Franklin/North Quabbin DMH Site Board Minutes.


Location: 13 Prospect Street, Greenfield MA / virtual
Date: 4/2/24
Recorder: Dan Sontag
Attendees:  Larry, Judi, Lu, Meg, Lisa, Keila and Dan
Next Meeting date/time:  May 14 at 4:30-5:30pm
	Topic
	Presenter(s)
	Notes
	Task/Point Person

	Introductions
	NA
	With Keila rejoining the board, members introduced themselves to Keila and visa versa. 
	All

	Community Conversation timing
	NA
	Members agreed that the idea of a Community Conversation at the end of May is logistically unrealistic.  Will consider the end of the summer or fall.  
	NA

	General discussion about a Community Conversation
	NA
	Noted that it would be helpful to be more specific about both the goal(s) of hosting a community conversation and the target audience before making other decisions about content and timing.  Ideas noted include the goal of building positive community relations, providing information and perspective on the current trends and concerns regarding mental health issues in our community.  
Noted that post-pandemic, that school absenteeism is on the rise.  Noted that the so-called epidemic of loneliness has been viewed in different ways including disconnection, feeling disserted &/or a fracturing of non-virtual social networks. 

Talked about the logistics of a Community Conversation.  Members present seemed to like the idea of a panel discussion to include members from various parts of the community including but not limited to someone from the school such as a guidance counselor, someone from substance use sector, a representative from the CBHC (MH Roadmap initiative).  

	All

	Guests to future meetings
	
	Connected with Lisa Lapierre of Community Action Youth & Workforce Development and Daris Emerson with NAMI about coming to a meeting.  Also reaching out to Celeste Clerk, DMH Director of Recovery about assisting with our Community Conversation planning at a future meeting.  TBA
	Dan

	Next Meeting
	
	Tuesday, May 14, at 4:30-5:30pm 
	


DMH staff: Minutes should be emailed to DMH-DL – Open Meeting Notices after they are approved by the Public Body.
