Franklin/North Quabbin DMH Site Board Minutes.


Location: 13 Prospect Street, Greenfield MA / virtual
Date: 11/17/20
Recorder: Dan
Attendees:  Keeren Rennis, Judi Fonsh, Cheryl Pascucci, Heidi Streeter, Lisa Yin, Nicole Guertin, Keila Rivera, Mark Williams, Dan Sontag & Julie Schwager
Next Meeting date/time: 12/15/20 at 4:30pm
	Topic
	Discussion
	Assignment/Task
	Point Person 
	Notes

	Welcome & Introductions
	Extended introductions in which members were invited to give both a professional and a personal reason for their interest in serving on the board.
	N/A
	
	

	Welcome from Area Director
	Julie Schwager talked about the role of the site boards (six sites in the Western Mass area) including referencing the bylaws in terms of the objectives of the board.  She cited examples of the type of things other boards have done such as advocating for special populations, housing, budget priorities and hosting community conversations.  Julie mentioned that there is also a DHM Area Board that includes representatives from all the Site Boards in the area.  Judi is a member of the Area Board and Heidi has been a member in the past.  It is open to any of our site board members.  
	N/A
	
	

	Brainstorm about future board activity
	Started a brainstorm discussion in the last 10 minutes of the meeting.  Dan sited interest in supporting the development of a sober community space as an example from the previous board.  Ideas for future focus include interest in the DPH substance abuse treatment program run by BHN, Unity Place in which Lisa Yin is the director.  The issue of the acute mental health beds in the Baystate Health System moving out of our local community.  (Cheryl Pascucci can inquire about having someone from the hospital address our group in a future meeting.)  Agreed to table the discussion until our next meeting. 
	Group
	Lisa (Unity Place) & Cheryl (BFMC)
	More to come…

	Schedule for upcoming meetings
	Members agreed that Tuesday late afternoon is a good day and time.  Next meeting will be December 15th at 4:30pm.  
	
	Dan
	


DMH staff: Minutes should be emailed to DMH-DL – Open Meeting Notices after they are approved by the Public Body.
Public Notification:  

DMH Site Board Meeting

December 15, 2020 at 4:30 pm

Interested in attending, contact Dan Sontag, Site Director at 413-772-5618 or dan.sontag@mass.gov.  

Agenda:

1. Introductions

2. DMH Site updates (Dan)

3. Board officers (discussion)

4. Continue brainstorm of future activity

5. Schedule next meeting and adjourn  
