[INSERT DATE]

Lindsay Nystrom
Forest Legacy Program

Department of Conservation & Recreation

355 West Boylston Street

Clinton, MA 01510

RE: Federal Fiscal Year 20XX [INSERT NAME OF PROJECT] Forest Legacy Project Proposal 

Property Location: [INSERT STREET/ROAD and TOWN] 
Deed Recorded in: [INSERT COUNTY] at Book [INSERT BOOK #], Page [INSERT PAGE #]
Total Acres: [INSERT ACRES]
Acres to be protected by FLP: [INSERT ACRES]
Dear Ms. Nystrom:
“The purpose of the US Forest Service, Forest Legacy Program (FLP) is to ascertain and protect environmentally important forest areas that are threatened by conversion to non-forest uses. The FLP seeks to promote forestland protection and other conservation opportunities. Such purposes shall include the protection of important scenic, cultural, fish, wildlife and recreational resources, riparian areas and other ecological values. Traditional forest uses, including timber management, as well as hunting, fishing, hiking, and similar recreational uses are consistent with purposes of the FLP. Both purchased and donated lands and interests in lands through the use of conservation easements and fee-simple purchase are used to acquire forested land meeting Forest Legacy purposes from willing sellers or donors.”

[INSERT NAME AND AFFILIATION OF INDIVIDUAL: i.e. – John Doe of XYZ Land Trust] has explained the Forest Legacy Program (FLP) and the Forest Stewardship Plan requirement to me. I/We have reviewed the current Forest Legacy Conservation Restriction Template and an example of a Forest Stewardship Plan. [INSERT NAME AND AFFILIATION OF INDIVIDUAL: i.e. – John Doe of XYZ Land Trust] has explained that one of the purposes of the Forest Legacy Program is to increase dispersed pedestrian public access to conservation lands. I/We intend to provide Public Access to the conservation restriction property for one or more of the following activities: hiking, picnicking, horseback riding, ice skating, cross country skiing, camping, hunting, nature touring, boating, swimming, fishing, rafting, or canoeing as follows:

· Full: The entire restricted property will be open to the general public for dispersed pedestrian public access. Types of activities permitted will be defined and guaranteed with language in the conservation restriction.

· Restricted: Access to the restricted property by the general public for dispersed pedestrian public access will be limited to a specific area. Types of activities and the area in which they are permitted will be specified in the conservation restriction language.

· None: Public access to the restricted property will not be guaranteed in the conservation restriction language. Note: “Public Access by Landowner Permission Only” is not considered public access by the Forest Legacy Program as no rights to access are being acquired.
I/We have also been provided with the MA Department of Conservation & Recreation, Bureau of Forestry, Forest Legacy Program website and the Coordinator’s contact information below, if I/We have any additional questions or need any additional information about the program:

Lindsay Nystrom
Phone: (617) 595-6266
E-mail: lindsay.nystrom@mass.gov
Website: http://www.mass.gov/dcr/forest-legacy
I/We understand that there may be minor changes made to the Forest Legacy Conservation Restriction Template and/or the Forest Stewardship Plan form before Forest Legacy funding becomes available.
I/We the undersigned owners support and consent to the inclusion of my/our property in the above mentioned Forest Legacy Project Proposal. I/We the undersigned owners intend to sell a Conservation Restriction on my/our property, if the application is funded. By signing this letter, I/We certify that all individuals who hold title to this property have been informed and are in support of this application.
I/We understand that by signing this letter I/we am not making a commitment to sell a Conservation Restriction on my/our property at this time, but agree to consider doing so if the Project Proposal is funded by the US Forest Service Forest Legacy Program. 

Sincerely,

[INSERT SIGNATURE(s)]                                                                        [INSERT PRINTED NAME(s)]

[INSERT MAILING ADDRESS]

[INSERT PHONE NUMBER]

[INSERT E-MAIL ADDRESS]
