is estimated at 366, is rapidly declining. Right whales could be
extinct within our lifetime.

Current enforced regulations require vertical buoy rope to be used when harvesting lobster. This must be revised
entirely, in order for ropeless fishing to become legal in Massachusetts.

DMF must implement a pathway for permitting ropeless gear, as the draft regulations that consider using 1700 Ib.
breakable rope for fishing lines attached to trap pots would still pose a threat to right whale calves and juveniles.

Ropeless gear has been used all over the world by fishermen in Australia, United Kingdom, Ireland, Canada and on
the West Coast. During a data analysis of over 1,000 deployments of various models, ropeless fishing gear had a
98.4 percent success rate. While federal and state regulators have been studying ropeless gear to no avail for the past
twenty years, multiple companies have worked with fishermen to manufacture gear that can be used by fishermen to
fish today.

DMF must consider ropeless gear to save North Atlantic right whales. Ropeless gear is the technology of the future
and the only long-term solution to reduce entanglements while keeping fishermen on the water. Please implement
measures that incorporate ropeless gear pilot programs in order to save the right whale.

Thank you for your consideration on this urgent matter.

Deborah Fortunato
Cromwell, CT 06416
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From: Alexander Costidis

To: Fish, Marine (FWE)
Subject: Save the Right Whale
Date: Friday, December 18, 2020 5:19:15 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts mail system. Do
not click on links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

I am writing to express my concern about the proposed draft regulations created to reduce entanglement risks posed
to North Atlantic right whales.

The primary causes of death for right whales are vessel strikes and entanglements: no right whale has died of natural
causes in the past 17 years. The East Coast has over one million vertical lines that right whales must navigate
through in order to feed, including in our state waters. These ropes pose a direct risk to our state marine mammal,
the North Atlantic right whale.

Over 85% of right whales have been entangled at least once, and more than half of the population has been
entangled twice or more. The population, which is estimated at 366, is rapidly declining. Right whales could be
extinct within our lifetime.

Current enforced regulations require vertical buoy rope to be used when harvesting lobster. This must be revised
entirely, in order for ropeless fishing to become legal in Massachusetts.

DMF must implement a pathway for permitting ropeless gear, as the draft regulations that consider using 1700 Ib.
breakable rope for fishing lines attached to trap pots would still pose a threat to right whale calves and juveniles.
While mitigating the threat with weaker line is an important temporary step, ropeless gear is the only way to ensure
cessation of continued entanglements.

Ropeless gear has been used all over the world by fishermen in Australia, United Kingdom, Ireland, Canada and on
the West Coast. During a data analysis of over 1,000 deployments of various models, ropeless fishing gear had a
98.4 percent success rate. While federal and state regulators have been studying ropeless gear to no avail for the past
twenty years, multiple companies have worked with fishermen to manufacture gear that can be used by fishermen to
fish today.

DMF must consider ropeless gear to save North Atlantic right whales. Ropeless gear is the technology of the future
and the only long-term solution to reduce entanglements while keeping fishermen on the water. Please implement
measures that incorporate ropeless gear pilot programs in order to save the right whale.

Thank you.

Alexander Costidis
Virginia Beach, VA 23451
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From: jeanette mayer

To: Fish, Marine (FWE)
Subject: Save the Right Whale
Date: Friday, December 18, 2020 5:19:09 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts mail system. Do
not click on links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

I am writing to express my concern about the proposed regulations created to reduce entanglement risks posed to
North Atlantic right whales.

The primary causes of death for right whales are vessel strikes and entanglements: no adult or juvenile right whale
has died of natural causes in the past 17 years. The East Coast has over one million vertical lines that right whales
must navigate through in order to feed, including in our state waters. These ropes pose a direct risk to our state
marine mammal, the North Atlantic right whale.

Over 85% of right whales have been entangled at least once, and more than half of the population has been
entangled at least twice. The population, which is estimated at 366, is rapidly declining and could be extinct within
our lifetime.

Current enforced regulations require vertical buoy rope to be used when harvesting lobster. This must be revised
entirely, in order for ropeless fishing to become legal in Massachusetts.

DMF must implement a pathway for permitting ropeless gear, as the draft regulations that consider using 1700 Ib.
breakable rope for fishing lines attached to trap pots would still pose a threat to right whale calves and juveniles.

Ropeless gear has been used all over the world by fishermen in Australia, United Kingdom, Ireland, Canada and on
the West Coast. During a data analysis of over 1,000 deployments of various models, ropeless fishing gear had a
98.4 percent success rate. While federal and state regulators have been studying ropeless gear to no avail for the past
twenty years, multiple companies have worked with fishermen to manufacture gear that can be used by fishermen to
fish today.

DMF must consider ropeless gear to save North Atlantic right whales. Ropeless gear is the technology of the future
and the only long-term solution to reduce entanglements while keeping fishermen on the water. Please implement
measures that incorporate ropeless gear pilot programs in order to save the right whale.

Thank you.

jeanette mayer
Pinellas Park, FL 33781
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From: Diane Jones

To: Fish, Marine (FWE)
Subject: Save the Right Whale
Date: Friday, December 18, 2020 5:19:06 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts mail system. Do
not click on links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

We are human beings, not rulers of the earth. Because of all our intelligence, we can either destroy or preserve the
incredible diversity of the only planet we have. It's our job. It's our calling. And it's in our own self interest. Without
nature we die.

I am writing to express my concern about the proposed regulations created to reduce entanglement risks posed to
North Atlantic right whales.

The primary causes of death for right whales are vessel strikes and entanglements: no adult or juvenile right whale
has died of natural causes in the past 17 years. The East Coast has over one million vertical lines that right whales
must navigate through in order to feed, including in our state waters. These ropes pose a direct risk to our state
marine mammal, the North Atlantic right whale.

Over 85% of right whales have been entangled at least once, and more than half of the population has been
entangled at least twice. The population, which is estimated at 366, is rapidly declining and could be extinct within
our lifetime.

Current enforced regulations require vertical buoy rope to be used when harvesting lobster. This must be revised
entirely, in order for ropeless fishing to become legal in Massachusetts.

DMF must implement a pathway for permitting ropeless gear, as the draft regulations that consider using 1700 Ib.
breakable rope for fishing lines attached to trap pots would still pose a threat to right whale calves and juveniles.

Ropeless gear has been used all over the world by fishermen in Australia, United Kingdom, Ireland, Canada and on
the West Coast. During a data analysis of over 1,000 deployments of various models, ropeless fishing gear had a
98.4 percent success rate. While federal and state regulators have been studying ropeless gear to no avail for the past
twenty years, multiple companies have worked with fishermen to manufacture gear that can be used by fishermen to
fish today.

DMF must consider ropeless gear to save North Atlantic right whales. Ropeless gear is the technology of the future
and the only long-term solution to reduce entanglements while keeping fishermen on the water. Please implement
measures that incorporate ropeless gear pilot programs in order to save the right whale.

Thank you.

Diane Jones
Shrewsbury, MA 01545
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From: Steven Combes

To: Fish, Marine (FWE)
Subject: Save the Right Whale
Date: Friday, December 18, 2020 5:19:05 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts mail system. Do
not click on links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

I am writing to express my concern about the proposed regulations created to reduce entanglement risks posed to
North Atlantic right whales.

The primary causes of death for right whales are vessel strikes and entanglements: no adult or juvenile right whale
has died of natural causes in the past 17 years. The East Coast has over one million vertical lines that right whales
must navigate through in order to feed, including in our state waters. These ropes pose a direct risk to our state
marine mammal, the North Atlantic right whale.

Over 85% of right whales have been entangled at least once, and more than half of the population has been
entangled at least twice. The population, which is estimated at 366, is rapidly declining and could be extinct within
our lifetime.

Current enforced regulations require vertical buoy rope to be used when harvesting lobster. This must be revised
entirely, in order for ropeless fishing to become legal in Massachusetts.

DMF must implement a pathway for permitting ropeless gear, as the draft regulations that consider using 1700 Ib.
breakable rope for fishing lines attached to trap pots would still pose a threat to right whale calves and juveniles.

Ropeless gear has been used all over the world by fishermen in Australia, United Kingdom, Ireland, Canada and on
the West Coast. During a data analysis of over 1,000 deployments of various models, ropeless fishing gear had a
98.4 percent success rate. While federal and state regulators have been studying ropeless gear to no avail for the past
twenty years, multiple companies have worked with fishermen to manufacture gear that can be used by fishermen to
fish today.

DMF must consider ropeless gear to save North Atlantic right whales. Ropeless gear is the technology of the future
and the only long-term solution to reduce entanglements while keeping fishermen on the water. Please implement
measures that incorporate ropeless gear pilot programs in order to save the right whale.

Thank you.

Steven Combes
Ormond Beach, FL 32176
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From: Sarah Sidbeck

To: Fish, Marine (FWE)
Subject: Save the Right Whale
Date: Friday, December 18, 2020 5:19:04 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts mail system. Do
not click on links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

I am writing to express my concern about the proposed regulations created to reduce entanglement risks posed to
North Atlantic right whales.

The primary causes of death for right whales are vessel strikes and entanglements: no adult or juvenile right whale
has died of natural causes in the past 17 years. The East Coast has over one million vertical lines that right whales
must navigate through in order to feed, including in our state waters. These ropes pose a direct risk to our state
marine mammal, the North Atlantic right whale.

Over 85% of right whales have been entangled at least once, and more than half of the population has been
entangled at least twice. The population, which is estimated at 366, is rapidly declining and could be extinct within
our lifetime.

Current enforced regulations require vertical buoy rope to be used when harvesting lobster. This must be revised
entirely, in order for ropeless fishing to become legal in Massachusetts.

DMF must implement a pathway for permitting ropeless gear, as the draft regulations that consider using 1700 Ib.
breakable rope for fishing lines attached to trap pots would still pose a threat to right whale calves and juveniles.

Ropeless gear has been used all over the world by fishermen in Australia, United Kingdom, Ireland, Canada and on
the West Coast. During a data analysis of over 1,000 deployments of various models, ropeless fishing gear had a
98.4 percent success rate. While federal and state regulators have been studying ropeless gear to no avail for the past
twenty years, multiple companies have worked with fishermen to manufacture gear that can be used by fishermen to
fish today.

DMF must consider ropeless gear to save North Atlantic right whales. Ropeless gear is the technology of the future
and the only long-term solution to reduce entanglements while keeping fishermen on the water. Please implement
measures that incorporate ropeless gear pilot programs in order to save the right whale.

Thank you.

Sarah Sidbeck
, 33025-3533
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From: Rhonda D. Wright MD

To: Fish, Marine (FWE)
Subject: Save the Right Whale
Date: Friday, December 18, 2020 5:18:51 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts mail system. Do
not click on links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

I am writing to express my concern about the proposed regulations created to reduce entanglement risks posed to
North Atlantic right whales.

The primary causes of death for right whales are vessel strikes and entanglements: no adult or juvenile right whale
has died of natural causes in the past 17 years. The East Coast has over one million vertical lines that right whales
must navigate through in order to feed, including in our state waters. These ropes pose a direct risk to our state
marine mammal, the North Atlantic right whale.

Over 85% of right whales have been entangled at least once, and more than half of the population has been
entangled at least twice. The population, which is estimated at 366, is rapidly declining and could be extinct within
our lifetime.

Current enforced regulations require vertical buoy rope to be used when harvesting lobster. This must be revised
entirely, in order for ropeless fishing to become legal in Massachusetts.

DMF must implement a pathway for permitting ropeless gear, as the draft regulations that consider using 1700 Ib.
breakable rope for fishing lines attached to trap pots would still pose a threat to right whale calves and juveniles.

Ropeless gear has been used all over the world by fishermen in Australia, United Kingdom, Ireland, Canada and on
the West Coast. During a data analysis of over 1,000 deployments of various models, ropeless fishing gear had a
98.4 percent success rate. While federal and state regulators have been studying ropeless gear to no avail for the past
twenty years, multiple companies have worked with fishermen to manufacture gear that can be used by fishermen to
fish today.

DMF must consider ropeless gear to save North Atlantic right whales. Ropeless gear is the technology of the future
and the only long-term solution to reduce entanglements while keeping fishermen on the water. Please implement
measures that incorporate ropeless gear pilot programs in order to save the right whale.

Thank you.

Rhonda D. Wright MD
Brookhaven, GA 30319
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From: Bob Senko

To: Fish, Marine (FWE)
Subject: Save the Right Whale
Date: Friday, December 18, 2020 5:18:46 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts mail system. Do
not click on links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

I am writing to express my concern about the proposed regulations created to reduce entanglement risks posed to
North Atlantic right whales.

The primary causes of death for right whales are vessel strikes and entanglements: no adult or juvenile right whale
has died of natural causes in the past 17 years. The East Coast has over one million vertical lines that right whales
must navigate through in order to feed, including in our state waters. These ropes pose a direct risk to our state
marine mammal, the North Atlantic right whale.

Over 85% of right whales have been entangled at least once, and more than half of the population has been
entangled at least twice. The population, which is estimated at 366, is rapidly declining and could be extinct within
our lifetime.

Current enforced regulations require vertical buoy rope to be used when harvesting lobster. This must be revised
entirely, in order for ropeless fishing to become legal in Massachusetts.

DMF must implement a pathway for permitting ropeless gear, as the draft regulations that consider using 1700 Ib.
breakable rope for fishing lines attached to trap pots would still pose a threat to right whale calves and juveniles.

Ropeless gear has been used all over the world by fishermen in Australia, United Kingdom, Ireland, Canada and on
the West Coast. During a data analysis of over 1,000 deployments of various models, ropeless fishing gear had a
98.4 percent success rate. While federal and state regulators have been studying ropeless gear to no avail for the past
twenty years, multiple companies have worked with fishermen to manufacture gear that can be used by fishermen to
fish today.

DMF must consider ropeless gear to save North Atlantic right whales. Ropeless gear is the technology of the future
and the only long-term solution to reduce entanglements while keeping fishermen on the water. Please implement
measures that incorporate ropeless gear pilot programs in order to save the right whale.

Thank you.

Bob Senko
Cape Coral, FL 33993
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From: Grace Malara-Aiello

To: Fish, Marine (FWE)
Subject: Save the Right Whale
Date: Friday, December 18, 2020 5:18:36 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts mail system. Do
not click on links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

I am writing to express my concern about the proposed regulations created to reduce entanglement risks posed to
North Atlantic right whales.

The primary causes of death for right whales are vessel strikes and entanglements: no adult or juvenile right whale
has died of natural causes in the past 17 years. The East Coast has over one million vertical lines that right whales
must navigate through in order to feed, including in our state waters. These ropes pose a direct risk to our state
marine mammal, the North Atlantic right whale.

Over 85% of right whales have been entangled at least once, and more than half of the population has been
entangled at least twice. The population, which is estimated at 366, is rapidly declining and could be extinct within
our lifetime.

Current enforced regulations require vertical buoy rope to be used when harvesting lobster. This must be revised
entirely, in order for ropeless fishing to become legal in Massachusetts.

DMF must implement a pathway for permitting ropeless gear, as the draft regulations that consider using 1700 Ib.
breakable rope for fishing lines attached to trap pots would still pose a threat to right whale calves and juveniles.

Ropeless gear has been used all over the world by fishermen in Australia, United Kingdom, Ireland, Canada and on
the West Coast. During a data analysis of over 1,000 deployments of various models, ropeless fishing gear had a
98.4 percent success rate. While federal and state regulators have been studying ropeless gear to no avail for the past
twenty years, multiple companies have worked with fishermen to manufacture gear that can be used by fishermen to
fish today.

DMF must consider ropeless gear to save North Atlantic right whales. Ropeless gear is the technology of the future
and the only long-term solution to reduce entanglements while keeping fishermen on the water. Please implement
measures that incorporate ropeless gear pilot programs in order to save the right whale.

Thank you.

Grace Malara-Aiello
Middletown, NY 10940
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From: Elizabeth Watts

To: Fish, Marine (FWE)
Subject: Save the Right Whale
Date: Friday, December 18, 2020 5:18:21 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts mail system. Do
not click on links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

I am writing to express my concern about the proposed regulations created to reduce entanglement risks posed to
North Atlantic right whales.

The primary causes of death for right whales are vessel strikes and entanglements: no adult or juvenile right whale
has died of natural causes in the past 17 years. The East Coast has over one million vertical lines that right whales
must navigate through in order to feed, including in our state waters. These ropes pose a direct risk to our state
marine mammal, the North Atlantic right whale.

Over 85% of right whales have been entangled at least once, and more than half of the population has been
entangled at least twice. The population, which is estimated at 366, is rapidly declining and could be extinct within
our lifetime.

Current enforced regulations require vertical buoy rope to be used when harvesting lobster. This must be revised
entirely, in order for ropeless fishing to become legal in Massachusetts.

DMF must implement a pathway for permitting ropeless gear, as the draft regulations that consider using 1700 Ib.
breakable rope for fishing lines attached to trap pots would still pose a threat to right whale calves and juveniles.

Ropeless gear has been used all over the world by fishermen in Australia, United Kingdom, Ireland, Canada and on
the West Coast. During a data analysis of over 1,000 deployments of various models, ropeless fishing gear had a
98.4 percent success rate. While federal and state regulators have been studying ropeless gear to no avail for the past
twenty years, multiple companies have worked with fishermen to manufacture gear that can be used by fishermen to
fish today.

DMF must consider ropeless gear to save North Atlantic right whales. Ropeless gear is the technology of the future
and the only long-term solution to reduce entanglements while keeping fishermen on the water. Please implement
measures that incorporate ropeless gear pilot programs in order to save the right whale.

Thank you.

Elizabeth Watts
, 33435-8904


mailto:info@ropelessforrightwhales.com
mailto:marine.fish@mass.gov

From: Cynthia Benkert

To: Fish, Marine (FWE)
Subject: Save the Right Whale
Date: Friday, December 18, 2020 5:18:14 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts mail system. Do
not click on links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

I am writing to express my concern about the proposed regulations created to reduce entanglement risks posed to
North Atlantic right whales.

The primary causes of death for right whales are vessel strikes and entanglements: no adult or juvenile right whale
has died of natural causes in the past 17 years. The East Coast has over one million vertical lines that right whales
must navigate through in order to feed, including in our state waters. These ropes pose a direct risk to our state
marine mammal, the North Atlantic right whale.

Over 85% of right whales have been entangled at least once, and more than half of the population has been
entangled at least twice. The population, which is estimated at 366, is rapidly declining and could be extinct within
our lifetime.

Current enforced regulations require vertical buoy rope to be used when harvesting lobster. This must be revised
entirely, in order for ropeless fishing to become legal in Massachusetts.

DMF must implement a pathway for permitting ropeless gear, as the draft regulations that consider using 1700 Ib.
breakable rope for fishing lines attached to trap pots would still pose a threat to right whale calves and juveniles.

Ropeless gear has been used all over the world by fishermen in Australia, United Kingdom, Ireland, Canada and on
the West Coast. During a data analysis of over 1,000 deployments of various models, ropeless fishing gear had a
98.4 percent success rate. While federal and state regulators have been studying ropeless gear to no avail for the past
twenty years, multiple companies have worked with fishermen to manufacture gear that can be used by fishermen to
fish today.

DMF must consider ropeless gear to save North Atlantic right whales. Ropeless gear is the technology of the future
and the only long-term solution to reduce entanglements while keeping fishermen on the water. Please implement
measures that incorporate ropeless gear pilot programs in order to save the right whale.

Thank you.

Cynthia Benkert
Fort Myers, FL 33913
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From: J Santiago

To: Fish, Marine (FWE)
Subject: Save the Right Whale
Date: Friday, December 18, 2020 5:14:46 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts mail system. Do
not click on links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

I am writing to express my concern about proposed regulations to reduce entanglement risks to endangered North
Atlantic right whales.

DMF must implement a pathway for permitting ropeless gear, as the draft regulations that consider using 1700 Ib.
breakable rope for fishing lines attached to trap pots would still pose a threat to right whale calves and juveniles.

Current enforced regulations require vertical buoy rope to be used when harvesting lobster. This must be revised
entirely, in order for ropeless fishing to become legal in Massachusetts.

Ropeless gear has been used all over the world by fishermen in Australia, United Kingdom, Ireland, Canada and on
the West Coast. During a data analysis of over 1,000 deployments of various models, ropeless fishing gear had a
98.4 percent success rate. While federal and state regulators have been studying ropeless gear to no avail for the past
twenty years, multiple companies have worked with fishermen to manufacture gear that can be used by fishermen to
fish today.

DMF must consider ropeless gear to save North Atlantic right whales. Ropeless gear is the technology of the future
and the only long-term solution to reduce entanglements while keeping fishermen on the water. Please implement
measures that incorporate ropeless gear pilot programs in order to save the right whale.

The primary causes of death for right whales are ship strikes and entanglements. Not a single right whale has died of
natural causes in nearly 20 years. The East Coast has over one million vertical lines that right whales must navigate
through in order to feed, including in our state waters. These ropes pose a direct risk to our state marine mammal,
the North Atlantic right whale.

Over 85% of right whales have been entangled at least once, and more than half of the population has been
entangled twice or more. The population, which is estimated at 366, is rapidly declining. Right whales could be
extinct within our lifetime.

Let’s make sure that does not happen by making ropeless year an attractive option for fishermen.

Thank you.

J Santiago
Bedford, MA 01730
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From: A McCall

To: Fish, Marine (FWE)
Subject: Save the Right Whale
Date: Friday, December 18, 2020 5:14:42 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts mail system. Do
not click on links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

I am writing to express my concern about the proposed draft regulations created to reduce entanglement risks posed
to North Atlantic right whales.

The primary causes of death for right whales are ship strikes and entanglements: no right whale has died of natural
causes in the past 17 years. The East Coast has over one million miles of vertical lines that right whales must
navigate through in order to feed, including in our state waters. These ropes pose a direct risk to our state marine
mammal, the North Atlantic right whale.

Over 85% of right whales have been entangled at least once, and more than half of the population has been
entangled twice or more. The population, which is estimated at 366, is rapidly declining. Right whales could be
extinct within our lifetime.

Current enforced regulations require vertical buoy rope to be used when harvesting lobster. This must be revised
entirely, in order for ropeless fishing to become legal in Massachusetts.

DMF must implement a pathway for permitting ropeless gear, as the draft regulations that consider using 1700 Ib.
breakable rope for fishing lines attached to trap pots would still pose a threat to right whale calves and juveniles.

Ropeless gear has been used all over the world by fishermen in Australia, United Kingdom, Ireland, Canada and on
the West Coast. During a data analysis of over 1,000 deployments of various models, ropeless fishing gear had a
98.4 percent success rate. While federal and state regulators have been studying ropeless gear to no avail for the past
twenty years, multiple companies have worked with fishermen to manufacture gear that can be used by fishermen to
fish today.

DMF must consider ropeless gear to save North Atlantic right whales. Ropeless gear is the technology of the future
and the only long-term solution to reduce entanglements while keeping fishermen on the water. Please implement
measures that incorporate ropeless gear pilot programs in order to save the right whale.

I believe it's time to revamp the fishing industry, USA and worldwide, to try and eliminate the harmful, destructive
and inhumane methods in order to develop safer and sustainable ways to harvest ocean food animals! Please
consider the options presented by conservation groups before it's too late! Thank you!

Thank you.

A McCall
Shirley, MA 01464
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From: Bruce and Maureen DeNunzio

To: Fish, Marine (FWE)
Subject: Save the Right Whale
Date: Friday, December 18, 2020 5:14:41 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts mail system. Do
not click on links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

We are writing to express our concern about the proposed draft regulations created to reduce entanglement risks
posed to North Atlantic right whales.

The primary causes of death for right whales are ship strikes and entanglements: no right whale has died of natural
causes in the past 17 years. The East Coast has over one million vertical lines that right whales must navigate
through in order to feed, including in our state waters. These ropes pose a direct risk to our state marine mammal,
the North Atlantic right whale.

Over 85% of right whales have been entangled at least once, and more than half of the population has been
entangled twice or more. The population, which is estimated at 366, is rapidly declining. Right whales could be
extinct within our lifetime.

Current enforced regulations require vertical buoy rope to be used when harvesting lobster. This must be revised
entirely, in order for ropeless fishing to become legal in Massachusetts.

DMF must implement a pathway for permitting ropeless gear, as the draft regulations that consider using 1700 Ib.
breakable rope for fishing lines attached to trap pots would still pose a threat to right whale calves and juveniles.

Ropeless gear has been used all over the world by fishermen in Australia, United Kingdom, Ireland, Canada and on
the West Coast. During a data analysis of over 1,000 deployments of various models, ropeless fishing gear had a
98.4 percent success rate. While federal and state regulators have been studying ropeless gear to no avail for the past
twenty years, multiple companies have worked with fishermen to manufacture gear that can be used by fishermen to
fish today.

DMF must consider ropeless gear to save North Atlantic right whales. Ropeless gear is the technology of the future
and the only long-term solution to reduce entanglements while keeping fishermen on the water. Please implement
measures that incorporate ropeless gear pilot programs in order to save the right whale.

Thank you.

Bruce and Maureen DeNunzio
Stamford, CT 06902
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From: Kerry McCarthy

To: Fish, Marine (FWE)
Subject: Save the Right Whale
Date: Friday, December 18, 2020 5:12:42 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts mail system. Do
not click on links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

Please enact regulations that will actually work to help save the right whale populations. I am writing to express my
concern about the proposed regulations created to reduce entanglement risks posed to North Atlantic right whales.

The primary causes of death for right whales are vessel strikes and entanglements: no adult or juvenile right whale
has died of natural causes in the past 17 years. The East Coast has over one million vertical lines that right whales
must navigate through in order to feed, including in our state waters. These ropes pose a direct risk to our state
marine mammal, the North Atlantic right whale.

Over 85% of right whales have been entangled at least once, and more than half of the population has been
entangled at least twice. The population, which is estimated at 366, is rapidly declining and could be extinct within
our lifetime.

Current enforced regulations require vertical buoy rope to be used when harvesting lobster. This must be revised
entirely, in order for ropeless fishing to become legal in Massachusetts.

DMF must implement a pathway for permitting ropeless gear, as the draft regulations that consider using 1700 Ib.
breakable rope for fishing lines attached to trap pots would still pose a threat to right whale calves and juveniles.

Ropeless gear has been used all over the world by fishermen in Australia, United Kingdom, Ireland, Canada and on
the West Coast. During a data analysis of over 1,000 deployments of various models, ropeless fishing gear had a
98.4 percent success rate. While federal and state regulators have been studying ropeless gear to no avail for the past
twenty years, multiple companies have worked with fishermen to manufacture gear that can be used by fishermen to
fish today.

DMF must consider ropeless gear to save North Atlantic right whales. Ropeless gear is the technology of the future
and the only long-term solution to reduce entanglements while keeping fishermen on the water. Please implement
measures that incorporate ropeless gear pilot programs in order to save the right whale.

Thank you.

Kerry McCarthy
Westbrook, CT 06498
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From: Julianne Kever

To: Fish, Marine (FWE)
Subject: Save the Right Whale
Date: Friday, December 18, 2020 5:12:34 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts mail system. Do
not click on links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

As the people closest to the Northern seasonal home of the Right Whale, our state MUST show bold leadership in
saving one of the greatest marine mammals on earth, or be shamed at the lack of actual progressive methods to
intervene in the one main cause of the death and diminishing numbers of these ocean giants. PLEASE...

I am writing to express my concern about the proposed draft regulations created to reduce entanglement risks posed
to North Atlantic right whales.

The primary causes of death for right whales are ship strikes and entanglements: no right whale has died of natural
causes in the past 17 years. The East Coast has over one million vertical lines that right whales must navigate
through in order to feed, including in our state waters. These ropes pose a direct risk to our state marine mammal,
the North Atlantic right whale.

Over 85% of right whales have been entangled at least once, and more than half of the population has been
entangled twice or more. The population, which is estimated at 366, is rapidly declining. Right whales could be
extinct within our lifetime.

Current enforced regulations require vertical buoy rope to be used when harvesting lobster. This must be revised
entirely, in order for ropeless fishing to become legal in Massachusetts.

DMF must implement a pathway for permitting ropeless gear, as the draft regulations that consider using 1700 Ib.
breakable rope for fishing lines attached to trap pots would still pose a threat to right whale calves and juveniles.

Ropeless gear has been used all over the world by fishermen in Australia, United Kingdom, Ireland, Canada and on
the West Coast. During a data analysis of over 1,000 deployments of various models, ropeless fishing gear had a
98.4 percent success rate. While federal and state regulators have been studying ropeless gear to no avail for the past
twenty years, multiple companies have worked with fishermen to manufacture gear that can be used by fishermen to
fish today.

DMF must consider ropeless gear to save North Atlantic right whales. Ropeless gear is the technology of the future
and the only long-term solution to reduce entanglements while keeping fishermen on the water. Please implement
measures that incorporate ropeless gear pilot programs in order to save the right whale.

Thank you.

Julianne Kever
Nantucket, MA 02554
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From: Kenneth Drucker

To: Fish, Marine (FWE)
Subject: Save the Right Whale
Date: Friday, December 18, 2020 5:12:20 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts mail system. Do
not click on links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

I am writing to express my concern about the proposed regulations created to reduce entanglement risks posed to
North Atlantic right whales.

The primary causes of death for right whales are vessel strikes and entanglements: no adult or juvenile right whale
has died of natural causes in the past 17 years. The East Coast has over one million vertical lines that right whales
must navigate through in order to feed, including in our state waters. These ropes pose a direct risk to our state
marine mammal, the North Atlantic right whale.

Over 85% of right whales have been entangled at least once, and more than half of the population has been
entangled at least twice. The population, which is estimated at 366, is rapidly declining and could be extinct within
our lifetime.

Current enforced regulations require vertical buoy rope to be used when harvesting lobster. This must be revised
entirely, in order for ropeless fishing to become legal in Massachusetts.

DMF must implement a pathway for permitting ropeless gear, as the draft regulations that consider using 1700 Ib.
breakable rope for fishing lines attached to trap pots would still pose a threat to right whale calves and juveniles.

Ropeless gear has been used all over the world by fishermen in Australia, United Kingdom, Ireland, Canada and on
the West Coast. During a data analysis of over 1,000 deployments of various models, ropeless fishing gear had a
98.4 percent success rate. While federal and state regulators have been studying ropeless gear to no avail for the past
twenty years, multiple companies have worked with fishermen to manufacture gear that can be used by fishermen to
fish today.

DMF must consider ropeless gear to save North Atlantic right whales. Ropeless gear is the technology of the future
and the only long-term solution to reduce entanglements while keeping fishermen on the water. Please implement
measures that incorporate ropeless gear pilot programs in order to save the right whale.

Thank you. Kenneth M. Drucker
Attleboro, MA

Kenneth Drucker
Attleboro, MA 2703
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From: Slowomir and irene Przybysz

To: Fish, Marine (FWE)
Subject: Save the Right Whale
Date: Friday, December 18, 2020 5:12:20 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts mail system. Do
not click on links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

We are writing to express our concern about the proposed draft regulations created to reduce entanglement risks
posed to North Atlantic right whales.

The primary causes of death for right whales are ship strikes and entanglements: no right whale has died of natural
causes in the past 17 years. The East Coast has over one million vertical lines that right whales must navigate
through in order to feed, including in our state waters. These ropes pose a direct risk to our state marine mammal,
the North Atlantic right whale.

Over 85% of right whales have been entangled at least once, and more than half of the population has been
entangled twice or more. The population, which is estimated at 366, is rapidly declining. Right whales could be
extinct within our lifetime.

Current enforced regulations require vertical buoy rope to be used when harvesting lobster. This must be revised
entirely, in order for ropeless fishing to become legal in Massachusetts.

DMF must implement a pathway for permitting ropeless gear, as the draft regulations that consider using 1700 Ib.
breakable rope for fishing lines attached to trap pots would still pose a threat to right whale calves and juveniles.

Ropeless gear has been used all over the world by fishermen in Australia, United Kingdom, Ireland, Canada and on
the West Coast. During a data analysis of over 1,000 deployments of various models, ropeless fishing gear had a
98.4 percent success rate. While federal and state regulators have been studying ropeless gear to no avail for the past
twenty years, multiple companies have worked with fishermen to manufacture gear that can be used by fishermen to
fish today.

DMF must consider ropeless gear to save North Atlantic right whales. Ropeless gear is the technology of the future
and the only long-term solution to reduce entanglements while keeping fishermen on the water. Please implement
measures that incorporate ropeless gear pilot programs in order to save the right whale.

Thank you.

Slowomir and irene Przybysz
Wilton, CT 06897
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From: Emily Ross

To: Fish, Marine (FWE)
Subject: Save the Right Whale
Date: Friday, December 18, 2020 5:12:20 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts mail system. Do
not click on links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

I am writing to express my concern about the proposed draft regulations created to reduce entanglement risks posed
to North Atlantic right whales.

The primary causes of death for right whales are ship strikes and entanglements: no right whale has died of natural
causes in the past 17 years. The East Coast has over one million vertical lines that right whales must navigate
through in order to feed, including in our state waters. These ropes pose a direct risk to our state marine mammal,
the North Atlantic right whale.

Over 85% of right whales have been entangled at least once, and more than half of the population has been
entangled twice or more. The population, which is estimated at 366, is rapidly declining. Right whales could be
extinct within our lifetime.

Current enforced regulations require vertical buoy rope to be used when harvesting lobster. This must be revised
entirely, in order for ropeless fishing to become legal in Massachusetts.

DMF must implement a pathway for permitting ropeless gear, as the draft regulations that consider using 1700 Ib.
breakable rope for fishing lines attached to trap pots would still pose a threat to right whale calves and juveniles.

Ropeless gear has been used all over the world by fishermen in Australia, United Kingdom, Ireland, Canada and on
the West Coast. During a data analysis of over 1,000 deployments of various models, ropeless fishing gear had a
98.4 percent success rate. While federal and state regulators have been studying ropeless gear to no avail for the past
twenty years, multiple companies have worked with fishermen to manufacture gear that can be used by fishermen to
fish today.

DMF must consider ropeless gear to save North Atlantic right whales. Ropeless gear is the technology of the future
and the only long-term solution to reduce entanglements while keeping fishermen on the water. Please implement
measures that incorporate ropeless gear pilot programs in order to save the right whale.

Do Right by Right Whales! This is a no brainier.

Thank you.

Emily Ross

Emily Ross
Quincy, MA 02171
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From: Bob Butcher

To: Fish, Marine (FWE)
Subject: Save the Right Whale
Date: Friday, December 18, 2020 5:12:16 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts mail system. Do
not click on links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

Refusing to eat lobster campaign is not good for anyone! I am writing to support the efforts to save the right whales
and other marine species from entanglement deaths and harm. There has to be a more humane and efficient method
to prevent the wasteful deaths of marine species. Turtle excluders were implemented to protect marine wildlife.
Let's do something about this industry now.

The primary causes of death for right whales are ship strikes and entanglements: no right whale has died of natural
causes in the past 17 years. The East Coast has over one million vertical lines that right whales must navigate
through in order to feed, including in our state waters. These ropes pose a direct risk to our state marine mammal,
the North Atlantic right whale.

Over 85% of right whales have been entangled at least once, and more than half of the population has been
entangled twice or more. The population, which is estimated at 366, is rapidly declining. Right whales could be
extinct within our lifetime.

Current enforced regulations require vertical buoy rope to be used when harvesting lobster. This must be revised
entirely, in order for ropeless fishing to become legal in Massachusetts.

DMF must implement a pathway for permitting ropeless gear, as the draft regulations that consider using 1700 Ib.
breakable rope for fishing lines attached to trap pots would still pose a threat to right whale calves and juveniles.

Ropeless gear has been used all over the world by fishermen in Australia, United Kingdom, Ireland, Canada and on
the West Coast. During a data analysis of over 1,000 deployments of various models, ropeless fishing gear had a
98.4 percent success rate. While federal and state regulators have been studying ropeless gear to no avail for the past
twenty years, multiple companies have worked with fishermen to manufacture gear that can be used by fishermen to
fish today.

DMF must consider ropeless gear to save North Atlantic right whales. Ropeless gear is the technology of the future
and the only long-term solution to reduce entanglements while keeping fishermen on the water. Please implement
measures that incorporate ropeless gear pilot programs in order to save the right whale.

Thank you.

Bob Butcher
Falmouth, MA 02540
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From: Tony and Cindy Guarnieri

To: Fish, Marine (FWE)
Subject: Save the Right Whale
Date: Friday, December 18, 2020 5:12:11 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts mail system. Do
not click on links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

We are writing to express my concern about the proposed draft regulations created to reduce entanglement risks
posed to North Atlantic right whales.

The primary causes of death for right whales are ship strikes and entanglements: no right whale has died of natural
causes in the past 17 years. The East Coast has over one million vertical lines that right whales must navigate
through in order to feed, including in our state waters. These ropes pose a direct risk to our state marine mammal,
the North Atlantic right whale.

Over 85% of right whales have been entangled at least once, and more than half of the population has been
entangled twice or more. The population, which is estimated at 366, is rapidly declining. Right whales could be
extinct within our lifetime.

Current enforced regulations require vertical buoy rope to be used when harvesting lobster. This must be revised
entirely, in order for ropeless fishing to become legal in Massachusetts.

DMF must implement a pathway for permitting ropeless gear, as the draft regulations that consider using 1700 Ib.
breakable rope for fishing lines attached to trap pots would still pose a threat to right whale calves and juveniles.

Ropeless gear has been used all over the world by fishermen in Australia, United Kingdom, Ireland, Canada and on
the West Coast. During a data analysis of over 1,000 deployments of various models, ropeless fishing gear had a
98.4 percent success rate. While federal and state regulators have been studying ropeless gear to no avail for the past
twenty years, multiple companies have worked with fishermen to manufacture gear that can be used by fishermen to
fish today.

DMF must consider ropeless gear to save North Atlantic right whales. Ropeless gear is the technology of the future
and the only long-term solution to reduce entanglements while keeping fishermen on the water. Please implement
measures that incorporate ropeless gear pilot programs in order to save the right whale.

Thank you.

Tony and Cindy Guarnieri
Stamford, CT 06905
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From: Tom McShane

To: Fish, Marine (FWE)
Subject: Save the Right Whale
Date: Friday, December 18, 2020 4:53:08 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts mail system. Do
not click on links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

Dear Director McKiernan -

Last year I spoke in RI at a NOAA hearing about the fact that the federal government has had a unit exploring
ropeless fishing gear for over two decades now. Unfortunately their latest TRT plan and EIS still contains not a
single word about the encouragement, advancement or use of ropeless technology.

Im extremely concerned about the whales - and therefore I support your actions regarding expanding closures.
However I am also concerned , as I know you are, about preserving the lobster industry.

Ropeless fishing can be a win-win scenario.

Ropeless fishing is also totally consistent with Massachusett's' tradition of innovation and technological
advancement.

In addition to what you have already proposed I ask that you amend your current regulations that require rope to be
used for traps in Massachusetts waters - and - that you talk to the economic development agencies of the state to
find ways to promote the ropeless technology so that Massachusetts can lead the way for all states to adopt ropeless
gear technology.

Using today's GPS technology that is universal, and the acoustic technology that is employed in the four offshore
LNG ports off the coast of Gloucester, we can make this happen and in the process save a species and an important
industry.

Thank you.

I am writing to express my concern about the proposed draft regulations created to reduce entanglement risks posed
to North Atlantic right whales.

The primary causes of death for right whales are ship strikes and entanglements: no right whale has died of natural
causes in the past 17 years. The East Coast has over one million miles of vertical lines that right whales must
navigate through in order to feed, including in our state waters. These ropes pose a direct risk to our state marine
mammal, the North Atlantic right whale.

Over 85% of right whales have been entangled at least once, and more than half of the population has been
entangled twice or more. The population, which is estimated at 366, is rapidly declining. Right whales could be
extinct within our lifetime.

Current enforced regulations require vertical buoy rope to be used when harvesting lobster. This must be revised
entirely, in order for ropeless fishing to become legal in Massachusetts.

DMF must implement a pathway for permitting ropeless gear, as the draft regulations that consider using 1700 Ib.
breakable rope for fishing lines attached to trap pots would still pose a threat to right whale calves and juveniles.

Ropeless gear has been used all over the world by fishermen in Australia, United Kingdom, Ireland, Canada and on
the West Coast. During a data analysis of over 1,000 deployments of various models, ropeless fishing gear had a
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98.4 percent success rate. While federal and state regulators have been studying ropeless gear to no avail for the past
twenty years, multiple companies have worked with fishermen to manufacture gear that can be used by fishermen to
fish today.

DMF must consider ropeless gear to save North Atlantic right whales. Ropeless gear is the technology of the future

and the only long-term solution to reduce entanglements while keeping fishermen on the water. Please implement
measures that incorporate ropeless gear pilot programs in order to save the right whale.

Thank you.

Tom McShane
Mashpee, MA 2649



From: Eugene Brusin

To: Fish, Marine (FWE)
Subject: Save the Right Whale
Date: Friday, December 18, 2020 4:52:18 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts mail system. Do
not click on links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

I am writing to express my concern about the proposed draft regulations created to reduce entanglement risks posed
to North Atlantic right whales.

The primary causes of death for right whales are ship strikes and entanglements: no right whale has died of natural
causes in the past 17 years. The East Coast has over one million miles of vertical lines that right whales must
navigate through in order to feed, including in our state waters. These ropes pose a direct risk to our state marine
mammal, the North Atlantic right whale.

Over 85% of right whales have been entangled at least once, and more than half of the population has been
entangled twice or more. The population, which is estimated at 366, is rapidly declining. Right whales could be
extinct within our lifetime.

Current enforced regulations require vertical buoy rope to be used when harvesting lobster. This must be revised
entirely, in order for ropeless fishing to become legal in Massachusetts.

DMF must implement a pathway for permitting ropeless gear, as the draft regulations that consider using 1700 Ib.
breakable rope for fishing lines attached to trap pots would still pose a threat to right whale calves and juveniles.

Ropeless gear has been used all over the world by fishermen in Australia, United Kingdom, Ireland, Canada and on
the West Coast. During a data analysis of over 1,000 deployments of various models, ropeless fishing gear had a
98.4 percent success rate. While federal and state regulators have been studying ropeless gear to no avail for the past
twenty years, multiple companies have worked with fishermen to manufacture gear that can be used by fishermen to
fish today.

DMF must consider ropeless gear to save North Atlantic right whales. Ropeless gear is the technology of the future
and the only long-term solution to reduce entanglements while keeping fishermen on the water. Please implement
measures that incorporate ropeless gear pilot programs in order to save the right whale.

Let Massachusetts be a leader in saving the right Whales from man made dangers.

Thank you.

Eugene Brusin
Quincy, MA 02169
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From: nancy burger

To: Fish, Marine (FWE)
Subject: Save the Right Whale
Date: Friday, December 18, 2020 4:51:51 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts mail system. Do
not click on links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

I am writing to express my concern about the proposed draft regulations created to reduce entanglement risks posed
to North Atlantic right whales.

Although i cannot attend the meetings i would like to implore you on behalf of myself and my son to please do what
is needed!!

The primary causes of death for right whales are ship strikes and entanglements: no right whale has died of natural
causes in the past 17 years. The East Coast has over one million miles of vertical lines that right whales must
navigate through in order to feed, including in our state waters. These ropes pose a direct risk to our state marine
mammal, the North Atlantic right whale.

Over 85% of right whales have been entangled at least once, and more than half of the population has been
entangled twice or more. The population, which is estimated at 366, is rapidly declining. Right whales could be
extinct within our lifetime.

Current enforced regulations require vertical buoy rope to be used when harvesting lobster. This must be revised
entirely, in order for ropeless fishing to become legal in Massachusetts.

DMF must implement a pathway for permitting ropeless gear, as the draft regulations that consider using 1700 Ib.
breakable rope for fishing lines attached to trap pots would still pose a threat to right whale calves and juveniles.

Ropeless gear has been used all over the world by fishermen in Australia, United Kingdom, Ireland, Canada and on
the West Coast. During a data analysis of over 1,000 deployments of various models, ropeless fishing gear had a
98.4 percent success rate. While federal and state regulators have been studying ropeless gear to no avail for the past
twenty years, multiple companies have worked with fishermen to manufacture gear that can be used by fishermen to
fish today.

DMF must consider ropeless gear to save North Atlantic right whales. Ropeless gear is the technology of the future
and the only long-term solution to reduce entanglements while keeping fishermen on the water. Please implement
measures that incorporate ropeless gear pilot programs in order to save the right whale.

Thank you.

Nancy burger and Wolfgang burger

nancy burger
Haverhill, MA 01832
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From: Liam Morehead

To: Fish, Marine (FWE)
Subject: Save the Right Whale
Date: Friday, December 18, 2020 4:51:42 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts mail system. Do
not click on links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

I’m writing to express my serious concern about the proposed draft regulations created to reduce entanglement risks
posed to North Atlantic right whales.

The reasons are clear enough. But we’re at a critical point in our species’s history and it’s our responsibility as the
ones who have devastes the ecological balance of earth to clean it up. If we don’t take this more seriously, we’ll lose
right whales. And our world will never see them again.

The primary causes of death for right whales are ship strikes and entanglements: no right whale has died of natural
causes in the past 17 years. The East Coast has over one million miles of vertical lines that right whales must
navigate through in order to feed, including in our state waters. These ropes pose a direct risk to our state marine
mammal, the North Atlantic right whale.

Over 85% of right whales have been entangled at least once, and more than half of the population has been
entangled twice or more. The population, which is estimated at 366, is rapidly declining. Right whales could be
extinct within our lifetime.

Current enforced regulations require vertical buoy rope to be used when harvesting lobster. This must be revised
entirely, in order for ropeless fishing to become legal in Massachusetts.

DMF must implement a pathway for permitting ropeless gear, as the draft regulations that consider using 1700 Ib.
breakable rope for fishing lines attached to trap pots would still pose a threat to right whale calves and juveniles.

Ropeless gear has been used all over the world by fishermen in Australia, United Kingdom, Ireland, Canada and on
the West Coast. During a data analysis of over 1,000 deployments of various models, ropeless fishing gear had a
98.4 percent success rate. While federal and state regulators have been studying ropeless gear to no avail for the past
twenty years, multiple companies have worked with fishermen to manufacture gear that can be used by fishermen to
fish today.

DMF must consider ropeless gear to save North Atlantic right whales. Ropeless gear is the technology of the future
and the only long-term solution to reduce entanglements while keeping fishermen on the water. Please implement
measures that incorporate ropeless gear pilot programs in order to save the right whale.

Thank you.

Liam Morehead
Medford, MA 02155
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From: June Haggar

To: Fish, Marine (FWE)
Subject: Save the Right Whale
Date: Friday, December 18, 2020 4:51:32 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts mail system. Do
not click on links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

I am writing to express my concern about the proposed draft regulations created to reduce entanglement risks posed
to North Atlantic right whales.

The primary causes of death for right whales are ship strikes and entanglements: no right whale has died of natural
causes in the past 17 years. The East Coast has over one million miles of vertical lines that right whales must
navigate through in order to feed, including in our state waters. These ropes pose a direct risk to our state marine
mammal, the North Atlantic right whale.

Over 85% of right whales have been entangled at least once, and more than half of the population has been
entangled twice or more. The population, which is estimated at 366, is rapidly declining. Right whales could be
extinct within our lifetime.

Current enforced regulations require vertical buoy rope to be used when harvesting lobster. This must be revised
entirely, in order for ropeless fishing to become legal in Massachusetts.

DMF must implement a pathway for permitting ropeless gear, as the draft regulations that consider using 1700 Ib.
breakable rope for fishing lines attached to trap pots would still pose a threat to right whale calves and juveniles.

Ropeless gear has been used all over the world by fishermen in Australia, United Kingdom, Ireland, Canada and on
the West Coast. During a data analysis of over 1,000 deployments of various models, ropeless fishing gear had a
98.4 percent success rate. While federal and state regulators have been studying ropeless gear to no avail for the past
twenty years, multiple companies have worked with fishermen to manufacture gear that can be used by fishermen to
fish today.

DMF must consider ropeless gear to save North Atlantic right whales. Ropeless gear has been the technology of the
past 20 years so when is this going to be implemented ?It is no longer the technology of the future and the only
long-term solution to reduce entanglements while keeping fishermen on the water. Please implement measures that
incorporate ropeless gear pilot programs in order to save the right whale.

Thank you.

June Haggar
Revere, MA 02151
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From: Catherine Kroeger

To: Fish, Marine (FWE)
Subject: Save the Right Whale
Date: Friday, December 18, 2020 4:51:10 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts mail system. Do
not click on links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

I am writing to express my concern about the proposed draft regulations created to reduce entanglement risks posed
to North Atlantic right whales.

The primary causes of death for right whales are ship strikes and entanglements: no right whale has died of natural
causes in the past 17 years. The East Coast has over one million miles of vertical lines that right whales must
navigate through in order to feed, including in our state waters. These ropes pose a direct risk to our state marine
mammal, the North Atlantic right whale.

Over 85% of right whales have been entangled at least once, and more than half of the population has been
entangled twice or more. The population, which is estimated at 366, is rapidly declining. Right whales could be
extinct within our lifetime.

Current enforced regulations require vertical buoy rope to be used when harvesting lobster. This must be revised
entirely, in order for ropeless fishing to become legal in Massachusetts.

DMF must implement a pathway for permitting ropeless gear, as the draft regulations that consider using 1700 Ib.
breakable rope for fishing lines attached to trap pots would still pose a threat to right whale calves and juveniles.

Ropeless gear has been used all over the world by fishermen in Australia, United Kingdom, Ireland, Canada and on
the West Coast. During a data analysis of over 1,000 deployments of various models, ropeless fishing gear had a
98.4 percent success rate. While federal and state regulators have been studying ropeless gear to no avail for the past
twenty years, multiple companies have worked with fishermen to manufacture gear that can be used by fishermen to
fish today.

DMF must consider ropeless gear to save North Atlantic right whales. Ropeless gear is the technology of the future
and the only long-term solution to reduce entanglements while keeping fishermen on the water. Please implement
measures that incorporate ropeless gear pilot programs in order to save the right whale. This is extremely important,
and you hold the power. Please use it wisely!

Thank you.

Catherine Kroeger
Hudson, MA 01749
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From: Mary Grady

To: Fish, Marine (FWE)
Subject: Save the Right Whale
Date: Friday, December 18, 2020 4:50:29 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts mail system. Do
not click on links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

I am writing to express my concern about the proposed draft regulations created to reduce entanglement risks posed
to North Atlantic right whales.

The primary causes of death for right whales are ship strikes and entanglements: no right whale has died of natural
causes in the past 17 years. The East Coast has over one million miles of vertical lines that right whales must
navigate through in order to feed, including in our state waters. These ropes pose a direct risk to our state marine
mammal, the North Atlantic right whale.

Over 85% of right whales have been entangled at least once, and more than half of the population has been
entangled twice or more. The population, which is estimated at 366, is rapidly declining. Right whales could be
extinct within our lifetime.

Current enforced regulations require vertical buoy rope to be used when harvesting lobster. This must be revised
entirely, in order for ropeless fishing to become legal in Massachusetts.

DMF must implement a pathway for permitting ropeless gear, as the draft regulations that consider using 1700 Ib.
breakable rope for fishing lines attached to trap pots would still pose a threat to right whale calves and juveniles.

Ropeless gear has been used all over the world by fishermen in Australia, United Kingdom, Ireland, Canada and on
the West Coast. During a data analysis of over 1,000 deployments of various models, ropeless fishing gear had a
98.4 percent success rate. While federal and state regulators have been studying ropeless gear to no avail for the past
twenty years, multiple companies have worked with fishermen to manufacture gear that can be used by fishermen to
fish today.

DMF must consider ropeless gear to save North Atlantic right whales. Ropeless gear is the technology of the future
and the only long-term solution to reduce entanglements while keeping fishermen on the water. Please implement
measures that incorporate ropeless gear pilot programs in order to save the right whale.

Thank you very much for helping these majestic creatures. Mary Grady

Mary Grady
Dorchester Center, MA 2124
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From: Shawn Davis

To: Fish, Marine (FWE)
Subject: Save the Right Whale
Date: Friday, December 18, 2020 4:50:15 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts mail system. Do
not click on links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

I am writing this to hopefully advise lawmakers on the ability of ropeless fishing systems to help both fisherman and
marine life co-exist. Ropeless technology is quickly improving. Fisherman should be able to seek a special permit to
use these systems in closed areas or for testing purposes to further the development.

Thank you.

Shawn Davis
West Wareham, MA 2576
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From: John Santamaria

To: Fish, Marine (FWE)
Subject: Save the Right Whale
Date: Friday, December 18, 2020 4:49:52 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts mail system. Do
not click on links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

This is urgent. There are only 360 North Atlantic Right Whales left in existence. Entanglement is the leading cause
of death for these magnificent creatures.

Do away with the ropes!

I am writing to express my concern about the proposed draft regulations created to reduce entanglement risks posed
to North Atlantic right whales.

The primary causes of death for right whales are ship strikes and entanglements: no right whale has died of natural
causes in the past 17 years. The East Coast has over one million miles of vertical lines that right whales must
navigate through in order to feed, including in our state waters. These ropes pose a direct risk to our state marine
mammal, the North Atlantic right whale.

Over 85% of right whales have been entangled at least once, and more than half of the population has been
entangled twice or more. The population, which is estimated at 366, is rapidly declining. Right whales could be
extinct within our lifetime.

Current enforced regulations require vertical buoy rope to be used when harvesting lobster. This must be revised
entirely, in order for ropeless fishing to become legal in Massachusetts.

DMF must implement a pathway for permitting ropeless gear, as the draft regulations that consider using 1700 1b.
breakable rope for fishing lines attached to trap pots would still pose a threat to right whale calves and juveniles.

Ropeless gear has been used all over the world by fishermen in Australia, United Kingdom, Ireland, Canada and on
the West Coast. During a data analysis of over 1,000 deployments of various models, ropeless fishing gear had a
98.4 percent success rate. While federal and state regulators have been studying ropeless gear to no avail for the past
twenty years, multiple companies have worked with fishermen to manufacture gear that can be used by fishermen to
fish today.

DMF must consider ropeless gear to save North Atlantic right whales. Ropeless gear is the technology of the future
and the only long-term solution to reduce entanglements while keeping fishermen on the water. Please implement
measures that incorporate ropeless gear pilot programs in order to save the right whale.

Thank you.

John Santamaria
Stoneham, MA 02180
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From: Fred Nothnagel

To: Fish, Marine (FWE)
Subject: Save the Right Whale
Date: Friday, December 18, 2020 4:49:41 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts mail system. Do
not click on links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

I am writing to express my concern about the proposed draft regulations created to reduce entanglement risks posed
to North Atlantic right whales.

The primary causes of death for right whales are ship strikes and entanglements: no right whale has died of natural
causes in the past 17 years. The East Coast has over one million miles of vertical lines that right whales must
navigate through in order to feed, including in our state waters. These ropes pose a direct risk to our state marine
mammal, the huge and beautiful North Atlantic right whale.

Over 85% of right whales have been entangled at least once, and more than half of the population has been
entangled twice or more. The population, which is estimated at 366, is rapidly declining. Right whales could be
extinct within our lifetime. THIS MUST NOT HAPPEN!

Current enforced regulations require vertical buoy rope to be used when harvesting lobster. This must be revised
entirely, in order for ropeless fishing to become legal in Massachusetts.

DMF must implement a pathway for permitting ropeless gear, as the draft regulations that consider using 1700 Ib.
breakable rope for fishing lines attached to trap pots would still pose a threat to right whale calves and juveniles.

Ropeless gear has been used all over the world by fishermen in Australia, United Kingdom, Ireland, Canada and on
the West Coast. During a data analysis of over 1,000 deployments of various models, ropeless fishing gear had a
98.4 percent success rate. While federal and state regulators have been studying ropeless gear to no avail for the past
twenty years, multiple companies have worked with fishermen to manufacture gear that can be used by fishermen to
fish today.

DMF must consider ropeless gear to save North Atlantic right whales. Ropeless gear is the technology of the future
and the only long-term solution to reduce entanglements while keeping fishermen on the water. Please implement
measures that incorporate ropeless gear pilot programs in order to save the right whale.

Thank you.

Fred Nothnagel
North Andover, MA 01845
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From: Betsy Smith

To: Fish, Marine (FWE)
Subject: Save the Right Whale
Date: Friday, December 18, 2020 4:49:01 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts mail system. Do
not click on links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

Living on the Cape, every summer we take visitors on whale watches. These magnificent creatures are imperiled,
and it is through the fault of human activity. We must do our part to keep this ever-dwindling population healthy by
mandating ropeless fishing gear which can help solve the problem of right whale entanglements

Consequently, I am writing to express my concern about the proposed draft regulations created to reduce
entanglement risks posed to North Atlantic right whales.

The primary causes of death for right whales are ship strikes and entanglements: no right whale has died of natural
causes in the past 17 years. The East Coast has over one million miles of vertical lines that right whales must
navigate through in order to feed, including in our state waters. These ropes pose a direct risk to our state marine
mammal, the North Atlantic right whale.

Over 85% of right whales have been entangled at least once, and more than half of the population has been
entangled twice or more. The population, which is estimated at 366, is rapidly declining. Right whales could be
extinct within our lifetime.

Current enforced regulations require vertical buoy rope to be used when harvesting lobster. This must be revised
entirely, in order for ropeless fishing to become legal in Massachusetts.

DMF must implement a pathway for permitting ropeless gear, as the draft regulations that consider using 1700 Ib.
breakable rope for fishing lines attached to trap pots would still pose a threat to right whale calves and juveniles.

Ropeless gear has been used all over the world by fishermen in Australia, United Kingdom, Ireland, Canada and on
the West Coast. During a data analysis of over 1,000 deployments of various models, ropeless fishing gear had a
98.4 percent success rate. While federal and state regulators have been studying ropeless gear to no avail for the past
twenty years, multiple companies have worked with fishermen to manufacture gear that can be used by fishermen to
fish today.

DMF must consider ropeless gear to save North Atlantic right whales. Ropeless gear is the technology of the future
and the only long-term solution to reduce entanglements while keeping fishermen on the water. Please implement
measures that incorporate ropeless gear pilot programs in order to save the right whale.

Thank you.

Betsy Smith
Centerville, MA 02632
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From: Maressa Bonanno

To: Fish, Marine (FWE)
Subject: Save the Right Whale
Date: Friday, December 18, 2020 4:48:38 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts mail system. Do
not click on links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

I am writing to express my grave concern about the proposed draft regulations created to reduce entanglement risks
posed to North Atlantic right whales.

The primary causes of death for right whales are ship strikes and entanglements: no right whale has died of natural
causes in the past 17 years. The East Coast has over one million miles of vertical lines that right whales must
navigate through in order to feed, including in our state waters.

Over 85% of right whales have been entangled at least once, and more than half of the population has been
entangled twice or more. The population, which is estimated at 366, is rapidly declining. Right whales could be
extinct within our lifetime.

Current enforced regulations require vertical buoy rope to be used when harvesting lobster. This must be revised
entirely, in order for ropeless fishing to become legal in Massachusetts.

DMF must implement a pathway for permitting ropeless gear, as the draft regulations that consider using 1700 Ib.
breakable rope for fishing lines attached to trap pots would still pose a threat to right whale calves and juveniles.

Ropeless gear has been used all over the world by fishermen in Australia, United Kingdom, Ireland, Canada and on
the West Coast. During a data analysis of over 1,000 deployments of various models, ropeless fishing gear had a
98.4 percent success rate. While federal and state regulators have been studying ropeless gear to no avail for the past
twenty years, multiple companies have worked with fishermen to manufacture gear that can be used by fishermen to
fish today.

DMF must consider ropeless gear to save North Atlantic right whales. Ropeless gear is the technology of the future
and the only long-term solution to reduce entanglements while keeping fishermen on the water. Please implement

measures that incorporate ropeless gear pilot programs in order to save the right whale.

Thank you for your time. I truly hope you’ll push to implement ropeless gear in order to protect the North Atlantic
right whale. There’s no reason why this beautiful animal should go extinct!

Sincerely,
Maressa

Maressa Bonanno
Hanson, MA 02341
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From: Kirby Carter

To: Fish, Marine (FWE)
Subject: Save the Right Whale
Date: Friday, December 18, 2020 4:48:13 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts mail system. Do
not click on links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

I believe that it would be a grave injustice if the DMF passed regulations for North Atlantic right whales that fail to
include the development and implementation of ropeless gear technology. This is the only proven method that
drastically reduces right whale entanglement while posing no threat to the lobster industry by replacing the need for
seasonal fishery closures. I hope that you will see the obvious and dire need to include ropeless gear in any
regulations regarding North Atlantic right whales. Thank you

Kirby Carter
Alexandria, VA 22314
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From: Pam Hays

To: Fish, Marine (FWE)
Subject: Save the Right Whale
Date: Friday, December 18, 2020 4:48:08 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts mail system. Do
not click on links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

I am writing to express my concern about the proposed draft regulations created to reduce entanglement risks posed
to North Atlantic right whales.

Right whales have been dying at an alarming pace in the past years, and there are not that many of them left. 1
encourage you to take any action you can to try to save them now. In a few years it may be too late.

The primary causes of death for right whales are ship strikes and entanglements: no right whale has died of natural
causes in the past 17 years. The East Coast has over one million miles of vertical lines that right whales must
navigate through in order to feed, including in our state waters. These ropes pose a direct risk to our state marine
mammal, the North Atlantic right whale.

Over 85% of right whales have been entangled at least once, and more than half of the population has been
entangled twice or more. The population, which is estimated at 366, is rapidly declining. Right whales could be
extinct within our lifetime.

Current enforced regulations require vertical buoy rope to be used when harvesting lobster. This must be revised
entirely, in order for ropeless fishing to become legal in Massachusetts.

DMF must implement a pathway for permitting ropeless gear, as the draft regulations that consider using 1700 Ib.
breakable rope for fishing lines attached to trap pots would still pose a threat to right whale calves and juveniles.

Ropeless gear has been used all over the world by fishermen in Australia, United Kingdom, Ireland, Canada and on
the West Coast. During a data analysis of over 1,000 deployments of various models, ropeless fishing gear had a
98.4 percent success rate. While federal and state regulators have been studying ropeless gear to no avail for the past
twenty years, multiple companies have worked with fishermen to manufacture gear that can be used by fishermen to
fish today.

DMF must consider ropeless gear to save North Atlantic right whales. Ropeless gear is the technology of the future
and the only long-term solution to reduce entanglements while keeping fishermen on the water. Please implement
measures that incorporate ropeless gear pilot programs in order to save the right whale.

Thank you.

Pam Hays
Littleton, MA 01460
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From: Matt Richardson

To: Fish, Marine (FWE)
Subject: Save the Right Whale
Date: Friday, December 18, 2020 4:47:28 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts mail system. Do
not click on links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

I am writing to you bc this is very important to me. We need to do more to protect the North Atlantic right whales
just like we need to do more to protect biodiversity. We are loosing whales, salmon, orcas, ... the list goes on. We
need stronger regulation to do more than protect. We need regulations to allow populations to recover.

I am concerned about the proposed draft regulations created to reduce entanglement risks posed to North Atlantic
right whales.

The primary causes of death for right whales are ship strikes and entanglements: no right whale has died of natural
causes in the past 17 years. The East Coast has over one million miles of vertical lines that right whales must
navigate through in order to feed, including in our state waters. These ropes pose a direct risk to our state marine
mammal, the North Atlantic right whale.

Over 85% of right whales have been entangled at least once, and more than half of the population has been
entangled twice or more. The population, which is estimated at 366, is rapidly declining. Right whales could be
extinct within our lifetime.

Current enforced regulations require vertical buoy rope to be used when harvesting lobster. This must be revised
entirely, in order for ropeless fishing to become legal in Massachusetts.

DMF must implement a pathway for permitting ropeless gear, as the draft regulations that consider using 1700 Ib.
breakable rope for fishing lines attached to trap pots would still pose a threat to right whale calves and juveniles.

Ropeless gear has been used all over the world by fishermen in Australia, United Kingdom, Ireland, Canada and on
the West Coast. During a data analysis of over 1,000 deployments of various models, ropeless fishing gear had a
98.4 percent success rate. While federal and state regulators have been studying ropeless gear to no avail for the past
twenty years, multiple companies have worked with fishermen to manufacture gear that can be used by fishermen to
fish today.

DMF must consider ropeless gear to save North Atlantic right whales. Ropeless gear is the technology of the future
and the only long-term solution to reduce entanglements while keeping fishermen on the water. Please implement
measures that incorporate ropeless gear pilot programs in order to save the right whale.

Thank you.

Matt Richardson
San Francisco, CA 94123
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From: Tracy Michalski

To: Fish, Marine (FWE)
Subject: Save the Right Whale
Date: Friday, December 18, 2020 4:47:11 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts mail system. Do
not click on links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

I don’t see how the DMF could omit the potential for ropeless gear technology in drafting regulations to protect the
North Atlantic right whales. Other countries such as Canada, have been using ropeless gear technology and has seen
its success. The right whales are dying at an alarming rate and I fear we could see their extinction in my lifetime
should we fail to implement sufficient protective measures. I hope you will implement a pilot program that
showcases ropeless gear. Thank you.

Tracy Michalski
Chestnut Hill, MA 02467
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From: Brenda Palmer

To: Fish, Marine (FWE)
Subject: Save the Right Whale
Date: Friday, December 18, 2020 4:46:43 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts mail system. Do
not click on links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

I am writing to express my concern about the proposed regulations created to reduce entanglement risks posed to
North Atlantic right whales.

The primary causes of death for right whales are vessel strikes and entanglements: no adult or juvenile right whale
has died of natural causes in the past 17 years. The East Coast has over one million vertical lines that right whales
must navigate through in order to feed, including in our state waters. These ropes pose a direct risk to our state
marine mammal, the North Atlantic right whale.

Over 85% of right whales have been entangled at least once, and more than half of the population has been
entangled at least twice. The population, which is estimated at 366, is rapidly declining and could be extinct within
our lifetime.

Current enforced regulations require vertical buoy rope to be used when harvesting lobster. This must be revised
entirely, in order for ropeless fishing to become legal in Massachusetts.

DMF must implement a pathway for permitting ropeless gear, as the draft regulations that consider using 1700 Ib.
breakable rope for fishing lines attached to trap pots would still pose a threat to right whale calves and juveniles.

Ropeless gear has been used all over the world by fishermen in Australia, United Kingdom, Ireland, Canada and on
the West Coast. During a data analysis of over 1,000 deployments of various models, ropeless fishing gear had a
98.4 percent success rate. While federal and state regulators have been studying ropeless gear to no avail for the past
twenty years, multiple companies have worked with fishermen to manufacture gear that can be used by fishermen to
fish today.

DMF must consider ropeless gear to save North Atlantic right whales. Ropeless gear is the technology of the future
and the only long-term solution to reduce entanglements while keeping fishermen on the water. Please implement
measures that incorporate ropeless gear pilot programs in order to save the right whale.

Thank you.

Brenda Palmer
San Diego, CA 92120
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From: Denise Siele

To: Fish, Marine (FWE)
Subject: Save the Right Whale
Date: Friday, December 18, 2020 4:46:23 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts mail system. Do
not click on links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

I am writing to express my concern about the proposed regulations created to reduce entanglement risks posed to
North Atlantic right whales.

The primary causes of death for right whales are vessel strikes and entanglements: no adult or juvenile right whale
has died of natural causes in the past 17 years. The East Coast has over one million vertical lines that right whales
must navigate through in order to feed, including in our state waters. These ropes pose a direct risk to our state
marine mammal, the North Atlantic right whale.

Over 85% of right whales have been entangled at least once, and more than half of the population has been
entangled at least twice. The population, which is estimated at 366, is rapidly declining and could be extinct within
our lifetime.

Current enforced regulations require vertical buoy rope to be used when harvesting lobster. This must be revised
entirely, in order for ropeless fishing to become legal in Massachusetts.

DMF must implement a pathway for permitting ropeless gear, as the draft regulations that consider using 1700 Ib.
breakable rope for fishing lines attached to trap pots would still pose a threat to right whale calves and juveniles.

Ropeless gear has been used all over the world by fishermen in Australia, United Kingdom, Ireland, Canada and on
the West Coast. During a data analysis of over 1,000 deployments of various models, ropeless fishing gear had a
98.4 percent success rate. While federal and state regulators have been studying ropeless gear to no avail for the past
twenty years, multiple companies have worked with fishermen to manufacture gear that can be used by fishermen to
fish today.

DMF must consider ropeless gear to save North Atlantic right whales. Ropeless gear is the technology of the future
and the only long-term solution to reduce entanglements while keeping fishermen on the water. Please implement
measures that incorporate ropeless gear pilot programs in order to save the right whale.

Thank you.

Denise Siele
Boca Raton, FL 33428
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From: Bonnie Fiegel

To: Fish, Marine (FWE)
Subject: Save the Right Whale
Date: Friday, December 18, 2020 4:46:05 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts mail system. Do
not click on links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

I am writing to express my concern about the proposed regulations created to reduce entanglement risks posed to
North Atlantic right whales.

The primary causes of death for right whales are vessel strikes and entanglements: no adult or juvenile right whale
has died of natural causes in the past 17 years. The East Coast has over one million vertical lines that right whales
must navigate through in order to feed, including in our state waters. These ropes pose a direct risk to our state
marine mammal, the North Atlantic right whale.

Over 85% of right whales have been entangled at least once, and more than half of the population has been
entangled at least twice. The population, which is estimated at 366, is rapidly declining and could be extinct within
our lifetime.

Current enforced regulations require vertical buoy rope to be used when harvesting lobster. This must be revised
entirely, in order for ropeless fishing to become legal in Massachusetts.

DMF must implement a pathway for permitting ropeless gear, as the draft regulations that consider using 1700 Ib.
breakable rope for fishing lines attached to trap pots would still pose a threat to right whale calves and juveniles.

Ropeless gear has been used all over the world by fishermen in Australia, United Kingdom, Ireland, Canada and on
the West Coast. During a data analysis of over 1,000 deployments of various models, ropeless fishing gear had a
98.4 percent success rate. While federal and state regulators have been studying ropeless gear to no avail for the past
twenty years, multiple companies have worked with fishermen to manufacture gear that can be used by fishermen to
fish today.

DMF must consider ropeless gear to save North Atlantic right whales. Ropeless gear is the technology of the future
and the only long-term solution to reduce entanglements while keeping fishermen on the water. Please implement
measures that incorporate ropeless gear pilot programs in order to save the right whale.

Thank you.

Bonnie Fiegel
Seminole, FL 33772
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From: Susan Ponchot

To: Fish, Marine (FWE)
Subject: Save the Right Whale
Date: Friday, December 18, 2020 4:45:55 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts mail system. Do
not click on links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

I am writing to express my concern about the proposed regulations created to reduce entanglement risks posed to
North Atlantic right whales.

The primary causes of death for right whales are vessel strikes and entanglements: no adult or juvenile right whale
has died of natural causes in the past 17 years. The East Coast has over one million vertical lines that right whales
must navigate through in order to feed, including in our state waters. These ropes pose a direct risk to our state
marine mammal, the North Atlantic right whale.

Over 85% of right whales have been entangled at least once, and more than half of the population has been
entangled at least twice. The population, which is estimated at 366, is rapidly declining and could be extinct within
our lifetime.

Current enforced regulations require vertical buoy rope to be used when harvesting lobster. This must be revised
entirely, in order for ropeless fishing to become legal in Massachusetts.

DMF must implement a pathway for permitting ropeless gear, as the draft regulations that consider using 1700 Ib.
breakable rope for fishing lines attached to trap pots would still pose a threat to right whale calves and juveniles.

Ropeless gear has been used all over the world by fishermen in Australia, United Kingdom, Ireland, Canada and on
the West Coast. During a data analysis of over 1,000 deployments of various models, ropeless fishing gear had a
98.4 percent success rate. While federal and state regulators have been studying ropeless gear to no avail for the past
twenty years, multiple companies have worked with fishermen to manufacture gear that can be used by fishermen to
fish today.

DMF must consider ropeless gear to save North Atlantic right whales. Ropeless gear is the technology of the future
and the only long-term solution to reduce entanglements while keeping fishermen on the water. Please implement
measures that incorporate ropeless gear pilot programs in order to save the right whale.

Thank you.

Susan Ponchot
Sunrise, FL 33351
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From: Christine Farrugia

To: Fish, Marine (FWE)
Subject: Save the Right Whale
Date: Friday, December 18, 2020 4:45:51 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts mail system. Do
not click on links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

I am writing to express my concern about the proposed regulations created to reduce entanglement risks posed to
North Atlantic right whales.

The primary causes of death for right whales are vessel strikes and entanglements: no adult or juvenile right whale
has died of natural causes in the past 17 years. The East Coast has over one million vertical lines that right whales
must navigate through in order to feed, including in our state waters. These ropes pose a direct risk to our state
marine mammal, the North Atlantic right whale.

Over 85% of right whales have been entangled at least once, and more than half of the population has been
entangled at least twice. The population, which is estimated at 366, is rapidly declining and could be extinct within
our lifetime.

Current enforced regulations require vertical buoy rope to be used when harvesting lobster. This must be revised
entirely, in order for ropeless fishing to become legal in Massachusetts.

DMF must implement a pathway for permitting ropeless gear, as the draft regulations that consider using 1700 Ib.
breakable rope for fishing lines attached to trap pots would still pose a threat to right whale calves and juveniles.

Ropeless gear has been used all over the world by fishermen in Australia, United Kingdom, Ireland, Canada and on
the West Coast. During a data analysis of over 1,000 deployments of various models, ropeless fishing gear had a
98.4 percent success rate. While federal and state regulators have been studying ropeless gear to no avail for the past
twenty years, multiple companies have worked with fishermen to manufacture gear that can be used by fishermen to
fish today.

DMF must consider ropeless gear to save North Atlantic right whales. Ropeless gear is the technology of the future
and the only long-term solution to reduce entanglements while keeping fishermen on the water. Please implement
measures that incorporate ropeless gear pilot programs in order to save the right whale.

Thank you.

Christine Farrugia
Kissimmee, FL 34759
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From: Niles Busler

To: Fish, Marine (FWE)
Subject: Save the Right Whale
Date: Friday, December 18, 2020 4:45:39 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts mail system. Do
not click on links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

I am writing to express my concern about the proposed regulations created to reduce entanglement risks posed to
North Atlantic right whales.

The primary causes of death for right whales are vessel strikes and entanglements: no adult or juvenile right whale
has died of natural causes in the past 17 years. The East Coast has over one million vertical lines that right whales
must navigate through in order to feed, including in our state waters. These ropes pose a direct risk to our state
marine mammal, the North Atlantic right whale.

Over 85% of right whales have been entangled at least once, and more than half of the population has been
entangled at least twice. The population, which is estimated at 366, is rapidly declining and could be extinct within
our lifetime.

Current enforced regulations require vertical buoy rope to be used when harvesting lobster. This must be revised
entirely, in order for ropeless fishing to become legal in Massachusetts.

DMF must implement a pathway for permitting ropeless gear, as the draft regulations that consider using 1700 Ib.
breakable rope for fishing lines attached to trap pots would still pose a threat to right whale calves and juveniles.

Ropeless gear has been used all over the world by fishermen in Australia, United Kingdom, Ireland, Canada and on
the West Coast. During a data analysis of over 1,000 deployments of various models, ropeless fishing gear had a
98.4 percent success rate. While federal and state regulators have been studying ropeless gear to no avail for the past
twenty years, multiple companies have worked with fishermen to manufacture gear that can be used by fishermen to
fish today.

DMF must consider ropeless gear to save North Atlantic right whales. Ropeless gear is the technology of the future
and the only long-term solution to reduce entanglements while keeping fishermen on the water. Please implement

measures that incorporate ropeless gear pilot programs in order to save the right whale.

The future of so many and so much depend on what we do now. Please don't kick the can down the road. Please pass
the Right law now to take care of their future.

Thank you.

Niles Busler
Townsend, MA 01469
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From: Quinn Lewis

To: Fish, Marine (FWE)
Subject: Save the Right Whale
Date: Friday, December 18, 2020 4:44:27 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts mail system. Do
not click on links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

I was horrified to learn there are only 366 North Atlantic right whales left in the world. With entanglement being a
lead cause of death for right whales, I am troubled with how the DMF could draft regulations to protect right whales
without including the potential of ropeless gear technology. Ropeless gear has proven extremely effective in
reducing the risk of entanglement for right whales and will pose no risk to the lobster industry (like seasonal
closures does).

I hope you will consider ropeless gear when drafting these new regulations because frankly, the right whales do not
have time for inaction.

Quinn Lewis
Great Falls, VA 22066
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From: Cie Simurro

To: Fish, Marine (FWE)
Subject: Save the Right Whale
Date: Friday, December 18, 2020 4:44:11 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts mail system. Do
not click on links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

It's high time we learn to live in peace with the natural world.
I am writing to express my concern about the proposed draft regulations created to reduce entanglement risks posed
to North Atlantic right whales.

The primary causes of death for right whales are ship strikes and entanglements: no right whale has died of natural
causes in the past 17 years. The East Coast has over one million miles of vertical lines that right whales must
navigate through in order to feed, including in our state waters. These ropes pose a direct risk to our state marine
mammal, the North Atlantic right whale.

Over 85% of right whales have been entangled at least once, and more than half of the population has been
entangled twice or more. The population, which is estimated at 366, is rapidly declining. Right whales could be
extinct within our lifetime.

Current enforced regulations require vertical buoy rope to be used when harvesting lobster. This must be revised
entirely, in order for ropeless fishing to become legal in Massachusetts.

DMF must implement a pathway for permitting ropeless gear, as the draft regulations that consider using 1700 Ib.
breakable rope for fishing lines attached to trap pots would still pose a threat to right whale calves and juveniles.

Ropeless gear has been used all over the world by fishermen in Australia, United Kingdom, Ireland, Canada and on
the West Coast. During a data analysis of over 1,000 deployments of various models, ropeless fishing gear had a
98.4 percent success rate. While federal and state regulators have been studying ropeless gear to no avail for the past
twenty years, multiple companies have worked with fishermen to manufacture gear that can be used by fishermen to
fish today.

DMF must consider ropeless gear to save North Atlantic right whales. Ropeless gear is the technology of the future
and the only long-term solution to reduce entanglements while keeping fishermen on the water. Please implement
measures that incorporate ropeless gear pilot programs in order to save the right whale.

Thank you.

Cie Simurro
Buckland, MA 01338
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From: Floyd Smith

To: Fish, Marine (FWE)
Subject: Save the Right Whale
Date: Friday, December 18, 2020 4:43:59 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts mail system. Do
not click on links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

I am writing to express my concern about the proposed draft regulations created to reduce entanglement risks posed
to North Atlantic right whales.

Speed limits for shipping work can reduce collisions.
Accurate surveillance of all shipping and whales is crucial.

Please consider reducing the number of vertical lines and buoys in the water. Fishers can set longer strings of traps
on the bottom and use just ONE buoy and vertical line. 20 traps on a string instead of 3 or singles for example. It is
the overabundance of lines rising from the bottom that entangle the 2 whales. Lines concentrated in "patches" would
be easier for whales to avoid and would leave more open water for them to feed and migrate. Increased surveillance
will better identify their "grounds" which should be clear of traffic and fishing gear.Sonic pulse generators tuned to
whale hearing frequencies could warn right whales of gear concentrations too.

Some ideas for actions. Think again. Fishers do not own the seas and all in it.They have to share again.

Do much more to clear water for these whales before they are all killed.

The primary causes of death for right whales are ship strikes and entanglements: no right whale has died of natural
causes in the past 17 years. The East Coast has over one million vertical lines that right whales must navigate
through in order to feed, including in our state waters. These ropes pose a direct risk to our state marine mammal,
the North Atlantic right whale.

Floyd Smith
Leverett, MA 01054
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From: Judith Rakowsky

To: Fish, Marine (FWE)
Subject: Save the Right Whale
Date: Friday, December 18, 2020 4:43:44 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts mail system. Do
not click on links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

I have had a Right Whale license plate for decades, telling everyone on the road we should be doing more to save
them. But insufficient action has been taken to save these endangered amazing mammals. We have the chance to do
something about it. I am very concerned about the proposed draft regulations created to reduce entanglement risks
posed to North Atlantic right whales.

The primary causes of death for right whales are ship strikes and entanglements: no right whale has died of natural
causes in the past 17 years. The East Coast has over one million miles of vertical lines that right whales must
navigate through in order to feed, including in our state waters. These ropes pose a direct risk to our state marine
mammal, the North Atlantic right whale.

Over 85% of right whales have been entangled at least once, and more than half of the population has been
entangled twice or more. The population, which is estimated at 366, is rapidly declining. Right whales could be
extinct within our lifetime.

Current enforced regulations require vertical buoy rope to be used when harvesting lobster. This must be revised
entirely, in order for ropeless fishing to become legal in Massachusetts.

DMF must implement a pathway for permitting ropeless gear, as the draft regulations that consider using 1700 Ib.
breakable rope for fishing lines attached to trap pots would still pose a threat to right whale calves and juveniles.

Ropeless gear has been used all over the world by fishermen in Australia, United Kingdom, Ireland, Canada and on
the West Coast. During a data analysis of over 1,000 deployments of various models, ropeless fishing gear had a
98.4 percent success rate. While federal and state regulators have been studying ropeless gear to no avail for the past
twenty years, multiple companies have worked with fishermen to manufacture gear that can be used by fishermen to
fish today.

DMF must consider ropeless gear to save North Atlantic right whales. Ropeless gear is the technology of the future
and the only long-term solution to reduce entanglements while keeping fishermen on the water. Please implement
measures that incorporate ropeless gear pilot programs in order to save the right whale.

Thank you.

Judith Rakowsky
Cambridge, MA 2140
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From: Justine Ross

To: Fish, Marine (FWE)
Subject: Save the Right Whale
Date: Friday, December 18, 2020 4:42:59 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts mail system. Do
not click on links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

Thank you for taking my comments.

If we are to prevent extinction of the magnificent right whale within a generation, it is time that we abandon the
destructive fishing practices of the past and join with others around the world who are using ropeless fishing gear to
harvest lobsters. Action must be taken now to avoid a catastrophe.

For the right whale, navigation through the hundreds, if not thousands, of vertical fishing lines off the coast of
Massachusetts is comparable to you or me crossing 1-93 in downtown Boston at rush-hour (even during the current
COVID Pandemic!) We wouldn't stand a chance, and they don't either. With so few right whales living on the
planet, their lives cannot be squandered.

The proposed draft regulations that were created to reduce entanglement risks posed to North Atlantic right whales
are of concern to me.

The primary causes of death for right whales are ship strikes and entanglements: no right whale has died of natural
causes in the past 17 years. The East Coast has over one million vertical lines that right whales must navigate
through in order to feed, including in our state waters. These ropes pose a direct risk to our state marine mammal,
the North Atlantic right whale.

Over 85% of right whales have been entangled at least once, and more than half of the population has been
entangled twice or more. The population, which is estimated at 366, is rapidly declining. Right whales could be
extinct within our lifetime.

Current enforced regulations require vertical buoy rope to be used when harvesting lobster. This must be revised
entirely, in order for ropeless fishing to become legal in Massachusetts.

DMF must implement a pathway for permitting ropeless gear, as the draft regulations that consider using 1700 1b.
breakable rope for fishing lines attached to trap pots would still pose a threat to right whale calves and juveniles.

Ropeless gear has been used all over the world by fishermen in Australia, United Kingdom, Ireland, Canada and on
the West Coast. During a data analysis of over 1,000 deployments of various models, ropeless fishing gear had a
98.4 percent success rate. While federal and state regulators have been studying ropeless gear to no avail for the past
twenty years, multiple companies have worked with fishermen to manufacture gear that can be used by fishermen to
fish today.

DMF must consider ropeless gear to save North Atlantic right whales. Ropeless gear is the technology of the future
and the only long-term solution to reduce entanglements while keeping fishermen on the water. Please implement
measures that incorporate ropeless gear pilot programs in order to save the right whale.

Thank you.

Justine Ross
North Andover, MA 01845
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From: Kathy Branagan

To: Fish, Marine (FWE)
Subject: Save the Right Whale
Date: Friday, December 18, 2020 4:42:17 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts mail system. Do
not click on links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

I am writing to express my concern about the proposed draft regulations created to reduce entanglement risks posed
to North Atlantic right whales.

The primary causes of death for right whales are ship strikes and entanglements: no right whale has died of natural
causes in the past 17 years. The East Coast has over one million vertical lines that right whales must navigate
through in order to feed, including in our state waters. These ropes pose a direct risk to our state marine mammal,
the North Atlantic right whale.

Over 85% of right whales have been entangled at least once, and more than half of the population has been
entangled twice or more. The population, which is estimated at 366, is rapidly declining. Right whales could be
extinct within our lifetime.

Current enforced regulations require vertical buoy rope to be used when harvesting lobster. This must be revised
entirely, in order for ropeless fishing to become legal in Massachusetts.

DMF must implement a pathway for permitting ropeless gear, as the draft regulations that consider using 1700 Ib.
breakable rope for fishing lines attached to trap pots would still pose a threat to right whale calves and juveniles.

Ropeless gear has been used all over the world by fishermen in Australia, United Kingdom, Ireland, Canada and on
the West Coast. During a data analysis of over 1,000 deployments of various models, ropeless fishing gear had a
98.4 percent success rate. While federal and state regulators have been studying ropeless gear to no avail for the past
twenty years, multiple companies have worked with fishermen to manufacture gear that can be used by fishermen to
fish today.

DMF must consider ropeless gear to save North Atlantic right whales. Ropeless gear is the technology of the future
and the only long-term solution to reduce entanglements while keeping fishermen on the water. Please implement

measures that incorporate ropeless gear pilot programs in order to save the right whale.

It is not acceptable that todays DMF becomes the group that allowed the right whale to go extinct. It is not
acceptable that todays DMF allows right whales to go extinct.

Please require ropeless gear now to prevent the permanent extinction of right whales.
Thank you.
Kathy Branagan

Kathy Branagan
Natick, MA 01760
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From: Kimberly Gilman

To: Fish, Marine (FWE)
Subject: Save the Right Whale
Date: Friday, December 18, 2020 4:42:13 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts mail system. Do
not click on links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

I am writing to express my concern about the proposed draft regulations created to reduce entanglement risks posed
to North Atlantic right whales. How can you allow the senseless and needless killing of creatures when a solution is
available through ropeless gear??

The primary causes of death for right whales are ship strikes and entanglements: no right whale has died of natural
causes in the past 17 years.

Over 85% of right whales have been entangled at least once, and more than half of the population has been
entangled twice or more. The population, which is estimated at 366, is rapidly declining. Right whales could be
extinct within our lifetime.

Current enforced regulations require vertical buoy rope to be used when harvesting lobster. This must be revised
entirely, in order for ropeless fishing to become legal in Massachusetts.

DMF must implement a pathway for permitting ropeless gear, as the draft regulations that consider using 1700 Ib.
breakable rope for fishing lines attached to trap pots would still pose a threat to right whale calves and juveniles.

Ropeless gear has been used all over the world by fishermen in Australia, United Kingdom, Ireland, Canada and on
the West Coast. During a data analysis of over 1,000 deployments of various models, ropeless fishing gear had a
98.4 percent success rate. While federal and state regulators have been studying ropeless gear to no avail for the past
twenty years, multiple companies have worked with fishermen to manufacture gear that can be used by fishermen to
fish today.

DMF must consider ropeless gear to save North Atlantic right whales. Ropeless gear is the technology of the future
and the only long-term solution to reduce entanglements while keeping fishermen on the water. Please implement
measures that incorporate ropeless gear pilot programs in order to save the right whale. Please act according to the
urgency of this matter.

Thank you.

Kimberly Gilman
Carlisle, MA 01741
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From: Stewart Kennedy

To: Fish, Marine (FWE)
Subject: Save the Right Whale
Date: Friday, December 18, 2020 4:42:08 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts mail system. Do
not click on links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

I am writing to express my concern about the proposed draft regulations created to reduce entanglement risks posed
to North Atlantic right whales.

The primary causes of death for right whales are ship strikes and entanglements: no right whale has died of natural
causes in the past 17 years. The East Coast has over one million vertical lines that right whales must navigate
through in order to feed, including in our state waters. These ropes pose a direct risk to our state marine mammal,
the North Atlantic right whale.

Over 85% of right whales have been entangled at least once, and more than half of the population has been
entangled twice or more. The population, which is estimated at 366, is rapidly declining. Right whales could be
extinct within our lifetime.

Current enforced regulations require vertical buoy rope to be used when harvesting lobster. This must be revised
entirely, in order for ropeless fishing to become legal in Massachusetts.

DMF must implement a pathway for permitting ropeless gear, as the draft regulations that consider using 1700 Ib.
breakable rope for fishing lines attached to trap pots would still pose a threat to right whale calves and juveniles.

Ropeless gear has been used all over the world by fishermen in Australia, United Kingdom, Ireland, Canada and on
the West Coast. During a data analysis of over 1,000 deployments of various models, ropeless fishing gear had a
98.4 percent success rate. While federal and state regulators have been studying ropeless gear to no avail for the past
twenty years, multiple companies have worked with fishermen to manufacture gear that can be used by fishermen to
fish today.

DMF must consider ropeless gear to save North Atlantic right whales. Ropeless gear is the technology of the future
and the only long-term solution to reduce entanglements while keeping fishermen on the water. Please implement
measures that incorporate ropeless gear pilot programs in order to save the right whale.

There is no reasonable tradeoff between safety for the right whales and convenience for the lobstermen. Ropeless
gear must be required! I can do without eating lobster; but my heart would break if my special Massachusetts license
plate, beginning with RW, were to become an anachronism. Please take sensible action.

Thank you.

Stewart Kennedy
Wellfleet, MA 02667
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From: Robert Bender

To: Fish, Marine (FWE)
Subject: Save the Right Whale
Date: Friday, December 18, 2020 4:41:55 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts mail system. Do
not click on links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

I am writing to express my concern about the proposed draft regulations created to reduce entanglement risks posed
to North Atlantic right whales.

The primary causes of death for right whales are ship strikes and entanglements: no right whale has died of natural
causes in the past 17 years. The East Coast has over one million vertical lines that right whales must navigate
through in order to feed, including in our state waters. These ropes pose a direct risk to our state marine mammal,
the North Atlantic right whale.

Over 85% of right whales have been entangled at least once, and more than half of the population has been
entangled twice or more. The population, which is estimated at 366, is rapidly declining. Right whales could be
extinct within our lifetime.

Current enforced regulations require vertical buoy rope to be used when harvesting lobster. This must be revised
entirely, in order for ropeless fishing to become legal in Massachusetts.

DMF must implement a pathway for permitting ropeless gear, as the draft regulations that consider using 1700 Ib.
breakable rope for fishing lines attached to trap pots would still pose a threat to right whale calves and juveniles.

Ropeless gear has been used all over the world by fishermen in Australia, United Kingdom, Ireland, Canada and on
the West Coast. During a data analysis of over 1,000 deployments of various models, ropeless fishing gear had a
98.4 percent success rate. While federal and state regulators have been studying ropeless gear to no avail for the past
twenty years, multiple companies have worked with fishermen to manufacture gear that can be used by fishermen to
fish today.

DMF must consider ropeless gear to save North Atlantic right whales. Ropeless gear is the technology of the future
and the only long-term solution to reduce entanglements while keeping fishermen on the water. There is simply no
time left to waste. Please implement measures that incorporate ropeless gear pilot programs in order to save the right
whale.

Thank you.

Robert Bender
West Yarmouth, MA 02673


mailto:info@ropelessforrightwhales.com
mailto:marine.fish@mass.gov

From: Quinton Zondervan

To: Fish, Marine (FWE)
Subject: Save the Right Whale
Date: Friday, December 18, 2020 4:41:31 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts mail system. Do
not click on links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

I am writing to express my concern about the proposed draft regulations created to reduce entanglement risks posed
to North Atlantic right whales.

The primary causes of death for right whales are ship strikes and entanglements: no right whale has died of natural
causes in the past 17 years. The East Coast has over one million vertical lines that right whales must navigate
through in order to feed, including in our state waters. These ropes pose a direct risk to our state marine mammal,
the North Atlantic right whale.

Over 85% of right whales have been entangled at least once, and more than half of the population has been
entangled twice or more. The population, which is estimated at 366, is rapidly declining. Right whales could be
extinct within our lifetime.

Current enforced regulations require vertical buoy rope to be used when harvesting lobster. This must be revised
entirely, in order for ropeless fishing to become legal in Massachusetts.

DMF must implement a pathway for permitting ropeless gear, as the draft regulations that consider using 1700 Ib.
breakable rope for fishing lines attached to trap pots would still pose a threat to right whale calves and juveniles.

Ropeless gear has been used all over the world by fishermen in Australia, United Kingdom, Ireland, Canada and on
the West Coast. During a data analysis of over 1,000 deployments of various models, ropeless fishing gear had a
98.4 percent success rate. While federal and state regulators have been studying ropeless gear to no avail for the past
twenty years, multiple companies have worked with fishermen to manufacture gear that can be used by fishermen to
fish today.

DMF must consider ropeless gear to save North Atlantic right whales. Ropeless gear is the technology of the future
and the only long-term solution to reduce entanglements while keeping fishermen on the water. Please implement
measures that incorporate ropeless gear pilot programs in order to save the right whale.

Please save the whales!!

Thank you.

Quinton Zondervan
Cambridge, MA 2141
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From: Julie McCormack

To: Fish, Marine (FWE)
Subject: Save the Right Whale
Date: Friday, December 18, 2020 4:41:22 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts mail system. Do
not click on links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

What is the MA coastline without our whales? Please - we must do what we can now to save them.

I am writing to express my concern about the proposed draft regulations created to reduce entanglement risks posed
to North Atlantic right whales.

The primary causes of death for right whales are ship strikes and entanglements: no right whale has died of natural
causes in the past 17 years. The East Coast has over one million vertical lines that right whales must navigate
through in order to feed, including in our state waters. These ropes pose a direct risk to our state marine mammal,
the North Atlantic right whale.

Over 85% of right whales have been entangled at least once, and more than half of the population has been
entangled twice or more. The population, which is estimated at 366, is rapidly declining. Right whales could be
extinct within our lifetime.

Current enforced regulations require vertical buoy rope to be used when harvesting lobster. This must be revised
entirely, in order for ropeless fishing to become legal in Massachusetts.

DMF must implement a pathway for permitting ropeless gear, as the draft regulations that consider using 1700 Ib.
breakable rope for fishing lines attached to trap pots would still pose a threat to right whale calves and juveniles.

Ropeless gear has been used all over the world by fishermen in Australia, United Kingdom, Ireland, Canada and on
the West Coast. During a data analysis of over 1,000 deployments of various models, ropeless fishing gear had a
98.4 percent success rate. While federal and state regulators have been studying ropeless gear to no avail for the past
twenty years, multiple companies have worked with fishermen to manufacture gear that can be used by fishermen to
fish today.

DMF must consider ropeless gear to save North Atlantic right whales. Ropeless gear is the technology of the future
and the only long-term solution to reduce entanglements while keeping fishermen on the water. Please implement
measures that incorporate ropeless gear pilot programs in order to save the right whale.

Thank you.

Julie McCormack
Natick, MA 01760
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From: Eric Chast

To: Fish, Marine (FWE)
Subject: Save the Right Whale
Date: Friday, December 18, 2020 4:41:22 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts mail system. Do
not click on links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

I am writing to express my concern about the proposed draft regulations created to reduce entanglement risks posed
to North Atlantic right whales.

The primary causes of death for right whales are ship strikes and entanglements: no right whale has died of natural
causes in the past 17 years. The East Coast has over one million vertical lines that right whales must navigate
through in order to feed, including in our state waters. These ropes pose a direct risk to our state marine mammal,
the North Atlantic right whale.

Over 85% of right whales have been entangled at least once, and more than half of the population has been
entangled twice or more. The population, which is estimated at 366, is rapidly declining. Right whales could be
extinct within our lifetime.

Current enforced regulations require vertical buoy rope to be used when harvesting lobster. This must be revised
entirely, in order for ropeless fishing to become legal in Massachusetts.

DMF must implement a pathway for permitting ropeless gear, as the draft regulations that consider using 1700 Ib.
breakable rope for fishing lines attached to trap pots would still pose a threat to right whale calves and juveniles.

Ropeless gear has been used all over the world by fishermen in Australia, United Kingdom, Ireland, Canada and on
the West Coast. During a data analysis of over 1,000 deployments of various models, ropeless fishing gear had a
98.4 percent success rate. While federal and state regulators have been studying ropeless gear to no avail for the past
twenty years, multiple companies have worked with fishermen to manufacture gear that can be used by fishermen to
fish today.

DMF must consider ropeless gear to save North Atlantic right whales. Ropeless gear is the technology of the future
and the only long-term solution to reduce entanglements while keeping fishermen on the water. Please implement
measures that incorporate ropeless gear pilot programs in order to save the right whale.

Thank you.
Eric

Eric Chast
Leominster, MA 01453
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From: Michael Murphy

To: Fish, Marine (FWE)
Subject: Save the Right Whale
Date: Friday, December 18, 2020 4:39:11 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts mail system. Do
not click on links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

I am writing to express my concern about the proposed draft regulations created to reduce entanglement risks posed
to North Atlantic right whales.

The primary causes of death for right whales are ship strikes and entanglements: no right whale has died of natural
causes in the past 17 years. The East Coast has over one million vertical lines that right whales must navigate
through in order to feed, including in our state waters. These ropes pose a direct risk to our state marine mammal,
the North Atlantic right whale.

Over 85% of right whales have been entangled at least once, and more than half of the population has been
entangled twice or more. The population, which is estimated at 366, is rapidly declining. Right whales could be
extinct within our lifetime.

Current enforced regulations require vertical buoy rope to be used when harvesting lobster. This must be revised
entirely, in order for ropeless fishing to become legal in Massachusetts.

DMF must implement a pathway for permitting ropeless gear, as the draft regulations that consider using 1700 Ib.
breakable rope for fishing lines attached to trap pots would still pose a threat to right whale calves and juveniles.

Ropeless gear has been used all over the world by fishermen in Australia, United Kingdom, Ireland, Canada and on
the West Coast. During a data analysis of over 1,000 deployments of various models, ropeless fishing gear had a
98.4 percent success rate. While federal and state regulators have been studying ropeless gear to no avail for the past
twenty years, multiple companies have worked with fishermen to manufacture gear that can be used by fishermen to
fish today.

DMF must consider ropeless gear to save North Atlantic right whales. Ropeless gear is the technology of the future
and the only long-term solution to reduce entanglements while keeping fishermen on the water. Please implement
measures that incorporate ropeless gear pilot programs in order to save the right whale.

Hello, my name is Michael Murphy. I am an environmental scientist working with the EPA to help keep our rivers,
oceans, lakes, wetlands, and neighborhoods safe from man-made contaminants in our drinking water and soils. To
say that the outlook of this cause is grim would be an understatement, given the continued development and slow-
stepped transitions away from chemicals that at one time in human history helped change the nation forever, for
better or worse.

I can’t say that these findings working in the lab over the past 3+ years have given us a positive outlook, but we are
still holding all polluters and municipalities accountable thanks to the ethical and accurate work of our analytical
and extractions teams. That being said, a number of marine animals have already been effected by our continued
expansion into their territory, using nets, fishing lines, trawling nets of vessels, the use of SONAR to track schools
of fish to attain maximum yield, and of course the mounting level of plastics in all of these waters the animals call
home. Simply put, we don’t belong at sea, and neither does our jetsam. As the saying goes for parks “leave nothing
but your footprints.”

We have clearly overstepped our boundaries in the oceans already, with a dwindling population of right whales that
migrate north and south naturally across the entire Atlantic coast. These whales meet us here in Florida as well, and
they are truly a sight to behold. We don’t get many visitors as large as them who are so gentle and similar to us in
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their mannerisms and family behaviors per pod. They raise families as we do and look out for each other.

I am calling on the State of Massachusetts to take a stand in this catastrophic population drop, as it not only effects
your coast, but the coasts of all whom border the Atlantic. Your fishing practices are effecting the entire eastern sea
board of North America. If these whales were to disappear, it will be troublesome

Michael Murphy
Ormond Beach, FL 32176



From: Robert Dea

To: Fish, Marine (FWE)
Subject: Save the Right Whale
Date: Friday, December 18, 2020 4:38:52 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts mail system. Do
not click on links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

We can do this! And never has it been as important as now!

I am writing to express my concern about the proposed regulations created to reduce entanglement risks posed to
North Atlantic right whales.

The primary causes of death for right whales are vessel strikes and entanglements: no adult or juvenile right whale
has died of natural causes in the past 17 years. The East Coast has over one million vertical lines that right whales
must navigate through in order to feed, including in our state waters. These ropes pose a direct risk to our state
marine mammal, the North Atlantic right whale.

Over 85% of right whales have been entangled at least once, and more than half of the population has been
entangled at least twice. The population, which is estimated at 366, is rapidly declining and could be extinct within
our lifetime.

Current enforced regulations require vertical buoy rope to be used when harvesting lobster. This must be revised
entirely, in order for ropeless fishing to become legal in Massachusetts.

DMF must implement a pathway for permitting ropeless gear, as the draft regulations that consider using 1700 Ib.
breakable rope for fishing lines attached to trap pots would still pose a threat to right whale calves and juveniles.

Ropeless gear has been used all over the world by fishermen in Australia, United Kingdom, Ireland, Canada and on
the West Coast. During a data analysis of over 1,000 deployments of various models, ropeless fishing gear had a
98.4 percent success rate. While federal and state regulators have been studying ropeless gear to no avail for the past
twenty years, multiple companies have worked with fishermen to manufacture gear that can be used by fishermen to
fish today.

DMF must consider ropeless gear to save North Atlantic right whales. Ropeless gear is the technology of the future
and the only long-term solution to reduce entanglements while keeping fishermen on the water. Please implement
measures that incorporate ropeless gear pilot programs in order to save the right whale.

Thank you.

Robert Dea
Newbury, MA 01951
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From: Alex Epple

To: Fish, Marine (FWE)
Subject: Save the Right Whale
Date: Friday, December 18, 2020 4:38:39 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts mail system. Do
not click on links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

I am writing to express my concern about the proposed draft regulations created to reduce entanglement risks posed
to North Atlantic right whales.

The primary causes of death for right whales are vessel strikes and entanglements: no right whale has died of natural
causes in the past 17 years. The East Coast has over one million vertical lines that right whales must navigate
through in order to feed, including in our state waters. These ropes pose a direct risk to our state marine mammal,
the North Atlantic right whale.

Over 85% of right whales have been entangled at least once, and more than half of the population has been
entangled twice or more. The population, which is estimated at 366, is rapidly declining. Right whales could be
extinct within our lifetime.

Current enforced regulations require vertical buoy rope to be used when harvesting lobster. This must be revised
entirely, in order for ropeless fishing to become legal in Massachusetts.

DMF must implement a pathway for permitting ropeless gear, as the draft regulations that consider using 1700 Ib.
breakable rope for fishing lines attached to trap pots would still pose a threat to right whale calves and juveniles.

Ropeless gear has been used all over the world by fishermen in Australia, United Kingdom, Ireland, Canada and on
the West Coast. During a data analysis of over 1,000 deployments of various models, ropeless fishing gear had a
98.4 percent success rate. While federal and state regulators have been studying ropeless gear to no avail for the past
twenty years, multiple companies have worked with fishermen to manufacture gear that can be used by fishermen to
fish today.

DMF must consider ropeless gear to save North Atlantic right whales. Ropeless gear is the technology of the future
and the only long-term solution to reduce entanglements while keeping fishermen on the water. Please implement
measures that incorporate ropeless gear pilot programs in order to save the right whale.

Thank you.

Alex Epple
Virginia Beach, VA 23452
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From: Christine Groundwater

To: Fish, Marine (FWE)
Subject: Save the Right Whale
Date: Friday, December 18, 2020 4:38:34 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts mail system. Do
not click on links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

My family and I vacationed for 25 years on Cape Cod. We came every summer because of the natural beauty of the
landscape and the incredible wildlife in the area. We also valued the appreciation that the majority of Cape Cod
inhabitants demonstrated for their environment and the creatures that make their home here. It’s why we chose to
retire here full time. However, we now have a large concern about the recent proposed state's measures to reduce
the impact of fishery entanglement on right whales, and other marine species. The proposed regulations are simply
not enough.

The majestic North Atlantic right whale is at risk of extinction. The primary causes of death for right whales are
ship strikes and entanglements. No right whale has died of natural causes in the past 17 years. I am writing to
express my concern about the proposed draft regulations created to reduce entanglement risks posed to North
Atlantic right whales. The proposed regulations are simply not enough to address the entanglement risks that right
whales face in our Massachusetts’ waters.

The East Coast has over one million vertical lines that right whales must navigate through in order to feed. This
includes Massachusetts state waters. These ropes pose a large threat of entanglement for our state marine mammal,
the North Atlantic right whale and therefore increase the likelihood of extinction.

Over 85% of right whales have been entangled at least once, and more than half of the population has been
entangled twice or more. The population, which is estimated at only 366, is rapidly declining. We could cause and
see the extinction of right whales in our lifetime, but we can stop it!

Current enforced regulations require vertical buoy rope to be used when harvesting lobster. Draft regulations would
only require using 1700 1b. breakable rope for fishing lines attached to trap pots. This is not enough. Breakable
rope for fishing lines attached to trap pots would still pose a threat to right whale calves and juveniles further
reducing their numbers and long-term sustainability. To protect the North Atlantic Right Whale this proposal must
be revised entirely, and provide for ropeless fishing to become legal in Massachusetts.

Ropeless gear has been used all over the world by fishermen in Australia, United Kingdom, Ireland, Canada and on
the West Coast. Extensive data indicate ropeless fishing gear has a 98.4 percent success rate, and multiple
companies have worked with fishermen to manufacture gear that can be used by fishermen to fish today and keep
the fishing industry healthy while protecting sea mammals including the North Atlantic right whale.

DMF must consider ropeless gear to save North Atlantic right whales. Ropeless gear is the technology of the future
and the only long-term solution to reduce entanglements while keeping our fisherman and the fishing industry
viable. Please implement measures that incorporate ropeless gear pilot programs in order to save the North Atlantic
right whale. We can make a difference if we act now.

Thank you.

Christine Groundwater
Brewster, MA 2631
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From: Erline Towner

To: Fish, Marine (FWE)
Subject: Save the Right Whale
Date: Friday, December 18, 2020 4:38:27 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts mail system. Do
not click on links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

Please take a hard look at the main cause of harm to right whales. The difficulty of coming up with a practical
solution has put off a way to save Right Whales. However inconvenient to industry, large or small, it is the industry
that decimates this species. It is time to withdraw the blank check afforded industry where profit had the final say.
Those days are over. The time for giving equal or higher value to species and the environment is at hand due to the
blatant disregard of those values by profiteers. Time to wake up.

I am writing to express my concern about the proposed draft regulations created to reduce entanglement risks posed
to North Atlantic right whales.

The primary causes of death for right whales are ship strikes and entanglements: no right whale has died of natural
causes in the past 17 years. The East Coast has over one million vertical lines that right whales must navigate
through in order to feed, including in our state waters. These ropes pose a direct risk to our state marine mammal,
the North Atlantic right whale.

Over 85% of right whales have been entangled at least once, and more than half of the population has been
entangled twice or more. The population, which is estimated at 366, is rapidly declining. Right whales could be
extinct within our lifetime.

Current enforced regulations require vertical buoy rope to be used when harvesting lobster. This must be revised
entirely, in order for ropeless fishing to become legal in Massachusetts.

DMF must implement a pathway for permitting ropeless gear, as the draft regulations that consider using 1700 1b.
breakable rope for fishing lines attached to trap pots would still pose a threat to right whale calves and juveniles.

Ropeless gear has been used all over the world by fishermen in Australia, United Kingdom, Ireland, Canada and on
the West Coast. During a data analysis of over 1,000 deployments of various models, ropeless fishing gear had a
98.4 percent success rate. While federal and state regulators have been studying ropeless gear to no avail for the past
twenty years, multiple companies have worked with fishermen to manufacture gear that can be used by fishermen to
fish today.

DMF must consider ropeless gear to save North Atlantic right whales. Ropeless gear is the technology of the future
and the only long-term solution to reduce entanglements while keeping fishermen on the water. Please implement
measures that incorporate ropeless gear pilot programs in order to save the right whale.

Thank you.

Erline Towner
Milford, NH 03055
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From: Victoria Nadel

To: Fish, Marine (FWE)
Subject: Save the Right Whale
Date: Friday, December 18, 2020 4:38:07 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts mail system. Do
not click on links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

I am writing to express my concern about the proposed draft regulations created to reduce entanglement risks posed
to North Atlantic right whales. Right whales are among the most endangered species of whales in the world all
because of human behavior - they were targets of commercial whaling and they now suffer from being struck by
ships and tangling in fishing lines. North Atlantic right whales have a long gestation period and a long weaning
period - their numbers can be counted in the hundreds today.

The primary causes of death for right whales are ship strikes and entanglements: no right whale has died of natural
causes in the past 17 years. The East Coast has over one million vertical lines that right whales must navigate
through in order to feed, including in our state waters. These ropes pose a direct risk to our state marine mammal,
the North Atlantic right whale.

Over 85% of right whales have been entangled at least once, and more than half of the population has been
entangled twice or more. The population, which is estimated at 366, is rapidly declining. Right whales could be
extinct within our lifetime.

Current enforced regulations require vertical buoy rope to be used when harvesting lobster. This must be revised
entirely, in order for ropeless fishing to become legal in Massachusetts.

DMF must implement a pathway for permitting ropeless gear, as the draft regulations that consider using 1700 Ib.
breakable rope for fishing lines attached to trap pots would still pose a threat to right whale calves and juveniles.

Ropeless gear has been used all over the world by fishermen in Australia, United Kingdom, Ireland, Canada and on
the West Coast. During a data analysis of over 1,000 deployments of various models, ropeless fishing gear had a
98.4 percent success rate. While federal and state regulators have been studying ropeless gear to no avail for the past
twenty years, multiple companies have worked with fishermen to manufacture gear that can be used by fishermen to
fish today.

DMF must consider ropeless gear to save North Atlantic right whales. Ropeless gear is the technology of the future
and the only long-term solution to reduce entanglements while keeping fishermen on the water. Please implement
measures that incorporate ropeless gear pilot programs in order to save the right whale.

Thank you.

Victoria Nadel
Salem, MA 01970
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From: Rie Liotta

To: Fish, Marine (FWE)
Subject: Save the Right Whale
Date: Friday, December 18, 2020 4:37:53 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts mail system. Do
not click on links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

I am writing to express my concern about the proposed regulations created to reduce entanglement risks posed to
North Atlantic right whales.

The primary causes of death for right whales are vessel strikes and entanglements: no adult or juvenile right whale
has died of natural causes in the past 17 years. The East Coast has over one million vertical lines that right whales
must navigate through in order to feed, including in our state waters. These ropes pose a direct risk to our state
marine mammal, the North Atlantic right whale.

Over 85% of right whales have been entangled at least once, and more than half of the population has been
entangled at least twice. The population, which is estimated at 366, is rapidly declining and could be extinct within
our lifetime.

Current enforced regulations require vertical buoy rope to be used when harvesting lobster. This must be revised
entirely, in order for ropeless fishing to become legal in Massachusetts.

DMF must implement a pathway for permitting ropeless gear, as the draft regulations that consider using 1700 Ib.
breakable rope for fishing lines attached to trap pots would still pose a threat to right whale calves and juveniles.

Ropeless gear has been used all over the world by fishermen in Australia, United Kingdom, Ireland, Canada and on
the West Coast. During a data analysis of over 1,000 deployments of various models, ropeless fishing gear had a
98.4 percent success rate. While federal and state regulators have been studying ropeless gear to no avail for the past
twenty years, multiple companies have worked with fishermen to manufacture gear that can be used by fishermen to
fish today.

DMF must consider ropeless gear to save North Atlantic right whales. Ropeless gear is the technology of the future
and the only long-term solution to reduce entanglements while keeping fishermen on the water. Please implement
measures that incorporate ropeless gear pilot programs in order to save the right whale.

Thank you.

Sincerely,
Rie Liotta

Rie Liotta
San Mateo, CA 94402
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From: Susan Neilly

To: Fish, Marine (FWE)
Subject: Save the Right Whale
Date: Friday, December 18, 2020 4:37:25 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts mail system. Do
not click on links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

I am writing to express my concern about the proposed regulations created to reduce entanglement risks posed to
North Atlantic right whales. We need to do all we can to protect these whales.

The primary causes of death for right whales are vessel strikes and entanglements: no adult or juvenile right whale
has died of natural causes in the past 17 years. The East Coast has over one million vertical lines that right whales
must navigate through in order to feed, including in our state waters. These ropes pose a direct risk to our state
marine mammal, the North Atlantic right whale.

Over 85% of right whales have been entangled at least once, and more than half of the population has been
entangled at least twice. The population, which is estimated at 366, is rapidly declining and could be extinct within
our lifetime.

Current enforced regulations require vertical buoy rope to be used when harvesting lobster. This must be revised
entirely, in order for ropeless fishing to become legal in Massachusetts.

DMF must implement a pathway for permitting ropeless gear, as the draft regulations that consider using 1700 Ib.
breakable rope for fishing lines attached to trap pots would still pose a threat to right whale calves and juveniles.

Ropeless gear has been used all over the world by fishermen in Australia, United Kingdom, Ireland, Canada and on
the West Coast. During a data analysis of over 1,000 deployments of various models, ropeless fishing gear had a
98.4 percent success rate. While federal and state regulators have been studying ropeless gear to no avail for the past
twenty years, multiple companies have worked with fishermen to manufacture gear that can be used by fishermen to
fish today.

DMF must consider ropeless gear to save North Atlantic right whales. Ropeless gear is the technology of the future
and the only long-term solution to reduce entanglements while keeping fishermen on the water. Please implement
measures that incorporate ropeless gear pilot programs in order to save the right whale.

Thank you.

Susan Neilly
Weston, CT 06883
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From: Rachel Bramson

To: Fish, Marine (FWE)
Subject: Save the Right Whale
Date: Friday, December 18, 2020 4:37:13 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts mail system. Do
not click on links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

I am writing to express my concern about the proposed regulations created to reduce entanglement risks posed to
North Atlantic right whales.
We need to act now for right whales and all marine mammals.

The primary causes of death for right whales are vessel strikes and entanglements: no adult or juvenile right whale
has died of natural causes in the past 17 years. The East Coast has over one million vertical lines that right whales
must navigate through in order to feed, including in our state waters. These ropes pose a direct risk to our state
marine mammal, the North Atlantic right whale.

Over 85% of right whales have been entangled at least once, and more than half of the population has been
entangled at least twice. The population, which is estimated at 366, is rapidly declining and could be extinct within
our lifetime.

Current enforced regulations require vertical buoy rope to be used when harvesting lobster. This must be revised
entirely, in order for ropeless fishing to become legal in Massachusetts.

DMF must implement a pathway for permitting ropeless gear, as the draft regulations that consider using 1700 Ib.
breakable rope for fishing lines attached to trap pots would still pose a threat to right whale calves and juveniles.

Ropeless gear has been used all over the world by fishermen in Australia, United Kingdom, Ireland, Canada and on
the West Coast. During a data analysis of over 1,000 deployments of various models, ropeless fishing gear had a
98.4 percent success rate. While federal and state regulators have been studying ropeless gear to no avail for the past
twenty years, multiple companies have worked with fishermen to manufacture gear that can be used by fishermen to
fish today.

DMF must consider ropeless gear to save North Atlantic right whales. Ropeless gear is the technology of the future
and the only long-term solution to reduce entanglements while keeping fishermen on the water. Please implement
measures that incorporate ropeless gear pilot programs in order to save the right whale.

Thank you.

Rachel Bramson
Wellfleet, MA 02667
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From: Susan Neilly

To: Fish, Marine (FWE)
Subject: Save the Right Whale
Date: Friday, December 18, 2020 4:37:13 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts mail system. Do
not click on links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

I am writing to express my concern about the proposed regulations created to reduce entanglement risks posed to
North Atlantic right whales. We need to do everything possible to protect these whales.

The primary causes of death for right whales are vessel strikes and entanglements: no adult or juvenile right whale
has died of natural causes in the past 17 years. The East Coast has over one million vertical lines that right whales
must navigate through in order to feed, including in our state waters. These ropes pose a direct risk to our state
marine mammal, the North Atlantic right whale.

Over 85% of right whales have been entangled at least once, and more than half of the population has been
entangled at least twice. The population, which is estimated at 366, is rapidly declining and could be extinct within
our lifetime.

Current enforced regulations require vertical buoy rope to be used when harvesting lobster. This must be revised
entirely, in order for ropeless fishing to become legal in Massachusetts.

DMF must implement a pathway for permitting ropeless gear, as the draft regulations that consider using 1700 Ib.
breakable rope for fishing lines attached to trap pots would still pose a threat to right whale calves and juveniles.

Ropeless gear has been used all over the world by fishermen in Australia, United Kingdom, Ireland, Canada and on
the West Coast. During a data analysis of over 1,000 deployments of various models, ropeless fishing gear had a
98.4 percent success rate. While federal and state regulators have been studying ropeless gear to no avail for the past
twenty years, multiple companies have worked with fishermen to manufacture gear that can be used by fishermen to
fish today.

DMF must consider ropeless gear to save North Atlantic right whales. Ropeless gear is the technology of the future
and the only long-term solution to reduce entanglements while keeping fishermen on the water. Please implement
measures that incorporate ropeless gear pilot programs in order to save the right whale.

Thank you.

Susan Neilly
Weston, CT 06883
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From: Sarah Sharp

To: Fish, Marine (FWE)
Subject: Save the Right Whale
Date: Friday, December 18, 2020 4:37:05 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts mail system. Do
not click on links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

The State of MA must act now to save right whales and it can be done while still allowing lobstermen to make a
living. Ropeless fishing must be considered in the draft regulations created to reduce entanglement risks posed to
North Atlantic right whales. I am deeply concerned that the state is not taking the lead to ensure that both right
whales and fishermen survive the next decade.

The primary causes of death for right whales are vessel strikes and entanglements: no adult or juvenile right whale
has been identified as dying of natural causes in the past 17 years. The East Coast has over one million vertical lines
that right whales must navigate through in order to feed, including in our state waters. These ropes pose a direct risk
to our state marine mammal, the North Atlantic right whale.

Over 85% of right whales have been entangled at least once, and more than half of the population has been
entangled twice or more. The population, which is estimated at 366, is rapidly declining. Right whales could be
extinct within our lifetime.

Current enforced regulations require vertical buoy rope to be used when harvesting lobster. This must be revised
entirely, in order for ropeless fishing to become legal in Massachusetts.

DMF must implement a pathway for permitting ropeless gear, as the draft regulations that consider using 1700 Ib.
breakable rope for fishing lines attached to trap pots would still pose a threat to right whale calves and juveniles and
pose sublethal harm to adults.

Ropeless gear has been used all over the world by fishermen in Australia, United Kingdom, Ireland, Canada and on
the West Coast. During a data analysis of over 1,000 deployments of various models, ropeless fishing gear had a
98.4 percent success rate. While federal and state regulators have been studying ropeless gear to no avail for the past
twenty years, multiple companies have worked with fishermen to manufacture gear that can be used by fishermen to
fish today.

DMF must consider ropeless gear to save North Atlantic right whales. Ropeless gear is the technology of the future
and the only long-term solution to reduce entanglements while keeping fishermen on the water. Please implement
measures that incorporate ropeless gear pilot programs in order to save the right whale.

Thank you.

Sarah Sharp
Yarmouth Port, MA 2675
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From: Paxton Decker

To: Fish, Marine (FWE)
Subject: Save the Right Whale
Date: Friday, December 18, 2020 4:37:04 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts mail system. Do
not click on links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

I am deeply concerned about the proposed regulations seeking to reduce reduce entanglement risks for North
Atlantic right whales.

The primary causes of death for right whales are vessel strikes and entanglements. No adult or juvenile right whale
has died of natural causes in the past 17 years! The East Coast has over one million vertical lines, and whales must
navigate through these in order to feed, including in Massachusetts waters. These ropes pose a direct risk to our state
marine mammal, the North Atlantic right whale.

Over 85% of right whales have been entangled at least once, and more than half of the population has been
entangled at least twice. The population, which is estimated at 366, is rapidly declining and could be extinct within
our lifetime.

Current enforced regulations require vertical buoy rope to be used when harvesting lobster. This must be revised
entirely, in order for ropeless fishing to become legal in Massachusetts.

DMF must implement a pathway for permitting ropeless gear, as the draft regulations that consider using 1700 Ib.
breakable rope for fishing lines attached to trap pots would still pose a threat to right whale calves and juveniles.

Ropeless gear has been used all over the world by fishermen in Australia, United Kingdom, Ireland, Canada and on
the West Coast. During a data analysis of over 1,000 deployments of various models, ropeless fishing gear had a
98.4 percent success rate. While federal and state regulators have been studying ropeless gear to no avail for the past
twenty years, multiple companies have worked with fishermen to manufacture gear that can be used by fishermen to
fish today.

DMF must consider ropeless gear to save North Atlantic right whales. Ropeless gear is the technology of the future
and the only long-term solution to reduce entanglements while keeping fishermen on the water. Please implement
measures that incorporate ropeless gear pilot programs in order to save the right whale.

Thank you.

Paxton Decker
Chestnut Hill, MA 2467
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From: Leslie Ann Bosse

To: Fish, Marine (FWE)
Subject: Save the Right Whale
Date: Friday, December 18, 2020 4:36:40 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts mail system. Do
not click on links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

Dear Massachusetts, I am writing to express my concern about the proposed regulations created to reduce
entanglement risks posed to North Atlantic right whales.

The primary causes of death for right whales are vessel strikes and entanglements: no adult or juvenile right whale
has died of natural causes in the past 17 years. The East Coast has over one million vertical lines that right whales
must navigate through in order to feed, including in our state waters. These ropes pose a direct risk to our state
marine mammal, the North Atlantic right whale.

Over 85% of right whales have been entangled at least once, and more than half of the population has been
entangled at least twice. The population, which is estimated at 366, is rapidly declining and could be extinct within
our lifetime.

Current enforced regulations require vertical buoy rope to be used when harvesting lobster. This must be revised
entirely, in order for ropeless fishing to become legal in Massachusetts.

DMF must implement a pathway for permitting ropeless gear, as the draft regulations that consider using 1700 Ib.
breakable rope for fishing lines attached to trap pots would still pose a threat to right whale calves and juveniles.

Ropeless gear has been used all over the world by fishermen in Australia, United Kingdom, Ireland, Canada and on
the West Coast. During a data analysis of over 1,000 deployments of various models, ropeless fishing gear had a
98.4 percent success rate. While federal and state regulators have been studying ropeless gear to no avail for the past
twenty years, multiple companies have worked with fishermen to manufacture gear that can be used by fishermen to
fish today.

DMF must consider ropeless gear to save North Atlantic right whales. Ropeless gear is the technology of the future
and the only long-term solution to reduce entanglements while keeping fishermen on the water. Please implement
measures that incorporate ropeless gear pilot programs in order to save the right whale.

Thank you.
Leslie Ann Bosse

Leslie Ann Bosse
, 06516
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From: Stephen St. Pierre

To: Fish, Marine (FWE)
Subject: Save the Right Whale
Date: Friday, December 18, 2020 4:36:34 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts mail system. Do
not click on links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

I am writing to express my concern about the proposed regulations created to reduce entanglement risks posed to
North Atlantic right whales.

The primary causes of death for right whales are vessel strikes and entanglements: no adult or juvenile right whale
has died of natural causes in the past 17 years. The East Coast has over one million vertical lines that right whales
must navigate through in order to feed, including in our state waters. These ropes pose a direct risk to our state
marine mammal, the North Atlantic right whale.

Over 85% of right whales have been entangled at least once, and more than half of the population has been
entangled at least twice. The population, which is estimated at 366, is rapidly declining and could be extinct within
our lifetime.

Current enforced regulations require vertical buoy rope to be used when harvesting lobster. This must be revised
entirely, in order for ropeless fishing to become legal in Massachusetts.

DMF must implement a pathway for permitting ropeless gear, as the draft regulations that consider using 1700 Ib.
breakable rope for fishing lines attached to trap pots would still pose a threat to right whale calves and juveniles.

Ropeless gear has been used all over the world by fishermen in Australia, United Kingdom, Ireland, Canada and on
the West Coast. During a data analysis of over 1,000 deployments of various models, ropeless fishing gear had a
98.4 percent success rate. While federal and state regulators have been studying ropeless gear to no avail for the past
twenty years, multiple companies have worked with fishermen to manufacture gear that can be used by fishermen to
fish today.

DMF must consider ropeless gear to save North Atlantic right whales. Ropeless gear is the technology of the future
and the only long-term solution to reduce entanglements while keeping fishermen on the water. Please implement
measures that incorporate ropeless gear pilot programs in order to save the right whale.

Thank you.

Stephen J. St. Pierre, DVM

Stephen St. Pierre
Nantucket, MA 2554
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From: Misty Niemeyer

To: Fish, Marine (FWE)
Subject: Save the Right Whale
Date: Friday, December 18, 2020 4:36:15 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts mail system. Do
not click on links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

I am writing to express my concern about the proposed regulations created to reduce entanglement risks posed to
North Atlantic right whales.

The primary causes of death for right whales are vessel strikes and entanglements: no adult or juvenile right whale
has died of natural causes in the past 17 years. The East Coast has over one million vertical lines that right whales
must navigate through in order to feed, including in our state waters. These ropes pose a direct risk to our state
marine mammal, the North Atlantic right whale.

Over 85% of right whales have been entangled at least once, and more than half of the population has been
entangled at least twice. The population, which is estimated at 366, is rapidly declining and could be extinct within
our lifetime.

Current enforced regulations require vertical buoy rope to be used when harvesting lobster. This must be revised
entirely, in order for ropeless fishing to become legal in Massachusetts.

DMF must implement a pathway for permitting ropeless gear, as the draft regulations that consider using 1700 Ib.
breakable rope for fishing lines attached to trap pots would still pose a threat to right whale calves and juveniles.

Ropeless gear has been used all over the world by fishermen in Australia, United Kingdom, Ireland, Canada and on
the West Coast. During a data analysis of over 1,000 deployments of various models, ropeless fishing gear had a
98.4 percent success rate. While federal and state regulators have been studying ropeless gear to no avail for the past
twenty years, multiple companies have worked with fishermen to manufacture gear that can be used by fishermen to
fish today.

DMF must consider ropeless gear to save North Atlantic right whales. Ropeless gear is the technology of the future
and the only long-term solution to reduce entanglements while keeping fishermen on the water. Please implement
measures that incorporate ropeless gear pilot programs in order to save the right whale.

We don't have time to waste, we need to take strong actions ASAP.

Thank you.

Misty Niemeyer
East Falmouth, MA 02536
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From: NIcola Rinaldi

To: Fish, Marine (FWE)
Subject: Save the Right Whale
Date: Friday, December 18, 2020 4:36:01 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts mail system. Do
not click on links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

***Please implement measures that incorporate ropeless gear pilot programs in order to save the right whale.
skskosk

I am writing to express my concern about the proposed regulations created to reduce entanglement risks posed to
North Atlantic right whales.

The primary causes of death for right whales are vessel strikes and entanglements: no adult or juvenile right whale
has died of natural causes in the past 17 years. The East Coast has over one million vertical lines that right whales
must navigate through in order to feed, including in our state waters. These ropes pose a direct risk to our state
marine mammal, the North Atlantic right whale.

Over 85% of right whales have been entangled at least once, and more than half of the population has been
entangled at least twice. The population, which is estimated at 366, is rapidly declining and could be extinct within
our lifetime.

Current enforced regulations require vertical buoy rope to be used when harvesting lobster. This must be revised
entirely, in order for ropeless fishing to become legal in Massachusetts.

DMF must implement a pathway for permitting ropeless gear, as the draft regulations that consider using 1700 Ib.
breakable rope for fishing lines attached to trap pots would still pose a threat to right whale calves and juveniles.

Ropeless gear has been used all over the world by fishermen in Australia, United Kingdom, Ireland, Canada and on
the West Coast. During a data analysis of over 1,000 deployments of various models, ropeless fishing gear had a
98.4 percent success rate. While federal and state regulators have been studying ropeless gear to no avail for the past
twenty years, multiple companies have worked with fishermen to manufacture gear that can be used by fishermen to
fish today.

DMF must consider ropeless gear to save North Atlantic right whales. Ropeless gear is the technology of the future

and the only long-term solution to reduce entanglements while keeping fishermen on the water. Please implement
measures that incorporate ropeless gear pilot programs in order to save the right whale.

Thank you.

NIcola Rinaldi
Arlington, MA 02474
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From: Rick Blanchett

To: Fish, Marine (FWE)
Subject: Save the Right Whale
Date: Friday, December 18, 2020 4:35:50 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts mail system. Do
not click on links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

I am writing to express my concern about the proposed regulations created to reduce entanglement risks posed to
North Atlantic right whales.

The primary causes of death for right whales are vessel strikes and entanglements: no adult or juvenile right whale
has died of natural causes in the past 17 years. The East Coast has over one million vertical lines that right whales
must navigate through in order to feed, including in our state waters. These ropes pose a direct risk to our state
marine mammal, the North Atlantic right whale.

Over 85% of right whales have been entangled at least once, and more than half of the population has been
entangled at least twice. The population, which is estimated at 366, is rapidly declining and could be extinct within
our lifetime.

Current enforced regulations require vertical buoy rope to be used when harvesting lobster. This must be revised
entirely, in order for ropeless fishing to become legal in Massachusetts.

DMF must implement a pathway for permitting ropeless gear, as the draft regulations that consider using 1700 Ib.
breakable rope for fishing lines attached to trap pots would still pose a threat to right whale calves and juveniles.

Ropeless gear has been used all over the world by fishermen in Australia, United Kingdom, Ireland, Canada and on
the West Coast. During a data analysis of over 1,000 deployments of various models, ropeless fishing gear had a
98.4 percent success rate. While federal and state regulators have been studying ropeless gear to no avail for the past
twenty years, multiple companies have worked with fishermen to manufacture gear that can be used by fishermen to
fish today.

DMF must consider ropeless gear to save North Atlantic right whales. Ropeless gear is the technology of the future
and the only long-term solution to reduce entanglements while keeping fishermen on the water. Please implement
measures that incorporate ropeless gear pilot programs in order to save the right whale.

Thank you.

Rick Blanchett
Fort Myers, FL 33913
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From: s lowe

To: Fish, Marine (FWE)
Subject: Save the Right Whale
Date: Friday, December 18, 2020 4:35:44 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts mail system. Do
not click on links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

I am writing to express my concern about the proposed regulations created to reduce entanglement risks posed to
North Atlantic right whales.

The primary causes of death for right whales are vessel strikes and entanglements: no adult or juvenile right whale
has died of natural causes in the past 17 years. The East Coast has over one million vertical lines that right whales
must navigate through in order to feed, including in our state waters. These ropes pose a direct risk to our state
marine mammal, the North Atlantic right whale.

Over 85% of right whales have been entangled at least once, and more than half of the population has been
entangled at least twice. The population, which is estimated at 366, is rapidly declining and could be extinct within
our lifetime.

Current enforced regulations require vertical buoy rope to be used when harvesting lobster. This must be revised
entirely, in order for ropeless fishing to become legal in Massachusetts.

DMF must implement a pathway for permitting ropeless gear, as the draft regulations that consider using 1700 Ib.
breakable rope for fishing lines attached to trap pots would still pose a threat to right whale calves and juveniles.

Ropeless gear has been used all over the world by fishermen in Australia, United Kingdom, Ireland, Canada and on
the West Coast. During a data analysis of over 1,000 deployments of various models, ropeless fishing gear had a
98.4 percent success rate. While federal and state regulators have been studying ropeless gear to no avail for the past
twenty years, multiple companies have worked with fishermen to manufacture gear that can be used by fishermen to
fish today.

DMF must consider ropeless gear to save North Atlantic right whales. Ropeless gear is the technology of the future
and the only long-term solution to reduce entanglements while keeping fishermen on the water. Please implement
measures that incorporate ropeless gear pilot programs in order to save the right whale.

Thank you.

s lowe
Sebastian, FL 32958
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From: s lowe

To: Fish, Marine (FWE)
Subject: Save the Right Whale
Date: Friday, December 18, 2020 4:35:33 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts mail system. Do
not click on links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

I am writing to express my concern about the proposed regulations created to reduce entanglement risks posed to
North Atlantic right whales.

The primary causes of death for right whales are vessel strikes and entanglements: no adult or juvenile right whale
has died of natural causes in the past 17 years. The East Coast has over one million vertical lines that right whales
must navigate through in order to feed, including in our state waters. These ropes pose a direct risk to our state
marine mammal, the North Atlantic right whale.

Over 85% of right whales have been entangled at least once, and more than half of the population has been
entangled at least twice. The population, which is estimated at 366, is rapidly declining and could be extinct within
our lifetime.

Current enforced regulations require vertical buoy rope to be used when harvesting lobster. This must be revised
entirely, in order for ropeless fishing to become legal in Massachusetts.

DMF must implement a pathway for permitting ropeless gear, as the draft regulations that consider using 1700 Ib.
breakable rope for fishing lines attached to trap pots would still pose a threat to right whale calves and juveniles.

Ropeless gear has been used all over the world by fishermen in Australia, United Kingdom, Ireland, Canada and on
the West Coast. During a data analysis of over 1,000 deployments of various models, ropeless fishing gear had a
98.4 percent success rate. While federal and state regulators have been studying ropeless gear to no avail for the past
twenty years, multiple companies have worked with fishermen to manufacture gear that can be used by fishermen to
fish today.

DMF must consider ropeless gear to save North Atlantic right whales. Ropeless gear is the technology of the future
and the only long-term solution to reduce entanglements while keeping fishermen on the water. Please implement
measures that incorporate ropeless gear pilot programs in order to save the right whale.

Thank you.

s lowe
Sebastian, FL 32958
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From: Rusty Rollings

To: Fish, Marine (FWE)
Subject: Save the Right Whale
Date: Friday, December 18, 2020 4:35:25 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts mail system. Do
not click on links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

I am writing to express my concern about the proposed regulations created to reduce entanglement risks posed to
North Atlantic right whales.

The primary causes of death for right whales are vessel strikes and entanglements: no adult or juvenile right whale
has died of natural causes in the past 17 years. The East Coast has over one million vertical lines that right whales
must navigate through in order to feed, including in our state waters. These ropes pose a direct risk to our state
marine mammal, the North Atlantic right whale.

Over 85% of right whales have been entangled at least once, and more than half of the population has been
entangled at least twice. The population, which is estimated at 366, is rapidly declining and could be extinct within
our lifetime.

Current enforced regulations require vertical buoy rope to be used when harvesting lobster. This must be revised
entirely, in order for ropeless fishing to become legal in Massachusetts.

DMF must implement a pathway for permitting ropeless gear, as the draft regulations that consider using 1700 Ib.
breakable rope for fishing lines attached to trap pots would still pose a threat to right whale calves and juveniles.

Ropeless gear has been used all over the world by fishermen in Australia, United Kingdom, Ireland, Canada and on
the West Coast. During a data analysis of over 1,000 deployments of various models, ropeless fishing gear had a
98.4 percent success rate. While federal and state regulators have been studying ropeless gear to no avail for the past
twenty years, multiple companies have worked with fishermen to manufacture gear that can be used by fishermen to
fish today.

DMF must consider ropeless gear to save North Atlantic right whales. Ropeless gear is the technology of the future
and the only long-term solution to reduce entanglements while keeping fishermen on the water. Please implement
measures that incorporate ropeless gear pilot programs in order to save the right whale.

Thank you.

Rusty Rollings
Palm Coast, FL 32164
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From: Nancy Blanchett

To: Fish, Marine (FWE)
Subject: Save the Right Whale
Date: Friday, December 18, 2020 4:35:19 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts mail system. Do
not click on links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

I am writing to express my concern about the proposed regulations created to reduce entanglement risks posed to
North Atlantic right whales.

The primary causes of death for right whales are vessel strikes and entanglements: no adult or juvenile right whale
has died of natural causes in the past 17 years. The East Coast has over one million vertical lines that right whales
must navigate through in order to feed, including in our state waters. These ropes pose a direct risk to our state
marine mammal, the North Atlantic right whale.

Over 85% of right whales have been entangled at least once, and more than half of the population has been
entangled at least twice. The population, which is estimated at 366, is rapidly declining and could be extinct within
our lifetime.

Current enforced regulations require vertical buoy rope to be used when harvesting lobster. This must be revised
entirely, in order for ropeless fishing to become legal in Massachusetts.

DMF must implement a pathway for permitting ropeless gear, as the draft regulations that consider using 1700 Ib.
breakable rope for fishing lines attached to trap pots would still pose a threat to right whale calves and juveniles.

Ropeless gear has been used all over the world by fishermen in Australia, United Kingdom, Ireland, Canada and on
the West Coast. During a data analysis of over 1,000 deployments of various models, ropeless fishing gear had a
98.4 percent success rate. While federal and state regulators have been studying ropeless gear to no avail for the past
twenty years, multiple companies have worked with fishermen to manufacture gear that can be used by fishermen to
fish today.

DMF must consider ropeless gear to save North Atlantic right whales. Ropeless gear is the technology of the future
and the only long-term solution to reduce entanglements while keeping fishermen on the water. Please implement
measures that incorporate ropeless gear pilot programs in order to save the right whale.

Thank you.

Nancy Blanchett
Fort Myers, FL 33913
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From: Morgan Pica

To: Fish, Marine (FWE)
Subject: Save the Right Whale
Date: Friday, December 18, 2020 4:35:09 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts mail system. Do
not click on links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

I am writing to express my concern about the proposed regulations created to reduce entanglement risks posed to
North Atlantic right whales.

The primary causes of death for right whales are vessel strikes and entanglements: no adult or juvenile right whale
has died of natural causes in the past 17 years. The East Coast has over one million vertical lines that right whales
must navigate through in order to feed, including in our state waters. These ropes pose a direct risk to our state
marine mammal, the North Atlantic right whale.

Over 85% of right whales have been entangled at least once, and more than half of the population has been
entangled at least twice. The population, which is estimated at 366, is rapidly declining and could be extinct within
our lifetime.

Current enforced regulations require vertical buoy rope to be used when harvesting lobster. This must be revised
entirely, in order for ropeless fishing to become legal in Massachusetts.

DMF must implement a pathway for permitting ropeless gear, as the draft regulations that consider using 1700 Ib.
breakable rope for fishing lines attached to trap pots would still pose a threat to right whale calves and juveniles.

Ropeless gear has been used all over the world by fishermen in Australia, United Kingdom, Ireland, Canada and on
the West Coast. During a data analysis of over 1,000 deployments of various models, ropeless fishing gear had a
98.4 percent success rate. While federal and state regulators have been studying ropeless gear to no avail for the past
twenty years, multiple companies have worked with fishermen to manufacture gear that can be used by fishermen to
fish today.

DMF must consider ropeless gear to save North Atlantic right whales. Ropeless gear is the technology of the future
and the only long-term solution to reduce entanglements while keeping fishermen on the water. Please implement
measures that incorporate ropeless gear pilot programs in order to save the right whale.

Thank you.

Morgan Pica
Royal Palm Beach, FL 33411
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From: Alex Chambers

To: Fish, Marine (FWE)
Subject: Save the Right Whale
Date: Friday, December 18, 2020 4:35:00 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts mail system. Do
not click on links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

I am writing to express my concern about the proposed regulations created to reduce entanglement risks posed to
North Atlantic right whales.

The primary causes of death for right whales are vessel strikes and entanglements: no adult or juvenile right whale
has died of natural causes in the past 17 years. The East Coast has over one million vertical lines that right whales
must navigate through in order to feed, including in our state waters. These ropes pose a direct risk to our state
marine mammal, the North Atlantic right whale.

Over 85% of right whales have been entangled at least once, and more than half of the population has been
entangled at least twice. The population, which is estimated at 366, is rapidly declining and could be extinct within
our lifetime.

Current enforced regulations require vertical buoy rope to be used when harvesting lobster. This must be revised
entirely, in order for ropeless fishing to become legal in Massachusetts.

DMF must implement a pathway for permitting ropeless gear, as the draft regulations that consider using 1700 Ib.
breakable rope for fishing lines attached to trap pots would still pose a threat to right whale calves and juveniles.

Ropeless gear has been used all over the world by fishermen in Australia, United Kingdom, Ireland, Canada and on
the West Coast. During a data analysis of over 1,000 deployments of various models, ropeless fishing gear had a
98.4 percent success rate. While federal and state regulators have been studying ropeless gear to no avail for the past
twenty years, multiple companies have worked with fishermen to manufacture gear that can be used by fishermen to
fish today.

DMF must consider ropeless gear to save North Atlantic right whales. Ropeless gear is the technology of the future
and the only long-term solution to reduce entanglements while keeping fishermen on the water. Please implement
measures that incorporate ropeless gear pilot programs in order to save the right whale.

Thank you.

Alex Chambers
Boylston, MA 01505
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From: Amy Harlib

To: Fish, Marine (FWE)
Subject: Save the Right Whale
Date: Friday, December 18, 2020 4:34:54 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts mail system. Do
not click on links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

I am writing to express my concern about the proposed regulations created to reduce entanglement risks posed to
North Atlantic right whales.

The primary causes of death for right whales are vessel strikes and entanglements: no adult or juvenile right whale
has died of natural causes in the past 17 years. The East Coast has over one million vertical lines that right whales
must navigate through in order to feed, including in our state waters. These ropes pose a direct risk to our state
marine mammal, the North Atlantic right whale.

Over 85% of right whales have been entangled at least once, and more than half of the population has been
entangled at least twice. The population, which is estimated at 366, is rapidly declining and could be extinct within
our lifetime.

Current enforced regulations require vertical buoy rope to be used when harvesting lobster. This must be revised
entirely, in order for ropeless fishing to become legal in Massachusetts.

DMF must implement a pathway for permitting ropeless gear, as the draft regulations that consider using 1700 Ib.
breakable rope for fishing lines attached to trap pots would still pose a threat to right whale calves and juveniles.

Ropeless gear has been used all over the world by fishermen in Australia, United Kingdom, Ireland, Canada and on
the West Coast. During a data analysis of over 1,000 deployments of various models, ropeless fishing gear had a
98.4 percent success rate. While federal and state regulators have been studying ropeless gear to no avail for the past
twenty years, multiple companies have worked with fishermen to manufacture gear that can be used by fishermen to
fish today.

DMF must consider ropeless gear to save North Atlantic right whales. Ropeless gear is the technology of the future
and the only long-term solution to reduce entanglements while keeping fishermen on the water. Please implement
measures that incorporate ropeless gear pilot programs in order to save the right whale.

Thank you.

Amy Harlib
New York, NY 10011
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From: Jacqueline Stanton

To: Fish, Marine (FWE)
Subject: Save the Right Whale
Date: Friday, December 18, 2020 4:34:46 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts mail system. Do
not click on links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

I am writing to express my concern about the proposed regulations created to reduce entanglement risks posed to
North Atlantic right whales.

The primary causes of death for right whales are vessel strikes and entanglements: no adult or juvenile right whale
has died of natural causes in the past 17 years. The East Coast has over one million vertical lines that right whales
must navigate through in order to feed, including in our state waters. These ropes pose a direct risk to our state
marine mammal, the North Atlantic right whale.

Over 85% of right whales have been entangled at least once, and more than half of the population has been
entangled at least twice. The population, which is estimated at 366, is rapidly declining and could be extinct within
our lifetime.

Current enforced regulations require vertical buoy rope to be used when harvesting lobster. This must be revised
entirely, in order for ropeless fishing to become legal in Massachusetts.

DMF must implement a pathway for permitting ropeless gear, as the draft regulations that consider using 1700 Ib.
breakable rope for fishing lines attached to trap pots would still pose a threat to right whale calves and juveniles.

Ropeless gear has been used all over the world by fishermen in Australia, United Kingdom, Ireland, Canada and on
the West Coast. During a data analysis of over 1,000 deployments of various models, ropeless fishing gear had a
98.4 percent success rate. While federal and state regulators have been studying ropeless gear to no avail for the past
twenty years, multiple companies have worked with fishermen to manufacture gear that can be used by fishermen to
fish today.

DMF must consider ropeless gear to save North Atlantic right whales. Ropeless gear is the technology of the future
and the only long-term solution to reduce entanglements while keeping fishermen on the water. Please implement
measures that incorporate ropeless gear pilot programs in order to save the right whale.

Thank you.

Jacqueline Stanton
Fitchburg, MA 01420
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From: Wayne Cohen

To: Fish, Marine (FWE)
Subject: Save the Right Whale
Date: Friday, December 18, 2020 4:34:35 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts mail system. Do
not click on links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

I am writing to express my concern about the proposed regulations created to reduce entanglement risks posed to
North Atlantic right whales.

The primary causes of death for right whales are vessel strikes and entanglements: no adult or juvenile right whale
has died of natural causes in the past 17 years. The East Coast has over one million vertical lines that right whales
must navigate through in order to feed, including in our state waters. These ropes pose a direct risk to our state
marine mammal, the North Atlantic right whale.

Over 85% of right whales have been entangled at least once, and more than half of the population has been
entangled at least twice. The population, which is estimated at 366, is rapidly declining and could be extinct within
our lifetime.

Current enforced regulations require vertical buoy rope to be used when harvesting lobster. This must be revised
entirely, in order for ropeless fishing to become legal in Massachusetts.

DMF must implement a pathway for permitting ropeless gear, as the draft regulations that consider using 1700 Ib.
breakable rope for fishing lines attached to trap pots would still pose a threat to right whale calves and juveniles.

Ropeless gear has been used all over the world by fishermen in Australia, United Kingdom, Ireland, Canada and on
the West Coast. During a data analysis of over 1,000 deployments of various models, ropeless fishing gear had a
98.4 percent success rate. While federal and state regulators have been studying ropeless gear to no avail for the past
twenty years, multiple companies have worked with fishermen to manufacture gear that can be used by fishermen to
fish today.

DMF must consider ropeless gear to save North Atlantic right whales. Ropeless gear is the technology of the future
and the only long-term solution to reduce entanglements while keeping fishermen on the water. Please implement
measures that incorporate ropeless gear pilot programs in order to save the right whale.

Thank you.

Wayne Cohen
Plainville, MA 02762
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From: Alan MaclLamroc

To: Fish, Marine (FWE)
Subject: Save the Right Whale
Date: Friday, December 18, 2020 4:34:24 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts mail system. Do
not click on links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

I am writing to express my concern about the proposed regulations created to reduce entanglement risks posed to
North Atlantic right whales.

The primary causes of death for right whales are vessel strikes and entanglements: no adult or juvenile right whale
has died of natural causes in the past 17 years. The East Coast has over one million vertical lines that right whales
must navigate through in order to feed, including in our state waters. These ropes pose a direct risk to our state
marine mammal, the North Atlantic right whale.

Over 85% of right whales have been entangled at least once, and more than half of the population has been
entangled at least twice. The population, which is estimated at 366, is rapidly declining and could be extinct within
our lifetime.

Current enforced regulations require vertical buoy rope to be used when harvesting lobster. This must be revised
entirely, in order for ropeless fishing to become legal in Massachusetts.

DMF must implement a pathway for permitting ropeless gear, as the draft regulations that consider using 1700 Ib.
breakable rope for fishing lines attached to trap pots would still pose a threat to right whale calves and juveniles.

Ropeless gear has been used all over the world by fishermen in Australia, United Kingdom, Ireland, Canada and on
the West Coast. During a data analysis of over 1,000 deployments of various models, ropeless fishing gear had a
98.4 percent success rate. While federal and state regulators have been studying ropeless gear to no avail for the past
twenty years, multiple companies have worked with fishermen to manufacture gear that can be used by fishermen to
fish today.

DMF must consider ropeless gear to save North Atlantic right whales. Ropeless gear is the technology of the future
and the only long-term solution to reduce entanglements while keeping fishermen on the water. Please implement
measures that incorporate ropeless gear pilot programs in order to save the right whale.

Thank you.

Alan MacLamroc
Smyrna, GA 30080
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From: gil hall

To: Fish, Marine (FWE)
Subject: Save the Right Whale
Date: Friday, December 18, 2020 4:34:17 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts mail system. Do
not click on links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

Please consider new regulations concerning ropeless gear for harvesting lobster nets. It could save the lives of many
of the vey few remaing right whales in this area.

The primary causes of death for right whales are vessel strikes and entanglements: no adult or juvenile right whale
has died of natural causes in the past 17 years. The East Coast has over one million vertical lines that right whales
must navigate through in order to feed, including in our state waters. These ropes pose a direct risk to our state
marine mammal, the North Atlantic right whale.

Over 85% of right whales have been entangled at least once, and more than half of the population has been
entangled at least twice. The population, which is estimated at 366, is rapidly declining and could be extinct within
our lifetime.

Current enforced regulations require vertical buoy rope to be used when harvesting lobster. This must be revised
entirely, in order for ropeless fishing to become legal in Massachusetts.

DMF must implement a pathway for permitting ropeless gear, as the draft regulations that consider using 1700 Ib.
breakable rope for fishing lines attached to trap pots would still pose a threat to right whale calves and juveniles.

Ropeless gear has been used all over the world by fishermen in Australia, United Kingdom, Ireland, Canada and on
the West Coast. During a data analysis of over 1,000 deployments of various models, ropeless fishing gear had a
98.4 percent success rate. While federal and state regulators have been studying ropeless gear to no avail for the past
twenty years, multiple companies have worked with fishermen to manufacture gear that can be used by fishermen to
fish today.

DMF must consider ropeless gear to save North Atlantic right whales. Ropeless gear is the technology of the future
and the only long-term solution to reduce entanglements while keeping fishermen on the water. Please implement
measures that incorporate ropeless gear pilot programs in order to save the right whale.

Thank you.

gil hall
Miami, FL 33131
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From: Tom Anderson

To: Fish, Marine (FWE)
Subject: Save the Right Whale
Date: Friday, December 18, 2020 4:34:09 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts mail system. Do
not click on links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

I am writing to express my concern about the proposed regulations created to reduce entanglement risks posed to
North Atlantic right whales.

The primary causes of death for right whales are vessel strikes and entanglements: no adult or juvenile right whale
has died of natural causes in the past 17 years. The East Coast has over one million vertical lines that right whales
must navigate through in order to feed, including in our state waters. These ropes pose a direct risk to our state
marine mammal, the North Atlantic right whale.

Over 85% of right whales have been entangled at least once, and more than half of the population has been
entangled at least twice. The population, which is estimated at 366, is rapidly declining and could be extinct within
our lifetime.

Current enforced regulations require vertical buoy rope to be used when harvesting lobster. This must be revised
entirely, in order for ropeless fishing to become legal in Massachusetts.

DMF must implement a pathway for permitting ropeless gear, as the draft regulations that consider using 1700 Ib.
breakable rope for fishing lines attached to trap pots would still pose a threat to right whale calves and juveniles.

Ropeless gear has been used all over the world by fishermen in Australia, United Kingdom, Ireland, Canada and on
the West Coast. During a data analysis of over 1,000 deployments of various models, ropeless fishing gear had a
98.4 percent success rate. While federal and state regulators have been studying ropeless gear to no avail for the past
twenty years, multiple companies have worked with fishermen to manufacture gear that can be used by fishermen to
fish today.

DMF must consider ropeless gear to save North Atlantic right whales. Ropeless gear is the technology of the future
and the only long-term solution to reduce entanglements while keeping fishermen on the water. Please implement
measures that incorporate ropeless gear pilot programs in order to save the right whale.

Thank you.

Tom Anderson
Fort Lauderdale, FL 33334
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From: Elaine Eudy

To: Fish, Marine (FWE)
Subject: Save the Right Whale
Date: Friday, December 18, 2020 4:34:04 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts mail system. Do
not click on links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

I am writing to express my concern about the proposed regulations created to reduce entanglement risks posed to
North Atlantic right whales.

The primary causes of death for right whales are vessel strikes and entanglements: no adult or juvenile right whale
has died of natural causes in the past 17 years. The East Coast has over one million vertical lines that right whales
must navigate through in order to feed, including in our state waters. These ropes pose a direct risk to our state
marine mammal, the North Atlantic right whale.

Over 85% of right whales have been entangled at least once, and more than half of the population has been
entangled at least twice. The population, which is estimated at 366, is rapidly declining and could be extinct within
our lifetime.

Current enforced regulations require vertical buoy rope to be used when harvesting lobster. This must be revised
entirely, in order for ropeless fishing to become legal in Massachusetts.

DMF must implement a pathway for permitting ropeless gear, as the draft regulations that consider using 1700 Ib.
breakable rope for fishing lines attached to trap pots would still pose a threat to right whale calves and juveniles.

Ropeless gear has been used all over the world by fishermen in Australia, United Kingdom, Ireland, Canada and on
the West Coast. During a data analysis of over 1,000 deployments of various models, ropeless fishing gear had a
98.4 percent success rate. While federal and state regulators have been studying ropeless gear to no avail for the past
twenty years, multiple companies have worked with fishermen to manufacture gear that can be used by fishermen to
fish today.

DMF must consider ropeless gear to save North Atlantic right whales. Ropeless gear is the technology of the future
and the only long-term solution to reduce entanglements while keeping fishermen on the water. Please implement
measures that incorporate ropeless gear pilot programs in order to save the right whale.

Thank you.

Elaine Eudy
East Point, GA 30344
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From: Margot Brennan

To: Fish, Marine (FWE)
Subject: Save the Right Whale
Date: Friday, December 18, 2020 4:33:52 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts mail system. Do
not click on links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

I am writing to express my concern about the proposed regulations created to reduce entanglement risks posed to
North Atlantic right whales.

The primary causes of death for right whales are vessel strikes and entanglements: no adult or juvenile right whale
has died of natural causes in the past 17 years. The East Coast has over one million vertical lines that right whales
must navigate through in order to feed, including in our state waters. These ropes pose a direct risk to our state
marine mammal, the North Atlantic right whale.

Over 85% of right whales have been entangled at least once, and more than half of the population has been
entangled at least twice. The population, which is estimated at 366, is rapidly declining and could be extinct within
our lifetime.

Current enforced regulations require vertical buoy rope to be used when harvesting lobster. This must be revised
entirely, in order for ropeless fishing to become legal in Massachusetts.

DMF must implement a pathway for permitting ropeless gear, as the draft regulations that consider using 1700 Ib.
breakable rope for fishing lines attached to trap pots would still pose a threat to right whale calves and juveniles.

Ropeless gear has been used all over the world by fishermen in Australia, United Kingdom, Ireland, Canada and on
the West Coast. During a data analysis of over 1,000 deployments of various models, ropeless fishing gear had a
98.4 percent success rate. While federal and state regulators have been studying ropeless gear to no avail for the past
twenty years, multiple companies have worked with fishermen to manufacture gear that can be used by fishermen to
fish today.

DMF must consider ropeless gear to save North Atlantic right whales. Ropeless gear is the technology of the future
and the only long-term solution to reduce entanglements while keeping fishermen on the water. Please implement
measures that incorporate ropeless gear pilot programs in order to save the right whale.

Thank you.

Margot Brennan
Marietta, GA 30060
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From: Judy Moran

To: Fish, Marine (FWE)
Subject: Save the Right Whale
Date: Friday, December 18, 2020 4:33:42 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts mail system. Do
not click on links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

I am writing to express my concern about the proposed regulations created to reduce entanglement risks posed to
North Atlantic right whales.

The primary causes of death for right whales are vessel strikes and entanglements: no adult or juvenile right whale
has died of natural causes in the past 17 years. The East Coast has over one million vertical lines that right whales
must navigate through in order to feed, including in our state waters. These ropes pose a direct risk to our state
marine mammal, the North Atlantic right whale.

Over 85% of right whales have been entangled at least once, and more than half of the population has been
entangled at least twice. The population, which is estimated at 366, is rapidly declining and could be extinct within
our lifetime.

Current enforced regulations require vertical buoy rope to be used when harvesting lobster. This must be revised
entirely, in order for ropeless fishing to become legal in Massachusetts.

DMF must implement a pathway for permitting ropeless gear, as the draft regulations that consider using 1700 Ib.
breakable rope for fishing lines attached to trap pots would still pose a threat to right whale calves and juveniles.

Ropeless gear has been used all over the world by fishermen in Australia, United Kingdom, Ireland, Canada and on
the West Coast. During a data analysis of over 1,000 deployments of various models, ropeless fishing gear had a
98.4 percent success rate. While federal and state regulators have been studying ropeless gear to no avail for the past
twenty years, multiple companies have worked with fishermen to manufacture gear that can be used by fishermen to
fish today.

DMF must consider ropeless gear to save North Atlantic right whales. Ropeless gear is the technology of the future
and the only long-term solution to reduce entanglements while keeping fishermen on the water. Please implement
measures that incorporate ropeless gear pilot programs in order to save the right whale.

Thank you.

Judy Moran
Panama City, FL 32404
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From: Pamela Emery

To: Fish, Marine (FWE)
Subject: Save the Right Whale
Date: Friday, December 18, 2020 4:33:33 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts mail system. Do
not click on links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

I am writing to express my concern about the proposed regulations created to reduce entanglement risks posed to
North Atlantic right whales.

The primary causes of death for right whales are vessel strikes and entanglements: no adult or juvenile right whale
has died of natural causes in the past 17 years. The East Coast has over one million vertical lines that right whales
must navigate through in order to feed, including in our state waters. These ropes pose a direct risk to our state
marine mammal, the North Atlantic right whale.

Over 85% of right whales have been entangled at least once, and more than half of the population has been
entangled at least twice. The population, which is estimated at 366, is rapidly declining and could be extinct within
our lifetime.

Current enforced regulations require vertical buoy rope to be used when harvesting lobster. This must be revised
entirely, in order for ropeless fishing to become legal in Massachusetts.

DMF must implement a pathway for permitting ropeless gear, as the draft regulations that consider using 1700 Ib.
breakable rope for fishing lines attached to trap pots would still pose a threat to right whale calves and juveniles.

Ropeless gear has been used all over the world by fishermen in Australia, United Kingdom, Ireland, Canada and on
the West Coast. During a data analysis of over 1,000 deployments of various models, ropeless fishing gear had a
98.4 percent success rate. While federal and state regulators have been studying ropeless gear to no avail for the past
twenty years, multiple companies have worked with fishermen to manufacture gear that can be used by fishermen to
fish today.

DMF must consider ropeless gear to save North Atlantic right whales. Ropeless gear is the technology of the future
and the only long-term solution to reduce entanglements while keeping fishermen on the water. Please implement
measures that incorporate ropeless gear pilot programs in order to save the right whale.

Thank you.

Pamela Emery
Seminole, FL 33772
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From: Tim Porter

To: Fish, Marine (FWE)
Subject: Save the Right Whale
Date: Friday, December 18, 2020 4:33:22 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts mail system. Do
not click on links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

I am writing to express my concern about the proposed regulations created to reduce entanglement risks posed to
North Atlantic right whales.

The primary causes of death for right whales are vessel strikes and entanglements: no adult or juvenile right whale
has died of natural causes in the past 17 years. The East Coast has over one million vertical lines that right whales
must navigate through in order to feed, including in our state waters. These ropes pose a direct risk to our state
marine mammal, the North Atlantic right whale.

Over 85% of right whales have been entangled at least once, and more than half of the population has been
entangled at least twice. The population, which is estimated at 366, is rapidly declining and could be extinct within
our lifetime.

Current enforced regulations require vertical buoy rope to be used when harvesting lobster. This must be revised
entirely, in order for ropeless fishing to become legal in Massachusetts.

DMF must implement a pathway for permitting ropeless gear, as the draft regulations that consider using 1700 Ib.
breakable rope for fishing lines attached to trap pots would still pose a threat to right whale calves and juveniles.

Ropeless gear has been used all over the world by fishermen in Australia, United Kingdom, Ireland, Canada and on
the West Coast. During a data analysis of over 1,000 deployments of various models, ropeless fishing gear had a
98.4 percent success rate. While federal and state regulators have been studying ropeless gear to no avail for the past
twenty years, multiple companies have worked with fishermen to manufacture gear that can be used by fishermen to
fish today.

DMF must consider ropeless gear to save North Atlantic right whales. Ropeless gear is the technology of the future
and the only long-term solution to reduce entanglements while keeping fishermen on the water. Please implement
measures that incorporate ropeless gear pilot programs in order to save the right whale.

Thank you.

Tim Porter
Panama City, FL 32404
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From: Caryl Speck

To: Fish, Marine (FWE)
Subject: Save the Right Whale
Date: Friday, December 18, 2020 4:33:16 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts mail system. Do
not click on links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

I am writing to express my concern about the proposed regulations created to reduce entanglement risks posed to
North Atlantic right whales.

The primary causes of death for right whales are vessel strikes and entanglements: no adult or juvenile right whale
has died of natural causes in the past 17 years. The East Coast has over one million vertical lines that right whales
must navigate through in order to feed, including in our state waters. These ropes pose a direct risk to our state
marine mammal, the North Atlantic right whale.

Over 85% of right whales have been entangled at least once, and more than half of the population has been
entangled at least twice. The population, which is estimated at 366, is rapidly declining and could be extinct within
our lifetime.

Current enforced regulations require vertical buoy rope to be used when harvesting lobster. This must be revised
entirely, in order for ropeless fishing to become legal in Massachusetts.

DMF must implement a pathway for permitting ropeless gear, as the draft regulations that consider using 1700 Ib.
breakable rope for fishing lines attached to trap pots would still pose a threat to right whale calves and juveniles.

Ropeless gear has been used all over the world by fishermen in Australia, United Kingdom, Ireland, Canada and on
the West Coast. During a data analysis of over 1,000 deployments of various models, ropeless fishing gear had a
98.4 percent success rate. While federal and state regulators have been studying ropeless gear to no avail for the past
twenty years, multiple companies have worked with fishermen to manufacture gear that can be used by fishermen to
fish today.

DMF must consider ropeless gear to save North Atlantic right whales. Ropeless gear is the technology of the future
and the only long-term solution to reduce entanglements while keeping fishermen on the water. Please implement
measures that incorporate ropeless gear pilot programs in order to save the right whale.

Thank you.

Caryl Speck
Melbourne, FL 32940
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From: Nancy Telese

To: Fish, Marine (FWE)
Subject: Save the Right Whale
Date: Friday, December 18, 2020 4:33:11 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts mail system. Do
not click on links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

I am writing to express my concern about the proposed regulations created to reduce entanglement risks posed to
North Atlantic right whales.

The primary causes of death for right whales are vessel strikes and entanglements: no adult or juvenile right whale
has died of natural causes in the past 17 years. The East Coast has over one million vertical lines that right whales
must navigate through in order to feed, including in our state waters. These ropes pose a direct risk to our state
marine mammal, the North Atlantic right whale.

Over 85% of right whales have been entangled at least once, and more than half of the population has been
entangled at least twice. The population, which is estimated at 366, is rapidly declining and could be extinct within
our lifetime.

Current enforced regulations require vertical buoy rope to be used when harvesting lobster. This must be revised
entirely, in order for ropeless fishing to become legal in Massachusetts.

DMF must implement a pathway for permitting ropeless gear, as the draft regulations that consider using 1700 Ib.
breakable rope for fishing lines attached to trap pots would still pose a threat to right whale calves and juveniles.

Ropeless gear has been used all over the world by fishermen in Australia, United Kingdom, Ireland, Canada and on
the West Coast. During a data analysis of over 1,000 deployments of various models, ropeless fishing gear had a
98.4 percent success rate. While federal and state regulators have been studying ropeless gear to no avail for the past
twenty years, multiple companies have worked with fishermen to manufacture gear that can be used by fishermen to
fish today.

DMF must consider ropeless gear to save North Atlantic right whales. Ropeless gear is the technology of the future
and the only long-term solution to reduce entanglements while keeping fishermen on the water. Please implement
measures that incorporate ropeless gear pilot programs in order to save the right whale.

Thank you.

Nancy Telese
Palm Beach, FL 33480
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From: Ray Speck

To: Fish, Marine (FWE)
Subject: Save the Right Whale
Date: Friday, December 18, 2020 4:32:58 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts mail system. Do
not click on links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

I am writing to express my concern about the proposed regulations created to reduce entanglement risks posed to
North Atlantic right whales.

The primary causes of death for right whales are vessel strikes and entanglements: no adult or juvenile right whale
has died of natural causes in the past 17 years. The East Coast has over one million vertical lines that right whales
must navigate through in order to feed, including in our state waters. These ropes pose a direct risk to our state
marine mammal, the North Atlantic right whale.

Over 85% of right whales have been entangled at least once, and more than half of the population has been
entangled at least twice. The population, which is estimated at 366, is rapidly declining and could be extinct within
our lifetime.

Current enforced regulations require vertical buoy rope to be used when harvesting lobster. This must be revised
entirely, in order for ropeless fishing to become legal in Massachusetts.

DMF must implement a pathway for permitting ropeless gear, as the draft regulations that consider using 1700 Ib.
breakable rope for fishing lines attached to trap pots would still pose a threat to right whale calves and juveniles.

Ropeless gear has been used all over the world by fishermen in Australia, United Kingdom, Ireland, Canada and on
the West Coast. During a data analysis of over 1,000 deployments of various models, ropeless fishing gear had a
98.4 percent success rate. While federal and state regulators have been studying ropeless gear to no avail for the past
twenty years, multiple companies have worked with fishermen to manufacture gear that can be used by fishermen to
fish today.

DMF must consider ropeless gear to save North Atlantic right whales. Ropeless gear is the technology of the future
and the only long-term solution to reduce entanglements while keeping fishermen on the water. Please implement
measures that incorporate ropeless gear pilot programs in order to save th