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Massachusetts Forest Legacy Program

FY2025 Project Application Instructions

The Massachusetts Forest Legacy Program is now accepting project proposals for consideration in the Federal Fiscal Year 2025 appropriation process. Funding should be available for successful project proposals in the spring or summer of 2025. Project proposals submitted in previous years, but not funded, must be submitted again, and comply with this announcement for consideration in FY2025. 
Application Deadline:

Completed project proposals must be received no later than July 10, 2023.
Submission Instructions:

A. Send the proposal and supporting documentation to the Forest Legacy Program Coordinator:

Lindsay Nystrom
Department of Conservation & Recreation

355 West Boylston Street

Clinton, MA 01510

lindsay.nystrom@mass.gov
B. Forest Legacy project proposals must also be entered into the "Forest Legacy Information System" (FLIS) no later than July 10, 2023 for project proposals to be considered complete and eligible for review and ranking by the Massachusetts Forest Legacy Committee.
C. After project submission, project proponents will be invited to present their project to the Forest Legacy Committee. The Committee meeting will take place in late July / early August, details will be sent to the project proponent once finalized.
Application Instructions:

The project application must be submitted with the following supporting documentation to be considered complete. Download templates for these documents from the MA Forest Legacy Program website (http://www.mass.gov/guides/forest-legacy-projects).

1. Cover Letter containing the following information:
a. Project Partner’s Contact Information: name, organization, address, phone, e-mail

b. Description of the project and how the project proposal will meet the criteria in the Massachusetts Assessment of Need and protect the public benefits and environmental values identified for the Forest Legacy Area.
c. The source(s) of the required cost-share funds equal to 25% of the total project cost, what they will be used for, and if those funds have been committed by the funding source.
d. If it is a multi-State project, explain and list state(s) involved. Include letter of support from partner(s) in other state(s).
2. Interest Owner Letter of Commitment: Letter from State Agency, Municipality, or Federal Government (on appropriate letterhead and with authorized original signature) stating that they agree to hold the Forest Legacy Title Interests (Fee and / or CR).
3. Landowner Participation Letter: Letter signed by the landowner(s) with original signatures of all legal owners stating the following information:

a. The Project Partner has explained the requirements of the Forest Legacy Program, reviewed the Forest Legacy Program Conservation Restriction / Deed Template with the landowner, and the landowner agrees to include their property for consideration in the FY2024 application process,

b. If the interest to be acquired is a Conservation Restriction, include a statement that the project partner has explained:

· What a Forest Stewardship Plan is and the requirement to have a Forest Stewardship Plan filed with DCR and approved by the State Forester.
· That the establishment of dispersed pedestrian public access is one of the project scoring criteria for the Forest Legacy Program. The letter must state if the landowner has agreed to guarantee public access to their full CR property or a portion of the property, or if the restriction will not guarantee public access on the CR property.

4. Budget Information Worksheet: The budget information must also be entered into FLIS. All numbers in the budget must be rounded to the nearest $5,000.
5. Boundary / Shapefile(s): For each tract in the project, a shapefile with the boundary of the land to be protected must be included. Bundle all files associated with the tract boundary into a .zip file folder.

6. Photos: Up to 4 Photos of the project can be included in the application.

7. Letters of Support: Letters from U.S. and State representatives, State and federal wildlife and conservation agencies, municipal governments, and local conservation organizations declaring support for the project are encouraged. Supporting parties must also be listed in FLIS. Only those parties that have submitted a letter can be listed in FLIS.
All project proposals must:

· Meet the goals of the Massachusetts Forest Legacy Program.

· Identify any federal lands or federal investments the project complements.

· Comment to what extent public access will be provided (Full, Restricted, No Public Access) and describe the type of public access that will be allowed, or an explanation of why public access will be restricted or prohibited.

· Name the “Project” using a term that will not identify the landowner(s).

· Identify each “Tract” in priority order.  Do not use landowner’s name in FLIS.  Identify tracts as: Tract 1, Tract 2, Tract 3, etc.

· Round the budget up to the nearest $5,000.00.  Including the “Total Tract Cost” (“Tract Cost” in FLIS), the “Forest Legacy Program Funding Request” (“FLP Funding” in FLIS), and the “Cost Share Information Amount” (“Non-Federal Cost-Share” in FLIS) for each Tract on the Tract Information Worksheet.

· If it is a multiple year proposal (phased project), indicate which phase of the project is being considered this year, how many phases have been completed, and whether additional phases will be necessary if this phase is not fully funded. Individual phases will compete each year as standalone projects against all other proposed projects.

· If it is a new proposal, indicate whether the project can be phased and which tracts would make up the phases. (Be advised that stating the project may not be phased risks that the project prioritization panel will opt not to fund the project at all.)
Additional Information:
The documents listed below contain information that may be useful in the preparation of project proposals.
· Forest Legacy Information System (FLIS) Users Guide:                https://www.mass.gov/files/documents/2016/08/tk/flis21userguide.pdf
· Project Scoring Guidance:                                                                       https://www.mass.gov/doc/forestry-legacy-project-scoring-guidance-fy25/download                                       

· Recommendations for the Project Brief Map: https://www.mass.gov/files/documents/2016/08/vk/recommendationd-for-the-project-brief-map.pdf
· Map of Forest Legacy Areas in Massachusetts:                                          https://www.mass.gov/service-details/forest-legacy-program
· Massachusetts Forest Legacy Program Assessment of Need Documents: https://www.mass.gov/doc/approval-of-massachusetts-assessment-of-need-under-the-forest-legacy-program/download
· National Review Panel TIPS:                             https://www.mass.gov/files/documents/2016/08/ot/national-review-panel-tips.pdf
· USDA Northeastern Area Forest Legacy Program web site: https://www.fs.usda.gov/detail/r9/communityforests/?cid=fseprd1091965
· USDA Forest Service “Forest Legacy Program Implementation Guidelines” May 2017: https://www.fs.usda.gov/sites/default/files/fs_media/fs_document/15541-forest-service-legacy-program-508.pdf

Please reach out to Lindsay Nystrom at 617-595-6266 or lindsay.nystrom@mass.gov if you have any questions during the application process.
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