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Director’s Declaration:
Recission of the Seasonal Fixed Gear Closures

Pursuant to the requirements set forth at G.L. ¢.30A, §3 and under the authority of G.L. ¢.130, §17A
and 80, and 322 CMR §§ 12.04(3) and 7.01(7), the Director of the Division of Marine Fisheries hereby
declares:

1. Inresponse aerial surveillance and acoustic monitoring documenting the absence of North
Atlantic right whales in the waters under the jurisdiction of the Commonwealth, the Division
of Marine Fisheries is rescind the seasonal fixed gear closures at 322 CMR 12.04.

2. Effective May 9, 2023 fixed gear fishermen may set gear in those waters under the
jurisdiction of the Commonwealth north and east of Cape Cod previously subject to the
seasonal fixed gear closures to protect right whales at 322 CMR 12.04.
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Dated: May 8, 2026
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